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PREFACE 

The main purpose of this book is to present to the under• 

graduates of Indian Universities a brief but connected 

narratjve of the ancient history of India, but it can also be 

read with advantage by a general reader ·who is interested 

in the subject and is not in a position to devote sufficient 

time to the study of advanced books . An atte111pt has 

therefore been made to make the subject simple and 

interestlng. It is obvious that 'In some respects, this is the 

most complicated period of Indian history. History was 

not studied and developed as a separate and regular science 

in Pre-Muslim India, and therefore "Ancient India", as 

Prof. Rapson remarks "has no Herodotus or Thucydides, no 

Livy or Tacitus." We have to depend almost entirely on 

indirect sources for reconstructing the connected story of 

the growth of civilization in those days. This makes the 

task of the writer difficult, particularly when the book is 
intended for beginners and he has to keep in view the ve-ry 
important fact that the students' mind should not be 

burdened with unnececessary details. For this reason 1ninor 
details have been avoided except where they become 

~ 

indispensable . ~ 

'It may be added that every care has been taken to make 

the narrative simple so that the students may u:pderstand 

thoroughly the main currents of political,~ social; religious 

and cuJtnral movements and all those factors which have 

played a vital role in the evolution of ancient Indian civiliza­

tion. Some references and quotations have been incorporat­

ed with the object of acquainting the students with standard 

works on the subject as well as the methods of presenting 

and developing an argument. 
Aligarh: S. M. H .• 

December, 1942. 
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iNTROOUCTION 
l"1 ... - • 

The Sub-Continent of India covers a vast area and has 
~ . . .~ . ~ 

~ large population of nearly 4GO mill;.ons. To-day, as in the 

past, her population is comprised of peoples of diverse races, 

speaking different languages and living under different 

~ocial conditions. From Pre-Historic times down to the 

early. centuries {)f the Modern Period, India has been 

8:ttacked by invaders and accommodated immigrants from 

various countries of Asia and Europe. As most of these 

foreigners preferred to stay on and build their homes 

in this _ charming land her population kept on growing in 

; numbers as well as in diversity. The frequent repetiticn of 

this process of fresh conquests and migrations into India and • 
the peculiar conditions of a caste-ridden society have made 

her 'an ethnological museum', and rendered the achie\-ement of 

her political or cultural unity impossible. They also created 

stupendous difficulties in the path of those who were anxious 

to give her a uniform system of administration. We know 

that in spite of their noble efforts in this direction neither 

Asoka nor the Emperors of Delhi succeedi d in achieving 

this goal. .i\nd their is no doubt that it was this aspect of 

Indian pclitical life vihich had made great rulers like 

Sultan Mohd bin Tughlaq and Akbar take the almost 

revolutionary steps of unifying the heterogeneous elernents 

among their subjects by creating bonds of a common culture. 

That they failed miserably does not affect either the grandeur 

of their ideas or the sincerety of their efforts But their . 
failure proved beyond doubt that although their ideal was 

sublime it could not be materialized because the forces of 

disintegration were too formidable to be crushed. It was 

• 



ii Ancient India. 

therefore in the face of considerable difficulties that some of 
• the strongest of Indian rulers could manage to keep the 

whole or a major port~n of the Indian sub-continent bnder 

one administrative system; with the disappearance of their 

strong personalities this artificial 'union', being a creation 

of their individual labours rather than natural and evolutionary 

forces, crashed to pieces like a house of cards, This explains 
t 

to a great extent the frequent changes in the ruling c.yna!l-ties 

of India ar.d the phenomenal growth and abrupt decline of 

their power, 

India which is £eparated from the rest of the world by a 

Phvsical 
Features. 

range of rnoun tains in the north and the 

Indian Ocean in the south may be divided 
into three regions: ( 1) The Northern or Indo· 

Gangetic plain covering almost the whole of Northern India. 
(2 The Deccan plateau or the table-land between the 

Narbada in the north and the Krishna and Tungabhadra 

rivers in the south. ( 3) TJ,e Far South or Tamil Land 

lying to the south of these rivers. 
I 

The northerh plains covering almost the whole of the 

The lndo·Gan­
getic Plain, • 

area knovrn as Ar, avarta in ancient litera· 

ture and called by the name of Hindustan 
• in later ages is the most important of the 

three regions from our point of view. Besides the noteworthy 

fact that it has been "the seat of the principal empires and 

the scene of the events most interesting to the outer world," 

we have fuller sources for studying and reconstructing its 

history than for any other part of the country. The fertile 

soil and easy accessibility of these wide plains have always 

attracted immigrants and invaders from the comparatively 

I 

' 
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rough and inhospitable lands lying beyond the mountains 
which contain several passes, particularly in the north-west. 

In the centre the Vindhya and the Satpura h'ills with the 
• 

Narba.da flowing between them form•a barrier between the 

I ndo-Gangetic Valley and the Deccan plateau. This is an 

important factor, for it has deeply affected the course of 

Indian history and encouraged the growth of independent 

states in the South. 

The Indo-Gangetic Basin is a vast and almost flat plain 

stretching from the mouth of the Ganges to the delta of the 

Indus. The Ganges with its many tributaries fertilizes the 

area covered, roughly speaking, by U.P., Bihar and Bengal, 

The fact that the river is mered in the eyes of the Hindus 

• and has been associated from the earliest times with their 

religious rites and gatherings is responsible for the growth of 

a series of flourishing towns on its banks. Hardwar, Prayaga 

and Kashi are some of the greatest centres of Hindu pilgrim· 

age in Northern India, In ancient and medieval times these 

rivers acted as great highways, providing considerable trans· 

port facilities. This again helped the growth of towns and 

cities which were useful either for political and strategic or for 

industrial and commercial purposes Delhi and Agra may be 

quoted as examples of places which had a unique •strategic 
• 

importance and Cawnpore and Calcutta represent the towns 

which have risen into prominence for industrial and commer· 

cial reasons. Before rushing to the sea the Ganges receives 

the water of the mighty Brahmaputra which joins her in 

lower Bengal after having fertilized a considerable area in 

the province of Assam, 

I 



iv Ancient India. 

The I ndus and its tributaries fertilize the plains of the 

Punjab and Sindh and have played a vital role in the ancient 

and medieval history of India. The earliest stages ;f the 

lndo-Aryan civilization which are reflected in the stanzas of 

the R ig· V eda were attained in this area. Similarly, it was 

in this region that the first conquests of Islam were achieved 

The Sultans of Delhi had to keep a watchful eye over the 
"L d an of the Five Rivers'' with a view to check the waves • 

of Mongol invasions in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 

Again, under the Mughals the territories o f L abore and 

Multan formed one of the most important parts of their 

Empire . On the decline of the Mughal Power the Sikhs 

established their state in this region, and thus its signifi cance 

was never lost in spit e of radical changes in political life and 

administrative organization. It is to be noted that the two 

great civilizations-Aryan and I slamic-which have affected 

the life of the Indian peoples so deeply entered the country 

by the North-west pas~es and built their first homes in the 

basin of the Indus and her tributaries. In our own days the 

development of the irrigation system of the P unjab and the 

growth of Karachi, the nearest Indian por t to Europe, have 

consider~bly increased the importance of this region. 

The <wide plateau of the Deccan is a vast triangle with 

I 

• 

The Deccan 
Plateau . 

its apex southwards. It is not so uniformly ,, • 
fer tile as the northern plains and is bounded ''{',. 

in the north by hills and rivers. In anc,ient 

times the Vindhya hills were considered to be an impenetrable 

barrier, dividing India, so to say, in two separate parts. 

T his fact has play:d an important part in shaping the course 

of India's history, It encouraged the growth of independent 

·--....... ~-
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States and the evolution of a separate culture in the south, 

Many attempts were made by powerful rulers of the north 

to hold sway over this part of the country, but few of them 

succeeded in achieving this object. 

The Far south or the region lying between the 
Tungabhadra and the ~outhern-most extre· 

The Far South. mity of India, i~ also known as the Tamil land. 

It has had a history and culture of its own, which was rarely 

affected by the course of events in other parts of the Indian 

Sub Continent. There is no doubt that from time to time 

war like princes rose to power and carried their victorious 

arms even beyond these natural barriers, but, normally 

speaking, the states of Southern India remained independent 

and developed their own traditions and a separate culture, 

No student can ignore the important fact that climatic 

conditions have played a large part in shaping the growth 
of civilization in India. 
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• CHAPTE I. 

Sources of the History of Ancient India. 

Professor Rapson is right when he remarks that "An· 
cient J ndia has no Herodotus or Thucydides, no Livy 'or 

Tacit us". The ancient people of this country never studied 

History as a separate branch of knowledge 1 and this is why 
we do not find a single good book which n1ay be called a 

work on history in the true sense of the word. Kalhana's ' 

Raftarangini, Hthe only professedly historical vv ork" , which 

deals ¥:ith the history of the kings of Kashn1ir, was com-

posed in the twelfth century. For the earlier period we have 

therefore to rely almost entirely on sources ·wh ich a re gene · 

rally utilized for confirming and enriching the information 

supplied by contemporary writ ers . After a careful and labor­

ious study of ancient literature, inscriptions, coins and 

1nonu1nents, scholars have been able to recons tr uct the his· 

tory of ancient India, But in spite of their qeditable achieve 

ments in this field we possess very meagre and absolutely 

inadequate information on certain portions of that period. 

A detailed discussion of the utility and sign"ificance of 

these sources is not possible here. It is beyond 
Inscriptions 
and Coins . doubt, however, that the most important of 

these sources of our information is the evidence 

supplied by inscriptions and coins. The former carry us as 

early as the third century B . C. Asoka's edicts engraved on 

stone pillars or rocks have provided the student of Indian his· 

tory with ample material for contemporary times. Of these 

,. 
" 

• 
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bfficial inscriptions some are commemorative as, for instance, 

, the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta. Besides 

these, we have a large. nuil}ber of incsriptions recorde~ on 

metal, most of which are grants of land or dedications and 

give us some idea of the administration of the reigning 

monarch In some cases stone tablets have been found con· 

taining parts of books on different subjects These inscrip· 

tions have added considerabl~' to our knowledge of ancient 

chronology and geography. 

The legends on coins have also proved to be a useful 

source of historical information. Like inscriptions they help 

us in determining and also correcting dates given by contem· 

porary writers. In the case of coins having no dates we 

form our opinions and conclusions by comparing the types 

and styles of the various groups. The numismatic evidence 

has sometimes brought to I ight many new facts and figures 

and is consequently receiving careful attention of many 

scholars, The study of coins has played a very vital part in 

the reconstruction of the history of the Indo-Greek King· 

doms. 

The archaeological evidence obtained through a scientific 

.. 

study of ancient monuments and works of art , 
Archaeology. 

· is another important source of information, not 

only for the ancient period but also for the medieval and . .': -'~' 
modern ages. The labours of the Archaeological Depart- ·:•, 

ment of the Government of India have been crowned with./ ! • 

great success, and the recent excavations at Taxila anf · 

Mohenjo daro have opened entirely new chapters of the cul· 

ture and history of ancient India Similarly, the conserva· 

tion and maintenance of Muslim monuments have enabled us 

• 

Sources ot the History of Ancient India 

to form a fairly correct idea of th~ advanced stage of civiliza· 

tion which India had attained in those times. 
• 
Tradition and literature are also an important factor in 

Tradition and 
Literature. 

the study of ancient Indian History, From 

the advent of the Aryans to the fourth cen· 

tury B. C. our main source of information is 

the religious or semi-religious l~terature produced at various 

stages of the development of their civilization and the tradi· 

tions of the different faiths that rose into prominence. The 

hymns of the Rig Veda give us a fairll_ good picture of the 

religious and social conditions of the Aryans after their settle· 

ment in the land of the Punjab. Their gradual movement 

eastward as well as th e conspicuous changes in the various 

acti vities of their life can be studied in other works. The 

Brahmanas, and the Upanishads . the epi cs and the Puranas 
as well ac; the Buddhist and Jain texts help us in reconstruct· 

ing the history of this period.* 

In addition to the religious works mentioned above Wt!. 

have other compositions which are equally ~seful for our put• 

poses Bana's H arshacharita, for instance, is a lit.erary 

rather than historical worl· , but it gives much valuable mfor· 

mation about the author's patron Kautalya's Arthash:istra 

has been discovered only recently and throws abundant liiht 

'\,:.: on the reign and administrative organization of the early 

. Mauryans . Col. ,Tod's 'Annals awl Antiqu ities of Rajas­

than' is full of a number of interesting but not always 

•Dr. Raychaudhuri has divided this literatur~ into five clasces V,dia 

Political History of Ancient India. pp. 2 6. 
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authentic stories and facts about Rajput families . There 

are besides these many other works on diITerent branches of 

knowledge from which laborious scholars have been a'ble to 

pick up scanty but valuable historical information ,:, 

Last but not the least important of these sources 1s the 

testimony of those foreigners who visited this country either 

in their official capacity or as curious travellers. Of the 

varied accounts left by these foreigners some are held in 

great esteem. In the ancient period we had had some distin­

guished visitors who h1.ve recorded their impressions of 

Indian life and culture . "The earliest foreign notice of India 

is that in the inscriptions of the Persian King, Darius, son 

of Hystaspes, at Persepolis, and Naksh-i-Ru~tam, the latter 

of which may be referred to the year 486 B C." + The 

Greek w1 iters also give scanty informatiou based on hear-say, 

for it was tbe invasion of Ale ~ander the Great that 'lifted 

the veil' and removed Europe's ignorance of India. In the 

fourth century B. C we have in our country Megastbenese, 

who came as an ambassador to the Mauryan court and left 

a Yaluable accoupt of what he saw in this country. Unfor· 

tunately we have but only a portion of his work preserved in 

fragments . Arrian and Curtius have left valuable accou:::its 
of Alexander's campaigns 

* The date ancl authorship of .4rlh ,sl1asfrn have been the subject 

of controversial ar , icles by several writers . K'lutalva has semetime~ 

been callerl the 'Indian v1echiavelli ' for the , similarity of bis 

political ideas with the Italian writer. 

t 'The Early History of lodia' by V, A, Smith, 2nd edition, 
19:;3 p. 10. 

• 

'· 
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\Ve also find references to India in the early bis· 

tories of China. But for more valuable is the testimony 

of tho'se Chinese travellers who started coming to this country 

after the introduction of Buddhism in China; Fabien and 

Hiuen Tsang are the most remarkable of these pilgrims. 

In the beginning of the eleventh century came the well· 

known Muslim scholar, Alberuni, who outshines them all 

· because he was not satisfied wit~ what he heard or saw but 

st:tyed here, learnt the Sansl<rit language. studied the philoso· 

phy and the literature of the Hindus and then wrote his 

monument tl and scientific account of India, which has rig·ht· 

ly been called "a marvel of well digested erudition". 

• 
Thus, it is on the basis of these varied sources that scho-

lars have been able to reconstruct the history of Ancient 

India. It is evident that in spite of the tremendous amonnt 

of labour put in by patient researchers there still remain dark 

periods of Indian History, about which we know almost no· 

thing. This is indeed unfortunate But we need not despair 

of newer discoveries and richer information which is bound 

to come as a result of ceaseless reasearch work which is be­

ing done in this field . 

Indus Valley Civilization. 
The settlement and civilization of the Aryans in the 

Inda Gangetic plains used to form the earliest chapters of 

Indian History and the hymns of the Rig Veda were the 

main source of our lmov1leclge for this age. But recently the 

Archaeological Department of the Government of India 

has made valuable excavations and discoveries in Harappa 

(Punjab and Mohenjo daro (~indh which have revealed the 

existence of an older civilization. The study of the Indus 
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Valley Culture takes us to an age five thousand years old 

and thus expands the scope of our historical studies by about 

two milleniums, The most striking feature which • distin· 

guishes it from the Aryan life is th ·tt it was essentially urban. 

The excavations at Mohenjo-daro (city of the dead) 

have led to the discovery of a town which seems to have 

been well laid out. It was built of bricks and many of the 

houses were provided with \ ,veils and bath -rooms. Besides 

the comparatively large number of private b')uses the city 

contained several pl1blic buildings the most prominent of 

which were a pillared hall and a great public bath 

A careful examination of the remains of this city ancv 

the various articles that have been discovered there has en · • 

abled the archaeologibts to form an idea of the stage of 

· civilization which had been attainP.d bv the people living in 

that region They were not unacquainted with agricultural 

pursuits and seem to have cultivated wheat and barley and 

bred cattle, sheep and pigs for their food There is evidence 

to show that the other animals they knew included elephants, 

camels, tigers, {Ilonkeys and buffaloes besides horses and 

dogs Of the metals known to them copper was utilized 

for weapons and utensils while gold and silver were used for .:1 

ornaments, It is to be noted that the Aryans of the early . 
' •.\ ·.~·-, 

Vedic period were not acquainted with silver and called it :'{f: 
•'. , 

white gold when they first saw it, Precious stones and ivory ,.. j 
~~"' \··1 

were also used for ornamental purposes, and cotton and wodP 

were woven into cloth. As weapons of war they used 

spears, bows and axes but do not seem to have been acquaint­

ed with the use of swords The pictographic style of inscrip· 

tions and the figures of animals which appear on the seals 

Sources of the History of Ancient India ' 
bear witness to tbe progress that they had ma~e. in t~e ar~s 

. d sculpture, Of their religion little is 
of engravmg an . . l d 't d 

'b t the Mother Goddess was their pnnc1pa e1 Y an 
known, u . · 1·f Th 
seems to have played a vital role in tb.eir religious i e. e 

dead bodies were cremated or buried. 

There are strong reasons to believe that the I~dus 

Valley culture was linked up with the cultures of anc1e~t 
<h ·th that of Vedic 

Iran and Mesopotamia rather t an Wl 

. . d t ly by the existence of India, This view is supporte no on . . . 
umerous common features in the life of the people hvmg rn 

:he Indus Valley and Mesopotamia but also_ by the fact ~h~t 

1. f f the Vedic period was different from it m the Aryan 1 e o 
,, t The life in the Indus Valley was urban, 
many respec s . 

1 
I th 

h"le the Aryans · were essenti;-tlly a pastoral peop e n e 
w 1 

t b'gandwell -plan-
Aryan settlements we find no references o i . . . 

ned towns like Mohenjo-daro, and most of their act1v1t1es 

were closely connected with village life, 

c: 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Aryans, 

(Vedic Age), 

It is almost impossible to guess correctly the age of 

Pre -Historic 
Age. 

humanitY. in this or in any other country. 

Recent discoveries have, however, proved 

that man ha~ been living on this globe for 

a very long period. In the earlie~t times men lived in a 

very elementary stage of civilization, seeking shelter in 

caves and huts or under the rocks and trees Chase and.., 

wild produce were the main source of their supply ot food . • 

This period is known as th~ Palaeolithic or Old Stone Age 

because people generally prerared their impltments and 

weapons from stone, some of which have been di-:;covered in 

different parts of J ndia. They were rough and simple but 

satisfied the limited requii ements of those time5. The next 

stage in the growth of civilization is called the Neolithic or 

New Stone Age. because man st.ill depended mostly on stone 

for his implements although he had now made considerabie 

improvement in their construction and finish. The Neolithic 

men k•new gold, used pottery, domesticated animals and 

cultivated land . They buried their dead while in the 

palaeolithic age they were left to be devoured by animals; 

cremation was prr:bably introduced by the Indo·Aryans 

Gradually hard metals were discovered and replaced 

Iren and 
Copper Ages. 

stone in the preparation of tools and weapons, 

In Northern India iron was preceded by the 

use of coppe~; but in the South stone gave 

• 

1'he Aryans· (Vedic Age) 

piace to iron directly without the intervention of any other 

metal. The periods during which these metals were 

gene/ally used by the people for their ordinary requirements 

are known after them, In Europe the Bronze Age inter­

vened between the Stone and the Iron Ages; but it appears 

bronze was never popular in ancient India, and consequently 

we had no Bronze Age here. Some scholars have ventured 

to suggest that copper was geneirally used in the second and 

iron in the first millenium B,C, 

India is a sub-continent as extensive as; the whole of 

Eariy inhabi­
tants of India. 

Europe without Russia and is populated by 

a number of peoples of different types with 

different languages. The process of the 

mixing of diverse races has been going on for such a long 

time that it is impossible to determine the lines of demarka· 

tion distinguishing the descendants of one people from the 

other. It is clear however, that we have twe> main types ·in 

the Indian population . The tall and fair-skinned people of 

the upper castes ia Northern India and the Brahmans in 
• the South may be regarded as the descendants of the Indo-

Aryam·; while the short-statured and dark-skinned people 

found mostly among the lower castes and the jungle tribes 

are descended from the Pre-Aryan inhabitants of the country, 

This division should not be considered either exhaustive or 

accurate, because a number of factors have been acting and 

counter-acting on the g rowth of the Indian population. The 

most conspicuous feature of the history of India has been the 

ceaseless migration of foreigners through the north-western 

and north eastern passes in the mountains, The immigrants 

from the north west have been more frequent and numerous 
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an<l have consequently left deeper and mor~ obvious marks 

on the ciYilization of the country. But it is not difficult 

to trace the influence of the immigrants of the Mongolian 

race in the neighbourhood of the Himalayan range*. 

Another feature that strikes us is the difference between 

the people of the north and the south. Its reasons are 

obvious. The geographical situation of the peninsula has 

kept it comparatively safe< from the effects of invasions, 

and conquest and consequently the civili zation of the north 

has penetrated but slowly through the bills and jungles of 

Central J ndia. Intelligent eyes can read e\·en today the 

results of this isolation of the southerners in their physical 

features, their social customs, their religious ideas and their 

languages. 

The ethnology and the languages of India have been 

constantly subjected to drastic modifications 

Dravidians. on account of foreign invasions, The chan-

ges thus effected have been vital and ex ten · 

sive and have made it difficult for us to distinguish the de· 

scendents of one race from the other or the aborigines from 

the foreigners, Some writers have held that the Dravidians 

were the orig·inal inhabitants of India . This hypothesis; has 

•· 'The evidence of ancient sculptures, a!il seen at Bar hut (Bha rhut' anG 

Sanchi. combined with that of certain institutions. ind icates clearly th~\ 

eighteen hundred or two thousand years ago the Tibetan type was n:iuch 

more prominent in the plains of ~crtl1ern lndia than it is a.t the present 

day, l n the Jllahubharta, for instance, we find. Dr:tupadi married to 

five brothers at onr.e That kind of marriage, technically called 

polyandry, still is a Tibetan and Himalayan custom, and is absolutely 

O,P,POsed to Aryan principle:1", t The Oxford History of India, p . 7). 

T 
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been disproved by recent researches ~~ and we have to seek 

the descendants of the aborigines of India among the nume· 

rous primitive tribes which still inhabit mountainous districts 

and other regions difficult of access, Such, for example, 

are the Gonds, found in many different parts of the country, 

who remain even to the present day in the primitive stage 

of civilization, using flint implements, hunting with bows 

and arrows and holding the me.>st rudimentary forms of 
religious belief. 

The view that the Dravidians came into India from the 
north-west in pre historic times is supp )fted by the fact that 

the Brahui language which is spoken in certain districts of 

aluchistan belongs to the family of the Dravidian languages 

• of Southern India. Some scholars have questioned the 

above theory on the ground that the Brahui type of tribe is 

ethnically Iranian rather than Dravidian, But this ethno· 

graphical change has been due to the fact that the tribe 

lives in the neighbourhood of the Turco- Iranian peop !es and 

the absence of social exclusiveness has facilitated recruitment 

from other tribes There are strong reasons, therefore, to 
• suppose that the Dravidians like the Aryans were also 

immigrants in India; but it is not possible, with our limited 

sources ot information, to say. anything definitely about their 

.. A • ''It is the Pre-Dravidian aborigines," says Mr, Thurston · 'and not 

t'he l~ter and more cultured Dravidians, who must be regarded as the 

pr imitive existing race .. , ......... There is stron g (!round for the bel ief that 

the Pre Dra.vidians are ethnicallv related to the ceddas of Cevlon, the 

Toalas of the Celebes, the Bar in of Sumatra, and no;;sihlv th~ Austra· 

lianr.". (Tht Madras Pusidency, pp. l2i-~5 as quoted in Cambridge 
History, Vol, I, p, 41). 
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origin or the place from which they came here. On account 

of their similarity with the Sumerians they have been assigned 

a Western-Asian origin. 

However, on their migration into India the Aryans 

found a strong Dravidian civilization, and traces of their 

languages can be found in ancient Sanskrit as well as minor 

dialects. They had a short stature, dark colour and broad 

noses Their religion mainly consisted of demon -worship, 

and after their contact with the Aryans the latter adopted 

some of these demons, giving them new names and identi­

fying them with their own gods and goddesses - In the 

south the Dravidians had greater opportunities of developing 

their civilization the strongest proof of which is found in the 

Dravidian family of languages, comprising Tamil, Telugu, 

Malayalam and Kanarese, in addition to some less important 

ones. 

That the people of the Rig-V cda, who call~d themselves 

Aryans (i.e. noble ' of birth a:.nd race in 
Indo-Aryans. contrast to the native Dasas (i.e. of dark 

qolour), were from the same stock of human 

race as the Iranians and Europeans has been established by 

a comparative study of the I ndo· European languages. The 

original home of their common ancestors, popularly believed 

to have been somewhere in the southern steppes of Russia, 

is a subject of controversy. The eastern or A!:iatic branch 

of these migratory p€ople, however, broke up into two 

sections, one crossing the Hindu Kush and settling in 

southern Afghanistan and the other occupying Bactria 

(Balkh) and Iran (Persia). It is impossible to determine 

the date cf their separation accurately, but a careful study of 
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their ancient literatures shows that a very long interval of 

time did not intervene between the composition of the ear· 

liest h~·mns of the Rig-Veda and the migration of the Aryans 

into India. Here, as elsewhere, their movement into the 

interior of the country and the progress of their civilization 

were controlled and guided by geographical and economic 

conditions To distinguish them from the other branches 

of the Aryan race we call them by the name of 'Inda Aryans'. ,. 
The earliest literary source of our knowledge about ancient 

Vedic Period 
India is the Rig· Veda. It contains more 

than a thousand hymns collected in ten books 

These hymns, most of which are addressed to various gods, 

were not composed at the same time* or by the same author. 

Never- the less they provide us with plenty of U' ef ul inform a· 

tion about the life and activities of the Aryans The geo· 

graphical references in the hymn.s of the Rig Veda have made 

it possible to determine the reg!on where they were composed. 

The mention of Kabul, Swat, Kurram and Gomal as well 

as the names of the important rivers of the Punjab indicate 

the occupation of southern Afghanistan and the Punjab. ,. 
The fact tnat the Jumna is mentioned thrice and the Ganges 

referred to only once shows that they had not as yet con· 

*There is a difference of opinion amongst schobus about the date 

of the composition of the early Vedic hymns. rrof. Macdooell's sug· 

gestion of 1,500 B.C. as the earliest limit is not acc<tpted by some 

Indian scholars who put it much earlier. The well-known scholar, 

R.C. Dutt bas fixed "the period between 2,000 and 1,iOO B.C. as the 

approximate age of these ancient hymns " . (Ancient India, p. o), 

8. G , Tilak iOes still further 3.nd places ''the earliest period in the 
Aryan civilization roughly between 6,000 and f,000 B.C. 
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quered the Gangetic valley. These conclusions based on 

• geographical references find further support in other avail· 

able evidence as, for instar:ce, the references to wild animals, 
crops and plants. 

The most remarkable event mentioned in the Rig· Veda 

Politicnl History is the Battle of the Ten Kings in which Sudas 
and Orgunlza- ( King of the Tritsus) defeated a confederation 
tlon. 

of his enemiei on the banks of the Parushni 

(the modern Ravi). This victory was soon followed by an· 

other battle on the Jumna in which he routed the combined 

forces of three tribes under the leadership of King Bheda, 

Of the ten tribes who had fought against Sudas, five are 

occasionally mentioned together and seem to have formed a ., 

kind of loose alliance Their names are Purus, Turvasas, 

Yadus, Anus, and Druhyus The Purus who liveJ on the 

banl<s of the Sarasvati amalgamated, at a later period, with 

the Bharatas and formed a new combination known as 

Kurns who come into prominence in the Brahmanic period, 

Besides these inter-tribal battles the Aryans had to wag.e 

wars of extermination against the aborigines. The Vedas 
( 

do not give us a connected story or even the main incidents 

of this war which must have continued for centuries, but we 

meet with _hymns invoking the help and the blessing of gods 

against the darkskinned aborigines, "who fought with all the 

obstinacy and skill of barbarians", They are condemned 

chiefly because they do not worship the Aryan gods 

Aryan tribes were ruled by a king whose most important 

function lay in protecting the lives and interests of his sub ­

jects. In war he led. the armies, but we know very little 

of bis activities in the days of peace, The purohita (priest) 

,(-: 
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piayed a highly important role and was undoubtedly the most 

influential figure in the Court. "The Verl ie Purohit.a", says • 

A , s~ Keith, "was the forerunner of the Brahman statesmen 

who from time to time in India have shown conspicuous 

ability in the mangement of affairs and there is nJ re:1son to 

. doubt that a Vicvamitra or a Vasishta was a most important 

element of the Government of the early Vedic realm,, ,;, The 

numerous references to the fc1JTiilies of the puroJiitas show 

that they commanded a wide influence in th~ early Aryan 

society,. although it had not become priest-ridden as yet. 

The kings were usually hereditary but did r.ot enjoy very 

extensive powers which were limited by .he tribal assembly 
called Samiti or Sabha. t 

vVar was the main occupation of the early Aryans and 

probably all the men of the tribe had to fight 
Ind us tries and 
Occupations. under th~ leadership of their ruler. The king 

and his nobles used chariots while the masses 

fought as foot foldiers; caval1 y did not exist although horse­

riding was not unknown. For weapons they had spears, 
swords and axes besides bows and arrows 

• 
The Vedic Aryans were essentially a pastoral people 

living in small villages protected by hedges or earthworks 

against wild animals and human foes Bulls and oxen were 

used for ploughing the land, dogs for hunting the animals 

and horses for drawing the chariots; !cheep, goats ar:d asses 

were also domesticated, but the main scurce of wealth was 

•cam bridge H ist0ry, Vol I, p . 95. 

tSome scholars have suggeste<i that they were two different bodies, 

SamiLi being the tribal and Sabha the village assembly. Ibid, p, 96, 
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the possession of cattle. Agriculture was their chief industry, 

Y a1.:a (barley) being the chief crop. Wheat was cultivated, 
• 

but ri ce is not mentioned Spinning, weaving, dyeing, tan· 

ning, carpentry and metal work were some of the other 

indu~tries that they had developed. The early Aryans were 

not good navigators- and did not go beyond constructing 

boats of a very simple type which could take them across the 

rivers but were of no use id the ocean, Fishing is not men· 

tioned as a regular industry. 

The Vedic Indians were meat eaters and the slaughter· 

ing of oxen accompanied sacrificial rites and 
Food and Dress. 

ceremonies Sheep and goats were also,,. 

slaughtered for food, but the flesh of the horse was probably • 

taken at the time of hoLe sacrifices orily. Milk. Ghee, fruits 

and vegetables were other irnportant art icles of food . It is 

to be noted, however, that the cow bore a sanctity and has 

been given the epichet a ghnya <not to be killed , in 

the Rig-Veda. 

Their dress( consisted of garments prepared from the wool 

of the sheep as well as skins Ornaments were used both by 

men and women, Simi larly, both the sexes wore and comb· 

ed their hai r , although in different manners. Beards were 

not unusual. 

The Vedic Aryans worshi pped the vari ous phenomena of 

Nature, from sky-Father ( Dyaus) to the 
Religion and beautiful river goddess Sarasvati. Varuna was Philosophy. 

'the r,ky god p ar excellence" and some of 

the best hymns in the Rig-Veda ar = ,:i ddressed to him , But 

in the course of time Indra., the god of rain, became the most 

• 
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prominent deity, He vas conceived as "the ideal warridr, 

who ri es in bis war-chariot, armed with the thunder bolt, 

helping his worshippers in their battles against their foes the 

Dasyu, and quaffing huge cups of the exhilarating Soma­

juice which they offer to him, His ch ief exploit was the 

slaying of the dragon Vrita, who had shut up the kine, the 

stcrm-clouds which bring rain to the fields, in the mountain­

caverns" .'~ Indra, therefore, field his exalted posi t ion 

because he was believed to sh ower victories in war and rain 

in peace. The importance of the sun-worship is shown by the 

fact that t here are no less than five names of the Sun-god, 

Surya being the most popular. Vishnu, another of the names 

of the Sun-god in the Vedic Age, became the Supreme Pre-

server of all beings at a later t ime. Agni (fire' and Soma 

came next and were importa nt for the performance of 

religious rites. Soma was an intoxicating drink extracted 

from a plant which the Aryans k new even before they 

entered India. Later on it grew. in signi ficance and was 

identified with Moon, Of the godde;ses the most prominent 

were .Ushas tDa,vn) and Sarasvati river oddess). Some 

of the most beautiful hymns are in praise of Ushas who 

is sometimes represented as a 'careful mistress of the house', 

sendi ng people to their work, and sometim es as a handsome 

and decorated bride. 
' T hese are some of the large number of Vedic gods 

and goddernes who play a very significant part in the life of 

the Aryans. They protect them from their enemies and pro, 

*India , A short cultural History, by H G. Rawlinson, edited D)' 

Prof, G. G. Seli$man, pp. 27 ;?9, .. -
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vide them with all the necessaries of material and spiritual 
life. In the later portion of the V tdas we find a marked 

improvement in their religious conceptions. The mono· 

theistic tendencies become more apparent, "The True 

is One, although the wise call him by many names". This 

lofty eonception of a Supreme Deity along· with the discus­

sion of other complicated problems as, for instance, the 

Creation of the Universe, provide us with the earliest speci­

mens of lndo-Aryan Philosophy and enable us to see "the 
journey of the human mind in the Rig-Veda ......... from the 

simple, child-like admiration of the ruddy dawn or the break­

ing storm, to the sublime effort to grasp the mysteries of 

creation and its great Creator" (Dutt'. These philosophi· 

cal speculations were confined to the "advanced spirits of the 

age" only, while the simple and ignorant masses still "poured 

libations and offered cakes" to their old gods. 

The Rig· Veda does not say much about the life after 

death. Burial was the earlier met hod of disposing of 

the dead, but it gave place to cremation. Yama was the 
( ' 

King of the dead; all men went to him after death; he took 

the virtuous to the realm of happiness, The practice of sati, 

belief in the doctrine of transmigration and the worship of 

idols did not exist, and temples were not constructed although 

priests had irown in influence. 

The social organization of the early Inda Aryans was 

Social 
Conditions. 

patriarchal, family being the centre of the 
Society, The father was the head of the 

family and his children and grand-children 

lived with him in the same house. Woman was held in 

respect and played an important pa!t in domestic life. 

,, 

l 
I 
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Monogamy was the usual practice, but polygamy was not 

unkt1own Child marriage did not exist, and widows were 

permitted to remarry but in very rare cases. The authority • . 
of the head of the family was extensive, and the ownership 
of the family property was probably invested in him alone, 

but individual ownership in movable articles was certainly 

recognized. The daughters did not inherit the father's 

property and were regarded less important than the sons who 

alone could perform the funeral• rites. The property of a 

man having no son passed on to the son of his daughter. 

The life of the Vedic Aryans was much too simple to 

admit of the complicated system of caste distinctions 

There is no doubt that they emphatically asserted their 

superiority over the aborigines whom they conquered and 

dispossessed of their lands, but no such distinctions were 

made among the conquerors themselves But as they settled 

down in the country their life became more complicated' and 

society more elaborately organized \Ve have definite 

evidence in the Purusha-Suhha hymn of the Rig· Veda of 

the division of the people into four classes, Brahmans, 

Rajanyas, Vaishyas and Sudras, which undoubtedly became 

the foundation of the future caste system of India. This 

early organitation of the Society on a functional basis was, 

however, fundamentally different from the later caste 

· system because professions were not hereditary in the for­

mer case. 

The most popular amusement of the warlike Aryan was 

chariot-racing. Gambling and drinking were 
Amusements. his common vices and the former often led 

him to incur debts. Dancing and music 
had ma.de considerable progress. 
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It should be borne in mind that inspite of the ptrsistent 

researches and precious work done by the scholars our 

picture of the Vedic life is only dim Besides "the 11lifficul 

ties of the language of the poems, the strange modes of 

expression, and the remoteness of the ideas", we find very 

scanty information which is useful for reconstructing ~he 

story of the history and civilization of that period. 

--c ·-

.. 
t 

CHAPTER III. 
The Arynn~. 
(Epic Age). 

The next stage in the history of the Indo Aryans has 

often been called 'the Epic Age', although 
Vedic 
Literature. the literature on which we rely for our 

information is far more varied than is 

contained in the well known l!pic Poems -the Raniayana 

and the Mahabharata . Besides the Sa111Jiita ':' of the 

Rig Veda we have three other Vedas - Sama · Veda, 

Y ajnra- Veda and Atharva-Veda. Of these collections the 

first two are comparatively unimportant because they borrow 

abundantly from the Rig Veda : the Sama· Veda consists 

of selected hymns "arranged solely with reference to their 

place in the Soma sacrifice", and the Yajura-Veda, has 

sacrificial formulas for the pre;iding priest The Atharva· 

Veda "repre~ents the old-world beliefs of the common 

people about evil spirits and the efficacy of spells and 

incantations rather than the more advanced views of the 

priests". Although later in date it give., us much useful 

information about the history of early civilization. 

In addition to the Samhitas of the Vedas we have 

supplementary works in prose --Brahmanas, Aryanakas 

and Upanishads -which are regarded by the Hindus as 

parts of the Vedas revealed like the Samhitas proper, The 

•"~ ' 'The essential fundamental part of each of the four 

Ye:las i• a Samhita or collection of metrical hymns, prayers, spells, or 

charms mixed in some cases with prose passa:es." (The Oxford 

History of India by V. A. Smith, p. 17). 
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Brahmanas are voluminous explanations of the Vedic texts 

and deal with ceremonial aspect of religion. "They are 

generally uninteresting and vapid" (Dutt's Ancient India, . 
p. 49). The Aryanakas or Fcrest Books , supposed to 

be "imparted or studied in the solitude of the forest", are 

included in the Brahnanas The Upanishads, literally 

meaning "sitting under" are philosophical treatises dealing 

with mystic and secret knowledge and "belong to the latest 

stage of Brahmana literat'ure" Some of them are the 

foundation of the Vedanta philosophy and teach the 

doctrine of Pantheism .':' 

The religious or semi religious literature produced at a 

comparatively later period has been classified under four 

headings-Sutras, Ep£cs, Law·Books and Puranas and 

* It is to be noted that the entire Vedic literature was styled 

Sn,ti (or 'revelation ' ) and was to be distinguished from the mass of 

later "traditional learning " known as Smriti, 

t\.fax \tJuller has ' "divided the Vedic period into four, that of the 

Sutra literature, 600-200 H C , the Brahmanas, 800 600 B.C , the U a ntra 

period, including Jbe later portions of the Rig-Veda, 1000-8Gv H,C, 

and the Chbandas, covering the older and more primitive hymns, 

1200-IOOOBC," CambridgeHistory, Vol 1,p 112. 

Evidently, this demarkation of the four periods cannot be exact, 

but it certainl}' gives us the order of the stages through which Vedic 

civilization had to pass 

Jt may be added that by this time some scholars had been able to 

clarify the te~hoique of the Vedic literature in treatises known a5 

Ved«nnjas and Up,wetlas. The six Vedangas deal with phonetics 

(siksl1a), metre ( cltlrnnd11s , etymnlogy 1\'irukta), grammar ( Vyakarana), 

religious practice (Kalp4), and astrology ( J'yotiska ; while the Upavedns 

deal with medicine (Aym-veda), war or arche1y (Dhanurveda), music 

lGandarvaveda), and art and architecture (Arlhasltaslra or (SiljJa-Veda). 

• 
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has served as a valuable source of information about condi 

tion5 .prevailing at that time. The Sutras from the word 

Sutr, meaning "a thread" . deal with Vedic ritual as well as 

customary law and were composed with the object of 

affording "a clue through the mazes of Brahmanical learning 

contained in the Brahmanas". The Brah111a11as were 

verbose and complicated in style and, therefore, unsuited for 

purposes of learning which was .. done by rote It was consi 

dered necessary to replace them by condensed manuals of 

ritual and law which could satisfy the requirements of the 

system of oral instruction. In their enthusiasm for brevity, 

howeyer, these writers went to such an extreme that some­

times they could not be understood without the help of 

commentaries The well -known saying that a Sutra writer 

would feel as happy on economising a short vowel as on the 

birth of a ~on gives us an idea of the exaggerated value 

attached by him to brevity of expression The three cla~ses 

of Suf1'as were the Srauta Sutras, dealing with the cere ­

monies of Vedic sacrifice~, the Grihya Sutras, explaining 

the rules of house ·hold worship and do~estic life, and the 

Dha1-ma Sutras, containing civil, criminal and social laws. 

The two wel-lknown sister epics of Hindu India--the 

Ramayana and the Mahabharata - will ever 

Epics. be ragarded as a precious source of informa· 

tion for the civilization of the Aryans in this 

period, They have always exercised a unique influence on 

Hindu mind and as 5iuch have played a vital part in the 

shaping of Hindu culture The time of their composition 

and the authenticity of their contents have been questioned, 

but this does not diminish their value in the ayes of scholars, 
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There is a difference of opinion as to which of them is earlier, 

' and in spite of the popular bel ief to the contrary, some ~ren.t 

scholars hold that Mahabh arata was composed about a 

century before the Ramayana . 

The Mahabharat a, in its present form , consi sts of 

about 100,000 couplets and is undcubtedly "a mass of 

compositions by diverse authprs of various dates" 0 H I., 
p 28). The main story - the conflict between the Kurns 

and Pandus -· covers only a fraction of the work and is too 

well-known to be narrated here in details The hundred 

Kuru brothers, led by Duryodhana, were the sons of 
Dhritarashtra, and their cousins, the flve Panclu brother:, led • 

by Yudhishthira, were the sons of Pandu. On account of the 

blindness of his elder brother Pandu succeeds to the ancestral 

throne at Hastanapu1; but his premature death compels the 

blind Dhritarashfra to tal·e 11p the work of government . 

The cousins develop fee'ings of rivalry and jealousy as they 

grow into manhood, and the Par,du brothers slip away from 

the capital In their exile they succeed in securing all :ances 

of other tribes, tlfle most remarkable being with the Pan· 

chalas ,vhose beautiful princess, Draupadi, becomes the 

beloved wife of all the five brothers . On their return the 

Pandus succeed in est ablishing a small but prosperous princi· 

pality for themselves This exci tes Duryodhana's jealousy, 
who prepares a scheme of overthrowing his ri val !:- by enticing 

them to a gambling bout in spite of the protests of his old 

and helpless father The Pand us lose their state, freedom 

and wife and are ullim::i.tely compelled to go again into a 

long exile . The fact that they had been made the victims 

of cheating and their common but beloved wife insulted 
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and "dragged into the assembly of men and made a slave 

dishonoured" keeps their anger · and spirit of revenge alive 

and "causes Bhima to vow that he will drink the blood of 

the Kuru prince, a threat which he fulfils on the field there· 

after". Both ·parties secure allies and meet at the battle­

field of Kurukshetra where they fight for eighteen days, 

All heroes and warriors of note including : he Kuru prince~ 
are killed and "Yudhishtra waded through blood to the · 

ancient throne of Kuru-land". But ultimately the Pandu' 

brothers retire into the mountains and are "admitted into 

Indra's heaven". Considerable additions have been made to 

• this epical and original portion of the Mahabharata in 

• the form of stories and episodes and philosophical discussions, 

the most notable being the famous poem 'Tht Bhap,wad­
Gita' or the Lord's Song'. 

Unlike the Mahabharata, the Ranuyana is one long 

poem having about 2+/)00 couplets and composed by one 

author (Valmiki . Although it is not entirely free from later 
additions it deserves being called an epic far more than the 

Mahabharata because it deals with the life !nd achievements 
of Prince Rama of Ayodhia . 

That the scene of Aryan activities has now shifted to­

wards the east has been taken to indicate that the Mahabha· 

rata was composed earlier than the Ramayana Rama has 

to go into exile on account of the machinations of his step­
mother, Kaikai, who succeeds in securing the throne of her 

husband, Dasaratha, for her own son, Bharata Rama's wif e, 
Sita, and his brother, Lakshamana, share the exile with him. 

The story of Sita's abduction by Ravana, the King of Ceylon, 

and her recovery by Rama. who defeated him with the help 
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of Ha.numana, the king of the 'Monkeys', is well known and 

' is staged by the Hindus like a drama all over the country 

even to this day On the expiry of his exile Rama ~omes 

back to Ayodhia and occupies his father's throne. But the 

domestic happiness of the royal couple is 1narred by the 

suspicions of the people who believed that Sita had not returned 

untainted. Rama yielded to the popular demand and sent 

away her beloved but unfortunate wife Sita who was 

pregnant was received by Valmiki, the reputed author of the 

Rmnayana. In the hermitage of this saint she gave birth to 

her tv, in sons who grew into brave and sturdy boys and 

learnt the epic poem under the guidance of the author himself. 

Their father met them by accident. He had decided to 

perform the horse sacrifice and permitte::l the selected animal 

to roam at large. It managed to reach the hermitage of 

Valmiki and was detained by his youthful wards Rama's 

servants having failed to recover the animal, he went there 

in person and embraced the twins "in a passion of grief and 

repentance" when he learnt that they were his own sons. 

But the unfortunf te Sita ended her life in grief, the earth 

having "yawned and received its long -suffering child". The 

Ramayana, again unlike the Mahabharata, is a didactic 

poem : its hero, Rama, an incarnation of the deity, is "the 

ideal man", and his wife, Sita, "a model of womanhood". 

The Hindu Codes of law are Dharma·Sutras, which 

Law Books. have been mentioned above, and Dharma· 

Shastras, the most important of which, 
Manu Smriti has exercised a considerable influence on Hindu 

society. The word Dharma, generally translated as Law, 

has a wider significance than its modern equivalent. In the 
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Sutr'as, for instar.ce, it embraces domestic duties also, espe­

cially of a religious and ethical nature "The Dharma Sutras 

treat ·of private and associ:1ted life together. They mention 

domestic rituo1.l and stres5 iLS importance, but they pass on 

quickly to speak of social custom, law and government" .* In 

the Dhanna-Shastras, on the other band, law is the principal 

SL1bject discussed, and Manu's Code, one of the oldest of 

them, is the main source of• modern Hindu Law. It is 

difficult to fix up even approximately the periods during 

which these works were compiled, but modern scholars 

generally agree in assigning the Sutras to a period before the 

Christian era and the Shastras to the early centuries of its 

• first millenium It is needless to add that these treatises 

serve as very useful sources of historical information for this 

period and throw abundant light on the structure and work· 

ing of Society in those days . 

The Puranas are eighteen long poems containing tradi-

Puranas. 
tional genealogies of gods, rishis and patri• 

archs as well as philosophic discussions on 

primary and secondary creation and th~ accounls of the 

reigns of some kings and dynasties Like other works of the 

ancient period they were compcsed at different times and 

constantly subjected to alterations and interpolations by later 

writers. On the one hand we find that "works of this des· 

cription and bearing the s1me title are mentioned in the 

Atharva- Veda and in the Brahmanas", while, on the other 

we can detect "traces of sixteenth century influence" in some 

*"The Tl.ieory of Government in Ancient India", by I3eni Prasba.d, · 
p. 158 . 
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of them*. It is almost certain, however, that they were 

"brought up-to-date" and that most of their contents were 

settled in the centuries following th~ disintegration ef the 

Gupta Empire. The main obstacle in utilizing these volu­

minous works is that it is well nigh impossible to distinguish 

the older portions from later additions, and one has to take 

ample precautions before arriving at conclusions on the basis 

of information supplied by them. A striking feature of the 
' ( 

Puranas which strengthens the view that extensive portions 

of their contents belong to the latter half of the first millenium 

of the Christian era is the presence of sectarian disputes, t 
"each sect upholding the supremacy of its own special deity, 

chosen from the copious store-house of the modern Hindu • 

pantheon". (Ancient India by R. C. Dutt, p 156), 

Evidently, this extensh e and varied literature spreads 

itself over a long period of time during which Aryau Society 

must have undergone numerous changes . But it is impossi­

ble to give here a detailed and chronological account of these 

changes as reflected in contemporary literature vVe can 

() 

*Cf. Beni l-'raRhad'c: Theory of Government in Ancient India, 

Chapter VII, and E. J. Rapson ' :s 'Ancienl India ', Chapter V. 

Mr V. A. Smith has attempted to prove that it is incorrect to say 

that the Puranas refer to the l/1 ussalmans. Vide ' 'The Early History of 

India, 2nd edition, pp. 19 and 2C. 

tThe well known :'anskrit scholar, Buhler, describes them as 

"popular sectarian compilations of mythology. philosophy. history and 

the sacred law; intended , as they are now u,ed , for the instruction of the 

unlettered classes, including the upper division of tbe Sudra Varna". 

('Laws of \1anu' as quoted by V. A. Smith in 'The Oxford History of 

lndi,.', p. 33), 
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attempt only a brief and general survey cf the main features 

of political, social and religious life of the people during these 

centurtes ever-the-less, it will give us a fairly correct 

idea of the progress made by the Aryans as well as their 

deterioration in some ph1.ses d life and thu enable us to 

compare these conditions of life wi~h those of their ancestors 

of the early "/edic Age. 

From the Punjab the i\.ryan1s moved east-ward and the 
Political 
History. 

scene of their activities in the e later centu­

ries is the MiddL Country or Mndhya -desha 

which, according to Manu, extended from Vinasana where 

the Sarz.svati loses itself to Prn.yaga where the Ganges and 

the Jumna meet. A change in geographical conditions had 

naturally brought about a regroupir.g of the tribes. The 

position of eminence occupie l by the Bharatas in the Vedic 

Age is now held by the Knrus and their allies, the Pancbalas. 

Kurukshetra, tbe land of the Kurns, becomes the centre of 

Brahrnanical cultnre, and the leading 1 rihes of the Rig-Vedic 

days recelle into obscurity The Rharatas and the Purus 

seem to have mingled with the Kurns and lccst their identity, 

while the name of the Pancl11las clearly suggests that they 

were compo ed of five tribe~. Asandivat, better known as 

Hastanapur, was the capital of the Kurns and Karnpila and 

Ahichchatra were the le1.ding towns of the Panchalas. It 

is impossible to have a connected account of the history of 

India for this period on the basis of incidental references to 

kings and dynasties in the contemporary religious literature. 

The <lynastic lists of the Puranas as well as the traditional 

accounts that have come down to us are not entirely reliable, 

and it is extremely difficult to separate history frcm myth. 
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Of the Kuru kings Parikshit was a successful ruler, as, 

according to a hymn of the Atharv a· Veda, "his reign was a 

kind of golden age". He was succeeded by Janamejaya, the 

eldest and the ablest of his several sons He was a great 

warrior and made extensive conquests which included the 

famous city of Taxila, where Vaisampayana is said to have 

1elat~d to him the story of the Maliabharala He performed 

the snake as well as the horse-s1crifice; but the fact that his 
(' 

brothers also performed the horse -sacrifice suggests that the 

kingdom was dividej among them. The later Kurus had to 

face a number of misfortunes, and one of them, Nichakshu, 

was ultimately compelled to remove his capital to Kausambi 

The Vasas and Usinaras were the neighbours of the Kuru - • 

Panchalas, while the Srinjayas were closely connected with , 

the Kui us; but we know very little about them 

After the fall of th~ Parikshitas the kingdom of Videha 

comes into prominence. It corresponded to a rart of no1 thern 

Bihar and was separatei from Kosala Oudh by the Gandak 

and from Magadha (South Bihar by the Ganges . Mithila 

was the capital of V1deha, and its greatest ruler was the 

well known Kin<g Janaka. Unfortunately we do not possess 

any account of his wars and conquests, hut the fact that be is 

called a Samraj is enough to prove that he was a powerful 

king .* His fame, however, rests on his p1tronage of learn­

ing which attracted Brahmans fro;n distant places and 

*" .............. ... ..... . .. .. .. . by offerin g the Raj ... suya he becon!es king 

and by the Vajapeya. h~ becomes Samraj ; a nd the office of king is the 

lower. and that, 11 £ Sarnraj; the higher " (Satapa tha Brahmana as quoted 

by H l{aychaudhry in 'Political History of Ancient India ' , p. 32). 
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d 't possible for him to listen to and enjoy their philoso· 
ma e l h C t The most celebrated cf these 
phic di'?cussions at t e our . 
scholars was Yajnavalkya VaJasaneya 

h t f Videha lay the Kosala Kingdom whose 
Tot ewes o . 

. d th ·r descent from Ikshvaku and had their 
1 aJaS trace el .. contem· 

't l t Ayodhiy3. Prasena)lt of Kosala was a 
cap1 a a · h' t h. but he 

f B ddha and was intere~ted m is eac mgs, 
porary o u ddh' t f 'th lar convert to the Bu is a1 . 
did not become a regu . 

. f K la ha<l to fight frequent wars with the 
The lungs o osa ' 
n-ai hbouring states of Kasi and Magadha They were 

- g f 1 . t the former but could not check the growth 
success u agai ns . 

dh h . h ultimately absorbed their state. 
-of Maga a w 1c 

. f .1 f Kac;i (Benares) was descended, 
The ru\m~ am1 Y o · 

h P ~·as from the well-known tribe of the 
according to t e i1-ra,. ' 

B t l
.t appears that it was later on supplanted by 

Bharatas u 

h 1
. o' 1{·1ngs known as Brahamadattas who were 

anot er me • . 
. . .· AJ'atasatru of Kasi who is reputed like 

of V1dehan ongm. 
his distinguished contemporary, Janaka, for his_ patr~nage of 

. b 1 d to this latter dynasty. Kr-s1 earned on a 
le2.rnmg e onge 

'th 1rosala which in spite of some early successes, war w1 :i.. , , 

ended in her total defeat and absorption by the latter. 

Besides these tribes of the Madhyadesha there- were 
. t t states in the north-west, Gandhara, with 

some 1mpor an . 
Taxila and Pushkalavati as its chief towns, included ~er~1to-
. d b the Peshawar and Rawalpindi d1stncts, n es now covere Y 
T ax ila hr.d already become famous as a seat of learning, and 

it retained this fame in the period of Buddhist ascendancy. 

To the sou:h of Gandhara lay the lands of the Kaikeyas and 

Madras. One of the Kaikeya kings, Asvapati, was a 
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celebrated teacher and is said to have imparted instruc· 
tion to a number of well-known Brahmans, 

Buddhist and Jain records mention sixteen big States 

The Mahajana­
padas. 

(l\fahajanapadas) which existed in India 

in the period preceding their rise . Their 

is a slight•difference in their lists, but most of 

the States are common.~ Some of the important ones 

not mentioned above deserve a brief notice Anga lay 

to the east of Magadha Its capital Champa was situated 

on the river of the same name and was one of the six great 

cities in the time of Buddha - There was a war of supremacy 

between Anga and Magadha, which ended v,,ith the destruc· • 

tion of the former at the hands of Bimbisara The Vajjis • 

had formed a confederacy of several tribes which included 

besides others, the Lichchavis and the Vi.dehans They 

were strong enough to be regarded as a 'formidable obstacle to 

the ambitions of Aja.tasatru of Magadha", whose "envoy saw 

that the V a.i.fis could be overcome by the King of Magadha 

not in open battle, but only by diplomacy and breaking up 

the alliance". The Li ch cha vis were perhaps the most influ­

encial of the confederated tribes, and eight centuries later 

Samudragupta speaks with pride that his mother belonged 

to this ancient line The Mallas were t!-::e neighbours of the 

Lichchavis. _Their capital, Kusinara ( Kusinagara), was at 

one time a prosperous and big city, but ultimately their terri­

tory was conquered and annexed by Magadha The Chedis 

·were one of the serveral tribes that surrounded the Kurns. 

They were an ancient people and are mentioned in the Rig· 

Veda, but we know very little of their early history, The 

Vatsa Kings, with Kausambhi as their capital, trace their 
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descent from the Bharatas, Their kinq, Udayana, is an impor· 

tant figure in Sanskrit literature The Surase11as had the . 
important city of Mathura as their capital They were a 

noteworthy tribe even in the time of Megasthenes although 

their territory must by then have long been 1a part of the 

Mauryan empire , The Kingdom of Avanti, with Ujjain 

as its capital and roughly corresponding with Malwa, was 

ruled by Haihaya dynasty. Bur it was over-thrown by a 

usurper Pradyota under whose descendants the kingdom of 

A vanti rose to power and became a rival of M agadba. In 

the end, however, it was defeated and annexed by Magadha, 

Magadha, which occupies a very prominent place in the 

• states of northern India had a long history The earliest 

of its recorded dynasties was founded by Brihadratha, and 

all we know of it is that it came to an end in the sixth cen· 

tury B C. When we enter the realm of history proper as 

recorded in Buddhist and Jain works we find Bimbisara on 

the throne of Magadha, who seems to have seized the throne 

in circumstances more or less similar to those which brought 

Chandragupta Maurya into power at a •later elate He 

was the son of Bhattiy i and distinguished himself by con. 

quering and annexing to his father's dominion the neighbour· 

ing state of Anga. Under Bimbisara Magadha rme to great· 

ness, which is indicated by his matrimonial alliances, for 

among his wives he had princesses cf Kosala and Vafrali 

Be is credited w,th having founded the city of Rajag:iha 

and having met Buddha several times His son and sue · 

cessor Ajatasatru was, according to Buddhist tradition, an 

enemy of that faith and is said to have thr( wn his father, 

Bimbisat'a, into priwn where he was left to die of starvation, 

I 
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Ori becoming a convert to Buddhism he expressed his contri· 

. tion for these crimes before Buddha himself. It is difficult 
• 

to say bow far these details of the story represent true facts . 

Ajatasatru was a great warrior and succeeded in annexing 

Vaisali after a long war . The dynasty of Bimbisara ended 

on account of a popular rising which brought a minister 

named Sisunaga to power. In his time Magadha was power· 

ful enough to have defea\ed the kingdo:n of Avanti . About 

, the beginning of the fourth century B. C. the throne of 

Magadha w1.s seized by Mahapadama, the founder of the 

Nanda dynasty, which continued to rule until its overthrow 

by Chandragupta Maurya. 

The religion and society of the Aryans, like other .phas~s 

of their life, had undergone a change under 
Religion and 
Society. 

the new environments of the Gangetic valley 

A settled and more or less isolated life with 

comparatively easy means of obtaining wealth had _created 

a taste for pomp and show ·which is exhibited in the elabo· 

rate arrangement of sacrifices The priests had begun to attach 

a uniq 113 i:n<i,>orta!lce to th3 minutest details in the perfor · 

ma.nee of sacrificial rites, which naturally diverted the atten · 

tion of the worshippers from the objects to the form of wor· 

ship. The voluminous Brahman.as which signal)y lack 

"the fervency and the earnestne5s of the Vedic hymns" give 

us a true idea of the complexities of these ceremonies and the 

growing ascendancy of the priests and contain mythological 

stories developed on the simple and elementary ideac.; express· 

ed in the Vedic hymns, "The simile of the sun pursuing 

the Dawn-goddess", for instance, "lent itself easily to a tale 

•.. oI Prajapati seducing his daughter, and thus creating and 
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peopling this uni~erse". But in the U panishadas we can 

find the P.hilosophic ideas of the nobler thinkers of the age . 

The monotheistic conception of one Supreme God is further 

developed into the pantheistic idea of a Universal Soul, 

which is the basic principle of the Upanishad philosophy . 

The Universal Soul "permeates the hum1.n body, as a lump 

of salt, to me the favourite simile of the authors of the ' · 

Upanishads, per ·neates a bowl of w{ter", We h::i.ve in the 

Chhandogya U pan is had the story· of the sage who asks his 

son to put some salt in water After some ti me w-nen they 

become inseparable, the father s:1.ys, "Even so That Rea· 

lit¥ is here in this body. though thou dost not perceive it . 

That atom which forms the essence of the Universe That 

ls 'the Truth, That is the Soul. That art Thou" \ An'ather 

doctrine which is e"<pounded for the first time is that of 

metempsychosis or transmigration of the soul from body to 

body according to the deeds of the person until its re ·absorp• 

tion in the Universal Soul 

These are few of the many problems connected with life 

and death which are discussed in the works that. have b3en 

mentioned above. It was a period of mental activity and 

religious stir, and naturally these conditions brought into 

existence different schools of thought The process must 

have continued for centuries, and there is no doubt that the 

Buddhist and Jain systems were links of the same series . 

Along with these developments in the form3.l and meta­

Caste. 
physical a~pects of religion the Aryan Socie· 

ty had also changed its basic structure. The 

'Chhandogya Upa"ishad (Vl. 13 J as quoted by Rawlinson tlndia, 
p. 40) from ''Sacred Books of the East", 

"' 
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most striking feature of their social life in this period is the 

growth and development of the caste system which has ever 

been 'the most vital principle of Hinduism', and has domi· 

nated the life and manners of the Hindus for three thousand 

years. A caste has been defined as "a collection of families 

or groups of families, bearing a common name which usually 

denotes or is with a mythical ancestor, human or di vine; 

professing to follow the sa.me calling; and reg3.rded by 

those who are competent to give an cpinion as forming a 

single homogeneous community"*. 

Some writers have traced the origin of the caste-system 

to the Vedic period and argue that "in the Purus ha sukta or 

'Hymn of Purusha', which belongs to the latest stratum of • 

the Rig.Veda, and which in mystic terms describes the 

creation of the four castes from a primeval giant, occurs 

for the first time the term Cudra, which includes the slaves 

as a fourth class in the Aryan State". The view bas been 

questioned by some scholars of note, who regard the above 

hymn as nothing more than 'a highly :figurative, imaginative 

theory of creation'. Never-the-less, even if we accept this 
(. . 

latter interpretation of the hymn we cannot deny that "much 

of the ground-work upon which the later elaborate structure 

was based was already in existence" in the Vedic period.~ 

*Imperial Gazetteer of India ( 1908), I 31 I. 

Dr V A Smith, however, does not agree with ~his view. "The fami­

lies composing a caste may or may not h..tve traditions of descent from a 

common ancestor, and, as a matter of facr, may or may not belong to 

one stock" The Oxford History of India, p. 34. 

tFor a discussion of these different views see Prof. A, B. Keith's 

article in Cambridge History, Vol. I, pp. 86, 92, 93, and V. A. mith's 

(Continual'"' next page), 

• 
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The Aryan history in India begins with a war against the 

aborigines for whom they soon began to entertain hatred and 

conte~pt which are well indicated by epithets like Dasyus 

(demons) or anasah (nose-less used for them The defeat 

and subjugation of the aborigines did not change effectively 

the attitude of tr e conquerors who insisted on maintaining 

the purity of their race and the superiority of their culture. 

It is, therefore, to this instinct of, race presen: ation that the 

earliest and most elementary stages of caste-system may 

be traced, although, as later history shows, purity of blood 

became in the course of time a myth and the dark-skinned 

aborigines were admitted into the society of the fair-coloured 
• 

• 
Aryans . 

Moreover, the functional organization of society 

which became the most vital factor in the development 

and elaboration of the caste-systc m was also present in the 

Vedic period in the superiority of the Brahmans over others, 

With the growth of civilization their life became more 

systematic and religious ceremonies more complicated and 

technical. There is no doubt that the pri~sts must have 

attached undue importance to the minutest details of these 

rites, as this added to their own position and dignity. By 

the time that the Aryans had been able to establish power· 

ful States in the Gangetic valley the ascendancy of the 

O xford History of India, pp, 35 3 7. Both have quoted original antho­

riues to support their views Dr. Smith is gf opinion that much con­

fu sion has been caused by a "mistranslation of \.1anu's term Vnrana as 

'cas;te' whereas it should be rendered ''class" or ·'order" , or by some 
' 

eq ui valeo t term''. 
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Brahmans was a recognised fact . In the days of the 

'R· g-Veda the same person could lead the people to war and . 
preside over the religious ceremonies; but now they needed 

trained experts to act as priests and experienced men to 

conquer and administer the States T hus we h:we their 

society broken into separate clas~es on the basis of the 

duties which they were expected to perform . In the course 

of time their exclusiveness and !igidity as well as numbers 

kept on increa.sing until we had "about three thousand here­

ditary groups, each internally separated by the same rules 

from all other groups". Of the original four classes the 

Brahmans became the brain of the Society, studied and 

taught the Vedas and performed sacrifices; they were held 

in great respect and it was one of the greatest sins to kill a 

Brahman N ext to the Brahmans were the Kshatryas 

whose duty was to protect the life and property of the 

people. The Vaishyas were the cultivators, tradesmen and 

industrialists. The Sudras who included the non-Aryans 

were to live as serfs and slaves and performed menial duties 

Many causes hafe helped the growth and the multiplicity 

of castes . Inter -marriages among the Aryans and the non­

Aryans resulted in new groups who commanded greater 

respect than the Sudras in accord1.nce to the proportion of 

Aryan blood in them. Another reason was the expansion 

and development of arts and era f ts, for particular professions 

were becoming hereditary in different families . The foreig­

ners who came from time to time also added new castes and 

sub-castes Besides these factors local conditions also must 

have played an important role in this process of multiplica­

tion. It has been suggested by some scholars that the 

• 
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victories of the Muslims indirectly encouraged the growth 

and rigidity of the caste system, as "the Hindus, unable on 
( 

the whole to resist the Muslims in the field, defended them· 

selves passively by the increased rigidity of caste association', 

The caste system has been the most prominent feature 

of Hindu society for about three thousand 

Jierits and ne- years, and the fact that it has found its way 
merits of the 
Caste system. to the remot(;st corner of the country and 

survived the shocks of political and religious 

revolutions is enough to prove that it must have had some 

merits The institution of caste is to be understood as an 

integral part of the social, economic and religious life of the 

Hindus On the one hand it is inseparably connected with 

religious doctrines like that of Karma and r .::birth, while 

on the other it is the cause as well as the result of the growth 

and expansion of craft and industry It promotes the spirit 

of self-sacrifice, teaches an individual ~o subordinate himself 

to an organized body and facilitates the pre,,ention of 

pauperism . 

The demerits of the system are ob\'ious. It has militat· 
( 

ed against the evolution of a nation in India. The members 

of the various castes could never cane eive of · a thing like 

national sol idarity an i never felt a concern for interests other 

than those of their own castes The duty of defending the 

country, for example, was entrusted to a pJrticular class and 

the rest of the people r mained indifferent. To them political 

and dynastic revolutions meant but little, for they hardly 

effected a change in their life and profession. Similarly it 

has barred the way to social progress The Hindus could 

not associate themselves with the foreigners Even today 
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a believer in the caste-system would not eat anything 

touched by a follower of any other religion or creed or a 

member of the depressed classes- Attempts have bee~ made 

in all ages by far -sighted and broad minded reformers to 

eliminate these rigours of caste distinction . From Buddha 

to Mr Gandhi one could count a large number of such 

reformers, but despite their enthusiasm and sacrifices for 

this cause their success has been only partial and even today 

caste system is the most prcminent feature of Hindu society 

Indeed it is almost impossible to conceive of a Hindu but 

as a member of some caste Evidently, therefore, the Indian 

social reformers shall have to fight a stiff and slow battle to 

release their countrymen from the grip of "the most disas- • 

trous and blighting of human institutions", to use the words • 

of Sir Henry Maine. 

Besides the growth and evolqtion of castes we find other 

vital changes in the social and economic life of the Aryans. 

Under the pressure of new factors there was a decline in the 

status and position of worn.en. She had no proprietary 

rights and polygamy, specially to ensure the birth of a son, 
(, 

was permitted. The birth of a daughter was "a source of 

misery" and a son was regarded as "a light in the highest 

heaven". 

In agriculture they had made a marked improvement 

in implements as well as the quality and species of grains 

produced. v\' heat, n ee, beans, and some vegetables 

are mentioned. In industry their progress was even 

more striking, and we hear of fishers, jewellers,workers 

in gold, car vers, potters, cooks, c.miths, merchants and 

usurers besides many other classes of skilled labourers. 
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Every profession had become more elaborate in organization 

with a systemat,c di vision of labour. Tm, lead and silver 

are a <led to their metals and elephants to the list of animals 

that were tamed. Few changes of importance are to be 

noticed in amusement, dress and food except that the doctrine 

of Ahimsa was gaining ground and meat-eating was dis· 

couraged. 

• 

--o-
' .. 

• 

f. 



CH:APTER IV. 

Rise of Jainism and Buddhism. 

The sixth . century B C . " 
nse to religious movement . ." is unusually fertile in gi . 
1mpossibl s m India" vmg e to accept the Buddh" ' and although it is 

count several scores of sud\' sch:~l and J,ain traditions which 

we cen safely '·b r s of heretical d . ' . l e ieve that th octnnes 
impu se sho · ere was ' wn m the rise and d I an extraordinary 

cal and philosophical id eve opment of new theolo . 
feature of th . eas at that time" gi-d e period is that we • Another striking 

an chronological data and c now have a more definite 
of the important events of th an speak with some cert . • 
debted to a b e period. For th. amty num er of brill. is we are . • 
been rewarded with . iant scholars whose I b m· . cons1derabl a ours have 
oriental scholarship Of th e success in the do . 
thou<Yht . ese different h main of 

O 

we are s · l sc ools f · 
dhist systems b... pec1a ly concerned with th J .o religious 

. ~cause they h d e am and B d 
history of the I d. ave eeply affect d h . u . on ian peopl e t e hf e d 
among the lead· . . e, and even to-d an IIl!i rehg1o f ay are c 
most extinct in Ind· . ns o the world. Buddh. ounted 

5

. ia, ts still I ism, now J 

,am and Ceylon· . popu ar in China J a -R . • while Jainism cl . ' apan. Burma 
aiputana and W aims man • Bud <l h. estern India J . . Y adherents in 

ism; but it could . a1msm is old 
and inf! never command er than 

uence as the latter had done• as much popularity 

Mahavira is generally regar t d . ue as the f 
Jlnas or Early ism. But the J a ins I . ounder of Jain. 
Reformers, for the origi f c ~1m a great antiqu ·t l n o their reli . i Y 

t iere were 23 Th. h g1on and say that 
srt an kc1rfis 'or p 1 rop 1ets) 
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before Mahavira. They are believed to ha e appeared aud 

preached the only true religion at different periods. we 
know' alroost nothing about these early relorm•" and the 

Jain traditions gi ve them incredibly Jong lives and ta\\ 
statures. The fi rst of them is said to have lived for several 

billions of years and possessed a height of two miles. But 
Parsvanath the i.st al them and, therefore, the predecessor 

al ~lahavira is supposed to have died 250 years belore l1i,n. 

He is stated to have been the son of a king of Beuaras and 

passed the first thirty years of his 1i I e in comfort and luxury· 
Theo be became an ascetic and attained perfect know· 

\edge alter a meditation al 84 days. This attainment of 
\mowledge was fo\\owed by 70 years of perfection and saint· 

' sh ip until he "reached bis ftnal liberation, Ni,.,,a!W, on the 

top of mount Sam meta surrounded by bis followers". 

• 

He was born in 540 B. C. at Vaisali. the capital of 

Videba. His father Siddbartha, was t\ie 

chief of a warrior-clan and bad married a 

princess al the distinguished family al th• Vcbcbavis, 
Tb1ougb bis mother Mahavira was, tberef.:>re, related to the 

kings of Magadha, At the age of thirty Vardbamana (for 
that was bis original name) joined the order of Parsvanath 
and the life of an ascetic [or the next twelve years during 

which be laid aside every kind of garment, practised medita· 

tion and suffered painful treatment at the bands of the bar· 

barons people in the course al bis wanderings until "be 

reached supreme knowledge and final deliverance from the 

bonds of pleasure and pain". Now be was a Jina (tbe con· 

queror), Mahav\ra (tbe great hero) and Kevalin \the all· 

knowing\ and entered upon the final stage of bis life, that of 

~\ahavtra. 
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a religious reform r . His followers ,vere called 'i.,.ir­

grnnthas' free from fetters' which was later supplanted by 

the modern name, 'J a1nas'. Tne remaining three d;cades 

of his life were spent in preacliing the new doctrines. In this 

connection he visited a number of places in the states of 

Anga, Videha and l\Tagadha and frequently met tbe well­

known rulers of l\lagadha, Bimbisara and his son Ajata­

sataru, whom the J ains as wLll as the Buddhists treat as con­

verts to their respective faiths. The Uuddhist sources men• 

ltOll some discussions between the followers of the two reli­

gions, which show that their relations were by 110 means 
frielldly. 

Tl,e main problem of the religious reformers at this • 

time was the liberation of soul from miseries • 

for wliid: they discovered, practised and 

taught differeut ways. The Jains do not belie\'e in a Sup­

reme Deity as the Cteator of the U L11verse and to them God 

is "only the highest, the noblest, and the fullest manifesta­

tion of all the powers which lie latent in tile soul of man''. 

The \'edantist clortrine of Uui,·ersal Soul is rejected and 

the dual person<ality of man - 1nrlterial aud spiritua[--is 

emphasized. In practical morality th~ Jains have always 

laid great stress on non -ltut ting of any k ind of life and have 

carried the doc tr 1ne of A llimsa l!luch farther th an the Bnd-

His Teachings 

dh ,~ts and the Brahmans by attrib11 ing life and consr ious· 

ness even to inanimate ohject c: , .... xtrPmr ascet ic is,n i::; an­

other prominent feature of the system, becau e it alone can 

lead one to the road of deliverance: self torture and death · 

by starvation are highly recommended. The outsideis find 

it difficult to recoucile the doctrine of .,lhi111sa \ ith the 

practice of suicide throu-0 h starvation, but the J ains ha\'e 
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* f th. In theory tfabavira . , their own explanation or is. . 
g1\J en . _ b " he modern Jam 

. cted the distinct1ons of caste, ut t 
h a s re e d h. Hindu brdher in the iron fetters 
is as fast bonn as ts 

of caste", 

d '1ed at Pav'a near Rajagriha in 468 B,C. Mahavira ,v 

when he was 72 years old after having wo.n 

Later History a pretty large .rnmber of converts to his 

of Jainism, teachings .. Besides the rivalry of the Bud· 

dhists and the followers of another contemporary religiou_s 

leader, Gosala, the founder of Jainism had to face the opposi­

t ion of some heretics among his adherents. His own ne~he~v 

• and son in-law, J amali, maintained heretical opinions until bis 

• death. \Ye possess but little authentic information about the 

progress of Jainism until the rise of the Mauryan dyn~sty but 

I th t the Nanda Kmgs of there is some ev1dencP to s ww a . 
Magadha were favourably inclined towards ,t. In the reign 

of Chandragupta l\1 anrya Bengal was faced with ~ se~ere 

famine which lasted for about twelve years. At this time 

the Jains had two high pr iests, Samhhutaviiaya an_d Bhadra· 

bahu. The latter collected his followers and migrated to 

southern India. On his return after several years he found 

. h d t . amono-st his co -religionists who that corruption a se m o 

h::i.d started wearing white clothes. The followers of Bha-

drabahu refused to a ccept such innovations which led to 

the great schism of the Jain community which now b~oke ~p 

in two ·ec ts, The Digambaras or sky-clad believe 10 

complete 1, ud ily whil e the Svetambarns wear white clothes. 

*See 1lrs. ~te,·enson s 'The Heart of Jainism' . 
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The 
ains, however b 

eastern P . ' soon egan to Jose ground in 
:ovinces of the M d 

definite e .d aga ha empire 
' en ce to ' 

Wes tward. prove that they had 
and we have 

begun to' move By the time of A 1 , 
lost contc se t ' th so rn s death they had almost 

w, eas tern I d . b 
el sew here, a nd h n ,a ut had gained influence 
I we ear of the · t 
ate r on o ti . ,r s rang pos ition in Ujjain and 

ie ex istence of a 
Mat hnra. ] . . prosperous Jain community i 

a1nism n ever w~nt beyond tl f . n 
count ry, b t h . 1e ront,ers of this 

ere It Droved st h 
v1vrng th e re t . ranger t an Buddhism in £ur. 

ac Ion s of the re vival f B 
as the shoc:::: ks f o rahmanism as well 

O numerous oolit' I . 
re volutions l . h . · ica , social and religious 

. WJic India has wi . 
mdJeniums d h tnessed during tl1ese two 

n a alf. 
The -1 

lustrious founder of Buddh. G 

Life of 
Gautama . 

b . 5 ism, au tam a*, was 
om in 67 B C K . 

of the Sak . , at apil~-vastu, the capital 
yas, a comparatively · 

·b . unimportant 
tn e. His father Suddh d 

taken as his , •. · ' o ana, who had 
wi ves two daughters of a . hb . 

was the I ader f . ne1g ourmg chief·,· 
t o his own tribe. The 
wo sisters gave birth t elder of the 

pleasant grQ) '- 0 her celebrated son In 
ve, called Lumbini, when she a 

way to the h f was on her 
mother ome o her parents A I 1 

die 1 . • wee' ater the 
eav1ng the baby to be nursed by h younger siste 

beyond daub • vVe know very little of his boyhood hut .t ~r 
that he w . l I IS 

Yasodhara, w as married early and that his wife 
s the dau~hter of the R . ' --

*Gautama w 

to him as a child 

Besides these n 

followers, such a 

t 'Buddhism 

aJa of Kofi. Some 

s his fami ly nam e and Siddh b 
L art a was the name give 

ate r on he became Buddb . n 
a, the Enligh tened 

mes we ha ve a number of . . 
Sakya Mun i (or the S k :p1tb)ets used for h im by his 

a ya -~age . 
by Rhys Davids, p 26. 

l ,, .. .. 
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writers have narrated a story to the effect that he had to 

win the hand of the pi;incess through competition. 

He was an adept in manly exercises and hunting w as one of 

his hobbies, but no amount of comfort and luxuries could 

change the thought£ ul prince into a care-free and pleasure­

loving youth . His father tried in vain to keep him away 

from the miseries of his fellow-creatures. The world w as 

full of evils and had enough of pitiable sights of human 
( 

misery to leave lasting impressions on his mind. In the 

meantime his wife had given birth to a son who was named, 

Rahula. "This is a new and strong tie I shall have to 

break'', he is said to have remarked when the news was 

• brought to him. 

It was not long after this incident that he left his home 

in search of a solution for the problem of man's miseries. 

Before leaving his home he quietly entered the chamber of 

his sleeping wife and wanted to kiss the baby but could not 

do so for fear of awaking his mother. Thus, accompanied by 

his faithful charioteer, Channa, he left the palace in silence. 

vVhen the dawn was about to break he came down from his 

horse and asked his attendant to go oo.ck to the palace, 

vVith his long hair cut and the clothes of a beggar on his 

body he started for Rajagriha, the capital of Bimbisara. He 

now attacheJ himself to two Brah man teachers of note, one 

after the other, and studied their philosophy which, however, 

failed to satisfy him. Then he withdrew to the jungles of 

Uruvela and spent there six long years in self-torture and 

penance with five disciples, His fame as an ascetic had 

spread over the country ' 'li ke the sound of a great bell hung 

in the canopy of the skies". During this period of self 

mortification he nearly killed himself by starvation, but it 
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prov ed as in-effective as the philosophy of the Brahmans 
' 

and he had to abandon it in sheer disappointment. His 

companions had now left him, but he continued his v,ursu it 

of truth single-handed until one nigl 1t it dawned upon him 

when he was sitting under a Pipal tree*. He was novv 

Buddha (the enlightened) who had found an answer to bis 

perplexing problem-the mystery of sorrow. He now decided 

to go out and proclaim the truth to the whole world. Saved 
" himself, he must save others. He wanted to go to h is 

Brahman teachers, but they were dead hy now. Hence he 

proceeded towards Benaras in order to prt"ach the new doc­

trine to his five comrades who had le.ft him in despair. His 

first reception was not warm, but the fire of his enthusiasm . 

soon ~ained a wide popularity among- all rlasses of people, , 

and con verts began to flock roun<l him in large numbers. 

The coversion of B imhisarn, the rnja of Magadha, added 

considernbly to the prestige of the new faith. From Raja­

griha he went to Kapilavastu where he met l1is father, He 

is said to have advised his little son not to seek "the wealth 

that perishes" but to get the far nobler wealth of the truth 

which had daw ,a upon hiin under the Hodhi tree. For the 

rema1010g forty·fi.\·e years of h1, life. Buddh.t wandered up 

*"This tree came to occupy mncl1 the $an,e po~ition amortg 

Buddhists as the Cross among Christians. ·worship was actual!\ paid 

to it. and an offshoot from it is still growing nn the spot whPre the 

Buddhist pilgrims found it, and whne they helie,·ed the original tree 

had grown in the ancient temple at Bodh GnYa, near Rajgir, bmlt 

about 508 A. D , hy the celebratccl A rnara Sin ha A branch of it 

planted at Anuradhapura in Ceylon, in the middlf' of the third 

century R. C , is still growing there the oldest historical tree in the 

worl d", ~·Bu ddhism', T. W Rby~ Da.vids, note 1, p 39). 

Ri~e of Jainism and Budc.lhism 49 

~nd down the country in the neiglihourhood of Gny~. pre~ h· 
ing to the people the doctrines of his religion and making 

new ccnverts. He die:i in 487 B. C. when he was eighty 

years old. 

Buddha's teachings were extremely simple. Accor ding 

to him the life of man is full of ·suffering, 
Buddha's 
Teachings. Its root-cause is a desire for world ly plea· 

sures. Hence to.remove unhappiness it was 

necessary to annihilate 'desire'. Without this annihi lation of 

desire which is the right path one cannot attain Nirva11a or 

final salvation which meant a happy death without fear of 

rebirth. He preached self denial and laid down strict laws 

•to regulate the life of laymen as well as the monks, The 

• five commandments common to both the laity and the clergy 

were:-

" L et not one kill any living being; 

L et not one take what is not given to one; 

Let not one speak falsely; 

Let not one drink intoxicating drinks; ---Let not one be unchaste", 

The doctrine of Karma according to wh, ch ' 'the merits 

and demerits of a being- in past efciste__n ces determine his 

condition in the pre~ent", was accepted by Buddha like most 

of the Indian philosophers, It was the good Karma which 

could c1eliver a man from the chain of re- births and that can 

be acquired by a strictly moral life. 

. '' He held that men shoul.:i follow what he called the 'Noble 

Eightfold Path', practising right belief, ri ght thought , r igh t 

speech, right action, right means of livelihood, right exertion, 

right remembrance and right meditation. That path was 

also described as the Middle Path, lying midway between 
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sen5;ua.lity and asceticism. Men and women of the laity 

' could attain much success in travelling the way of holiness, 

but full satisfaction could be obtained only by joining tbe 

Sangha or Order of ordained monks, or rather friars. \f•./o­

men were permitted to become nuns, hut nuns never occupied 

an important place in Buddhism The Sa,zgha of monks 

developed into a highly organized, wealthy, and powerful 

frnternity, which became the efficient instrument for the wide 

diffusion of Buddhism in Asia''.* 

The rapid progress made by Buddhism was greatly due 

to the stainless character of its founder and the simplicity of 

its doctrines. The monastic organization was also respon· • 

sible for its wide popularity. From the very beginning it 

began to receive the patronage of princes as we11 as the 

support of the people. Its message of uni versa! hope was 

sure to make an appeal to the masses whose lot had been 

most unenviable under the Brahmanical system. Under 

Asoka, Buddhism received the fullest support of the State 

machinery and rose to the position of a world-wide religion. 

Even to-day it hcxdc; a prominent place in the great religions 

of the world, although in India, the land of its birth, the 

n11mber of its followers is almost negliiible. 

*Tbe Oxford Hi~tory of India, p. 5-4. 

-o-

• 

CHAPTER V. 

The Persian and Greek Invasions of lndla. 

The origin of Inda- Persian relations may be traced 

to their common ancestor, Scholars have 
I ndo-Perslan 
celalions. found numeruu~ similarities in the reli-

gious rites and languages of the two peoples, which 

establish their common origin In the cuneiform tablets 

recently discovered by the well-known German professor 

Jlugo \V1nckler at Boghaz· Kai in Asia Minor there are 

inscriptions which mention Indian gods like Mitra, Varuna 

and Indra. Similarly we find in the Vedas as well as the 

Avesta references which prove beyond doubt the eady 

contact of the two countries, which must have later been 

strengthened considerably by commerce and trade. 

In the sixth century B, C. the Persian Empire rose to 

Persian 
Invasion. 

power under Cyrus the Great (558-530 

B. C,' who is said to haw~ conquered the 

territories corresponding with the present 

Afghanistan and Baluchistan and "subjugated the Indian 

tribes of the Paropanisus (Hindu Kush} and in the Kabul 

Valley, especially the Gandharians". His successo.r, 

Cambyses (530-522 B. C.) added Egypt to his vast domi­

nions but seems to have made no progress on the eastern 

frontier, for it was in the time of Darius (522-486 B. C.) 

that "the conn try of the Indus" became a part of the Per­

sian Empire. For the reign of this illustrious monarch we find 

va,luable informdion in his own inscriptions and the works 
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of Greelc wri ter., e~peciall y If erochitus The latter i!; ~1,~rHWt• 

ed by epi~rnphic e vidence in his view that the In<lus Valley 

' was annexed after the Sky lax expedition which visited Inrlia 

''at some date later than 5 l 6 B . C . to prove the feasihility of 

a passage by sea from the mouth of the Indus to Persia".* 

The Indian Satrapy was the richest province of the 

Persian Empire and paid an enormous tribute which was 

about one-third of the entire revenue of its Asiatic domi­

nions. In the reign of Xer~es ;4 86-4 55 B C ), the son and 

successor of Darius, the Indians formed a valuable element 

of the Persian army whi ch fou ght against Greece, and we 

have no reason to doubt that the Indian provinces formed part 

of the Persian Empire till its end. l\loreover it acted as a 

connecting link between the civilizations of India and 

Greece, affordin g favonrnble opportunities for contact 

between the East and the West. 

Alexander's Campaign-327-325 B C. 

Alexander was born in Oc tober 356 B. C, and was not 

His Conquests. 

Macedonia. 

quite twenty years old when the assassination 

of l ' hillip brou ght him to the throne of 

Soon"'af ter hi s accession to power he s tarted 

on hi s brilliant career of conq11est compressing "into thirteen 

years ... . ........... ... the energies of many life -times" . By 

330 B. C. he had con q uered As ia :\1 inor, Syria, and Egypt, 

defeated the Persi a n. 

* In the Rahi!tan inscrip tion of Darius (the proba Lle date of 

which is 51 6 13 . C, ) t he In d ians are no t ment ioned, whil e they " are 

incl uded with the Gandharian s in tb~ li s ts of subjec t peoples g iven 

by the inscriptions on the palace of Parius at l'e r~e poli,; a nd 

on bis tomb at Naksh-i- Rustam " , (Ancient Ind ia ' by E . ] . R apson , 

p . 84) . 
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Emperor, Darius IIl,-in a decisive battle and occupied his 

capital. Persepolis. In the following year be began his 

march in the direction of Kandhar where he built the city 

of Alexandr ia in-Arachosia. Then, turning northwarci he 

entered the Kabul Valley and built near the modern 

Charikhar another Alexandria which was used as a base for 

his:strenuous campaign in Bactria and Sogdiana (Balkh 

and B ukhara), In 327 B. C. he jeturned from this campaign 

and recrossing the Hindu Kush mountains he guarded his 

communications by establi shing a fortified post at Nicaea 

(near modern J alalabad). Here he divided his forces into 

two sections, sending one of them under the command of his 

• favourite general Hyphaestion who was to proceed by way 

of the Kabul ri ver and leading the other through the Swat 

Valley. It is difficult to trace the course of the Greek army 

wi th preci sion, but we possess interesting accounts of some 

episodes during the course of this expedition. In the valley 

of the Kunar river Alexander was wounded by an arrow. 

This made his troops so furious that they razed the town to 

the ground and massacred the prisoners. In the hill state 

of Ny sa the Greeks fai led to capture the . capital, but the 

inhabi tants of the tow n not only offered their submission 

but also claimed kinship with the invaders. Alexander 

fou nd it to his ad va ntage to accept this claim and allowed 

his home-sick troops to enjoy a short holiday in the country 

of their " k insmen" . Perhaps the strongest opposition was 

offered by the Assakenos whose capital, Massaga, was one 

of the mos t fortified towns in these hills The garrison 

showed great bravery and persevecance but ultimately had 

to surrender on account of the death of their chief, His 

widow was captured along with her son ~nd, accordina- to 
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some writers, subsequently bore a son to Alexander. The 

rarrison of Massaga had 7000 mercenary troops from the 

plains, who had purchased security for a promise to join the 

Greek army. But they changed their mind and decided to 

prefer a glorious death to "a life with dishonour", for they 

were soon attacked and overpowered by the Greeks. 

Alexander bas been censured by some writers for the 

massacre of these brave sd,diers, but we should not forget 

that they had been certainly guilty of a breach of faith. 

The next important action was the siege and capture of 

Aornos which was perhaps the greatest exploit of this 

campaign. The strong hill fortress of Aornos was accessible 

only by a single path and presented almost insurmountable • 

obstacles to its assailants, Alexander's desire to conquer , 

this place had been considerably intensi5ed by the legend 

that even Heracles had failed in his attempt to capture it. 

He, therefore, made elaborate preparations for the siege and 

is said to have worked like ordinary soldiers in filling :a 
ravine which had made direct approach impossible. Ulti­

mately the Greeks succeeded in capturing a commanding 

position which disheartened the defenders so much that they 

opened negotiations for surrender. But before any settle· 

ment could be made they attempted an escape in the 

darkness of the night. Their mo vement was, however, 

detected by the vigilant Greeks who attacked and slew 

them in large numbers, Alexander was so proud of his 

success that he ordered sacrifices and worship to be offered 

and altars to be dedicated to the gods, The charge of this - : 

important post was given to a trustworthy Indian chief­
Sisikottos (Sasigupta). 

l 
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In the meanwhile the other army under Hephaestion and 

Perdikkas had reached the Indus and was busy with the 

construction of a bridge to cross the frJer. At Oh ind, the 

site of this bridge, Alexander gave a month's rest to his 

followers and received the homage and presents of Raja 

Ambhi who had recently succeeded to the throne of Taxila.* 

Thus early in 326 B. C. the Greek army crossed the Indus 

and entered the dominion of Ambhi who gave them a 
~ 

magnificent reception and placed his entire forces at his dis-

posal. His capital, Taxila (Takshasila), one of the biggest 

of Indian cities, was famous as a seat of learning and 

attracted scholars from different parts of the country. The 

• Greeks have left a number of interesting anecdotes about 

, the strange customs and practices of the great city, in which 

we can discover unmistakable signs of Babylonian and 

Iranian as well as Vedic life. Besides Ambhi's voluntary 

offer of 3000 oxen for beef they speak of marriage markets 

where young girls were offered for sale by their parents and 

mention the practice of satee as well as the throwing ~way 

of the dead bodies to be devoured by the vultures. The 

Greeks also s~em to have been impresse@ by the naked 

ascetics, one of whom, Kalanos, remained ·with Alexander 

till his departure from India. 

Alexander stayed at this hospitable and interestini city 

for a sufficiently long period to give rest to 
Battle of the 
Jhelum. 326 
B.C. 

his troops and exchange presents and gifts 

with its ruler before starting on his arduous 

march of about a hundred miles to reach the 

*Ambhi 's presents included "a contingent of 7CO horses and the 

gift of valuable supplies comprising thirty elephants, 3,000 fat oxen, 

more than 10,000 sheep, and 200 talents of silver, " (E H. I., p. 56). 
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frontier of the Kingdom of Porus. This proud Indian chief 

whose sway extended over the territory between the Jhelum 

and the Chenab had boldly refused to submit to Alexander's 

authority and was ready to resist his advance. Accordingly, 

he brought his forces with those of his allies and encamped 

on the western bank of the Jhelum. Alexander who had also 

arrived on the other side of the flooded river was confronted 

with the problem of crosging it in the face of the superior 

numbers of the enemy forces. He decided, therefore, "to 

steal a passage'', by giving out that the crossing of the river 

would be postponed until the follc,wing autumn and "gave a 

colour of truth" to this declaration by collectin~ a vast store 

of provisions. At last he discovered a suitable bend in the • 

river, sixteen miles above his camp, and crossed it on • 

a dark and stormy night with the help of an island whi.:h 

hid his movements. Porns sent a small force of cavalry 

and chariots to check the enemy's landing; but it was too 

late now. They were routed and carried the bad news to 

their master. 

Porus now ,rnoved with his main army and came face 

to face with the Greeks in the plain of Karri. He placed 

his 200 elephants in the centre in front of the infantry while 

the 300 chariots and 4000 cavalry formed the two wings. 
The mounted archers of Alexander began the battle by 

attacking the left wing of the Indian army. The Indians 

bravely resisted the attack but were soon overpowered, and 

rushed towards thP. centre to take shelter behind the ele­

phants. These huge animals took fright after a momentary 

success and did ''no less damage to their friends than to 

their foes, trampling them under their feet as they wheeled 
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and pnshed about". The Indian foot soldiers also could not 

make an effective use of their formidable bows on account of 

wet and slippery soil, because they used to pull their strings • 

by resting them on the ground. Thus inspfte of their 

courage and bravery and numerical superiority the forces of 

Porus were routed and slain in large numbers. The Greek 

lost 1,000 men against 15,000 killed and 9,000 captured of 

their enemy. Porus fought to the last moment but was 

ultimately taken prisoner and brought before the victor who, 

it is sta~ed, had the magnanimity of accepting his request 

'to be treated as King', and restored him to his kingdom 

as a vassal chief. Alexander commemorated his victory 

by founding two new cities, namely Bucephala, near modern 

Jhelum after his favourite horse, Bucephalus, which hAd died 

here, and Nicaea which was raised at the site of the battle 

and by striking a beautiful medal having his own :figure on 

one side and that of a combat between a Macedonian horse­

man and an Indian elephant·rider on the other, Before re­

suming his march the Greek invader spent sometime in 

offering sacrifices, arranging games and giving his army a 

brief interval of relaxation and rest, l 

Alexander next proceeded towards the country of a 

people known as the Glausai who were the 
Subjugation of neighbours of Porns, and capturing a number 
the tribes-men. 

of their towns and villages added them to 

his territory. The Chenab and the Ravi were crossed 

without much opposition, but to the east of the Ravi several 

powerful tribes formed a league against the invader and 

offered a stiff resistance at Sangala, Fortunately Porus 

arrived at the scene with 5,000 troops and helped the Greeks 

to capture the place, The Indians were routed and killed 
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in large numbers and Sangala was razed to the grnund. 

The Macedonians resumed their progress soon after this 

brilliant victory and reached the Beas. Here Alexander is 

said to have addressed his soldiers on the necessity and 

advantages of extending their conquests over the rich and 

fertile kingdoms of the Gangetic valley. But his words 

fell on unwilline- ears, Koinos, one of his most trusted 

genera.ls, who acted as the sp'.lkesman of the army concluded 

his protest thus:-

"Moderation in the midst of snccess, 0 King! is the 

noblest of virtues, for, although, being at the head of so brave 

an army, you have naught to dread from mortal foes, yet the 

visitations of the Deity cannot be foreseen or guarded 

against by man". 

The loud applause that followed the speech of Koinos 

convinr.ed Alexander that his soldiers were determined to 

go back. He had to yield and issue orders for ret::-eat in 

September 326. The farthest point of his advance was 

marked by the construction of twelve stone altars, dedicated 

to the Greek god", wsich are said to have "long remained 

to excite the wonder and veneration of both natives and 

foreigners'', 

On his way back Alexander encamped near the site of 

his battle with Porus on the Jhelum and made preparations 

for a voyage down the river. Here he received reinforce· 

ments from Babylon and submission of some local chiefs. 

He had to redistribute the conquered lands among his 

vassals and allies before his final departure. Porus was 

to hold the country between the Jhelum and the Beas, and 

Ambhi's dominion was to include the territory between the 

·, 

• 
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Indus and the Jhelum. To the west of the Indus he created 

a new satrapy which was entrusted to a Greek officer named , 

Phillip. 
The enormous fleet consisting of eigr.t 'galleys of thirty 

o .rs ~ach' and numerous boats of various sizes began to 

move late in October. It was protected by two sections of 

the army under Hephaestion and Krateros marching along 

the banks of the river and a thjrd one commanded by Phillip 

acting as a rear-guard; the latter was subsequently converted 

into an advance.guard. They reached the junction of the 

Jhelum and the Chenab without mee ting any opposition on 

the way, but two big ships had been lost in the whirlpools. 

Alexander's anxiety to conquer this part of the country 

drove the local tribes to opposition and resistance. The first 

of the tribes men to be subjugated and punished were the 

Agalassois, many of whom were slain and enslaved for their 

obstinacy, He now entered the territory of other tribes who 

bad forgott<rn their old jealousies and formed an alliance 

against the common foe. The most powerful of these were 

the Malloi (or Mala vas) who occupied the fertile valley of 

the Ravi and their immediate neighboui.;, the Oxydrakai 

(or Kshudrakas). But before they could conclude their dis· 

cussions about the claims o_f the rival generals for the supreme 

command Alexander made a dashing charge, overwhelmed 

the fo;ces of the Malavas and prevented their allies to join 

them, They were slain in large numbers, pursued for a 

long distance and ultimately driven to fortified towns from 

where they offered resistance. At one of these places Alex­

ander needlessly exposed himself by climbing the wall and 

jumpin&i into the citadel with only three followers. He slew 

the Indian chief but was himself seriously wounded by an 
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arrow which was extracted with great difficulty and led to 

profuse bleeding and would have caused his death if his 

constitution had not been strong enough to stand it. The 

wounded monarch was taken back to his camp, while the 

infuriated troops brutally massacred the unfortunate inhabit­

ants, showing no consideration to age or sex. The Malloi 

and the Oxydrakai now made their submission and purchas· 

ed the victor's favours by sending him valuable presents. 

Early in 325 B.C. Alexander entered the region of the 

lower Indus where also he had to fight against several 

princes and tribes. One of these chiefs called Mousikanos 

by the Greeks had tried to defy the invader's authority but 

was compelled to yield. Soon after he changed his mind ' 

and was persuaded by the Brahmans to withdraw his sub­

mission and rise in open rebellion. Alexander sent Peitlion, 

the new governor of the place, against the rebellious chief 

and had him captured ·and executed along with his Brahman 

advise rs, Alexander is said to have treated his enemies 

with ruthless severity and, according to the Greek writers, 

80,000 Indians were killed and many thousands taken as 

slaves in these operations alone, Indeed, the young c~n­

queror from Macedonia was as capable of ordering general 

massacres of those unfortunate people who fought against 

him for their independence as he was of extendttJg his 

mercy and protection to those who readily submitted to his 

authority. 

Alexander now sent back a portion of his army under 

Departure from 
India, 

Krateros who was to march through the hills 

of Arachosia lKandhar) and Drangina 

(Sislan). The main army continued its 
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progress until it arrived at Patala which was situated some­

where near the modern city of Hyderabad. From here he 

went to the sea :n order to ~ffer sacrifices to the gods before 

making preparations for his final dep.1rture from India. The 

route selected for the .main army commanded by the King 

himst!lf !1ty through Kerman and Gedrosia while the fleet 

which was placed in the charge of N earcbos was ordered to 

sail along the coast and remain in touch with him. Notwith­

standing these elaborate preca~tions the Macedonian army 

and fleet had to face terrible hardships on the way. Their 

ignorance of physical conditions of the country compelled 

the soldiers t') penetrate into the interior of the desert where 

/hey were subjected to unbearable privations by excessive 

heat and scarcity of water. Men as well as animals perish· 
I 

ed in large numbers and the rich spoils "for the sake of 

which they had marched to the utmost extremities of the 

East" had to be burnt and abandoned. Alexander Jost in 

this desert more men than he had lost in all the actions in 

India. Ultimately the survivors of his splendid army c~me 

to a place where they could take rest for sometime before 

resuming their march towards Susa which .vas reached in 

May 324 B.C. Thus his Indian campaign had lasted near­
ly three years, 327-32+ BC. 

Within a few months of Alexander's departure from 

Significance of India the troops of one of the provinces rose 

Alexander's jD rebellion and slew the Greek aovernor. Campaign. .., 
He received this news while he was still in 

Karmania and could do nothing beyond sending instructions 

to Ambhi to take charge of the pro vince till the appointment 

of a new Satrap. But before he cou!J take effective mea· 

sures to recover it he died at Babylon in June 323 B,C. 
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Alexander occupies a m ore promin ent position in the 

wo rld of romance than in the domain o f hi s tory, ancl this 

fact is perhaps to a v ery large ex tent res pon s ible for the 

exaggerated views of his achie vements in India. It has 

been suggested by some European scholars that the "suhse­

quent developm~nt of India w ,1.s ,l ependent upon Alexander's 

institutions", and that he may be re gard ed as "one of the 

chief forerunners of Chri s tia nit y". But a careful analysis 

of his activities and the effects of his campaign in India 

does not lend any support to s uch conclusions . On the con­

trary we find that soon after hi s de ;:i th all traces of Greek 

dominion in this country were lost and that his campaign 

"left upon India no mark save the horrid scars of blood) 

war'•. He was forturrnte like many subsequent in vaders in • 

finding a disorganized and d isunited India, whi ch facilitated 

his task, If he had visited this country a quarter of a 

century later his successes w ould not have been a chieved with 

such ease and rapidity. In spite of her political disunity 

and military wea kuess Alexander could not es tablish aud 

consolidate his rule in north-we.s tern India a s he had done 

m Persia. 
( 

Nevertheless, his conquests o pened up immense possi­

bilities of polit ica l, commercial and cu lt ural contac t between 

Europe and India through at least four different routes 
' 

three by land and one by sea, w hich were used by him. 

The h.nJ routes passed Lhrough Kabul, the M ulla Pass and 

Gedrosirt, while che sea route, adopted by Nearchos was not 

far flom the coast of Makran. These lines of communica· 

tion made it possible for the peoples of the East ancl the 

West to exchani'e their ideas and the fo1 mation of Greek 
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k ingdoms in \ i\Testern Asia, and the es tabli shment of G raeco­

Bactrian monarchy streng thened this mutual contact. 

Its re s ults are noticeable in the Hellenistic influence in the ' 

Gandhara sculptures as well as some aspects of Buddhism 
' 

particularly in the use of images by the Buddhists. But 

the Greek influence was superfic ial and insignificant. It 
ne ver touched the vital foundations of Indian society or 

religion. Nor were the Indians inclined to learn much in the . 
art of fighting. They continued to trus t their elephants 

and chariots as they had done in the past and would make 

no change in their attitude of indifference towards cavalry 

charges. The sanctity of the caste system and the majesty 

of the elephant were still to hold sway over the mind of the 

Indians for many centuries to come, On the other hand 

In dian philosophy and religion did not fail to influence the 

ideas of the \ i\T esterners, to some extent at least. \i\T e find, 

for instance, clear traces of Buddhist influence in the 

Gnostic forms of Christianity. 

Thu~ the direct effects of Alexander's invasion on Indian 

history and culture were almost negligible, but none can 

deny that indirectly it was a vital foctor)n bringing India 

into contact with Europe. 

-o-
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Mauryan Empire. 

At the time of Alexander's invasion Magadha was ruled 

The Nandas. 
by the Nanda dynasty. Its founder Maha· 

padama, was a man of obscure origin, and 

according to the Greek writers "a barber, scarcely shaving 
• 

off hun ger by his daily earnings, but who, from his being 

not uncomely in person, had g2. ined the affections of the 

queen, and was by her influence advanced to too near a place 

in the confidence of the reigning monarch, Afterwards, 

however, he treacherously murdered his sovereign and then,\ 

under the pretence of a guardian to the royal children, , 

usurped the supreme authority, and having put the young 

princes to death begot the preseut king" *. The last of the 

eight sons of Mahapadama, who succeeded him on the throne 

of Pataliputra is called Agrammes or Xandramas by the 

classical writers. He was wicked and unpopular with his 

subjects, being ''more worthy of his father's condition than 

his own", ( 

Chandragupta, the founder cf the Mauryan dynasty, has 
been described as "an illegitimate scion" of 

the ruling family of the Nandas and held an 
Accession of 
Chandragupta , 
322 B.C. important office under them. But he incurred 

the di spleasure of the reigning monarch and was obliged to 

leave Magadha. In his exile he is said to have met Alexander 
and suggested to him the idea of leadi ng a campaign against 

Magadha, which could no t be m:iterialized because of the 

•.vie Grindle , The Invasion of India by Alexander , p 222 . 
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refusal of the Macedoniin troops to proceed furt?er eagtward. 
Chandragupta was not discouraged by this failure . \Vith 

the help of a B rahman adviser, Visbnugupta, better known 

as Kautilya or Chanakya, he collected an army and nsl,lrp~d 
the throne long after deposing and murdering the last of the 

Nanda Kings. He then proceeded towards the Punjab and 

overthrowing the Macedonian garrisons annexed .that terri -

. tory to his dominions. • 

Chandragupta had inherited a strong army and a large 

Extent of his 
Empire . 

empire which he ~.'<tended considerably by 
conquest and annexation. It .. is beyond 
doubt that he had brought under his sway 

most of th~ states of Northern India as far as the N arbada. 

, and that the dominion of the first historical sovereign of 

India extended from the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea. 

Alexander's death was followed by an internecine 

Jnvaslon of 
Seleukos 
Nikator. 

struggle between his generals Two · of 

them -Antigonos and Seleukos-contested 

for their master's Asiatic dominions. In the 

beginning Seleukos was obliged to go into exile, but ultimate· • 
ly he succeeded in taking Babylon (312 B.C.), and six years 

later he assumed the title of king. Now that his eastern 

frontier touched the border of India, Seleukos naturatly 

th9ught of re-covering the lost Macedonian provinces to the 

east of the Indus. 

Consequently m 305 B.C. having decided 'to resume 

· Alexander's campaign, he crossed the Indus. But Chandra-

. gupta's formidable army was too strong for him. We do 

not know the details of the war, btit it is ce'rtain that 

,be was compelled to retire after concluding a rather hu· 
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tniliating peace. He ceded to Chandragupta the ~a trapies 

of Parapanisadae, Aria and Arachosia (whose capital cities 

were Kabul, Herat and Kandhar respectively} and the 

eastern part of Gedrosia In return Chandragupta gave him 

a comparatively trifling present of 500 elephants. The 

treaty which was probably concluded rn 303 B.C. was 

strengthened by a matrimonial alliance between the Indian 

moflarch and his rival's daughter. The cession of these 
territories carried the Mauryan dominion to its "scientific 
frontier", the Hindukush mountains. 

In the course of about two decades all the states of 

Northern India were conquered and Chandra­
Chandra gup ta' s 
end. gupta's supremacy was recognized from the 

/ . Himalayas to the Narbada and from the 
Hipdukush to the Brahmaputra. This is no mean achieve· 

ment and certainly entitles+ him to a distingui shed position 

among the prominent rulers of ancient India, He has 
rightly been regarded as the first historical paramou;t 

sovereign of this country, for 'it is during his reign that the 

whcle of Nort~ern India comes under one monarch for the 
firft time. 

Chandragupta's end has been the subject of controver· 
sial discussions. According to Jain tradition the Emperor 

was a follower of that religion and committed suicide by 
slow starvation. It is said that Bhadrabahu a J · · , a1n saint, 
had predicted a twelve years' famine in Northern India and 
that when his prophecy began to be fulfilled he decided to 

lea~ twelve thousand J a ins to the Sou th. The King also 
abdicated and accompanied him t0 Mysore. Here the 

saint died while Chandragupta who survived him for several 
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years ended his life by starvation. In the absence of strong· 

er evidence to the contrary this traditional account has been 

generally accepted by the scholars. 

In 298 B.C. Chandragupta was succeeded by his son 

Bindusara who occupied the throne for about 
Bindusara. 

a quarter of a . century and whose titl~ 
Amitraghata :meaning slayer of the foes) suggests that he 

was a warrior like his father· Some scholars hold the view 

that he annexed the Deccan to the Mauryan Empire, be­

cause it is definitely known that Asoka ruled over a consider· 

able portion of the ~Deccan and that the only annexation 

made by him was the kingdom of Kalinga. It has been 

concluded therefore that the Deccan was conquered and 
annexed by Asoka's father. Bindusara is also known to 

have had friendly relations and correspondence with Seleukos 
Nikator who sent an ambassador, Deimachos, to his court. 

The Indian King wrote to his friend asking him to send figs, 
wine and a philosopher. Seleukos sent the figs and w~.ne but 

regr~tfully informed him that it would be a violation of the 

Greek laws to sell a professor. 

The most important outcome of the .conclusion of a 

treaty between Chandragupta and Seleukos 
l\tauryan 
Government. was that the latter sent Megasthenes as his 

ambassador to the court of Pataliputra. 

He spent a number of years in this country and. wrote an 

account of its political institutions and social life. Unfortu· 

nately his work is extinct except fo r those fragments which 

have been preserved by later writers, yet no foreigner gives 

us better information about India than Megasthene~ before 

the time of Al·Beruni, He is generally reliable on matters 
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which came under his observation or for which he couid get 

trustworthy informants; but we should not lose sight of the 

' fact that he has also included some traveller's tales in his 

book and consequently sometimes makes absurd statements. 

However, his detailed account of the Mauryan government 

gives us a fairly correct idea of the working of the adminis · 

trative machinery and the extent of the authority exercised 

by the founder of that dynasty. 
r-

The imperial city of Pataliputra was faun ed 

the fifth century B. C. and stood at . 

confluence of the Son and the 
· Pataliputra. 

In 

the 

Ganges Like its modern successor, Patna, it was a 

parallelogram, more than nine miles in length and about ) 

Ii miles in breadth, It was protected by a wooden 

p"alisade which had 64 gates and 570 towers and a broad 

and deep moat. Chandragupta's palace, mainly cons· 

trncted of timber, was more splendid than the royal palaces 

of Persia. The · buildings stood in a park whose beauty 

wa's considerably enhanced by charming trees and domestj· 

cated birds, such as peacocks and parrots. vVithin the 

palace grounds there were artificial fish ponds . 

.. The king. generally remained inside his palace under 

The King and 
his Court. 

the protection of his Amazonian body­

guard and came out either f.or business or 

when going on a military or humting expedi­

t'ion. He was fond of massage and indulged in it when 

hearing cases, He maintained his court with 'barbaric' 

splendour and ostentation, . On state occasions he was. 

taken- in a · golden palanquin and used horses or elephants 

cfn · i;hort and long journeys respectively, Combats of 

animals, such as bulls, rams, elephants and rhinoceroses, 

were a striking feature of the royal amusements; ox-racing 

was also a favourite diversion. But the principal amuse· 

ment of the King was the chase, for whi ch elaborate · 

arrangements were made. The game was driven up to 

a place frora where he could shoot the animals with · 

arrows. 

The government of ancient ,Indian states was normally 

A,utocracy. a despotism wit_h very few real checks, 

and, generally speaking1 the respect shown. 

to the Brahmans could not stand in the way of a powerful . 

ruler. A Brah.man offender, according to Kautilya, was . 

{exempt from torture and even for high treason he was . 

• punished by being drowned, whereas men of other castes 

were burnt alive. But even a despot has to depend upon 

the co-operation of others . "Sovereignty", says Kautilya 

"is pos~ible only with assistance A single wh~el can never 

move. Hence he (the kingl shall employ minister.s and 

hear their opinion". The number of these advisers and 

the extent to which their opinion was to be accepted rested 

with the king . Perhaps the most effective check on this 

otherwise unlimited desp:>tism of the monarch was the 

fear of revolution or assassination An unpopular king 

was never safe even in the four walls of his palace. 

Chandragupta who had fe~ale attendants as his perwnal 

giaards dared not sleep in the day time or use the same 

bed-room for two successive nights. This indicates that 

he depended for the security of his life and throne on 

his military strengt4 rather than the confidence of his 

subjects. i · 
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The extensive conquests and annexations of the early 

Mauryan rulers clearly indicate that they 

must have possessed a formidable army 

and that the figures given by ' · egasthenes and the classical 

writers are not far from correct. Indeed Chandragupta 

seems to have inherited a powerful army which he streng· 

thened in numbers as well as equipment This colossal 

standing army was comprised of 6:0,000 infantry, 30,000 

horse, 9,000 elephants ancf"a number of chariots . The ele· 

phants were regarded by the Indians as the most valuable 

section of the army. because it is o:i them, as Chanakya 

observes, "that the de~truction of an enemy's army 

depends." . It is rnrprising to note that the Indian warriors 

did not change their conservative tactics of depending 

mostly upon elephants in the battlefield in spite of bitter • 

experience on many occasions. The l\1us':alrnans brought 

with them newer tactics emphasizing the advantages of 

cavalry charges and thus introduced vital and far reaching 

changes in Indian warfare and ~ trategy 

The horsemen were provided with two lances and a 

buckler, while the footsoldiers had a br: ad sword as their 
( 

chief weapon end bows and arrows as cdditional ones. 

Each chariot had two soldiers besides the driver and an 

elephant carri~d three archers in addition to the M ahawat. 

Chandragupta ha<l made elaborate and systematic 

arrangements for the administration of his formidable 

army. There were six Boards, each with five members to 

look after these arrangements Of these six Boards four 

were assigned the four traditional arms, cavalry, infantry, 

elephants and chariot:'; the remaining two had the charge of . 

the Admiralty and the Transport departments. 

ihe Mauryan Emp r '11 

ft is possible for us to form a fairly correct idea of 
the Mauryan government on the basis of the 

Civil ldmlnls .. 
tratlon. information that has reached us, although it 

is not as copious and detailed as we would 

like it to be. The municipal administration of Pataliputra 

was in the hands of a Commission of thirty persons divided 

into six Boards or Committees of five members each, 

which had the charge of separ&.te departments The first 

Board was to control and direct the progress of industries 

and arts by regulating the rates of wages and maintaining the 

standard of efficiency. The second Board was to look after 

the foreigners and visitors and to make necessary arrange· 

, ments for them. Evidently the Mauryan Government 

had inter-course and friendly relations with foreign powers 

because the number of visitors from these countries was 

large enough to have necessitated the creation of a 

separate department The third Board maintained a 

register of births and deaths, probably for purposes of 

taxation. The fourth Board regulated trade and commerce, 

and maintained the standards of weights and measures. 

The fi.f th Board supervised the manuiactured articles, 

and the sixth one levied taxes on the sales. The 

evasion of these taxes on sales was punishable by death. 

It is to be noted that four out of six Boards were directly 

or indirectly entrusted with the control, regulation and 

development of commerce and industry while no reference 

is made to the arrangements about hygienic and sanitary 

conditions of the cities. But these commissioners were 

required to supervise, besides their departmental works, 

other affairs and institutions of the city, such as markets, 
temples and other public works, 

• 
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In India all agricultural land belonged ta the State. 

Revenue. 
According to Kautilya "the King is the 

owner of both land and water, and that the 
people can exercise their right of ownership over all other 

1things except these two" The revenue which has always 
· been the mainstay of Indian finance was the first charge on 

the soil We do not possess detailed information about the 
revenue administration, and it is difficult to say whether 

. the settlement was andertaken annually or at longer inter· 

. vals. The normal share of the State was one fourth of 
the gross produce, 

The Mauryan government like its medieval and modern 
· successors took great pains to provide the cultivators with' 

:. possible facilities for irrigation. There are references in· 
· contemporary . works which imply the existence of canals 

~and the levying of a water-tax, In Kathiawar Chandra­

., gt.ipta's viceroy, Pushyagupia, had started. the construction 

· of a reservoir · by damming up a small river with the 

object of irrigating the neighbouring fields. It was 

completed in the time of Asoka and rebuilt "three times 
e 

stronger," by Satrap Rudradaman in the second century of 
the Christian era. 

The Arthasastra gives some details of the judicial ad· 

Justice. 
ministration, There were civil and criminal 

courts besides the Royal Court which was 
the highest court of appeal, Each had three judges who 
were advised by learned Brahmans, Many cases were tried 

by the Panchayats (Boards of arbitrators', religious cases 

were heard by Parishads. Megasthenes informs us that 
q:1mina.l law was severe, although the number of cases was 
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not very large because the pe")aple were generally honest. 
In Chandragupta's camp ''the total of the thefts reported in 

any one day did not exceed two hundred drachmai, or about 
eight pounds sterling", The basic principle of punishment 

was "an eye for an eye, a tooth for :ooth". Torture and 

trial by ordeal were used in order to ascertain the truth . 

That capital punishment was awarded for a number of crimes 
such as injury to an artisan, ev!sion of taxes and intrusion 

on royal processions proves that the criminal code was very 

strict. 

The 

" Provinces. 

administration of the province~ w(s entrusted to 
viceroys (Uparajas who were ip most cases 

members of the royal family. Asoka, · for 

instance, was the. Viceroy of Ujjain in the time' of his father. 

Accqrding to Kautilya there were four provinces in the 

Mauryan Empire, The provincial governors were assisted 

by the Maha•natras who were probably · district officers, 

although in some cases they received direct orders from the 

King. The royal control over the officers of distant pro· 

vinces· was maint .dned by means of special .agents or ''repor­
ters", who were expected to send their reports to the central 

government about all important occurences. 

Megasthenes says that the Hindus worshipped Heracles, 

Religion and 
Society. 

Dionysus and Zeus Ombrios, who may be 

identified with Krishna, Siva and Indra respec· 
tively. He found much resemblance in the 

teachings of the Brahmans and Greek philosophy and has 
given definite instances to prove it. He speaks of mendicant 
ascetics living in the jungles, begging their food and wearing 

clothes made of bark. The Buddhists and Jains are· n<;>t men• 
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tioned. The caste system was in full vigour, and intermat· 

riage-s between different ca~tes or change of profession were 

not permitted. He divides the Hindu society into seven 

' classes the Brahmans and philosophers; the agriculturists; the 

herdsmen; shepherds and hunters; the artisans; the military 

class; the inspectors whos~ duty was to submit confidential 

·reports ·about the w:::irk of the State officials; the R0yal coun· 

·cillors, who held the highe~t posts and were Brahmans by 

··taste. 

The staple food of the Indians was rice boiled like por· 

nqge and served with meat. Wine was used \A.•omen were 

held in·: respect and husbands could be punished for ill treat­

ing their· wive:.; widows were allowed to re-marry. Th: 

practice of Satee was confined to the warrior caste only, and 

' the consent of the widow was necessary; but those who 

refused to burn themselves were looked upon with contempt. 

The people were fond of amusements, and dancing and 

acting were popular. Megasthenes was wrong iu saying 

'that slavery was unknown in Ind :a . 

The inform1tion supplied by l\fegaslhenes can now be 

supplemented by the study of the Artha· 
The Artha-

sastra which deals wit1 the principles of sastra 
governm ~nt and policy and is said to ha ve 

been written by Chanakya Vishnugupta or Kautilya, the 

·Brahman minister of Chandragupta it was di!':covered at 

'the beginning of this century and has. since then, been stu­

died and utili zed by scholars It is not possible here· to 

"-discuss in details the contents or e ven the main features of 

'Kautilya's work, and we shall have to confine ourselves to 

='briefly reproducing a few of the principles-laid down by him. 
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b the only form of government contem· 
Autocracy seems to e ft s not to be influenced 

h thor State-era W.l 
plated by t e au · .d t' 

005
• Might was right. 

1 . d of moral cons, era , 
by any {tn . . •ere at the root of political relations 
Suspicion and hostility w k hard w:.1.s 

The king who h1d to wor 
between States. . . o-hte"'n dep1.rtments 

b 
Council · He mentions e10 -

assisted Y cl: b f ffi.cials but does not 
. ·th a num er o o 

of administration wi h Th"' Gov-
ds described by Meg'\st enes J 

speak of the Boar d ce ac,; land -revenue 
f t th cf the gr~ss pro u . 

ernment took one ou Th"' "' l cale was e:<tre-
b f oth 0 r du,,s ~ p~n3. 

besides a nurn er O 
..... v • d .. 1 torture for extorting 

lt permitted JU ic1a 
mely severe l' k theft of a certain value 

. de petty offences i e 
confessions, ma . i . t'l tion in many cases . 

bl b d th and prescnbe m~ i a 
punisha e Y ea . M hiavellian in spirit 

K ·1 's ideas are ::i.c 
l()n the whole aut1 ya - " r)lain and unvar-

. h · l and present a 
rather than Bra man1ca . . f k'1r10-~ and Brah· 

. · · h · l practice o .., 
nished statement of t e immora Ch . t" 

t he fourth century before ns • 
man ministers m 
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CHAPTER VI!. 
Asoka (273-231 B. C.). 

Bindusara's son and succesrnr Asoka who has achieved 

an immortal fame for his missionary activities 
Accession, 273 
B.C. succeeded to the throne of his father in 273 

B, C, The fact that his coronation took ... 
place four years after this date lends support to the view that 

his succession was disputed. But the Ceylonese tradition 

that he killed ninety-nine brothers to win his throne is in· 

credible and seems to have been concocted by the Buddhist 

monks who wanted to cre:1.te a dark background of his wicked 

deeds in the early years of his life against a brilliant career of • 

piety and goodness after his conversion to Buddhism I le 

had acted as governor of the provinces of Taxi la and U jjain 

in the reign of his father and wa~ therefore not a stranger to 

the art of administration at the time of his ace ssion. 

It is beyond doubt that the new monarch was as anxious 

Kalinga War, 
261 BC. 

to extend his dominions as his grandfather 

had been. In the 13th year of his reign he 

attacked the neighbouring kingdom of Kal-

inga which covered the coastal region between the Godavari 

and the Mahanadi. Asoka's victory was complete, and Kal­

inga was annexed to the Magadha Empire It is recorded 

that 150,000 persons v. ere taken captive and 100,00J were 

slain, while many more died of famine and pestilence But 

ihe miseries of war created feeiings of remorse and regret in 

the mind of the victorious king who knew that he alone 

was responsible for that tremendous las, of human life, The 
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eftect of these feelings was deep enough to bring about radical 

change in the entire outlook of his life. He made up his 

mind therefore not to indulge in aggressive wars and publicly 

declared that "the loss of even the hundredth or the thou­

sandth p1rt of the persons who were then slain, carried away 

captive, or done to death in Kalinga would now be a matter 

of deep regret to His Maiesty". It was also about this time 

that he came under the influence ct a Buddhist teacher, Upa· 

gupta of Mathura, and accepted Buddhism His ideals were 

now changed and his government was to be based on the 

Dh 1rma . or the Law of Piety which alone could bring the 

"true conquest". The rest of his life was spent in enforcing 

a"d propagatirig this 'L1w'. It should be noted, however, 

that his zeal for the new creed did not make him an intolerant . 
bigot He resp~cted those wh(_) differed with him on religious 

and other questions. II\ one cf his edicts we read, "The King 

does reverence to men of all sects". 

Within five years of the Kalinga War Asoka decided 

Moral and 
Missionary 
Activities of 
the State . 

upon his new line of action and took definite 

measures to convey the principles of his moral 

code and ~overnment to his subjects There 
(' 

was a complete change in his policy tow1rds the neighbouring 

states as well as in his deal ngs with his own people. His 

ne ighbours were now safe against aggression as he was now 

determined not to indulge in offensive wars or make annexa· 

tions. 

His instructions were inscribe.:l on rocks and pillars in 

different parts of the Empire, where they could be read and 

explamed by the State officials as well as the common people, 

The first series of these edicts included fourteen Rock-Edicts 
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and a Minor Rock Edict; they were soon followed by the 
Kaling Edicts. Then, after an interval of some years, appear­

ed the Seven Pillar Edicts in which the former teachings 

were re-iterated and rnpplemented by a retro~pect of the 

measures which had been taken to introduce these reforms. 

Besides these important documents 1 here were others, such 

as cave iu,criptions and piJlar edicts, v:hich have been dis· 

covered and deaiphered. They are incised in the local 

dialects of the region in which 1 hey were to be set up am! not 

only throw a considerable ligh~ en the life and conduct of 

the king but also indicate that 1he art of writin5 was not 

unknown in the country. 

Asolrn's moral code as read in his edicts lays great 

emphasis, like the teachings of the Jains, on the sanctity • 

61 animal life It is surprising that in practice "the sanct ty 

of animal was placed above that of human life; and the 

absurd f pectacle was sometimes witnessed of a man being 

put to death for killing an animal or even for eating meat" * 
The King's faith in Ahimsa had become so scrong that he 

reduced the daily slaug_hter of animals for his kitchen to 

"only three living creatures at the most, namely two peacocks 

and one deer. ... l:.; and in 257 B C even this limited but­

chery was put an end to". t In the course of time Asoka's 

*Early History of India, p 185. 

t Jbid Dr. R K Vlookerji holds a slightly different view. 

"It may be noted that he did not become 11n absolute vegetarian even 

after bis conversion . His meat diet was limited to the flesh of an· 

telopes and peacocks even in 258 H, C., some six years after his con· 

version, and, thou~h the antelope was discarded later, it is not 

defimtely known if the peacock was given up finally as an article of 

his food " . ~soks, P. 6~. 
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devodon to Ahimsa or the doctrine of th~ sanctity of animal 

life 1.)ecame more inteme, and he i~sued regulations which 

forbade the slaughter of anim.als by all classes of his subjects. 

The other two doctrines on which he laid great stress 

were those of respect to parents, elders and teachers, and 

truthfulness. Them principles are thus summarized in 
one of his Minor Edicts:-· 

'Thus saith His Majesty:-

' Father and mother must be obeyed; similarly respect 

for living creatures must be enforr.ed; truth must be spoken. 

These are the virtues of Piety which must be practised. 

, Similarly, the teachers must be reverenced by the pupil, 

and proper courtesy must be shown to relations. 

This is the ancient standard of piety- this leads to 

length cf days, and according to this men must act." 

Toleration was to be practised, but it came next to the 

above virtues There is ho doubt th::tt Asoka acted upon these 

principles and showed com ideration to the followers of the 

Hindu faith, who enjoyed under him religiq,us freedom to a 

large extent ,:, To see that the above regulations were en· 

forced and the king's commands were obeyed he appointed 

a number of censors who were authorized "to concern 

*Dr. Smith has rightly pointed out that in studying the tolerant 

policy of Asok:\'s Go,·ernment we should not forget that he had to 

deal with Indian religious sy stems only, which "were all alike, merely 

variant expressions of Hindu modes of thought and feeling", More-

·o ver, his toleration had limitations and was not extended to all religi­

ous practices. Severe 1estrictions, for instance, had been placed on 

the performance of animal sacrifices throughout the Empire. (Early 

History of India p. 188). 
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themselves with all sects, and with every class of society, 

not excluding the royal family " Liberality (or Da11am) 

was to be extended to the poor and aged people as well as 

fr:ends, comrades and relations. 

Asoka's sympathy with his people and his an:'\iety to 

protect animal life are also indjcated by his many charitable 

deeds. He is said to have' opened a Royal Almoner's depart· 

ment which supervised the distribution of charitable grants 

and provided comforts for the travellers. He speaks in his 

edicts of having planted shady and fruit trees, constructed 

rest-houses and dug wells for the use of the way farers. 

In this connection it would be interesting to note tha\ 

the above code of morality which Asoka had enacted for his 

subjects is distingui~hable from his personal religion. There 

are numerous facts which show that he was a true and 

strict follower of Buddhism and believed in its various 

doctrines. His pilgrimage to the ho1y places of Buddhism, 

the abolition of meat diet for the royal house· hold and 

other measures taken to protect animat life as well as his 

attachment to a defi nite B uddhist symbol, namely that of 

the white Elephant, leave no doubt as to his adhesion to 

that faith The dist incti ve features of Buddhism, how· 

ever, do not appear in the Law of Piety as conveyed to the 

people as a whole - " W e hear from him nothing concerning 

the deeper ideas or fu ndamental tenets of that fa ith; there is 

no mention of the Four Grand Truth~, the E ightfold Path, 

the Chain of Causation, the supernatural quali ty of Buddha: 

the word and the idea of Nirvana fa il to occur; and the 

innumerable points of difference which occupied the several 

I Asoka si 
sects a.re likewise ignored" .* He was fully conscious of 

the fact that his subj~cts included di verse peoples with 

different religious ideas, and therefore it was essential that 

he should introduce a system of laws which could be im· 

posed upon them irrespective of their personal faith and 

beliefs. It has been suggested by some modern writers that 

" he laid the basis of a universal religion, and was probably 

the fi rst to do so in history", t Eut there is no doubt that 

he laid this foundation of a 'universal religion' only un· 

consciously, because his personal faith was Buddhism, and 

there is abundant evidence to show that he was a genuine 

and zealous follower of that creed and would not change it 
~for any other system, not even a "universal religion". 

'Asoka's code of moral ity aimed at purifying the morals of 

the people rather than providing them with a new faith, and 

in this respect he was more of a social than a religious 

reformer. 

Asoka's zeal for his ethical system a~ well as the Bud· 

dhist faith was so intense that in addition 
F,, rel gn Mis­
sion s to mis::.i onary activities within the precincts 

• 
of his own empire he devi sed a vast and 

elaborate scheme of sending mis~ions to the states which lay 

nt his fr ontiers a nd to those foreign countr ies with which he 

was in tou,h T hi s comprehensive ~,heme in cluded di stant 

places Jil·e the Hellenisti c mor:archies of Syria, Egypt and 

Macedonia besides Burma and Ce) lon , the Dra\ i<lian :ki ng · 

dams of Southern India, and the border states in the north 

and the west According to the Ceylones e chroniclers the 

• Cambridge Hi tory of India, Vol, I , p 505 

t Dr, R. K. Mookerji, Asoka, p. 7(J . 
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scheme "embraced seven Indian countries lying between th~ 

Himalayas and Peshawar in the north and a region called 

Mahishamandnla in the south, usually identified with the 
southern portion of the 'Mysore State". 

The Ceylonese mis5ion which proved to be the most 

succes5ful of foreign missions and has left a permanent 

mark in the history of that ,island was led by the Emperor's 

son, He worked with a band of enthusiastic colleagues 
including his own sister, Sanghamitra, and received fu!J co­

operation and help from King Tissa who soon became a 

zealous worker in the c:1.me of bis new faith and did much 

to popularize it among his people The prince spent the 

remaining years of his life in that island and died there \ 

about 204 B C Sanghamitra was as successful among 
women as her brother was among the men * 

Tradition 

Council 
credits the Emperor with ha\'ing organized 

the third Buddhist Council at Pataliputra in 

the 19th year from his coronation It was 
occasioned by sectarian differences among the followers of 

Buddhism and ~vas presided over by Moggaliputta Tissa 

who is called Upagupta in the northern texts. Although 

Asoka does not mention this Council it has been accepted as 

a fact On the conclusion of its deliberations missionary 

activities were organi ed more elaborately~ and tradition 

ha.s recorded the names of the leading preachers who were 

despatched to different l arts of India and neighbouring 
countries 

----
• According to the northern traditions \faheadra and Sangha· 

mitra were respectively the brother and sister o{ Asoka, 
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d h rehensive scheme By his per<:onal example an t e comp 
.. t. vhich have been of missionary achv1 tes \ .. 

Agoka's described above soka !';Ucceeds> d in raismg 
Achievements. Buddhism to the position of a world religion. 

d fi cl to a limited area G:i.utam's ministry had remaine con ne . _ . 

1 t 1 · e by 1ts mona,,ttc . Northern India where it was {ep a iv . 10 

A. 1 B ddh1sm wa~ system after his death But ucder . so rn u . 

d' d to that of an raic;ed from the position of ar In 1an cree h 
. . b b counted among t e international rel·g1on and ersan to e . .

1 d F c:everal centuries 1. oc-greatest rel igiocs of the worl · or • 
. . . h E t· and even to day, al· cupied a unique pos1t1on m t e as , . . h 

. d · th land of its birt , though it has nearly d1sappeare 111 e . 

Buddhism claims the devotion of millions of human beings. 

' c tantine· but we ' Asoka has been compared to ons ' 

h · f 't had estab · <:hou]d not lose sight of the fact that C ns iam Y , . 

' · . t d by Constantme, lished its position when It was accep t . 

while Buddhism was one of the many sects strugglmg for 

mere existence and survival w en o ~a . h Ac: 1· ado1)ted it Before 

his conversion to that faith Asoka was an ambitious and 

warlike prince and was anxious to follow in the footstep6 of 
. . r by con· his ancestors and keep the dynastic tradition~ a ive 

. . h' d · ·ons But the quering territories and extendmg 1s ommi · 

adoption of the new faith changed the character and out­

look of the young emperor and diverted his energies to an 

entirely new cha1mel Asoka was not a mere preceptor, 

for, throughout the remaining years of his life, he e.n· 

deavoured 'to combine the piety of the monk with the w1s· 

dom of the King' That be was not only a theorist is am· 

ply proved by his inscripti ons'. His devotion to rel igion 

did not make him indifferent to his duties as the ruler of a 
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. The followinO' passage from one of his edicts vast empire. 0 . 

will show how anxious he was to dispose of bus:ness: -

,, For a long time past it has not happened that businesa 

has been despatched and that reports have been received at 

all hours 

Now by me this arrang~ment ha£ been made that _at all 

hours and in all places --whether I am dining, or in the 
0 

• t or in the mews ladies' apartments, or in my pnva e room, ' 

or in my (?J conveyance, or in the palace g1.rdens-the 

official Reporters should report to me on the people's business; 

and I am ready to do the people's business in all places ..... 

I have commanded that immediate report must be m ,1de to 

me at any hour and in any place, because I never feel full ,. 

satisfaction · in my efforts and dispatch of business. F e r 

the welfare of all folk is what I must work for - and the root 

of that, again, is in effort and the dispatch of business A~ri 

whatsoever exertions I make are for the end that I may dis· 

charO'e my debt to animate beings, a r. d that while I mal<~ 

som: happy here, they may in the next world gain heaven" .... 

, How far he Succeeded in living up to the ideal enunciated 

above is difficult to know, but there is no doubt that h~ ~ade 

. ff rt to serve his people and make their hves a genume e o . . 
virtuous and happy. \Vith a sublime ideal of krngsh1p, a 

d t d to a ncble lofty conceptio:.1 of society and a career evo e 

cause Asol<a deserve to be ranked among the great rulers of 

the Ancient Age and great men of all times, 

•Rock-Edict VI. Quoted in Oxford Hibtory of India, p. 110. 
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It is almost certain that art must have flourished in the 

time of Asoka's fo ther and grandfather, Art and Literature. 

but their buildings have disappeared main­

ly because they were constructed of perishable wood Asoka 

whose greatne,s as a bt1ilder has been exaggerated by tradi­

tion is said to have founded the cities of Srinagar in Kashmir 

and Deva·Pattana in Nepal. Unfortunately we do not have 

any buildings to judge the progress that architecture had 

made under his rule "unless some of the stupas near Bhilsa 

may have been built by him" . It is in sculpture rather than 

architecture that we find the highest manifestation of the 

artistic skill of the Asokan age "The art of his time", says 

Dr. Smith, "although obviously affected by Persian and 1
Hellenistic influences, is mainly Indian in both spirit and 

execution". Indeed the skill shown by the Indian artist in 

Asoka's monolithic columns is marvelhus and the pillar 

which st ill stan ds in the ruins of Feroz Shah's fort·palace is 

s:, exquisitely polished that some observers took it to be 

metallic Equally fine i·s the incision of the letters of in­
scriptions on stone 

I! 

Tt has been suggested by some scholars that the fact that 

Asoka's inscriptions were composed in vernacular dialects and 

that he chose for them places where they could be easily 

accessible to the people at large shows that the percentage of 

literarcy was fairly large The monasteries were the chief 

centres of intellectual life and served the purpose of schools 

and colleges, but the assumption that they 'prod11ced a 

higher general percentage of literacy among the populations 

than that existing at present' is absurd. Nor is Dr R. K, 
Mookerji's argument very convincing when he quotes the 



census figures of 1901 to show that Burma' 
. , percentage of 

literacy was far higher than that of the United Provinces of 
Agra and Oudh. 

We have very meagre informatton about the family 

and. descendants of Asoka. Be ·Was a poly-Fall of tile Mau- • 
ryan Dynasty ga1111st and had several wives TJ

1 
f 

· e name o 
one of them, Karuvaki called 'th d 

' e secon 
Queen', is preserved in an edict relating to h h .. · 

• er c anties. 
Sbe was t.he mother of Ti vara Another son of A I 

so rn was 
Jalauka who figures in the Kashmir tradition a~ · 

. · an important 
and vigorous ruler of that State and is reputed to h 

ave con­
quered vast territories in the plains of Northern r d' 

1
:r · 

n 1a. 1e 1s 
represented as a zealous devotee of Siva and in S" 'd t h 

" n.I o ave 
erected many temples in his honour. But the details of the' 
Kashmir tradition about Jalauka's story have not b 

een corro· 
borated by independent evidence. The person who seems to 
have succeeded Asoka in the Eastern Provinces h' 

was 1s 
grandson Dasratha. He is known from a dedicatory 

1
·n · 

scnp­
tion which records an endorsement made by him in favour of 

the Ajivika seat, Another grandson, Samprati, was, accord­

ing to Jain trad'ition. a devoted follo-...er of Jainism, His 

existence is not verified, however, by epigraphic evidenc 
e. 

The Pw·anas allot a duraticn of 137 years to this dynas-
ty. , It ended in 185 B. C. when the last Mauryan J 

ru er, 
Brihadratha, was murdered by his commander-in chief, 

Pushyamitra, who became the founder of the Sunga dynasty. 

For many centuries various minor dynasties continued to 

claim their descent from the Mauryan emperors, and one of '\• 
them has been mentioned by Hiuen Tsang. 

:---o-

CH APTER V!II 

The Sunga Kanva and Andhra Dynasties. 

Fushyamitra, the founder of the Sunga dynasty had 

The Sunga 
Dynasty. 

usurped the throne of M agadha after murder­

ing the last of the Mauryan 1Ulers at a milita· .. 
ry review His rule extended over the basin 

of the Ganges, or, roughly speaking, the mo9ern provinces 

of Bihar and U.P and a portion of Central Ind ia. In 165 
B C. Pmhyamitra's territories w !re attacked by Kharavela, 

the ruler of Kalinga. But the invader decided to withdraw 

)iis forces on finding that his enemy had made a strategic 

retreat to Mathura, Four years later Kharavela again 

invaded Magadha and is said to have forced P ushyamitra 

into submission and seized the treasures of his capital, 

Pataliputra, 

From certain passages in Patanjali's book on grammar 

it may be inferred that a Yavana (Greek l The Yavana or 
Greek lnva- Prince attacked the Sunga t8)ritories This 

slon fact is verified by Malavikagnimitra which 

is ascribed to Kalidas. The:e is no doubt as to the identity 

of the Greek invader "It is permissible to conject re", says 

Dr Raychaudhri, "that one of the two conqueri"ng kings, vi'z, 

Menander and Demetrios, was identical with the Yavana 

invader who penetrated to Saketa in Oudh, Madhyamika near 

Chitor and the river Sindhu in Central India, in the time of 

Pushyamitra". But after a critical and lengthy discussion 

of the problem be holds the view that "Menander could not ' 

have been the Inda-Greek con temporary of Pusbyamitra 
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Sunga It is Demetrios who ~hould, therefore, be id:rntified 

with the Yavana invader referred to by Patanjali and Kali­

dasa, one cf who£e armies was defeated by Prince Vasu­

mitra" * Dr. V. A Smith, on the other hand, is definitely 

of the opinion that the invader was Menander, King of 

Kabul and the Punjab, who had extended his dominion o, er 

the Indus delta and Saurashtra Kathiawar) ~·he Sungas 

repell~d the invader and forced him to withdraw to his own 

territories, but probably he managed to retain his conquests 

in vVe. tern India for sometime 

Pushyamitra's son Agnimitra who was the viceroy of 

the southern provinces lying on the banks of 

the Narbada enhanced the prestige of hi.· 
Asva-Medha 
or Horse Sacri­
fice father's Government by a victorious cam· 

raign against his southern neighbour, the Raja of Vidarbha. 

After these victories against the Indian rajas and the foreign 

invader Pushyamitra considered it iu"tifiable for himself to 

celebrate the Asva Medha or horse sacrifice which, a( cording 

to an old tradition, could be performed by a paramount sove­

reign only. Thr consecrated horse was let loose to wander 

for a year under the protection ot the King's grandson, Vasu· 

mitra, who is said to have routed a band of the Yavanas rn 

the bank of the river Sindhu in Central India The per· 

forming of this sacrifice which had remained in abeyance 

under the Mauryas is undoubtedly a step toward!" the 

Brahmanical reaction. The Bucdbist writers represent 

Pushyamitra as a cruel bigot and a persecutor of Buddhism, 

but they are probably guilty of exaggeration There is no 

---
•.Political History of Ancient India, pp. 240-49. 

The Sunga, Kanva and Andhra Dynasties 

doubt, however, that the Sungas were staunch adherents of. 

the Hindu faith which must have enjoyed a preferential 

position under their rule. 

In on about 149 B.C. Pushyamitra died after a reign of 

about 36 years and was succeeded by his son. 
Fall of the 
Sungas. Agnimitra. According to the Vishnu Purana, 

Agnimitra was followed by eight other kings: 

of the dynasty, one of whom was his son, Vasumitra. The. . 

later Sungas were weak rulers and the tenth king, Devabhuti 
I ' 

or Devabhumi, a young man of dissolute habi~s was over· 

thrown by his minister. "In a frenzy of passion" says Bana, , 

"the over· libidinous Cunga was at the instance of his min· 

ister Vasudeva reft of his life by a daughter of Devabhuti's· 

;;lave woman disguised as his Queen".* The usurper 

Vasudeva became the founder of the Kanva dynasty. but 

probably the Sunga princes continued to rule over a limited 

territory till the rise of the Andhras who are said to 

have "swept away the remains of the Sunga power". 

Of the unimportant dynasty of the Kanvas founded by 

Vasudeva we know very little. It had four The Kanvas, 
73 B C to 28 
B,C. 

kings who ruled over a com!iaratively short 

period of 45 years . The last ruler of the. 

dynasty was overthrown by the Andhras about 28 B. C. 

The Andhras are mentioned in the Aitareya Brah· 

The Satvaha· 
nas or The 
Andhras: Early 
History. 

mana as a Dasyu tribe living on the borders. 

of the Aryan settlements, We learn from 

Pliny that in the time of the early Mauryans 

their "territory included thirty walled towns, 

• English Translation of Bana 's Harsa ·charita, as quoted by Dr, 

V, A. Smith in his Early History of India, p. 215, n, 2. 
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besides numerous villages, and the army consisted of 
100,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, and 1,000 elephants". The 

town of Sri Kakulam on the Krishna is said to have been 
their capital. In Asoka's edicts they are mentioned among 

peoples who had received his missions and accepted his 

JT.essage. They were, therefore, only under a nominal 

suzerainty of the Mauryan Emperor and enjoyed consider­

able independence in their c9untry. * 

The founder of the Satvahana dynasty, Simukha seems 

to have taken advantage of the decline of the Mauryan power 

after Asoka and laid the foundation of an independent state. 

The expansion of the Andhra State must have, therefore, 

begun in the last quarter of the third century B C.; but some 

of the modern scholars have accepted the testimony of the 

Puranas; according to which Simukha flourished in the 1st 

century and destroyed not only the Kanva dynasty but 
also "what~ver was left of the Sungas" . Krishna the 
brother and successor of Simukha is mentioneJ in an m· 

scription at Nasik, which shows that the expansion of the 

Andhras was very rapid and that in a short time they had 

succeeded in extending their dominion almost across the 

whole width of India. The third king was Sri Satakarni 

• "This is why so many states and peoples of India were left 

unconquered whr-m they could be easily conquered by a sovereign of 

Asbk~'s ;:,aramonnt power and position: the Cholas, the Pandyas, the 

Satiyaputras, the Ke1alaputras ( H.ock Edict II', the Yavanas (Greeks) 

the Kambojas , the Nabhapantis of Nabbaka, the Hhojas and Pitinikas 

the Andhras and Pulindas, All these are :nentioned as lying outside 

bis 'conquered territory' (viji!a) or direct dominion (Hock Edict. 

Xlll)". This passage shows that Andhras were an independent tribe. 

See Dr, R, K. Mookerji's Asoka, p, 21, 
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who is menti()ned as Lord of the vVest in the inscription ,of 

Kharavela of Kalinga, and it is inferred from a later inscrip· 

tion at Sanch.i that Malwa was included in their dominiqn. 

About 28 B.C:. the last ruler of the Kanva dynasty was 

slain by the A.ndhra king whose name is not known. 
This is followed by a long gap in the history of th,is 

Wars between 
the Andhras 
and Kshahara-
tas . 

dynasty about which we know almost no· 

thing. At the beginning of the seco~d 

century we fi;d the Andhras involved in a 

coP..flict with the Saka dynasty of the Ksha· 
harata Kshatrapas who had risen to power by that tim·e 

The earliest ruler of the dynasty whose name is known to 

us was Bhumaka who lived in the early years of the fir~t 
century after Christ and was subordinate to one or the other 
of the Indo· f>arthian kings. Under Nahapana who a.ssum· 

ed the title of 'Great Kshatrapa: (Satrap) the Kshaharata. 

dominion extended to Ajmer in the north, Poona and Nasik 

in the west and included the peninsula of Saurashtra or 

Kathiawar, The dynasty was overthrown by Raja 

Gautamiputra Satakarni, the 23rd king of the Andhras, in 
the first centtiry. He signalized his,victor~ by re·stamping 

the coins of the Kshaharata chiefs and annexing their 

territories to his dominion, 

Gautamiputra was succeeded by his son Raja Vasishti,-· 

putra Sri P \\lumavi about 128 A,D. He was twice defeated 

by his fathet,in·law Rudradaman I, the great Satrap of 

Ujjain, and lost much of the land that his father had con• 
quered. 

After 

Yajna Sri. 

ulumavi's death the only important · 'ruler···of 

this dynasty was Yajna Sri who a·sce~de~ 

the throne ill 166 A, D, "ud occupied it fol' 
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-about thirty years. He seems to have renewed the 'str°'uggle 

with the Western Satraps and struck coins after their model, 

probably for circulation in the territory which he had con· 

Quered from them, Some of his coins bear the figure of a 

ship, which indicates that his power was not confined to 
land. 

After Yajna Sri the powe.r of the Andhras declined 
rapidly and the dync\sty ccame to an end about 225 A. D. 

It has been suggested that Sri Pulumavi's policy of appoint· 

ing military officers as viceroys hastened the process of dis­

integration. These powerful chiefs took advantage cf the 

weakness of the central government and set up independent 

states. The most important of such principalities was the 

Chutu Kingdom of Banavasi whose ruler bore the title of 

Satakarni, Later on, the Pallavas obtained the southern 

provinces of the Andhra Empire through a matrimonial 

alliance with the Chu tu chief. Besides this internal weak­

ness the Andhra power received a great blow from foreign 

invasions in the second . .century. Yajna Sri bad succeeded 

in arresting the decline of the dynasty, but his successors 
~ 

could not continue his vigorous policy, The later kings 

lingered on for sometime in the eastern portion of the Em­

.pire which disappeared with the rise of other dynasties like 
the Pallavas and the Kadambas. 

The inscriptions of the Andhra period give us some 

'So£iety. idea of the social life of the people. Bud· 
dhism had no doubt received a set-back 

· ,after Asoka's death, but it seems that the two religions 

-flourished -side by side under the Andhras. Most of the 

.Emldhist ·caves in the Deccan belong to this period, while 

i 
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the popularity of Hinduism is indicated by the fact that the 

Satvahana chiefs performed the Asvamedha and other 

Brahmanical sacrifices. It was during this period that 

"foreigners of variouc; origins, Sakas and Yavanas, were 

penetrating all ranks of Hindu Society and adopting Hindu­

ism.and Brahmanism". The Andhra kingdom had com· 

mercial relations with the vVest, and ships laden with fore· 

ign commodities sailed through tl.e Red Sea to reach the 

ports of India. 

Some of the Andhra kings patronized learning, but it is 

to be noted that they extended their patronage to Prakrit 

rather than to Sanskrit. Bala, the seventeenth king of the 

dynasty, according to the Puranic lists, is credited with 
1
having compiled an anthology of erotic verses in the Prakrit 

of Maharashtra This s1 ould not, however, be taken to mean 

that Sanskrit had lost its hold in the country: in fact it was 

regaining its influence with the revival of the Brahmanical 

Hinduism. 

• 

-o-
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Foreign Invaders of North West India ' . 
The disintegration of the Mauryan Empire after Asoka 

Kingdoms of 
Bactria and 
Parthia. 

exposed its outlying provinces in the north­

west to the attacks of the Indo-Greek princes 

who had established their power beyond the 

Hindu-Kush mountains. On Alexander's death his Asiatic 

de minion was won and consolidated into a powerful monarchy 

by Seleukos who styled himself as Nikator or the Conqueror. 

He is known as the King of Syria, but in reality his empire 

stretched in the east to the borders of India, which naturall? 

made him anxious to recover the Indian provinces that had 

been conquered by his great master. As has been related 

in a previous chapter he was defeated by Chandragupta 
Maurya and failed to materialize this scheme. In 261 B. C. 

his empire passed into the hands of his grandson Antiochos, 

a worthless prince, towards the end of whose reign the pro· 

vinces of Bactria and Parthia raised the standard of revolt 

and became independent states. 

The Parthian revolt had its origin in a national nsmg 

under the leadership of a brave chief named Arsakes who 

became the founder of the well-known Arsakidan dynasty of 

Persia which lasted for about five centuries. Bactria with 

Baktra (Balkh) as its capital had become an important 

colony of the Greeks since the days of Alexander. Here 

the revolt was due to a military revolution under its Greek 

governor Diodotus who seems to have assumed independence 

and laid the foundation of a new dynasty about ~SQ 13,C, 
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He died after a brief reign of about five years and was suc· 

ceeded by his son Diodotus II who made an alliance with 

Parthia . 

Diodotus II was overthrown by another adventurer 

Indian 
Invasions of the 
Bactrian 
J\1onarchs . 

named Euthydemos who was soon involved 

in a war with Antiochos the Great of Syria 

(223-187 B.C.). After a long but unsuc· 

cessful siege of B~~h, Antiochos recognized 
the independence of Bactria by a treaty and was so deeply 

impressed by Demetrios, the son of Euthydemos, who had 

conducted the negotiations of peace on behalf of his father 

that he gave his daughter in marriage to him. Shortly after 

this Antiochos crossed the Hindukush and compelled 

Subhagasena <Sophagasenas of the Gre8ks~ to purchase peace 
by offering the victorious invaders a large indemnity and a 

considerab!e number of elephants * Euthydemos died after 

a long and prosperous reign in 190 B . C and was succeeded 

by Demetrios who had already earned a. good reputation. 

The new monarch finding his position perfectly secure in 

Bactria led his forces towards the Indian border land and 

succeeded in taking possession of the Kabul Valley and 

portions of the Punjab and Sindh ( circ. 190 B.C.) His 

Indian conquests cost him the throne of Bactria which was 

seized by a rebellious adventurer named Eukratides about 

175 B.C . But Demetrios managed to retain the possession 

of his newly conquered territories with Sangala ~or Sialkot) 

*Tt has been su ggested that "i ubhagasena was a grandson of 
Asoka . 

... .. 
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as his capital and became known I as the "King of the 
ndians". He was compelled, however, to f E resist the arms 

o ukratides who had successfully V 11 attacked the Kabul 
a ey and extended his frontiers to the borders of the 

western Punjab. Probabl it . . 
against his rival that D ~ . was dunng this struggle 
160 B C , Th . eme nos met with his end about 
b . . e tnumph of Eukratides also was short-lived 

ecause he was murd d h ' , h. ere op is way back from India b 
IS own son and successor Heliok!es. It was in th . y 

of this parricide that Ba t . . e reign th G k c na was seized by the Sakas and 
e . ~ee s wer,e forced to seek shelter . 

dommions. m their Indian 

Thus the houses of D · . emetnos and Eukratides continued 

The Two Houses to rule m the eastern Punjab and the Kabul 
of the lndo- Valley resp f 1 T Greek Kings . ec Ive Y· he coins give us the 

name; of several kings of the b 
Eukratides after its expulsion from B t . 0 ouse of 

A 

. . ac na . ne of them 
ntalk1das, IS mentioned in . . . , ( . an mscnpt1on at Bec:nagar 

near Bh1lsa ), which records the erection of 1 -b . 

b d 

a co umn y his 

am assa or to the court of th S Th. . . . ~ e unga ruler Bhagabhadra 
IS mscnpti on shows that the y · · · . avana princes had diplo . 

he relations with other states in the . t . f ma d m.enor o the countr 
an also proves that some of these f . y Indi l' . ore1gners bad adopted 
Bh an re ig1ons, for the Greek ambassador st}les himself as 

agval .7,. The Jac:t of th G I d' b d ~ ese reek princel ings of the 
n ian or er-land was Hermaeus. 

Of the princes of the house of Euthydemos the names 
of Appolodotos and Menander appea . l' robabl . . r rn iterature. It was 
: Y m the time of Appolodotos that the dynasty lost 

its hold on eastern Afghanistan Mena d . · n er 1s a well-known 
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figure in Indiau literature and is identified with King Milinda 
of the Buddhist work M ilinda-pan.lza ( Questions of Milinda '. 
This book is in the form of a dialogue between N agasena, 

the Buddhist saint, and Menander who ultimately becomes a 
convert to Buddhism. Menander seems to have enjoyed a 
long and prosperous reign and was, according to · some 

scholars, the Yavana prince who had invaded Magadha. 
His successors were not strong rqlers, and the dynasty came 

to an end in the first century ~ C. on account of the 

pressure of the Saka invaders. 

The Scythians (Sakas) and the Parthians (Pahlavas ') 
are usually associated with each other and 
often with the Yavan1s (Greeks) in Indian 

literature and inscriptions. In the second 
The Sakas and 

ahiavas . 

century B.C. the Sakas who lived in the territory to the 

north of the Jaxartes were pushed southward into Bactria 

by another horde of nomads known as the Yueh-chi, The 

Sakas burst upon the kingdoms of Parthia and Bactria and 

occupied Ariana (Herat) and Sistan, which came to be 
known as Sakastan. In a long and severe struggle the • 
Parthian king, Mithrada.tes II, succeeded in establishing his 

supremacy over these noma::lic tribes. It was also during 
his reign that the inter·mingling of the two peoples took 

place, and there arose a number of vassal states which 
were governed by mixed Saka and Parthian princes. After 
the death of Mitbradates II, the Saka chiefs re-asserted 

themselves, entered India through Aracbosia and the Bolan 

pass and occupied the lower portion of the Indus valley 

which came to be known by the name of Inda-Scythia. 
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Of these Saka-Pahlava families the two most important 

Manes, 
ones were those of Maues {King Moga of 

inscriptions) and Vonones In a later genera­

tion both these families became associated with each 

other. Maues who was the earliest of the Saka kings of 

India flourished in the first century B, C. and seems to have 

conquered Gandhara and extended his rule over the Punjab, 

He had assumed the title of "King of Kings" and occupied 

his throne for a fairly long period. 

Maues was succeeded by Azes I who was a Pahlava 

Gondopbares: and not a Saka Prince and seems to have 
had a long reign. The reigns of the next Legend of St, 

Thomas, 
two princes, Azilises and Azes II occupied 

a period of about forty years. About A. D. 20, Azes II • 
was succeeded by Gondophares who ruled over an extensive 

territory for more than a quarter of a century as is evident 

from an inscription. 

It would be interesting to note that in Christian tradi­
tions the name of Gondophores is associated with the legend 

of St, Thomas. The saint, according to this tradition, is said 

to have visiteH the kingdom of Gondophares and converted 

him and many of his subjects to Christianity. Evidently 
the whole story is a myth, but "it is permissible to believe 
that a Christian mission actually visited the Indo·Parthians 

of the nor~h -western frontier during his reign, whether or 
not that mission was conducted by St. Thomas in person". 

The house of Maues is associated with the system of 

Government by satraps under a Suzerain. 
Satrap Dynas- The most important of these Satrapal fami· 
UH, 

lies were those of Taxila and Mathura in the 
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north and Malwa and Gujrat in western India. The names 

of several Saka chiefs of Mathura and some of the Satraps 

of Taxila are mentioned in the inscriptions• 

Far more important than these chiefs of Taxila and 

Mathura were the Satrap dynasties of Malwa and Gujrat, who 

have been mentioned before . The distinguished families of 
the Western Kshatrapas {Satra~.:; were the Kshaharatas 

and the Chashtanas Bhumaka, the founder of the Kshabara· 
ta line, was succeeded by Nahapana who was the real build­

er of the powerful Saka kingdom extending from Mal wa to 

Nasik and seems to have enjoyed a long reign. The Kshaha­
ratas were overthrown by the Andhra Satvahanas, The 

founder of the other line, which was closely connected with 

the Kshaharatas, was Chashtana* who issued coins as Maha· 

kshatrapa. His grandson, Rudradaman was a war-like 

prince, and his victories over the Satvahanas and other 

chiefs are recorded in the Girnar inscription. He repaired 

the great Sudarsana embankment which was built by the 

Mauryas. He was an accomplished person and enhanced the 

prestige of his dynasty wh 1ch continued to rul~ till the end of 

the fourth century when it was overthrown by the Guptas. 

_ The Sakas had adopted the Hindu faith and did much to 

promote its cause. 

For the early history of the Kushana dynasty we have 

Kushanas. 
to depend mostly upon Chinese sources of 

information, In the second century B. C.-

*The name of Chashtana's father was Ysamotika which bu been 

supposed by some scholars as the Saka original ~f the Sanskrit form 
Bhumaka. 
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the date usually given is 165 . . 
th B,C.-a central A 

e Hiung·nu defeated th . . s1an tribe, 
compelled th:m t b e1r neighbours, the Yueh-chi, and 

o a andon their h 1 . 
western China and . orne- ands in north· 

. move Westwards Th k' 
chi was slain in th· t. · e mg of the Yueh. 

is ac IOn, and his sk 11 . .d 
<:1sed as a drinking cup b th . . u is. sa1 to have been 
of •th . . Y e v1ctonous chief. In_ the course 

eir march the Yueh-ch. . 
·11· « J people who numb d 

m1 IOns defeated anoth t 'b ere several 
b er n e known as th \Xr 
asin of the I1 · · e 'vu-sun in the 

I nver After this vict 
these nomads tu d ory a small section of 

rne southwards a d ttl 
frontier. They b 1 r se ed on the Tibetan 

ecame mown as the L . ttl y . 
the main body wh' h I e ueh-ch1, while 

JC was des· t d 
continued its westw d igna e the Great Yueh-chi 

ar march until th 
ing the Sakas from th . 1 d . ey succeeded in expell·· 
The S k eir an s m the north of the Syr-Da . 

a as were therefore c 1 na. 
which they found . h ompe led to seek a new borne 

m sout ern Afghanist I 
the son of the W S . an. n the meantime 

u- un chief h h d 
defeat and death of h' f ' w o a escaped after the 

is ather had h d succeeded in se . ' reac e manhood and 
cunng the hel of h · 

common foe H d p t e Hrnng-nu against the 
h . e rove the Yueh-chi o t f h 

t ey had wrested f 1 u o t e lands which 
rom t le Sak d f 

to the Oxus val] h as an arced them to move on 
ey w ere they def t d th T 

and gradually oc . d . ea e e a-Hia people 
cup1e Bactria a d S h . 

end of the first ce t n og diana. By the 
n ury B .C. the y h h' 

nomadic habits for a ttl d . ue ·c I had changed their 
five diff, . se e life and divided thernse1ves into 

erent tnbes, of which the w h 
n.us anas were one. 

After the lapse f . 
o a p~nod of over a hundred years the 

adpltises I. Kushana chief, Kujula Kad h' . . . 1ses. succeeded 
. in bnngmg the whole of tha Yneh chi eo 1 

and their territory under his sway H th P P e 
' e en started a series 
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of campaigns and added to his dominion the territory of 

Gandhara and the Kabul valley and occupied the lands south 

of the Hindu-Kush. He could also find time and opportuni· 

ty to invade Parthia, Thus the Kushana empire under 

Kadphises I stretched from the frontiers of Persia to the 

Indus. His march across the Hindu-kush involved him into 

a struggle with the Greek and Parthian dynasties which 

were crushed and overthrown. 1 be fact that the name of 

Kadhphises appears on some coins conjointly with that of 

Hermaeus shows that either they were struck at a time when 

the two princes were in a temporary alliance or that the 

Kushana victor simply imitated the coins of his vanquished 
, enemy. 

Kadphise::; I died at the age of eighty about 78 A D. 

Kadphises II. 
and was succeeded by his son \Vima Kad­

phises who is known as Kadphises II. He 
was not le~s ambitious and war-like than his father and is 
said to have extended his power over the Punjab and a part 

of the Gangetic plain. His Indian Provinces were governed 

by viceroys "to whom should be attributed the large issues 

of coins known to numismatists as those of the Nameless 

King, which are extremely common all over Northern India 

frorn the Kabul valley to Ghazipur and Benares on the 

Ganges, as well as in Cutch (Kachcha) and Kathiawar".* 

In the last quarter of the first century A.D. the great 

Chinese general Pan Chao carried his victorious arrns al· 

most to the shores of the Caspian Sea and conquered Khothan 

*V. A. Smith '& Early History of India, p, l08. 
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and Kashgar and other places lying on the borders of the 

Kushana Empire. Kadphises was alarmed by these victories 
and tried to assert his power by demanding a Chinese princess 
in marriage, He sent this proposal to General Pan Chao 
who considered it insulting for his master and ordered the 

arrest of the envoy. The Kushana Emperor now felt justi· 

fied in sending an army across the Pamir to attack China. 

The army was so shattiv':)d by the hardships of the journey 
that it was easily routed by the enemy and Kadphises was 
compelled to purchase peace by promising a tribute. His 
relations with the Romans were far more happy. It has 

been suggested that the Indian embassy received by Trajan 

was sent by the Kushana Emperor, and there is evidence to 

show that Roman gold came to India in return for the pre- • 
cious commodities of the East. Probably it was for this 

reason tha~ Kadphises II was in a position to issue gold coins 
in large numbers. 

Kadphises II was succeeded about 120 AD. by Kanishka 
Kaoishka who is a well-known figure in Buddhist 

tradition.* In spite of his fame as a mighty 
conqueror and a great patron of Buddhism we have but 
-- c~ 

*There is considerable difference of opinion among scholars 
about the actual date of Kanisbka's accession and bis relation to 

Kadphises II One view is that Kadphises and Kanishka belonged to 

two different families of the Kushanas and the connection between 

them, if there was any, is not known. According to another view 

X:anishka succeeded Kadphises II and was closely related to him, 

"K. P . Jayaswal is of opinion that the Statue of the seated king, 
discovered close to the Statue of Kanishka near Mathura is that of 

Wema Kadphises (Kadphises II} and that Kanishka was the son of 
Kadphises II " . (Early History of India, p. 273). For a fuller 

discussion of the various theories see H. Raychaulihri's Politcal 
History of Ancient India. (pp. 294-299). 

,. 
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scanty material for a detailed study of his achievements. 

There is little doubt, however, that he did not only 

complete the conquest of upper India but also extended the 
frontiers of his empire to the regions beyond the Pamir 

passes. He seems to have led a victorious campaign in the 
Gangetic plain as far east as Sarnath fnear Benares) where 

inscriptions of the year 3 of his era have been discovered. 

He conquered Kashmir and built there, in addition to 

numerous monuments, the town or' Kanishkapura According 

. to tradition he brought from his eastern campaign the Bud· 
dhist saint named Asvaghosha . The capital of Kanishka's 
empire was Purushapura (Modern Peshawar) where he 

erected a great tower and a magnificent · monastery which 
flourished as a place of Buddhist learning till the ninth 
century. 

Besides his Indian conquests Kanishka is alleged to 

have led a successful invasion against Parthia. But the most 

remarkable of his military exploits was his campaign across 

the Pamirs which resulted in the annexation of the provinces 

of Kashgar, Yarkand and Khotan. He thus aven~ed the 

defeat of his predecessor and brought b~Jfk hostages* 
who were treated with the utmost consideration and allowed 
to live in monasteries . 

*A curions story is related about th"e treasure which the!e 

hostages had deposited as an endowment for one of these 
monasteries . The narrator says how attempts made to appropriate the 

treasure by a Raja and some of the monks livinc there ended in 
failure and how it was in the time of Hiuen Tsang and through 

his pi~us intercession that the workmen could dig up the spot and 

discover a vessel full of gold and pearls whicb were utilized for the 
repairs of the monastery, 
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In Buddhist tradition Kanishka is also depicted, like 

Kanishka's 
Conversion to 
Buddhism, 

Asoka, as an unscrupulous tyrant before his 

conversion to the religion of Buddha. B ut 

the story that his ideas began to change when 

he realized that he had been responsible for the slaughter 

of thousands of men in war is not corroborated by other 
sources. A more authentic account of Kanishka's religion 

is given by scholars who have carefully studied his numer-
i;p 

ous and varied coins. It is beyond doubt that be had 

become a Buddhist, but his coins show that be also 

respected Zoroastrian and Greek divinities, "The finest, 

and presumably the earliest, pieces bear legends, Greek 

in both script and language, with effigies of the sun 

and moon personified under their Greek names, Helios 

and Selene, On later issues the Greek script is 

retained, but the language is Khotanese, a form of old 

Iranian, while the deities depicted are a strange medley of 

the gods worshipped by Greeks, Persians and Indians 

The rare coins exhibiting images of Buddha Sakyamuni 

with his name in Greek letters are usually considered. to be 
among the Jateft of the reign, but they are well executed and 

may be earlier in date than is generally supposed "* 
Kanish]rn's Buddhism is of the Mahayana form in 

which Buddha appears "among a crowd of heterogeneous 

deities" and beeomes "a god, with his ears open to the 
prayers of the faithful, and served by an hierarchy of 

Bodhisattavas and other beings acting as mediators between 

him and sinful men " It should be noted, however, that 

'Y A. Smith, Early History of India, p . 281. 

I 
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Kani~bka was not the founder of the Mahayana• system 
although he did much to promote it. The worship of images, 
an elaborate ritual and a belief in the doctrine of salvation 

by faith in the Buddha were some of the main features of 
this newer form of Buddhism, 

According to Buddhist traditions of Northern India 

which are preserved in the works of Tibetan Buddhist 
Council. and Chinese writers Kanishka summoned a 

Council like that of Asoka. The object of this Council 

was to obtain an authoritative exposition of the doctrines 
of Buddhism. It is said that in the course of his studies 
Kanishka was puzzled by the conflicting views of the various 

sects. He therefore summoned a Council of the learned 

· theologians, which met in Kashmir under the ·president· 

ship of Vasumitra and gave its verdict on various issues. 
The aged Asvaghosha also attended this assembly, · . .About 

500 members took part in these discussions, and the results 

of their deliberations were inscribed on copper plates and 

deposited in a stupa which was erected for this purpose. It 
is certain that the Council was held, but its connection 

with Kanishka has been questioned by some.scholars. 

The story of Kanishka's death is preserved in a legend 

which says that he was murdered by bis own people 

who were sick of his policy of incessant wars and 
campaigns. 

Kanishka's two sons, Vasishka and Huvisbka, probah· 

Kanishka's 
successors, 

ly acted as his father's viceroys in upper 

India, The fact that Vasishka's coins are 

*The names Mahayana and Hinayana meant the Great Vehi~~ 
a.nd the Little Vehicle respectively. 
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not known lends support to the view that he died before his 
father and that the latter's immediate successor was·his other 
son, Huvishka, whose coins have survived in large numbers. 

He seems to have enjoyed a long reign, but we know 
nothing about the events of this period, The town of 

. Huvishkapura was built by Huvishka and was situated near 
the Baramula pass in Kashmir. It was an important place 

in the 7th century and was visited by the famous traveller 

.. 

Hi l/ en Tsang. < 'J 

In the reign of the next ruler, Vasudeva, the Kushana 
power began to decline, and it was probably at this time 
that the Satraps of Saurashtra became independent, After 

Vasndeva the extensive empire of the Kushanas broke up 
into fragments and a number of petty independent states 

• 
rose to power. The last traces of Kushana rule in Kabul 
were swept away by the White Huns. It has been suggest· 
ed by some scholars that the fall of the Kushanas "must 
have been hastened by the terribie plague of A. D, 167, 
which started in Babylonia, and desolated the Roman and 

Parthian empires for several years ." 

It has been related before that from very ancient times 

India's 
Relations 
with other 
Countries 

<India had commercial relations with some of 

the Mediterranean countries. There is no 
doubt that the invasions of Darius, Alexander 

and An tiochos strengthened these lines 

of communications, and scholars have discovered traces of· 

Persi~n and Greek influences in Mauryan art. After 
Alexander India's trade with E gypt increased considerably. 

- Her commodities were carried through the Red Sea to the 

Egyptian ports from where they were transported to 

Alexandria which had become the emporium of trade 
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between the Ea!5t and the West and the meeting place of the 

various nations. 
The numerous and beautiful coins issued by the Inda· 

Greek princes of the Punjab and the Kabul valley were 
imitated by the Western Satraps, the Kushanas and the 
Guptas. But it should be noted that the Indo-Greek dynas· 

ties did not leave any permanent mark on the institutions 

of this country. On the contrary, the foreigners were soon 
absorbed in the native population and adopted the social 

and religious practices of this country. 

Under the Kushanas whose dominions touched the 

frontiers of the Chinese and Persian empires the contact of 
IDJiia with foreign countries seems to have increased to a 

great extent. They sent ambassadors to the Roman 

Emperor, and one of them is said to have visited tbe Court 
of Trajan who received him w!th great courtesy. This 

diplomatic intercourse gave a fresh stimulus to trade, and 
Indian spices became very popular with the Romans. The 

Kushana Princes imitated Roman coins. Consequently 
India began to attract the attention of Western ,writers, and 
some of them have supplied us fragmentary but useful 

information about her. 

In the domains of art, religion and literature, like 
~oinage, it is not difficult to find traces of foreign influence. 
In the Gandhara School, for example, "the forms of Greek 
art were applied to Buddhist subjects, with considerable 

artistic success in many cases," On the other hand Chris· 

tian Gnosticism shows unmistakable signs of the influence · 
of Indian philosophy. Similarly, the Indians borrowed 

some ideas in medicine and astronomy from the Greeks, 
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Chapter X. 

The Gupta Period 

The period from the fall of th K • 
Tbe Nagas and Guptas fo e ushanas to the rise of the 
the Vakatakas. . rms a dark epoch in the hist 
. India, because ou ory of 
its study are extr.em 1 r sources of information for 
b al e Y meagre. But it . 

e most a certainty th t •· . is now considered to 
I a· b a a considerable . n ia ad passed und th Portion of northern 

er e sway of h 
and fourth centuries A D A t e Nagas in the third 
power in. the third c .t • nether dynasty that had risen to 

· en ury •was that f 
seem to have flourished in th . o the Vakatakas who 

The N e ternt<:>ry of Bundelkhand 

of v:a· agas are mentioned in the P . 
.i isa which they seem to h ur~nas as the rulers • 

of the Sungas for•it was th • ave occupied after the decline 
latter. A · e seat of a vicero It . n mscription of the fi ya Y undeo the 
m Central India ment· rst century A,D. at Padmavti 
h wns one of th N 

t erefore it appears b b e aga rulers, Evidently 
K h pro a le that th us ana power drove th N e expansion of the , 
them .to take .refuge in the ~gas southward and compelled 
Provinces. e region now covered by the Central 

W"h it the decline of the Ku b r . s anas the Na.gas seem to have 

The Bharasivas. evwed their power and glory a d fore called N . N n are there· 
The first important ruler of th ava~ agas in the Puranas. 
wh . e revived dynast v· 

o established his a th . Y was 1rasena 
and b u onty over the territory of th D b 

ecame the founder of e oa 
The Bharasivas the Bharasiva line, 

1 
extended their d . . 

arge part of mod U omm10n over a 
B' em · P. and the d · · · 

iha'r and had under h . a Jommg districts of 
t e1r control several vassal . princes 

The Gupnl Period, 
. ...,_ 

and clans, They were devoted to the Hindu laitli and did 
much to revive the ancient culture of the Hindus, 

Another powerful dynasty that rose to power in the third 
century was that of the Vakataka.s whose 
original territory roughly corresponded 

with modern Ber3'r. The descent of this dynasty has been 
traced from Vindbyasakti . He did not enjoy the status of a 
ruling sovereign, but bis son, Pravi,rasena I, assumed the title 
of Samrai or emperor and is said to have performed several 

asva·medhas or horse sacrifices He was succeeded by bis 
grand·son, Rudrasena I, whose son and successor Prithivisena 

was a contemporary of Samadragupta and Chandragupta 11, 
Prithivisena had a long reign during which he extende d 
his kingdom by conquering a part of the Karnataka countr y 

and the kingdom of the Kadambas· His son Rudrasena II 
married Prabbavati. a daughter of Chandragupta II, a.nd 
from this time the Vakatakas seem to have eclipsed before 

the ·rising power of the Guptas. Probably the fortunes of th e 
Vakatakas had begun to revive on the decline of the Gupt a s . 
and they appear to have acted as a bulwark in western Ind ia.. 
against the inroads of the Hunas. About th~ middle of t h ~ 

sixth century the Vakataka dynasty disappeared and waS) 
supplanted by the Kalachuris. Like the Bharasivas tb~ 

Vakataka.s also followed the Hindu faith and the period of 

The Vakatakas. 

their ascendancy witnessed a vigorous revival of Hindu a.rt 
They patronized Sanskrit which bad become the language of 

their court and inscriptions. 
With the dawn of the fourth century \Ve come to a peri od 

for which we have better sources of infor­

mation than the previous one. Of the ma ny 

iusctiptions of this age the most importa 
The Rise ol the Gupta 
Dynasty: Chandra· 
gupta l , 
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is that of Samudragupta which gives a detailed account of his 

conquests and is a precious record for the study of contem· 
porary history. The origin of the Gupta dynasty is lost · in 

obscurity, but we know from the evidence of the Chinese 
pilgrim, I Tsing, who visited this country in the last quarter of 

the seventh century, that a maharaja named Sri Gupta had 

built a temple for the Chinese pilgrims. Nothing is known of 

the immediate succe~sors of &i Gupta, and the earliest prince 

9f the house, who is mentioned in the inscriptions, is Gupta, 

the great•grandfather of Samudragupta.* Gupta's son was 

Ghatotkacha Gupta, but it was in the time of his grandson, 

Chandragupta I, that the dynasty rose to prominence. He 

is therefore held as the real founder of the Gupta dynasty. 

Chandragupta strengthened his power and resources by 

mar~ying Kumaradevi, a Lichchavi princess of VaisaJi. His 
coins indicate that he owed his position to his queen, for they 

have on the obverse the figures of the husband and the wife 
and on the reverse the legend "Lichchhavayah". He seems 

to have extended his dominion by annexing some territories 

in Bihar and Oudh, and commemorated the establishment of 

his kingdom by fofmding the Gupta era which begins from 

the date of his coronation (February 26, A. D. 320). 

Chandragupta was succeeded by his son Samudragupta 

Samudragupta, who was a man of varied accomplishments 
335-375 A. D, The Allahabad Inscription shows that 

Chandragupta had chosen his as him heir because he was the 

• Some scholars have idemtibed Shri Gupta with Chandta.gtlpta l. 
But this is improbable because I Tsing date would place him_ in the 

second. century, while Chandra~upta flourished in the fourth century. 

.. 
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worthiest of his sons. At the time of his accession which 
maybe placed about 335 A. D. India was divided into a num· 
her of states . This political disunity of the country must 

have encouraged the new monarch in his ambitions schemes 

of conquest and aggression, According to his famous in· 

scription Samudragupta waged two distinct wars in Aryavarta 
and utilized the interval between them for his celebra• 

ted campaign in the south. The author of this panegyric 
(Allahabad Inscription) classifies his master's enemies under 
four heads according to the treatment meted out to them: 

kings whose territories were am;iexed; kings who were defeat• 
ed but re instated as tributaries; frontier kings who paid 

homage to the victor; kings who felt the force of his arms. 

Samudragupta opened his campaigns with a war against 

His Campaigns. 
the chiefs of Northern India who were 

under the leadership of the Ganpati N aga 

of Padmavati, The forces of the confederacy were defeated 

and most of the territory belonging to the vanquished chiefs 

was annexed by the victor. This was followed by a success· 

ful raid in the regions of Chotanagpur, Mahakoshala and 

Andhra. But Samudragupta's fame as at warrior rests on 

his southern campaign, He marched from his capital in a 

southerly direction and defeated King Mahendra of South 

Koshala in the valley of the Mahanadi. From here hj' proeed· 
ed against the chiefs of -Mahakantra, the forest region adjoining 

the Koshala country, The victorious monarch continued his 

march southwards and defeated the ruler of a vast kingdom 

which included Pishtapura (modern Pithapura), the ancient 

capital of Kalinga and the hill forts of Mahendragiri and 

Kottuta, Among other princes who became the victims of 
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Samudragupta's aggression were Damana of Erandapali 
(Ganjam district), Vishnugopa, the Pallava king of Kanchi, 

Hastivaraman of Vengi (north of Ellore), Ugrasena of Palalm, 
Kubera of Devarashtra and Dhanamjaya of Kushtalapura, 
These states were not annexed, It has been suggested by 

some scholars that the last-named princes in the above list 
formed a confederation which proved too strong for Samu· 
dragupta q.nd successfully stemmed the tide of his invasions • 
.Of the-defeated princes none seems to have been deprived of 
his tei:;rjtories, but there is no doubt that the victorious 

invader of ,the North carried away enormous wealth to enrich 

his capital.* 

'Samudragupta now attacked the .regions of Bunclelkhand 

~nd Central India for a seGond time and annexed the coun-· 

try lying between the Jumna , and the Vindhyas . In this 

campaign he is said to have defeated a chief, named Rudra· 
deva, who has been identified with Rudrasena of the Vakataka 
dynasty. Besides i:hese annexations Samudragupta, secured 
the allegiance 0f the kingdoms of Samatata (Sunder bans), 
Dava:ka (Eastern Bengal) and Kamarupa (Assam) on his 

eastern frontie, and the submission of Nepal and Katripura 
(Kangra and Gar,hwal), whose kings acknowledged his 
iU'2eminty but were allowed ,to retain their autonomGus 

position. 

*Fttr a long -time Samudragupta·was believed to have reached the 

Malabar coa1t and returned to the north through Khandesh and 

Maharashtra; but recent researches have shown that his campaigns 

cevered a much more limited area and that all t he States attacked by 

him and mentioned in the inscrip tion lay near the east coa t of India . 

For a detailed discussion of place names of the Allahabad In1criptiott 

set ~~Shorter Cambridge History", pp. 19·90, 
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The territory which was under the direct government of 

Extent of his 
Empire. 

Samudragupta thus extended from the Brah· .,. , 

maputra in the east to the J umna and the 

Chambal in the west . In the north it stretched 

up to the foot of the Himalayan hills, while the southern 

frontier touched the Narbada, Beyond these limits were the 

five frontier kingdoms, mentioned above, and a number of 
tribes living under republican or, at any rate, oligarchical 
institutions, They were in subordinate alliance with his, 

Government. The inscription also mentions a group of 
Kushana princes of the north-west with whom Samudra· 

gupta had diplomatic relations. The Buddhist king of 

Ceylon, Meghavarman 1352 to 379 A.D .) sent an envoy with 
costly presents to the court of Pataliputra and requested the 
·Emperor to grant him permission to build a monastery at 

Gaya for the use of pilgrims from his country . This permi­

ssion was granted and the Ceylonese monarch erected a 

magnificent convent (near the Bodhi Tree) which was found 

in an exceedingly prosperous condition by Hiuen Tsang who 

visited' it in the 7th century. 

Samudragupta celebrated his manifold vi.ctories by revi· 
ving the ancient rite of asva medha or horse· 

His Personal 'fi which was offered in the midst of Attainments sacn ce, 
great festivities. He distributed lavish gifts 

to the Brahmans and commemorated the event by issuing a 

medal which bore a suitable legend along with the figures of 

the Queen and the sacrificial horse, 

In spite of the eulogistic style of Harisena, the author of 

the Allahabad Inscription, it is possible to form a fairly 

correct idea of the personal attainments of this illustrious 
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monarch by a careful study of that document. He was not 

a mere war-lord, and although most of his wars were of an 
aggressive nature they were not conducted in a barbarous 

manner. Undoubtedly one of his favourite titles was 
# 

Sarvarajochchetta ("exterminator of all kings" , but evi· 
dently it is not to be understood in too literal a sense and it 

\ 

was ·adopted to show the extent of his conq'uests rather than 

the 'destruction of human life at his hands. He patronized 

learning and was himself a poet and a musician of high order. 
According to his panegyrist, "be put to shame the preceptor 
of 'the lord of gods and Tumburu and Narada and others by 
hrs sharp and ·polished intellect and choral skill and musical 
accbmp]ishmenl:s. He established his title of Kaviraja by 

various poetical compositions". Unfortunately none of his • 
compositions has been preserved, but his poetical taste is 

manifested by the fact that some of his coins bear metrical 
legends; similarly his love for music is indicated by those 
coins which show him seated and playing a lyre. He was a 
great patron of Hinduism; but his orthodoxy had not made 

him a bigot, for he employed the learned Buddhist author 
Vasubandhu as his councillor. 

(, 

The exact date of Samudragupta's death is not known, 

but it may be placed about the end of the 
third quarter of the fourth century. He was 

succeeded by Chandragupta II I his son by 

Chandragupta II, 
Vikramadltya 
375-413 A.D . 

Qu.een Datta Devi ) whom he had nominated as his successor 
during his life. He is known as Vikramaditya (Sun of 

•Quoted from Raychaudhri 's 1Politic;al History of Ancient India,' 
p, 3t5, 
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Valour) and "has a. greater claim than any other sovereign 

to be regarded as the original of the mythical Kin,g o.£ lthat 
name who figures so largely in Indian legends". ;E-Jis reign 
was essentially a period of peaceful development, but ,he 

fought some wars which resulted in the exp~nsion of his 

ancestral dominions towards the south·west. 

The first important achievement of the new monarch was 

Conquest of 
Malwa, Gujrat 
and Kathiawar: 
~nd of the 
Power of the 
Western 
Ksltatraps. 

in the field of diplomacy. He married his 

daughter Prabhavati to Rudrasena II, the 
Vakataka prince of the Deccan and thus 

secured the alliance of that dynasty*. The 

Kshatrapas against whom Chandrag.apta now 

decided to launch his campaign ha-d. received 

a great blow at the hands of their rivals, the V~~atak?,.5; but 

the defeat of the latter by Samudragupta had enabled the!r 

vanquished rivals to revive their power and offer a_ stiff 
resistance to his son. Consequently Chandragupta had to 

spend several years in his wars against the Western Ks~a.tr_a· 
pas. Ultimately, however, the last of the ~shat,rapas, 

Rudrasinha was defeated and slain, and his .•.mtire dominiQn 
' ' 

was annexed to the Gupta Empire, According to a sc_anda· 

lous tradition, "in his enemy's city the king of the Sakas, 

*That the motive of Chandragupta in marrying his alaugbter to 

Rudrasena II was a diplomatic allian ce with that kine- is evident, for 

"the Vakataka. Maharaja occ11pied a geographical po~ition in which be 

could be of much service or disservice to the north~rn invader of the 

dominions of the Saka Satraps of Gujrat and Saurashtra. Chandra 

Gupta adopted a prudent precaution in giving his daughter to the 

Vakatak:a prince and 10 securing his subordinate alliance", Dr. SmitJ1. 

J. R, A. S, 1914, p , 324, 
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while courting another man's wife, was butchered by 

Chandragupta, concealed in his mistress's dress".* The new 

annexations were exceedingly important because they pushed 
the south-western frontier of the empire· to the sea coast and 
thus "placed Chandragupta II in direct touch with the 
sea-borne commerce with Europe through Egypt". Another 

important result of these conquests was that U jjayini 
(Ujjain), one of the most ancient cities of Malwa and a 

famous seat of learning, became a sort of a second capital, 
The old imperial city of Pataliputra was still the official 

capital of the Guptas although Chandragupta II and his 

father preferred for their residence Ajodhya which naturally 

became the premier city of their empire, 

Chandragupta was a Vaishnavite, but he showed no 

Government of 
Chandragupta 
II . . 

hesitation in giving responsible posts to the 

followers of other faiths, His general 

Amrakardava, "the hero of a hundred fights," 

was a Buddhist and several of his ministers were Saivaites. 

The Raja was assisted by a body of ministers whose 

office was usi.:fa.lly hereditary, The empire was divided 

into a number of provinces, called desas or bhuktis, which 

were subdivided into districts for purposes of administra­

tion . The des as were governed by Goptris, and the 
bhuktis were often entrusted to princes of the ruling family. 

A vishaya or district included a number of villages (gramas) 

which were in the charge of their headmen ( Gramikas and 

Bhojakas\ 

* Harsh• -charita, as quoted by V. A. Smi th in 'Early History of 
India ' , p. 30!J, 

• 
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The Gupta rulers were great patrons of Hindu religion 

Brahmanlcal and literature, and under their rule Brah· 
Ascendancy. 

and glory. 
manism reached the climax of its power 

It should be noted, however, that the Brah· 
manical faith had undergone great changes during a long 
course of struggle and rivalry with Buddhism for attaining 

popularity in the country. "In this race for popular favour, 

Brahmanism came out triumphant, It assimilated, slowly 

but silently, some of the soundest principles of Buddhism 

and even adopted similar methods in preaching the new 
religion to the people at large. Temples for the worship of 

the Puranic gods tvere multiplied and impressive proce· 

• ssions and festivals were inaugurated . The old rigours of 

caste were relaxed and the casteless foreigners, who had 

established independent principalities, and the non-Kshatriya. 

monarchs, such as the Guptas; were assigned to the 

Kshatriya caste, and Brahman priests also vied with one 

another in giving gotras to rulers. Thus coaxed and 

flattered, it was no wonder that the rulers of states 

encouraged in every possible way the ~evelopment of 

Hinduism. The cults of Vishnu, Siva, Chandi, Sury~, etc·, 
became very widespread and popular,"* · 

The ascendancy of Brahmanism encouraged the revival 

and growth of Sanskrit literature. Even before the advent 
of the Guptas Sanskrit had begun to displace Prakrit in 
inscriptions as well as literature. But it received great 
encouragement from the illustrious monarchs of the Gupta. 

---
•c S. Srinivascbari aud M- S. Ramaswami Aiyangar. A 

Histor:, •f India, Part I, Hindu India, pp . lH-75., 

. ..,_ 
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dynasty, and some of the finest of Sanskrit works were 
produced under their patronage. Some of the Puranas 
were revised and edited in the time of the ear]y Guptas. 

The Navaratana or Nine Gems of Sanskrit literature are 
supposed by tradition to have flourished at the Court of 

Chandragupta II who is identified as the original of the 
legendary hero, V ikramaditya. Of these "gems" the most 

distinguished was Kalidas the celebrated author of Shakun· 
tala. Among his other works may be mentioned two 

dramas, Vikrama and Urvasi and Malavika-Agnimitra, 

and the well-known poems, Megha·duta and Rahgu· 
Vamsa. 

The earliest of the Chinese pilgrims, Fa-hien, visited 

Fa- hlen. India in the time of Chandragupta II and 
405-JJ A.D. spent nearly six years in his empire. He 

was so absorbed in his search of Buddhist traditions and 
' 

religious works that he did not care for the worldly affairs 

and has not even mentioned the name of the reigning 

monarch. But in spite of his pre-occupation with religious 
matters he hac touched certain facts concerning the daily 

Jife o f the people and has thus given us an opportunity to 

form an idea of the state of the country, At Pataliputra 
he was particularly 'mpressed by Asoka's palace which 

was "so cunningly constructed of stone that the work 

clearly appeared to be beyond the skill of mortal hands, 

and was believed to have been exe uted by spirits in the 
service of the emperor." He spent three years in its 

famous monastries and studied Sanskrit. In Magadha 

which he calls by the name of the Middle Kingdom there 

were big tewns, and people lived in prosperity. There 
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L... • . .h'"ri'table institutions 1 ike rest-houses aod were many c 1:1. • 

hospitals. Speaking of his journey from the Indus to 

Mathura Fa-hien says that the country had numer~~s 
. . d by thousaads of monks whose activ1· monasteries occup1e . 

ties kept Buddhism alive. He was greatly delighted by 

the pleasant climate and moderate government of Malw~. 
The administration of nmma aw C . · 1 L was milder than m 

China· most of the crimes were punished by fines, but for 

rebels' against the state the usual punishment was the 

mutilation of hands. 

The Buddhist rules of conduct were genera~l~ obser.ved 
d "throughout the country no one kills any hvmg thmg, 

an r " But such or drinks wine, or eats onions and gar ic ... ... • . 

statements are to be accepted with great rese~vation. an~ 
we should not forget that Fa-hien "saw everythmg throug 

Buddhist spectacles" and therefore failed t~ . detect the 
. t of the decline of that religion and the evident symp oms . 

ascendancy of Brahmanism. · He himself admits, for 

. t that the holy cities of Buddhism like Gaya, 
ms ance, . ulation and 
Kapilavastu and Kusmagara had scanty pop 

were in a state of complete decay. ~ 

Fa-hien left India in 411 A.D. and embarked for . 

Ceylon and Java at Tamralipb w ic . h. h was an important 

. t d t the mouth of the port in those days and was s1tua e a 
Ganges. 

Chandragupta II was succeeded by his son Kumara-

Kumaragupta, gupta who managed to 
415-455 A.O. ancestral dominions for 

keep intact his 
more than thirty 

Th . asva·medha type of his coins suggests years, e rare . b · 
that he w~s a. strong ruler and felt ;ustified in cele rating 
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that sacrifice, But towards the end of his reign the Gupta 

Empire suffered a crushing blow at the hands of the Pushya· 

mitras, a northern tribe possessed of great courage and skill 

in arms. It was saved however from complete destruction 

by Prince Skandagupta's victory over the enemy, which he 

,had to announce to h.is mother because his father had died 

iin his absence. 

The victorious Skandagupta had no difficulty in ascend· 

Skandagupta, ing the throne of his father. His short reign 
455-61 A.D. (455-67 A.D.) was disturbed by the invasions 

of the Hunas, The young monarch defeated the invaders 

and saved his land for the time being, but the Hunas were 

able to secure fresh hordes of recruits and repeat their • 
incursions, The details of bis struggle against these bar- . 

barians are not known, but he is said to have been attacked 

by them "in the heart of his dominions", and the debase-

.ment of his currency indicates the strain of war on his 

finances. 

With the death of Skandagupta the power and glory of 

Decline and 
Fall of the 
6uptas 

the Guptas began to disappear. He was 
l succeeded by bis half · brother, Pura· gupta, 

who occupied the throne for five years and 

was the last Gupta king to control the western provinces, 

His son and successor Narsimha-gupta Baladitya has been 

wrongly identified with King Baladitya who is mentioned 

by Hiuen Tsang as the leader of the forces that resisted the 

advance of the Huna chief Mihira·kula . Narsimha-gupta 

was succeeded by his son Kumaragupta II who had a 

very short reign. The next ruler, Budbagupta, was probably 

a younger son of Kumara·gupta l and a brother of Pura-
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gupta• Budba-gupta's grandson was Baladitya who is said 
to have defeated Toramana, the Huna chief, and imprisoned 
his son, Mihira-kula. The latter was released after some 

time and was finally crushed by Yasodharmana of Mandasor, 

who seems to have risen to power suddenly and extended his 

authority over a large part of the Gupta dominions, But 

his power was short-lived and within a few years the Guptas 

recovered their territory. 

The names of serveral princes of the Gupta dynasty are 
recorded, but they were local rulers in Magadha and had to 

share its territories with another dynasty known as the 

Maukharis. The matrimonial alliances between the two 

dynasties could not stop them from a struggle for supremacy 

in the Gangetic plain. One of them, Mahasena-gupta, had 

intimate relations with Prabhakaravardhana of Thanesvar 

and seems to have utilized this friendship for protection 

against the Maukbaris. Madhava-gupta wasa contemporary 

and subordinate ally of Harshavardhana. After Harsha's 

death the power of the Guptas was revived by a capable 
ruler of the dynasty, named Adityasena, who is stated to have 

asserted his authority by assuming the title Of Maharaja· 
dhiraja and celebrating the asvamedha, He was followed 

by three other rulers who continued to enjoy independence 

in the latter half of the seventh century. Ultimately the 

dynasty was overthrown by the Gaudas. 

The most important cause of the decline of the Gupta 
power was the blow that it had received from the Hunas, 

The rise of the Pushyamitras and the insubordination of the 
provincial governors accelarated the process of disintegration, 

Some ruler~of the dynasty, like Budbagupta and Baladitya1 
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had Buddhistic leanings which affected their military and 

political activities considerably Th . f h · · · e nse o t e Vardhanas 
m ~orthern India threw the Guptas into obscurity, and the 
revival of their fortunes after Harsha was but "th 1 t fl" k 

f th dl b e as i c er 
o e can e efore dying out" Th fi 1 bl . • e na ow came from 
the Gaudas who occupied Magadha in the e· hth A. D. ig century 

Th~ Gupta monarc~s occupy a pre·eminent position in 

Art and ~Uera- the ancient history of this country. It has 
ture under the been stated above that most of th Gu,tas. • em were 

. . . . orthodox Hindus and great patrons of Hindu 
religion and hterature. Buddhism which h d b , · . ' . . a ecome the 
premier_ religion of the country under the M d 11 · · auryas was 
g~a ua ~ :u_shed back into a secondary position, and Brahma• 
~1sm flounshed because it enjoyed state patrona e Th 
literary activities of the period reached th . 1· g . e Ch d · eir c imax under 

an ragupta II whose Navaratna or 'nine ge , 
well kno A f ms art" . wn. re erence has already been made to Kalid• 
and his celebrated works, Besides th h as . ese, t ere are o' h 
noteworthy works which h b . L er <-' ave een ascribed by schol' 
the Gupta period The f d ' Lrs to . , amous rama Mudra Raf 
which tells the story of Cha d M :.shasa n ragupta aurya's usr . 
was written about 400 A.D a d th V 1rpation · n e ayu Purana 
the oldest of the eighteen Puranas, belongs ta ' one _of 
part of the same century Th the earlier . · e names of Aryr bh t 
Varahamihira may be mentioned . J. a a and as emmeo- l h 1 
mathematics and astronomy who flourished in .. . sc o ars of 
well-known Code of Manu was compiled befar this age. The 
the Guptas., but the Code of y ajnavalkw eb the advent of 
period, ~ i elongs to this 
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Samudra-gupta's keen interest in music and poetry is 
amply manifested in his coinage. ~ecent discoveries have 
proved that the Gupta kings also extended their patronage 

to architecture and sculpture, The stone temple at Deogarh 
in the Jhansi district and the brick temple at Bhitargaon in 
the Cawnpore district give us a fairly good idea of the degree 
of perfection that had been attained in these arts, The iron 
pillar at Delhi which is ascribed to the reign of Samudra· 

gupta and the colossal Sultangan.i Buddha, 7! feet high 
(now at Birmingham) are living proofs of the metallurgical 

skill of the people of those days. For these reasons some 

writers have called this period 'the Golden Age of 

Hindu India' '\ 

Towards the close of the fifth century a new dynasty 
was founded by a chief, named Bhatarka 

who belonged to the Maitraka clan. It 

seems that the earlier chiefs of the dynasty 

The Kingdom of 
Valabhi , A. D. 
490-770, 

were not independent kings and had to pay tribute to the 
Hunas, After the destruction of Huna dominion, however, 

the Valabhi chiefs asserted their independence and extended 
their power considerably. Hiuen T~ang speaks of Valabhi 
as a thriving and populous city with a great reputation as a 
seat of learning, The kindgom of Valabhi is supposed to 

•" A learned European scholar decle.res that 'the Gupta period is in 

the annals of classical India almost what the Periclean age is in the 
history of Greece' . An Indian author regards the time as that of 'the 

Hindu Renaissance'. Bc,th phrases are justified, The ag~ of the 
~reat Gupta kings presents a more acreeable and satisfactory picture 

than any other period in the history of Hindu India". V: A. Smith, 

The Oxford History of India, p. 156, 

--
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have been 9verthrown by the Arabs i n the · hth t 
e1g cen ury, 

and the place of Valabhi as the chief c ity of Western India 
was taken by Anhilwara (Nahrwala or p t )* a an . 

The original home of the savage ...... 0 ,,.... d k h 
~ .... .la s nown as t e 

Hunas was in the stepp es of Central Asi·a. The Honas: 
Early History. In the fourth century they left their home· 

land because its unproductive soil could not 
cope with their increasing numbers and bega t · 

n o move m 
two different directions. One of thes t b h 

e wo ranc es 
proceeded towards the Oxus and came to b k h 

e nown as t e 
Ephtalites or White Hunas. The other br b d. t d . 

anc 1rec e its 
predatory movement towards the basin of th V 

1 
d 

e o ga, entere 
Eastern Europe and ultimately succeeded · f d ' 

m oun mg an 
extensive empire under their famous leader, Attila, The • 
death of Attila in 453 A. D, was a great blo t th 

w o e power 
of the Hunas, which perished with him. 

The white Hunas marched into Persia and defeated 
and slew King Feroz in 484 A. D. 'the d f t f p . 

e ea o ers1a 
opened the road to India which they entered ft .

1
. 

. · a er assa1 mg 
the Kushana kmgdom of Kabul. Their first d h · t h 

" as 1n o t e Gupta territory must have been made by a . 
comparatively 

weak body for it was successfully repulsed b Sk d 
Y an agupta 

(A. D. 458). Ten years later the barbaria"'s d h . 
4

• renewe t e1r 
attack with much greater force and averthre th G 

. w e upta 
empire. The leader of these hordes who iovad d I d ' 

. e n 1a was 
their well-known chief, Toramana, who 

seems to hf!,ve --
•At the time of Hiuen Tsang's visit to India th 

1 e ru ~r of Valalthi was Dbruvabhata. He attended as a vassal the soJ 
Kanauj and Prayag. emn assemblies at 
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extended his sway over a considerable part of north-western 

India, His coins and inscriptions, which are our main 

source of information for his reign, are distributed over a 
vast region extending from Eran in Central Provinces to the 

Salt Range in the Punjab, 

Toramana was succeeded about 502 A. D. by his son, 

Mihira-Kula, whose capital was at Sakala 

Mlhlra-Kula. (Sialkot). The Indian territories formed 
only one province of the vast empire of the 

Hunas who had their head,quarters at Bamyin. "The Hun 

King," says Mr. v. A, Smith, "to whose court, whether 

at Bamyin or Herat cannot be determined, Song-Yun, the 

Chinese pilgrim envoy, paid a visit in A.D. 519, was a 
powerful monarch levying tribute from forty countries, 

extending from the frontier of Persia, on the west, to Khotan 

on the borders of China in the east. This king was either 

Mihirakula himself, or his contemporary overlord, more 

probably the latter. The local Hun King of Gandhara, to 

whom Son· Yung paid his respects in the following year, 

A.D. 520, must be identified with Mihirakula. He was 

then engaged in a war with the King of Kasli mir (Kipin), 

which had already lasted for three years*". 

Mihirakula is represented in Indian traditions as a great 

tyrant and an "oppressor of mankind, the foremost among 

the wicked ment. His cruelties forced the Indian princes 

to take up arms against him. Baladitya of the Gupta 

dynasty was the first ruler to inflict a defeat on him, but it 

•Early History of India, p . 335. 

tGibbon's remarks give ua some idea of the features aad crueties 

of Hunas. ~~ The number., the strength, ,he rapid motions, and the 
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was Yasodharmana of Mandasor who thot'oughly crushed th 

Hunas about 533 AD. On his retreat Mihira-Kula fou 
that his capital had been seized by bis younger brother. He 
was thus forced to seek shelter at the court of the ruler of 
Kashmir whose confidence he betrayed by raising against 
him the standard of revolt and usurping his throne. He 

extended his new kingdom by annexing Gandhara where 

he treacherously slew the king and exhibited the ferocity of 

his nature by slaughtering multitudes of people on the banks 
of the Indus. He was a worshipper of Siva, the god of 

destruction, and worked havoc with the peaceful cult of the 
Buddhists by plundering and destroying their stupas and 

monasteries mercilessly He was not destined, how~ver, to 
enioy his ill-gotten power for a long time, for he di~d soon 

after his usurpation. Nor did the dominion of the white 
Hunas in the Oxus Valley long survive the death of 

Mihirakula. The rise of the Turks in the middle of the sixth 
century changed the situation in Central Asia. They made 

an alliance with Khusrau Anusherwan of Persia and destroy­
ed the power of the Hunas between 563 and 567 AD. For 
someti~ the Persians held a portion of the Huna empi~e, 

but the growing weakness of the Sassanian dynasty en~bled 
the Turks to seize the whole o'r it and extend their sway as 

far as Kapisa. 

implacable cruelty of the Huns'', says th:a.t eminent historian, ";wer·e 
felt. and dreaded, aad magnified by the astonished Goths; who beheld 
their fields and villages consumed with flames, and delu~ed with in­
discriminate slaughter. To these real terrers, they added f . e 
surpri.;e and abhorrence which_ wet:e excited by the shrill voice, t _ 
uncouth, and the strange deformity of the Huns ......... They were dis· 
tinguished from the rest of the human species by their br~ad shoulders, 
flat noses and small black eyes deeply buried in the head, and, as 
they were 'almost destitute of beards, they never. enjoyed the manly 
graces of y1uth or the venerable aspect of age" · (Ibid, .PP• 336-37 ). 

Chapter XI. 
Harshavardhana. 606 607. A. D. 

The disintegration of the Gupta empire and the inroads 
of the barbaric Hunas had created political 

chaos in Northern India. In these days o! 
confusion and disorder several new dynasties 

rose to power and enjoyed a brief tenure of 

Politicai 
Condition .of 
India at the 
beginning of 
the 7th Century 
A.D. existence before their final incorporation into 

the Vardhana Empire. The Maitraka * dynasty of Valabhi 

has already been mentioned. Its ruler Dhruvabhata (Dhruva· 
sena of the inscriptions) was the son-in-law of Harsha and 
paid tribute to him. The other important state was that of 
the G 1rjaras, a foreign people with Bunnie affinities. They 
had established their kingdom at Bhinmal (near Mount Abu) 

in Rajputana. Later on they conquered Kanauj and became 

the leading power of North India, as will be related in the 
next chapter. A junior branch of this family set up a 
separate kingdom with Bharoch as its capital. 

Another conspicuous dynasty was that of the Maukharis 
of Kanauj, who had extended their rule over a vast t erritory 
between the Vindhyas and Oudh. Grabavarmana Maukhari 

who was the husband of Harsha's sister, Rajyasri, was 
slain in a battle with the King of Malwa in 606. Rajyasri's 

eld~r brother Rajyavardhana avenged her wrong by routing 

. •The origin of this dynasty has been a subject of controversy. 

ccording to Hiuen· Tsang and some traditions the king of Valabbi 

was a Ksbatr,.a, but some eminent scholars have shown that they 

were foreigners and bad come to India with the Hunas. (See V, A, 

Smith's 'Early History of India', P. 332, and C, V, Vaidya'l:I 

History of Medieval I dia, I, P, 242, 
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the forces of Malwa but was himself treacherously murdered 
by Sasanka, the king of Central Bengal and an ally of his 
vanquished advorsary. Rajyavardhana was succeeded by 
his younger brnther, Harsha, who was determined to avenge 
this double insult to his family, He rescued his sister who 
had taken refuge in the Vindhyas and annexed the Maukhari 
dominion in her name, 

For the first half of the seventh century which was 

The Vardhanas 
of Thaoeawar. 

mostly covered by Harsha's reign we have 

fuller sources than usual, Besides the 
epigraphic and numismatic evidence there 

are two literary works which throw considerable light on the 

life and times of Harshavardhana. The H arshacharita 
(The Deeds of Harsha) composed by the Emperor's court • 
poet, Bana, is not a historical work in the modern sense of 
the word, but the author has chosen a historical rather than 
mythological theme for his 'exercise in a particular literary 
genre'. The second literary work is the valuable account 

of the famous Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen Tsang, who visited 
many parts of this country during his sojourn which lasted 

for about 15 years (630-644 A. D.). Primarily interested in 
religion the learned traveller could not help touching many 

points which provide us with valuable information for the 
study of political and social life of the people. 

The Vardhana dynasty of Thaneswar had come into 
prominence in the time of Prabhakara-vardhana* who 
distinguished himself by fighting successful wars with his --

*He was the son of Adityavardhana who had probably married a 
princess of Magadha. Their son Prabhakara wai. the first- Vardhaaa 
chief to assume the title of M•horojadhir11 
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nejghbours, particularly the Hunas ~n the north-western 
Punjab, In 604 A,D. the energetic RaJa of Thaneswar ha~ 

t an army against the Hunas under the command of hts 
;::thful son, Rajyavardhana, The latter's younger ~rather, 
Harshavardhana, who was four years junior to him was 

ordered to follow him after an interval with reinf~rcements. 
Before reaching his destination Harsha was mformed of 

the serious illness of his father and had to 
Rajyavardbana: 
War with 
Malwa. 

return to the capital immediately. Prabha· 
kara whose condition was critical died before 
his elder son could come back from his vie· 

torious campaign. Thus there is a probability that Rajya· 

vardhana's accession was contested by his younger brother. 
"There are indications," says V. A, Smith, "that a part:7 at 

• court inclined to favour the succession of the younger .prmce; 
but all intrigues were frustrated by the return of RaJyavar­

dhana, who ascended the throne in due course":* S~on 
after his accession the new monarch received the d1stre.ssmg 
news that his brother-in·law, Grahavarmana, was slam by 

the king of Malwa and that his widowed sister w~s. treated 
like "a bfigand's wife, with a pair of iron fetters k1ssmg her 
feet." As has been related above Rajyavardhana avenged 
this insu1t by defeating the ruler of Malwa, but he could not 
enjoy the fruits of his victory because he was treacherously 
murdered by Sasanka. 

Harshavardhana was now invited by the nobles to acc~pt 
the responsibilities of the royal office, which 
he did after some hesitation, Even after 
giving his consent he is said to have abstained 

Harshavar­
dhana, 606-647 
A. D. 

from assuming the kingly style and scrupu· 

--:Early History of India. pp. 349·50, 
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lously designated himself as Prince (Rajaputra) Silad't 
It was not before 61 2 ( . . ' ya, 
f six years after his accessionj that h. 
ormal coronation could take place.* Wh t is 

th a ever may have been 
. e reasons of Harsha's hesitation to accept the throne th 

is no doubt that he more than justified the confide~ce ;;e 
those who had placed the responsibilities of gov 
his shoulders. t ernment on 

Obviously Harsha's first problem was th . . 
brother's d e pursuit of his 

Recovery of . mur erer and the search of his 
RaJyasrf. widowed sister. The latter t k as was more 
young mo h urgent and the promptness shown by the 

narc was none too t · grea ,' as the unfortunate 
princess, unable to bear her calamities had d 'd d 
h l'f · · ' eci e to end er I e. But it was 3'ust at th t' e 1me when she wa · 
throw herself into fire that her royal broth h sd gomg t~ 
h . er reac e the spot 

avmg traced her whereabouts with th h I ' 
Bana's Harshacharita ends with th . e e_p of a hermit. 

e1r reumon, 
Harsha now concentrated bis attention on an I b 

ea orate 
His Wars and scheme of conquests which aimed at b . . c th h ringing 
onquests. ~ w ole country "under one umbrella" 

(J With a formidable but mobile army consistin~ 
*Th~ era called aft h · 

(606 A. D. ). er is name berios from the year of his accession 

t According to Mr c v v ·a H 
' · · a1 ya arsha's h ·t · responsibility of go . ' esi ahon to accept the 

vernment is to be com1ected 'th h . 
Kanauj and not Thaneswa ''T . w1 t e kmgdfJm of 

r · o my mmd " he .. h. 
of the appareat hesitaf f H . . , says, t is explanation 

ion o arsba 1s simple and 1 . 
The nobles of Thanes.war, as related b B Pam ................ .. 
him King of Thanes d . Y ana, had at once acclaimed 

war an it was only at K . h 
his conqueriug exped·r . h . . anau1 w ere he arrived in 

I ion wit his widowed b I d . 
that doubts arose with d e ove sister Rajyasbri 

regar to the succes · h 
kingdom -doubts wh. h fi s1on to t e throne of that 

IC were nally removed as ( 'd 
of Medieval India Vol I o d a oresa1 . , , History , . ·pp.wan 9, 

• 
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of 5000 elephants, 20,000 cavalry and 50,000 infantry he 
over-ran a considerable part of Northern India through in· 
cessant fighting for about six years during which, the Chinese 
pilgrim informs us, "be went from east to west subduing all 
who were not obedient; the elephants were not unharnessed, 
nor the soldiers unhelmeted." According to the same author­
ity, be conquered the 'Five Indies', meaning the Punjab, 
Kanauj. Gauda (Bengal), Mithila and Orissa. His panegyrist 
Bana speaks of the conquest of Valabhi, Cutch, Suratha 
and Sindh. The king of Assam is said to have sought the 
victorious emperor's alliance and the ruler of Nepal 
probably acknowledged his supremacy. We do not possess 
a connected and detailed account of his campaigns. but it 
is beyond doubt that all these territories were not annexed 
by him; the Punjab, Sindh, and Kashmir were certainly 
outside the empire of Harsha. 

• The conquest of Northern India was followed by a 
long interval of peace which was broken about 620 A.D. 
when Harsha started on a campaign against the powerful 
Chalukya ruler, Pulakesin II, who had ascended the throne 
not long after Harsha's own accession, Pulakesin had 
extended his sway over a large part of the Deccan and was 
now the master of an extensive dominion in the south and 
a vast army.* Harsha's ambitious schemes of conquest 

* Hiuen Tsan g's description of Pulakesin 's army and people is 

inter .. sting. "The inhabitants (of Maharac;htra) wer~ proud, spirited 

and w3.rlike; grateful for favours and reve:,geful for wrongs, self· 

sacrificing towards supplicants in distress and sanguinary to death with 

those who treated them insultingly . Their martial heroes went to the 

conflict intoxicated and their war elephants were also made drunk 

before engag~ment. Relying on the strength of his heroes and 

elephants the king treated neighbouring countries with contempt 

The benevolent sway of this king reached far and wide an bis 

vas;;als i.erved him with loyalty, The great king Siladitya (Harsha) 

was invading at this time east and west and the countries far and 

near were g1v1ng him allegiance but Maharashtra refused to become 

subject to him ." (Quoted in Vaidya's Medieval Hindu India,[, p. 12), 



Ancient India. 

could not ignore the expanding state of the Chalukyas, 
therefore, left his capital at the head of "t f He, 
fi · roops ram the 

~e Indies and the best generals from all countries," with a 

:1ew to crush the kingdom of Pulakesin II. But the 

Lord of the Deccan,, had guarded the passes on the 

Narbada. so effectively that all efforts on the part of the 

northern invaders to cross them ended in failure Harsha 
was thus forced to · h" · 

give up is attempt to conquer the 
Deccan and accept the Narbada as h" th . 
T · rs sou ern frontier. 

he last recorded campaign of Harsha w d. d . 
G . as 1recte agar nst 

an1am ~nd seems to have taken place in 643 A.D. A few 
years earlier he had attacked and defeated Dh 
K" f V ruvasena, the 

mg o alabhi, who was compelled to accept the 
f f position • 

o .a eudatory chief and was honoured b b . 
• Y emg made the 

son-m-.Iaw of the victorious emperor. For the date of this 
campaign a clue has been found in H" T ' 
that Dh men s?-ng s statement 

ruvasena whom h , e met at the court of Kanau. 
was a recent convert to Buddh" J, ism. 

The victories of H h. , · 
' ars a s reign were undoubtedly due . . 

Army. to a huge and efficient army Ac d" . . _·· .. t H. • cor mg ,,.1 
. . . o men Tsang, even in the days of peace . 

his military establishment included 1 00 000 
60 000 l ' ' cavalry and 

' e ephants. The number of l h 
b e ep ants appears to 

e exaggerated and improbable although th 
f ' · ey were received 
rom vassal chiefs as presents and . t "b . 

. m n ute in addition 
to those acquired by capture in the f 4 

d b orests, Long spears 
an r~ad shields, swords, battle-axes and arrows formed 
the main arms of the soldiers, 

Harshavardhana, 133 
To control his extensive dominion Harsha had to rely 

to a great extent on his personal supervision 
His 
Progresses. and untiring energy. He made frequent 

tours of inspection in the various parts of 

the empire in order to reward those who had rendered 
meritorious services and punish the evil-doers for their 
offences. He moved in great state, accompanied by a 
large number of followers and hundreds of drummers 'who 

beat a note on golden drums for each step taken.' Tents 
had not come into use and a 'travelling palace,' a temporary 
structure of boughs and reeds, had to be prepared for the 
king at each halting-place. 

Harsha was a busy man and divided his day into three 

,Administration. parts, of which one was devoted to the 
affairs of government and religion. The 

Chinese pilgrim was favourably impressed by tbe working 
of his administrative machinery. The emperor was assisted 
by a large number of officials who were remunerated by 
grants of lands, 'but the soldiers were paid in cash.' The 
main source of revenue was the rent realized from crown 
lands, which was one-sixth of the produce. Taxes were • 

•) :not heavy, and compulsory labour was paid for. 
J'' • . 
•1 It appears that roads were not safe from brigands, for 

Hiuen Tsang himself was robbed on more than one 
occasion, Criminal laws were very harsh and prisoners 
were treated cruelly; they were 'simply left to live or die,• · 
and were 'not counted among men'. Mutilation of nose, 
ears, hands or feet was the usual punishment for serious 
crimes, while offences of a minor nature were visited with 
mere fines. Ordeal by water, fire or poison was considered 
to be an effective method of ascertaining the truth, 
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Hiuen Tsang's picture of the life and conditions of 

Religion and the Indian people is full of interest. That 
Literature. · 

it was known as ''the country of the Brah-
mans" indicates that the Brahmans had succeeded by that 
time in establishing their unquestioned supremacy in the 

Indian society. Sanskrit had become the language of 
culture and religion. Harsha who was a great patron of 

literary merit is also credited with having written three 
Sanskrit dramas, Of these plays the N agananda 'is 
considered to rank among the best works of the Indian 
theatre,' while the Ratnavali and Priyadarsika are admired 

by the people for their 'simplicity of both thought and 
expression.' Bana, the author of the famous Harsha· 
charita, was undoubtedly the greatest of the literary figures • 

of the time, although he has shown bad taste on some 
. "Th occasions. e man who attributes," says V, A. Smith, 

"to the Commander-in-Chief, Skandagupta, 'a nose as long 
as his sovereign's pedigree,' may be fairly accused of having 
perpetrated the most grotesque simile in all literature." 

In his early life Harsha was a worshipper of Siva but 
permitted himself to show honour to Buddha also. This 

inclination towards Buddhism kept on growing, and in the 
latter part of his reign he became a devout Buddhist with a 

keen desire to emulate Asoka in the task of disseminating 

the doctrines of that faith. He took steps to prohibit the 
destruction of animal life, for bade the use of meat under 

pain of death and "sought to plant the tree of religious merit 
to such an extent that he forgot to sleep and eat ." We 

hear of many benevolent and charitable institutions for 

travellers and the destitute in addition to numerous monas· 
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teries and stupas. According to Hiuen Tsang the number 
of the occupants of these monasteries was not less than two 

hundred thousand. It should be noted, however, that despite 
the favour and patronage of the reigning monarch enjoyed 

by Buddhism it could not check the growing popularity of the 
Brahmanical faith and the bulk of the population worshipped 

the Puranic gods, 

It may be mentioned in this connection that the faith 

Persecution of 
Buddbsim by 
Sasanka. 

up and burnt 

of Buddha suffered grievously ,on account of 
its persecution by Sasanka, the ruler of 
Bengal and the treacherous murderer of 
Harsha's brother. He is said to have dug 
the Bodhi tree and scattered the monks by 

destroying their convents. The sacred tree was replanted 
after some time by a local raja, named Purna-Varmana. 

Har.sha's keen interest in religion is exhibited by the 

anxiety with which he listenE,d to the exposi-
Assembly at 
Kanaoj. tions of the ~earned doctors of various sects, 

He was so deeply impressed by the learning 

and ability of the Chinese pilgrim that he d cided to hold an 

assembly at Kanauj so that the leax:ned traveller might get 
an opportunity of giving publicity to his teachings and ideas, 

Besides the Buddhist monks and scholars and the feudatory 
chiefs and dignitaries of the empire, the king invited to this 

assembly a large number of Brahmans and Jains, A ~hrin 
specially erected for the occasion on the bank of the Ganges 

and a full ,size golden image of Buddha which was kept in a 

tower, 100 feet high, made the place more attractive. A simi· 
lar but smaller image W:jl.S daily tak~n in solemn processions 

when the KiDg scattered precious artio)es in honour of 
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the Three Jeweis-B ddh 
. u a, the Religion and the Order These 

ceremomes and functions which 1 . 
marred by tragic . 'd asted for several days were 

mc1 ents. Them 
a great part of th b 'Id' onastery caught fire and 
could be brou e m mg was reduced to ashes before it 

attempt on th ghlt.funder control. This was followed by an 
e 1 e of Harsha o b · 

assassin made a co f . ' n emg captured the 
plot by 'b t. , n ess1on which revealed the existence of a 

ere ics who resented th I 
Buddhsim s 1 h e roya preference for 

• evera undred Brahm 
punished by death and exile . ans we~e arrested and 
life and throne of th K' for havmg conspired against the 

e mg. 
Harsha 

next took his honoured guest to Prayaga 

The Quiuqueo- (Allah~bad) where he witnessed the sixth of 
nial Assembly the qumquennial assemblies which th k' • 
at Prayaga d t e mg 

. use o convene at the site of the fl con uence 
of the Ganges and the Jumna. It was attend-

ed by the vassal chiefs and nobles of th . 
lmge b e empire and a 

1 
num er of scholars, poor people, and orphans who 

amp Y profited by a 1 · h d' · . 
av1s istnbut10n of wealth b th 

emperor. A conspicuous feature of the assembl Y he 
e:lectic nature( of worship that was offered on . thy. was t e 
s1on · th d S. is occa-
B . e go s iva and Surya were honoured along with . 
I uddha. On the termination of these ceremonies which 

as.ted for. t~o months and a half the king allowed the 
~h1nese pilgnm to resume his homeward journey which 
did after staying for another ten days. he 

Harsha died in 647 A D . 
. • ·, and the last piece of informa· 

Harsha•s Death tlon that we get about his reign is from the 
. pages of Hiuen Tsang He had ma· t . d 

d' . · in ame 
iplomahc relations with China where he h d 

sent an envoy in 641 Aft a • er two years he returned to I d' n 1a, 

• 

.... ,~ 
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accompanied by a Chinese mission. The leader of a second 
Chinese mission, Wang Hiuen Tse, was attacked by Har­
sha's minister Arjuna who had usurped the throne of his 
master in the confusion that had followed his death. Wang­
Hiuen Tse and his colleague were able to manage their 
escape and enter Nepal, but their belongings were seized and 
the members of their escort massacred and imprisoned. At 
the head of troops supplied by Tibet and Nepal Wang­
Hiuen Tse soon re-entered India and besieged Tirhut. He 
inflicted a crushing defeat on Arjuna and carried him as a 
prisoner to the court of China. After a few years he paid 
his third visit to India and saw the holy places of Buddhism, 

The most celebrated of the Chinese pilgrims, Hiuen 

Hiuen Tsang. Tsang, visited India in the time ol Harsha 

and travelled in almost all parts of the 

country except the extreme south during his sojourn which 

lasted for about fifteen years (629-645 A. D,). He was 

known as the Master of the (Buddhist) Law and enjoyed a 
wicie reputation for piety and learning. The account 

of his travels will always remain a precious source of 

information for the scholars of ancient history of India. 

He was primarily interested in religious affairs, but he tells 
us many valuable things which throw abundant light on the 

political and social life of the country in the seventh 
• 

century. Much of what has been related in the above 

paragraphs about Harsha's Government and the social and 

political conditions under his rule has been taken from his 

book which has been described as "a treasure-house of 

accurate information, indispensable to every student of 

Indian antiquity, and has done more than any archaeological 

discovery to render possible the remarkable resuscitation of 

lost Indian History which has been recently effected"*, 

• V, A. Smith, Early History of India, pp 14·15, 



Chapter XII. 
Minor Dynasties of Northern India. 

Harsba's death was a signal for the break-up of the 

The afputs; Vardhana Empire and the rise of minor 
their origin. kingdoms most of which were founded by 

.Rajput ·families. The origin of the Rajput clans who seem 
to have developid their power and resources in this period 
of transition has been a subject of controversy,·* According 
to Dr. V. A, Smith, "the term Rajput, as applied to a 
social group, has no concern with race, meaning descent or 
relationship by blood. It merely denotes a tribe, clan, sect, 
or caste of warlike habits, the members of which claimed 
aristocratic rank, and were treated by the Brahmans as 
representing the Kshatriyas of the old books.''t The view 

•of the numerous mythical stories which were invented and 

popularized by the Brahmans aud bards who were attached to the 
courts of the' pria'Ces and were therefore anxious to glorify the families 

of th~ir roy'al pa~rons the most interesting is the one which relates the 

origin of the four A~nikul• tribes, ''When the Brahman Parasu 

Rama (Rama with the axe) had destroyed the ancient Kshatriyas, 

men were masteries(,, and impiety spread over the land. The gods 

repented them of the evil they had wrought," the story goes, ''and 

repaired fo Mount Abu, the abode of the holy rishis, to create • a new 

race of the warriors who should rule the earth. Out of the cauldron 

of'fire on Mount Abu, they brought forth the Parihars (Prathihars), 

the Ponwars, the Solankis (Chalukyai), and the Chaubans (Chahu· 

manas), most famous of the Raj put clans." 

Some of the clans traced their origin to the ancient heroes of 
the epics. The Yadavas and the Rashtrakutas, for example, claimed 
de!cent , from Krishna, while the Chalukyas and the Sessodias of 
Mewar traced the origin of their clans to Ram11. . 

tTbe Oxford History of India, p, 17~. 

.. 
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generally accepted by the modern scholars is that most of 
the Rajput clans are descended from the nume~ous horde~ of 
foreigners who entered India in the fifth and sixth ce~tunes. 
The Hunas and other tribes associated with them, like the 

Gurjaras, settled down in the Punjab and Rajputana .. In 
course of time they became merged within the Hindu sQc1ety 

d lost their old tribal organization : the ruling families 
an h'l d the upper classes became Rajputs or Kshat1'i-1as, w 1 e 
an · 1 
the rank and file developed into castes of a lower socia 

status, such as Gujar~, Jats and Ahirs, etc. 

Thus, as has been stated above, it was in the period of 
transition after Harsha's death that the 

Rajput Period Rajput cl ans succeeded in founding a num· 

ber of states and establishing their ascendancy in Northern 
India. Indeed in the centuries immediately ! preceding the 

conquest of this country by the Mussalmans the ~nflue.Q.ce 
of the Rajputs had become so wide-spread and their lead~r· 
ship so universally recognized that we may call that penod 
as the Rajput period. By this time they had developed a 
remarkable homogeneity in their socal lif~ and had come 
to occupy the place of the ancient Kshatriyas in t~~ Hindu 

· t Thei·r notions of chivalry and nobility were soc1e Y· 
peculiar to themselves, and their cynic conception of the 
honour of women was manifested in the customs of Jauhar 

and widow-burning, 
The Rajputs were ardent followers of Hinduism, ,and 

it was under their patronage and through 
Neo-HinduJsm their efforts that the modernized form of 

that faith became popular in the cpuntry. The fabric of 
modern or Neo·Hinduism wa.s built up by two disti~uished 
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teachers, Kumarila and Sankaracharya, The former 
preached the sanctity of the Vedas and revived the Vedic 
ritual which had been discarded by the Buddhists. San­
karacharya was a native of Kerala and was born, according 
to tradition, in 788 A.D~ He wrote commentaries on the 
Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita and the Vedanta Sutras, 
and visited many parts of the country in order to preach 
his ideas. He laid great stress on Sanyasa, denounced 
animal sacrifice and recommended idol-worship, For the 
propagation of these doctrines he established a number of 
monastic and other institutions at various places. The 
movement made great progress and the revived faith soon 
absorbed within itself the numerous foreign settlers and, 
many of the aboriginal tribes. The natural result of this 
rapid growth of Neo-Hinduism was that Buddhism and 
Jainism lost ground and began to decline, 

The Rajput princes were despotic rulers and "enjoyed 

Government a semi-divine respect paid to th~m by the 
and Society people". The nobles and chiefs who were 

allowed to enj6y considerable independence often built their 
castles in inaccessable places and maintaim~d large retinues ' 
of soldiers and slaves to guard them, Public and private 
wars which were almost incessant bad become the main 
feature of their life. The princes took pride in patronising 
scholars, poets and bards who were usually attached to 
their courts and extending their generosity to temples and 
other similar institutions situated within their territories 
by making big endowments and gifts. The most famous 
of such bards was Chand, the author of the well-known 
Hindi epic, Chand-Raisa, 
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This mutual warfare and their rigid notions of caste 
and occupational division of society had made the Rajputs 
weak and divided and rendered other classes of people 
entirely unfit for war. Under these conditions it was 
impossible for them to develop a feeling of nationality; nor 
could their patriotism extend beyond the limited frontiers 

of their petty states. 

Besides the Rajput kingdoms in the plains there were 

several states, situated on the northern frontiers of India, 

which also deserve a brief notice. The most important of 

them were the north-western kingdoms of the Brahman· 

, Shahis and the States of Kashmir, Nepal and Assam. 

Our best authority for the dynasty which held sway over 
the Kabul valley after the fall of the Kushana 

i~!hman- Empire is Al·Beruni who calls them Turks. 
Shahis. Perhaps they traced their descent from the 

Kushanas, The last ruler of the family was imprisoned by 
his Brahman minister who founded a new dynasty which 

• 
is known as the Brahmanshahi or Hindushahi dynasty, 
According to Al-Beruni the names of the kings of this 
family were Samand, Kamalu,_ Bhim, Jaipal, Anandapala, 
Tarajanpala (Trilochanpal) and Bhimpala, The author 
of Rajatarangini throws some light on the history of this 
dynasty. Bhim, he says, was the grand-father of Queen 
Didda of Kashmir. Jaipal and bis son fought against 
Sultan Mahmud who crushed their power and annexed their 
territories to bis Empire. They are described as men of 

noble character by Al·Beruni. 
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For the history of this State we have to depend mainly 
on Kalhana's Rajatarangini which was com-

Kashmir, posed in the 12th century and is therefore of 

little value for the earlier period, Kashmir 

formed part of the Mauryan Empire under Asoka and of the 

Kushana Empire under Kanishka, In the 8th century 

Muktapida of the Karkota dynasty, who is also known as 

Lalitaditya extended his frontiers by annexing a part of the 

territories of Kanauj, Tibet and other neighbouring States. 

In the middle of the next century the Karkota dynasty was 

replaced by the Utpalas. Avantivarman (855·83 A. D.), the 

··founder of the new dynasty, was an energetic ruler and devoted 

himself to internal reform and patronage of literature. But 
his successor involved himself into a series of foreign wa...-s 

which adversely affected the financial condition of his 
subjects. He was succeeded in 902 A. D. by his son, 

Gopalavarman, who was soon deposed and replaced by his 

own mother. Her death was followed by a period of civil 

war in which the soldiers of the army played a vita.I part. 

This state of anarchy was brought to an end by Chakra­

varman (936i,37 A.D.), He was a powerful king but was 

murdered soon after his accession by the nobles who could 

not bear his infatuation for a low caste dancing girl. In 
939 A.D. this dynasty came to an end and the Brahmans 

elected a new king, Yasaskara, who ruled the country with 

success, His son Kshemgupta was completely under the 
influence of his queen, Didda, who continued to govern the 
State even after the death of her husband in 958 A.D. She 

was a cruel woman and put to death at least three of her 
grandsons who could possibly challenge her claim to the 

throne, On her death the throne passed to her nephiw who 
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me the founder of the Lohara dynasty which came to 
beca d . 1172 A D The thirteenth century was a period 

' an en m , . 
,-J..,_.,__ f weak kings and civil wars. In the first quarter of the 

;ollowiiig century Kashmir was over·run by a Muslim army, 
d in 1339 it passed into the hands of the Mussalmans 

an . 1 f 
when Shah Mir ascended the throne with the tit e O 

Shamsuddin Shah. It remained independent until its in· 

corporation into the Mughal Empire under Akbar. 

The present kingdom extends over a vast territory 
between Sikkim and Kumaon; but the Nepal 

NeJal of ancient history was a small valley about 
twenty miles long and fifteen miles broad, 

which contained the town of Khatmandu. · According to 

tradition, it was included in the empire of Asoka who is said 
to have founded there the city of Lalitapatan, It also 

appears that it acknowledged in some degree the sovereign~y 

of Samudragupta as it is mentioned as a tributary state m 

the Allahabad Inscription, In Harsha's time it was ruled 
by a prince named Amsuvarmana who was a vassal of Tibet. 
A new Nepalese era which began in A,D. 879 perhaps marks 

· · c· d dent 
the end of this foreign domination. Under its m epen 

't b to rulers whose names and dates are known to us 1 egan 
flourish and became a prosperous state. The later Chalukyas 

are said to have raided the foot-hills of Nepal and reckoned 
it among their vassal states. In the time of Ghiasuddin 

Tughlaq, Nepal came into contact with the Delhi ~ul:an~te 
when its forces over·ran and conquered the small pnncipal ity 
of Tirhut. In the same century a new dynasty, the Mallas, 
rose to power and. retained its hold for a long period. The 

Gurkha.s conquered it and established their rule in 1766, 
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Assam (Kamrupa) was a powerful kingdom in ancient 

times. The earliest historical event known 
to us is its conquest by Samudragupta who 
counts its ruler among the tributary princes 

Assam or 
Kamrupa, 

of the frontier. In the time of Harsha it was ruled by 

Bhaskaravarman who is said to have entertained the Chinese 
pilgrim, Hiuen Tsang, at his court. In the thirteenth 

centu~y the Ahoms, a Shan tribe from Upper Burma, 
occupied the land and established their rule which lasted 
for a long time. The Mussalmans also made several attempts 
to conquer Assam. In 1205 Muhammad bin Bakhtiar 
Khilji bad invaded Tibet against the advice of the ruler of 
Kamrupa, with whom be had entered into a treaty. He 
reached Tibet with an exhausted army which was compelled 
to make a retreat on account of the superior forces of the' 
enemy, The Assamese demolished a bridge on the only route 
by which he could return and attacked and destroyed a 
considerable part of his army. Similarly the Mughal expedi­
tion of 1662 which was led by Mir Jumla also met with but 
a partial success, In 1825 Assam was occupied by the 
British, 

It was ruled by the Paramara dynasty from the 9th to 

Malwa. the 11th century. They traced their origin 
to a legendary figure Paramara, "slayer of 

the enemies''. The first historical king Upendra, also known 

as Krishnaraja, seems to have greatly extended the territory 
which he had inherited from his ancestors, The next 
important member of the family was Harshasimha who is 
said to have defeated his neighbours and plundered the 

capital of one of them. His son, Vakpati II, also known 

'• 
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as Munja, was a poet and soldier of considerable fame. He 
Jed several campaigns against the Chalukyas who captured 
and put him to <leath in 995 A.D, His grandson Bhoja 
is the most well-known king of the family and is famous 
for his patronage of architecture as well as his literary 
versatility. He was a great fighter and was either slain by 

his enemies or lost his life in the course of a campaign. It 
is impossible to accept the highly extravagant claims made 

in an inscription about the extent of his kingdom, "which, 
far from extending from the Himalaya to Malabar, as is 
asserted, can scarcely have exceeded the limits of modern 
Malwa." After his death in 1065 A.D. the kingdom of 
Malwa began to decline • . 

The Gurjaras, a people of Central Asian origin, came 
to this country after the Hunas and played 

The Gurjaras. a vital part in the history of Northern India 

for several centuries. The anarchy that followed the death 
of Harshavardhana gave them an opportunity to expand 
their possessions. The first strong ruler among the Gurjaras 

was Harichandra who conquered a part of Ra_iputana. His 
younger brother, Dadda I, established himself in Broach. 
This branch in which Dadda II was the most powerful king 

flourished on account of the support of the Gurjaras of 

Rajputana . 

Besides this junior line of Broach the Gurjaras had 
divided themselves into two branches. The history of the 
main line is obscure, but the other one known as the A van ti 
dynasty produced some remarkable rulers. It was this latter 
dynasty that checked the advance of the Arabs when they 

had over-run almost the whole territory of the Gurjaras. 
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The two families struggled for supremacy which ultimately 
passed from the older branch to the Avanti Kings. They 
had to fight against strong neighbours like the Rashtrakutas 
and Palas of Bengal. Nagabhata II (800·25 A,D,) is said 

to have defeated Dharampala at Monghyr and also success· 
fully fought in Kathiawar, Malwa and Rajputana, His 
grandson, Mihira Bhoja, was an able king. In the beginning 
he met with reverses in his wars with the Palas and the 
Rashtrakutas, but ultimately he defeated his enemies, 
recovered. his lost possessions and ruled over an extensive 
empire from his capital at Kanauj. 

The capital of Harsha which had now become the seat of 
the Parihar (Pratihara)* branch of the Gurjaras 

KanauJ. 
suffered much during this period of turmoil. 

We know very little about its history before the time of 
Raja Yasovarman who was defeated and slain by Lalita· 
ditya of Kashmir in 740 A.D. In the early years of the 9th 
century Dharampala, the ruler of Bengal, deposed the Raja · 
of Kanauj and placed on the vacant throne his own nominee 
who, in his turn, tvas expelled by Nagabhata II about 816 
A.D. His grandson Bhoja enjoyed a long reign of about 
half a century (A,D. 840-90) and ruled over an extensive 
kingdom. His son, MahendrapaJa, (A,D. 890-908) was able 
to keep in tact the vast dominions of his father, but in the 
next reign the kingdom began to decline and Mahipala, the 
grandson of Bhoja, was severely defeated by Indra III, the 
Rashtrakuta King of the Deccan, who seized the capital 

*The dyn~sty founded by Nagabhata ( is known by this name. 
The i;eat of Goverpment was transferred to Kanauj by Nagabhaia II. 
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itself, Nahipala recovered Kanauj but failed to ~top tbe 

tlisintegration of his dominions. 

An that we know of the internal condition of Kana j 

under the rule of the Parihars is from the account df ~ 

Arab traveller who says that the King had a large. ar01y 
including the best cavalry force in the country. He liil(l 

immense wealth and 'no country in 1ndia was more saf, 
from robbers'. 

Another family that came into prominence in the 12 
century was that of the Chauhans of Ajm j 

Ajmer. whose ancestors were given the credit 

having taken an active part in checking the advance of t 
Arabs. Ajayadeva extended his ancestral dominion a 
founded the city of Ajmer, Vigrahraja was another imp . 

tant member of the family and is believed to have been the 
author of a drama. His nephew,'Prithiviraja was the m0s 
famous of the Chauhan Kings and-has become a well-kno 
figur~ in popular literature. His greatest achievement w~ 
his victory over the Chandel Raja Paramardi, and his m 
romantic exploit was the . abduction o the daughter 

Jaychandra the ruler of Kanauj. In 1191 AD. he defea 
Shihabuddin of Ghor but was routed and slain by him in t~ 
following year. The Muslim conqueror appointed Prithk .. 

raja's illegitimate son Governor of the conq.ue~ed territor11, 
but he was soon expelled by his uncle, HanraJa He ~~I 
to Ranthambhor and there established an independent S 
which was finally annexed to the Sultanate of Delhi 

Alauddin Khilji in 1301. Ajmer had been conquered " 1 

annexed much earlier by Qutbuddin Aibak, 
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The collapse of the Pariharas was followed by the rise 

tiaharwars of 
KaoauJ, 

of several petty families . Ultimately the 
Gaharwars ( Gahada. valas' seized power and 
established their rule in the Gangetic Plain. 

The first king who rose to fame was Chandradeva who took 
possession of Kanauj. ChandraLleva reigned approximately 

from 1085 to 1102 A,D, His grandson, Govindchandra, who 

succeeded to the throne of his father in I 112 A.D. was the 
greatest rulf!!r of the dynasty an1..' seems to have enjoyed a 
iong and prosperous reign which lasted till 115 5 A.D. He 
is said to have distinguished himself as a soldier in fighting 
against the Pala King of Bengal and extended his territories 
at the expense of the Kalachuris. His son Vijayachandra 

occupied the throne from 1155 to 1170 A.D. and was sue· • 
ceeded by Jayachandra, (ll 70· 1190 A,D,) who is described 

by Muslim writers as a very powerful king. The romantic 
episode of the abduction of his daughter, Samyogita, by 

Prithiviraj is "a famous theme of bardic lays" and was the 

main ca.use of quarrel between the two dynasties. In 1193 
A.D. Jayachandra was defeated at Chandwar by Sultan 
Shihabuddin who annexed his kingdom to his dominioi:i. A 
later inscriptio~ suggests that Jayachandra's son, Harichan· 

dra, ruled for sometime over a small portion of his father's 
vast kingdom. 

The Chandel dynasty also rose to prominence at the 
expense of the Pariharas whose suzerainty they 

Cbandels of h b · · 
Jejakabhuktl. seem to have acknowledged at t e egmnmg. 

Harshadeva, the first great ruler of this family, 

helped the Parihara King of Kanauj when he was expelled by 

the Rashtrakutas and succeeded in replacing him on the 
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throne, His son, Yasovarrnan (A.O. 930-950) was a great 
warrior and waged wars against all the nerghbou ring states. 

He was strong enough to extort from Devapala of Kanauj 
an image for the famous Vishnu temple which b e had built 

at Khajuraho, His son Dhanga ruled for half r century 
and was a member of the confederacy of the H indu princes 
that Ja.ipal had formed against Sabuktigin. In 999 A,D, 
he was succeeded by his son, Ganda, who provoked Sultan 
Mahmud by slaying Rajyapal of Kanauj for hi 

I 
submission 

to the Mussalmans. The Sultan attacked b e Chandel 
Kingdom and carried away vast 

because Ganda had fled by night. 
ooty witlio ut fighting 

In 1023 A~D· he led a 
second campaign against the Raja who again refused to fight 

• and surrendered his stronghold of Kalinjar. The Chandel 
Rajas were not disturbed by any Muslim conqueror for the 

next two hundred years, but they were involved in occasi nal 
wars with their neighbours. In 1182 Prithiviraj a defeated 

the Chandel Raja, Paramardi, in the battle of S irswa arh, 

But after sometime the Chandels recovered from this re erse 
and were able to offer a vigorous resistance to Qutl:lnddin 
Aibak who granted them honourable term~. • But the Raja 

died before these terms could be carried out and h is in&nister 
decided to continue the defence until he was forced to make 
an unconditional surrender. The fall of Kalinjar, one of the 
strongest forts of medieval India, brought th Chandel 
dynasty to an end. 

The Kalachuris were the neighbours of the Oh.andels and 

Kalachuris traced their descent from Kok Ila I who is 

said to have fought wars with Bhoja of 
Kanauj and the Rashtrakuta Raja, Kdshna Jl, One of his 

• 
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descendl fi ts, La.kshmana, invaded Orissa and brought 4 
famous image t'O be placed in the temple of Somnath. 
Another' Raja of this family, Karna, fought unsuccessful 

wars ag ainst the kings of the Pala, Chandel and Chalukya 
dynasti is. These wars weakened the Kalachuris so much 

that in the reign of Karna's successor the King of Malwa 
attacked their territory and met with little opposition, for 

he describ ~s his campaign as a ''pleasure excursion". The 

dynasty ~,rake up into two lines in the 12th century with 

their capi~als at Tripura and Ratanpur. 

Since the beginning of the 8th century a family of petty 

chiefs, known as the Chavadas, had come 
S,otankis of 
G'.ll)tat. into prominence in Gujrat and had establish­

ed their capital at Anhilwara. The last 'of 

th .e Chavadas was slain by his son-in-law, Mulraja, who 

ca ptured the throne and founded the Chalukya or Solanki 
dy nasty. He was a great warrior and is credited with several 
vie tories over the chiefs of Kutch, Kathiawar and Ajmer. 
The I Iast years of his life were devoted to works of public welfar~. 
He built mattY temples and extended his patronage to scholars 

of hi !s own kingdom as well as to those who came from other 
plact ~s.. He was succeeded by his son, Chamunda, of whofu 
almc ,st nothing is known. The next ruler, Durlabha~ was 
followed on the throne by his nephew, Bhima I, who extended 
his domi ·nion and conducted a campaign in Sindh. But : · 

during h: is absence Anhilwara was completely sacked by an 

army of th ,e Parmara king of Malwa. It was also in ·his 

time that ~ ;omnath was attacked by Sultan Mahmud. Bhima 
had taken refuge in the fort of Kbandahat, but the Sultan· · 

expilled hi1 n from there also On Mahmud's return to . 

Minor Dynasties of ~orthern India. 151 

Ghazni Bhima rebuilt the temple o~- Somnath. He died in 

1064. Another important ruler of the dynasty was Siddha· 
raja who was a great builder and is remembered for his 

generous remission of taxes on the pilgl ~ims who visited 
Somnatb. He fought a long but successful w ·ar with the Par· 

mara Raja who was made captive and imprisone d in a cage at 

Anhilwara and celebrated his victory by assumh. 1g the title 
"Lord of Avanti". But in his war with the CL'1andels he 

did not achieve any great success Siddharaja had let"t no heir 

and his throne, therefore, passed to Kumarapala, a m ember 

of another branch of the same family. The new king We. "\S a 
capable man and conducted successful campaigns agaiL. •st 

the neighbouring States. He patronized learning, and his · 
Chief Minister Hemchandra was one of the most learned 
men of the time. Under his successors the power of the 
Solankis began to decline and the government of the country 

fell into the hands of the Vaghelas. In the time of Visaldev 

0243-61 A.D.) the Vaghela rule was establbhed over the 

whole of Gujrat. The last king of the dynasty was Karna· 

deva who was defeated and expelled from his kingdom by 

th~ generals of Alauddin Khilji, and Gujrat became a province 
of the Khilji Empire. 

The history of Bengal in the period following the death 

Bengal. 
of Harshavardhana is obscure. It passed 
through many troubles during this period and 

was attacked and over-run by the armies of Kanauj, Kam· 

rupa, the Gurjaras and the Rashtrakutas at different times. 
. · It was in these days of anarchy and confusion that Gopala 

was chosen by the people to protect them. This choice was 

· made on account of his personal accomplishments re,ther 
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than noble birth, although later writers could manage to 

discover a mythical origin for the dynasty of the Palas. 

He ruled for a short period but seems to have consolidated 

his power because his son, Dharampala, ( A.D. 770-785) 

started a career of conquest soon after his accession. He 

expelled the ki:q.g of Kanauj and placed his own nominee on 

the throne of' that importat State , This brought him into 
I 

clash with the Gurjaras and Rashtrakutas. He was ultimate-

ly compell~d to seek alliance with Govinda III, the Rash­

trakuta king, against N agabhata II. He was an enthusias­

tic follower of the Mahayana sect of Buddhism and built 
I 

the famous monastery of Vikramsila (in Bhagalpur District). 

His son and successor, Devpala, was a great conqueror and 

is considered to be the greatest king of his dynasty. Epigra· • 

phic evidence shows that pilgrim traffic existed between 

Bengal and the Far East in his time. He was succeeded 

by his cousin who was a man of peaceful nature and was 

followed by bis son, Narayanapala 'cir. A.D. Sit-5-897), 

During his long reign of over 50 years the Pala territory 

suffered from the invasion of Bhoja I, and Magadha was 

added to the ffi<panding dominions of the Gurjaras . On 

their decline Bengal was over-run by the Rashtrakutas who 

claim to have "bathed their horses where the Ganges enters 

the sea". But the Palas had to face greater calamities . 

Under Mahipala I (cfr, 992-1040), who had succeeded in 

recovering to some extent the position and territory of his 

dynasty the Palas came into clash with the Kalachuris, the 

Karnata and the Chola States. Rajendra Chola I led a 

successful campaign through Orissa, Bihar and Bengal, but 

his advance into Eastern Bengal was checked by Mahipala. 

His SijCCessor Nayayapala ruled for about 15 years. The 
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power of the Pala dynasty had now begun to decline: bttt it 

lasted until the conquest of Bihar by the M uss~lmans in, 1199, 
The Pala dynasty lasted for a long penod and u der 

some of its kings Bengal was one of the important s\ate in 

Northern India. They were patrons of learning and z n.lous 

followers of Buddhism which is proved by the mona t ries 

built by them. 

In the 11th century the Senas rose to power and g ad~ 
ually supplanted the Palas in Bengal, "rhe 

The Senas, origin of the dynasty is obscure, but ~o far 

is certain that they had come from the south. Accordlng to 

inscriptions, the founder of the dynasty, S~man~asena, Wa.s 
"born in a family of Brahma·Kshatriyas 'which su gests 

' - that he was of Brahman origin but had taken to the sha,­
triya profession of fighting. His son, Hemantasena, apPears 

to have been an important prince, but very little is kno~ l\ of 

his achievements. Hemantasena's son and successor, Vlfaya­
sena (1100-1165 AD.) may be regarded as the real fo1nder 

of the Sena Kingdom because he fought a number of Wars 

with his neighbours including the kings of c:auda and ~ atn· 
rupa. He ruled over an extensive territory and conferred 

lavish gifts on pious men, His grandson, Lakshmana.'Setia, 
. b h f ·1 d to offer an orga1i·. was a great warnor, ut e ai e . l:Ged 

resistance to the victorious arms of Muhammad ~1~ Bak tiar 
Khilji who conquered his Kingdom with a surpnsmgly ~ all 

number of troopers. 



Chapter XIII. 
The Deccan and the Far South. 

The word 'Deccan' which is only a changed form of the 
Sanskrit Dakshina is generally used to de-

The Deccan or 
Daksbina. note the entire region south of the Vindhiyas; 

but in a restricted sense it includes the table· 
land and the neighbouring country lying to the north of the 
Krishna. The Aryan expansion towards the south was 
checked by the hilly tracts of Central India, and their civi· 
lization remained more or less confined to the Aryavarta 
for a long time. However, there are references in ancient 
Sanskrit literature to the peoples living in the south which 
show that parts of the Deccan were known to the Aryans 
as early as the fourth century B.C. But there is ~o doubt 
that a definite contact between the north and the south was 
established for the first time in the time of the Mauryas. 
That this contact was weak and almost nominal is amply 
proved by the sudden collapse of the Mauryan empire after 
the death of Asoka. Hence it is obvious that the process 
of the mingling of the two cultures, which was the result of 

( 

peaceful methods and not of conquest, must have been very 
slow, and this is why in spite of the hold of the Delhi 
Sultanate and the M ughal Empire over the peninsula the 
civilization of the south has retained many of its distinctive 
and unique features. 

The Chalukya dynasty had two branches; the main 
branch is known as the Western Chalukyas 

The Cbalukyas. 
whose history falls into two periods, while 

the Eastern Chalukyas were an offshoot of the main line, 

Pulakesiii I was the first independent prince of the dynasty 

/ 
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and established bis rule at Vatapi (modern Badami) about 

the middle of the sixth century. . 
The Chalukyas extended their territory at the expense 

of the Kadambas and captured their capital, Banavasi. 
Pulakesin II who ascended the throne after slaying his 
uncle in 608 A.D. was a great warrior. He defeated the 
Latas and the Gurjaras and checked the army of Harsha· 
vardhana on the N arbada, He won brilliant victories 
over the Kalingas in the east and the Pallavas in the south 
and entered into an alliance with the Cholas, Pandyas and 
Keralas. His dominion had now become very extensive, 
and therefore he handed over the government of the eastern 

territories to his brother Vishnuvardhana I, who soon 
established himself as an independent ruler at Vengi and 
became the founder of the Eastern Chalukyas. In the last 
years of his reign Pulakesin suffered defeats at the hands of 

the Pallava ruler Narsimhavarman I. 

Pulakesin's son and successor, Vikramaditya I, fought 
a series of wars with the Pallavas and ultimately succeeded 
not only in recovering the lost territories of his ancestors 
but also in capturing the Pallava caij,ital, Kanchi, and 
restoring the supremacy of his dynasty. On bis death he 
was succeeded by his son Vinayaditya who bad distinguished 
himself as a soldier in the time of his father. The next 
occupant of the throne, Vijayaditya, was also a great soldier. 
His son, Vikramaditya II, raided the Pallava country, cap· 
tured Kancbi and defeated the Pandyas and the Cholas. But 
in the time of Vikramaditya's son and successor, Kirtivar­
man II, the Chalukyas were defeated by the Rashtrakutas 
who enjoyed supremacy in the Deccan for about two 

centuries, 
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The dynasty of the Eastern Chalukyas which Visbnu­
va.rdhana had founded at Vengi ruled there for several 

centuries and ultimately merged into the Cholas in the time 
of Kulottunga Choladeva. 

The founder of the supremacy of the Rashtrakutas was 

Dantidurga. He was expelled by his uncle, The Qashtra­
kutas. Krishna I, who completed the destruction 

of the power of the Western Chalukyas and 
extended his rule over the whole of their territory. His son 

and grandson further increased their ancestral dominion by 

fighting successful wars with their neighbours. In the time of 

Amoghavarsha (815-877 A.D.), the wars with the Chalukyas 

became more frequent, and the Rashtrakutas held sway over 
a major portion of the extensive dominions of Pulakesin ·n. 
He was a follower of Jainism, while his enemies were 
Hindus; religious animosity was, therefore, added to the 
bitterness of political rivalry. Krishna III (940-970 A.D.) 
defeated the Chola King, Rajaditya, who was murdered 
treacherously. But the power of the Rashtrakutas had been · 

declining fast, and in 973 A.D. their last ruler, Kakka II, 
was overthrown by the Chalukya chief, Tailla JI, 

The dynasty founded by Tailla II is known after its 

The Chalukyas 
4>f Kalyanl. 

capital as the dynasty of the Chalukyas of 
J{alyani. Tailla had to fight a series of wars 

with his neighbours especially with Munja, 
the Parmara Raja of Malwa, whom he defeated and killed in 

995 A.D. The next important ruler of the dynasty was 
Somesvara I who d~feated the Chola Kin~ and is said to 
have captured Dhar, the capital of Malwa, and destroyed 
the power of the Kalachuris of Chedi. He ended his life .. ,. 

.. 
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· 'd · 1068 AD and was succeeded by his eldest on by SUICl e m ' . . . 
who was deposed by his younger brother, V1kramad1tya, 

after a 5hort and uneventful reign, in 1075 A.D. The Itew 
· · d a long and peaceful reign. But the power of kmg enJoye . 
h Chalukyas had begun to dicline and the1r throne 'v-as 

t e dB ... 11 H ultimately s~ized by a minister, name IJJa a. e as· 
sumed the title and the power of an independent ruler \ nd 

1 ·d the foundation of a new dynasty. It did not last for a 
a1 . h I 

long period and the Chalukyas re-established their aut Otity 

in 1183 A.D. But they were too weak to resist the encroach­

ments of their neighbours from the west and the south., nd 
b the end of the 12th century they disappeared from hist~ry. 

;he ~bole of the Deccan was now divided among the 
Yadavas, the Kakatyas and the Hoysalas who fought 

/ among themselves for supremacy in the south. · In the 

beginning of the fourteenth century they were defeated by 

the armies of Sultan Alauddin Khilji and compelle4 to 
· accept his suzerainty. 

The territm:y lying to the sputh of the Krishna has been 
named 'South India' or the 'far South' for 

The Far South. the !ilake of convenience. The earliest peGpJe 

living here are called pre-Dravidians for want. of a better 
name and the origin of some of -the hill tribes ~till found in 
this part of the country may be traced to them. The Dr~vi• 
dians whose' origin remains even to·day an open ques on 

d to have spread at one time over the whol, of are suppose 
the Indian Peninsula. It is not possible, however, tofix 
even approximately the time when the Tamils, who l\ve 

been regarded as the earliest exponents and the best te• 
l?resentat'ves of Dravidian culture, occupied this land. 
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From very ancient tim~s South India was divided into 
three kingdoms, Chola, Pandya and Chera. There is linguistic 
and other evidence which shows that these states were in a 
prosperous condition and had commercial relations with 
Egypt and Arabia in the west and Malaya and the Indian 

.Archipelago in the east. Their sea-ports had become thriv­
ing centres of trade, and the Roman authors complain that 

their gold was being "poured into India in payment for 
luxuries". This is supported not only by references to the 

fine ships of the 'y avanas' in Tamil poetic literature but 

also by extensive finds of Roman coins in Southern India. 
The classical writers of the west, however, tell us almost 
nothing about the political history of the Tamil land, and 

for that we have to depend on local sources. They are i~ 

adequate and supply but meagre information about the early 
history of the three States. 

The Cholas are mentioned m the inscriptions of the 
Asokan period, Their kingdom, Cholaman". :. 

The Cholas. dalam (i.e. Coromandel) lay near the east' 

c coast between the Pannar and Velur rivers, 
The first historical figure is Karikala who succeeded to the 
throne of his grandfather at a comparatively early age and 
distinguished himself by his victory over the combined forces 
of the Chera sand Pandyas. On the conclusion of peace 
he gave his daughter in marriage to the son of the Chera 
King. He ste:tigthened his resources and power by making a 
raid in Ceylon and bringing from there 12,000 men as slaves 

who were employed as labourers at the irrigation works on 
the Kauveri. He abandoned Uraiyur in favour of a new 

capital which was built by him at Kaverripattanam. He 
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was succeeded by his grandson in whose time the power of 
the Cholas played no importa1Jt part in the history of th~ 
south . But in the middle of the ninth century they again 
rose to prominence under Vijalaya who stabilized his posi· 

t ion by taking advantage of a war between the Pallavas and 
the Pandyas and established his new capital at Tanjore. 
His son and successor Aditya continued the policy of his 

father and further extended his ancestral dominion by fresh 
annexations. His son Parantaka I enjoyed a long reign of 
about forty years ' 907-947 A, D.). He defeated the Pandyas 

and sacked their capital Madura and thus considered himself 

justified in assuming the title of Maduraikondan ( Conqueror 
of Madura) . About the end of his life the Rashtrakutas 

<'!hacked the dominion of the Cholas and continued their 

efforts to curb thei~ power throughout the reigns of the next 
five rulers, 

In 985 Rajaraja, the greatest of the Chola"kings, ascend-
:·. ;. . 

,;h·~jaraja (985· 
1016). 

ed the throne and started a career of con­
quest which raised his dynasty to a position 
of unquestioned supremacy i-1 the south. 

His first campaign was directed against the Cheras whose 
naval fleet was destroyed at Kandalur. The Pandyas were 
also defeated and their king was taken prisoner. After con-

quering the territories of his neighbours the Chola prince 
carried his campaign of conquest as far as Kalinga in the 
north and Travancore in the south. The Cholas thus be­
came masters of the whole of Southern India and Rajaraja 

·.was able to lead a successful expedit ion to Ceylon and add 
that island to his already extensi ye dominions . He recorded 

- · his achievements on the stone walls of the magnificent 
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temple of Rajarajesvara which he built at Tanjore. It is 
supposed to have served as a model for a number of other 
temples in southern India. 

Rajaraja's son and successor Rajendra occupied the 

throne for about thirty years and extended the dominions 

that he had inherited from bis father. After crushing the 

Cbalukyas in 1020 A. D . he advanced northwards and 

marched on Bengal where he inflicted a defeat on Mabipala 

and carried his arms to the banks of the Ganges. In memory 

of this exploit he assumed the title of Gangaikonda and 

gave his newly-built capital the name of Gangaikonda-Chola­

puram. Not far from this beautiful city he had built a huge 

dam for providing irrigation facilities to the neighbouring 

area. He was succeeded by bis son Rajadhiraja who is 

chiefly known for his wars with the Chalukyas He was 

slain in the battle of Koppam on the Tungabhadra He was 

succeeded by his brother Rajendra who occupied the throne 

till his death in 1063, The last ruler of the dynasty, Adhira­

jendra, was murdered in 1074 and the Chola and Chalukya 

crowns were united when a Chalukya prince (who had 
married the daughter of a Chola King , ascended the throne 
with the title of Kulottunga Chola 

The new ruler took up his residence in the Chola capital 

and placed the old Chalukyan province of 

Vengi in the charge of one of his sons. Be-
Kulottuoga, 
(1070-1118), 

sides minor victories over his neighbours 
the achievements of Kulottunga included two expeditions 

to Kalinga, It appears, however, that the transmarine 
possessions of the Cholas were lost in his time and the 

Hoysalas of Mysore had become strong enough to have 
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asserted their independence an s a en d " h k the pride of the 
Cholas" under the leadership of Vishnuvardahna, 

Kulottunga's reign is marked with great religious and 

The well-known Vaisnava reformer literary activity. 

b t b had to seek shelter Ramanuja was his contemporary, u e h d 

f f cution at the an s . the Hoysala dominion for ear o perse . . . 
m h 1 1 flourished m his of Kulottunga. Several other sc oars a so 

time. h d 1· of the With the death of Kulottunga begins t e ec me 

Cholas. The last ruler of the dynasty w~o 
D1cllne of the possessed a semblance of authority was ~aJa 
Cbolas. R . III in whose reign Tanjore and Uraiyur 

aJa A · ·1 war ., . ded and burnt by the Pandya forces, civi 
r were ra1 h al ened the 

b t the King and his successor furt er we < 
e ween . d chiefs to 

state and encouraged the neighbouring prmces an d 

seize fragments of the Chola Kingdom which came to an en 

in 12 7. t m of adminis· 
The Cholas bad evolved a fairly good s~s .e . ro· 

t . The empire was d1 vided mto P tra ion. · 
Chola Admiols- vinces or mandalams which were aga.m 

· oups of d1s-tratton. Subdivided into valanadus or gr 

. d f eral K u1'rams or tricts. A district was compnse o sev . . 

. The local administration in the ~istn~ts 
groups of illages. . b small bodies or assemblies 
and vil ages was mai~ly run Y and worked under the 
which enjoyed extensive powers ffi . ls In the 

. · f the · government o cia • 
general supervision ° was known as 

·11 f the Brahmadesa the assembly v1 ages o h ly 
the Sabha and was composed of Bra mans on • 

The king conducted the administration of the st.ate wi~h 
I h . chy of officials whose existence is the help of a regu ar eirar 
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proved by the numerous inscriptions of the period. There is 
no doubt that the Cholas maintained a vast army and a strong 

fleet which was employed for purposes of conquest and 
annexation as well as the maintenance of order in the 

empire. The main source of income was the land-tax, and 

therefore the Government paid particular attention to 
the improvement of agriculture. Karikala's embankment 
on the Kauvery is a clear proof of the anxiety of the 
Cholas to improve their system of irrigation. 

The earliest mention of the Pandyas is found in the 

The Pandyas. work of Megasthenese who speaks of the 
Kingdom of Pandaie, which was famous for 

its pearls. In Asoka's inscriptions it is counted among the 

neighbours of the Mauryas. . In the first century of the 
Christian era an ambassador of the Pandya ruler was received 

by the Roman Emperor, Augustus. We possess, however, 
very little information about the early history of the dynasty 

besides references in what is known as the Sangham litera· 
tu,e* of the South, which throw some light on the social 
rather than political life of the people, 

It appears, however, that the Pandyas remained in a 
state of obscurity till the seventh century when a revival 

of their power began under Kadungon and his successors. 
His great-grandson, Maravarmana is said to have won 

victories over the Chera and the Pallava rulers. His son 
Kochchadaiyan. Ranadhiran extended bis territory to 
Mangalore in the west where he defeated the Maratha 
(possibly the Chalukya) king. · The next ruler, Rajasimha I --

*The expression "San~/11,m literature" is used for those works which 
are attributed to the traditional Sanphams· (or FlCadeniies) of the various 
capitals of the Pandyai,. 

., 

. ,• 
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consolidated the conquests of his father and routed the 
Pallavas in a battle. The Pandiyan conquests continued 
in the time of Rajasimha's son, Prantaka, who was one of 
the greatest rulers of the dynasty and enjoyed a long reign 

of nearly fifty years. The next important ruler was Srimar~ 
(830-862) who is said to hav·e successfully invaded Ceylon 
and also won a victory over the Pallavas and other chieftains. 
But the power of the Pandyas had begun to decline, and 
the regin of Srimara has been described as a "mixed record 
of success and failure". The last ruler of the dynasty was 

routed by the Chola King in the battle of Velur and compelled 

to seek refu~e in Ceylon, leaving his capital to be occupied 
by the victor. 

For the next three hundred years the Pandyas remained 

The later 
Pandy as. 

in oblivion and their kingdom was reduced 
to the position of an appendage of the Chola 
empire, But they began to revive their 

power towards the end of the 12th, century under J ata varman 

Kulasekhara who ruled till 1216 A,D. His son Maravarman 
Sundra Pandya I (1216-1239) extended, bis dominion by 
defeating the Chola ruler in a campaign in which be destroyed 
and burnt the cities of Uraiyur and Tanjore. The next 
ruler who occupied the throne till 1251 bore the same name 
and is known as Maravarman Sundra Panya II. His 
successor Jatavarman Sundra Pandya was the greatest of the 
later Pandyas and ruled over the whole of the peninsula, 
He defeated the Kakatiya ruler of Warrangal, won a brilliant 
victory over the Hoyasalas and reduced the Cholas to 
vassalage After all these victories, he thought, he was 

justified in ~ssuming the title of Maharajadhiraja. His 
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lavish endowments to temples show that he possessed 

abundant weal th . 
Sundra was succeeded by Maravarman Kulasekhara 

(the K1ales Dewar of the Muslim historians) who enjoyed a 
long reign of more than forty years (1 268·1311 A,D .). He 
is credited with having led a successful expedition to Ceylon 
and with the capture of the important port of Quilon . His 
last years were disturbed by a civil war among his two sons, 

Sundra the legitimate heir to the throne murdered his old 
father who had shown preference to his illegitimate son 
Vira Pandya, The disputed succession facilitated the task 
of Malik Kafur who captured and occupied Madura . The 
~ival brothers continued to rule over the remnants of their 
territories; but the end of the dynasty could not be long 
postponed: the two brothers were defeated in 1315 by the , 
ruler of Travancore, and it succumbed before the advance 
of the Kakatyas. 

The third and the least important of the traditional 
states of the Tamil country was the Chera (or 

The Cheras. 
Kerala) kingdom which was situated to the .:i 

north-west of the Pandya territory and comprised the 
modern district cif Malabar and the states of Cochin and 
Travancore, Of its early history we know ·very little beyond 
meagre references in Tamil literature and Chola and Pandya 
inscriptions. It may be stated, however, that the Cheras 
rose to prominence in the early centuries of the Christian 
era, and the earliest of their kings about whom we know 
something was Adan I who was defeated and killed in a 
ba1- ··e against the Cholas. On the conclusion of peace his 

son 1nd successor Adan II became t he son-in-law of 

Ktlrikala Chola, Later on he made an alliance with the 
• • 
"' 

I 
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!andb-yas against the Cholas but was defeated and wounded 
in a attle and com ' tt d · . 

m1 e SU1c1de on account of slta H ' 
successor Senguttu . me. is 
Ch van was a famous kmg in whose time the 

eras rose to an imperi I . . 
. a positrnn, His achievements are 

recorded m the T ·1 · S. 
h b amt epic tlappathikaram which is said to 

ave een composed by his own brother who had b 
monk. He · . . ecome a 

. is credited with having established his Chola 
cousin firmly O th 1 , 
. . n e atter s throne and carried his 

victorious arms to Northern India Th. 
Cheras was lost in the time of ~ is 'ascendancy of the 

b Senouttuvan s successor whose 
:aptture Y thbe Pandyas and ultimate escape from imprison. 

en .are t e last reco d d . 
eighth t r e events m their history till the 

th 
cen ury when the Pallavas claim to have defeated 

em, 

fl t
Towards the close of the tenth century A . D. the Cbera 

ee was destroyed b R · . 
Y a1ara1a. His grandson Rajadhiraja 

conquered the southern portion of th Ch , 
. the Cholas seem to h . . e era country, which 

d l
. . ave retained m their possession till their 

ec me m the twelfth century. On recovering th · · d 
dence the Ch b eir m epen· eras egan t t bT · ruler R . o s a I 1ze their power and their 

avivarman Kulasekhara claims to have m d 
quests at the expense of the Ch 1 a e con· 
h . o as and the Pandyas B ut 

t ese triumphs were short-lived f h . . 
t h . ' O! e was soon driven back O is own country d h' 

. . an is successor ruled over a dimi . h d 
territory m Travancore, ms e 

The Pallavas who held . 
a predomment position ia the 

The Pallavas. south from the fifth to the ninth t " . cen ury 
constitute one of the . 

History" Th · · . mysteries of Indian 
· eir origin has been a b · 

Some scholars bold that they were a f su .Ject o~ controversy. 
ore1gn tribe of Paha· 



166 Ancient India, 

iavi (or Parthian) origin, But recent researches have shown 
that there is stronger evidence to believe that they represent· 

eci a iocal dynasty of Chola and N aga origins.* 

Of the earliest referenc~s to the members of this dynasty 

the most notable is to the name of ishnugopa who is men· 
tioned in Samudragupta's Allahabad inrcription as the ruler 
of Kanchi, The glorious period of the Pallava history, 

however, begins with the reign of Simhavishnu who ascended 
the throne in the last quarter of the sixth century . His son 
and successor Mahendravarman I (c ir. 600-25 A, D.) was a 
great builder and is credited with having built a number of 
rock-cut temples. In his reign the Pallavas were attacked 
and defeated by the famous Chalukya ruler Pulakesin II 
who seized the province of Vengi and placed it in the charge 

of his brother, 

Mahendravarman was succeeded by his son Narasim· 

havarman (625-60 A. D.) who inflicted a crushing defeat 
on the Chalukyas and captured their capital, Vatapi. Fie 
is also stated to have sent two expeditions to Ceylon in 

order to instal upon its throne a claimant who had sought 
his protection and aid, Narasimhavatman who was also· 
a builder like his father founded the city of Mamallaparam 
and erected a rock-temple there . The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen 

--
• "The conjecture that they were Pahlavas, that is to s y Parthians 

or Persians from the north-west, was su:gested solely by a superficial 

verbal similarity and rrtay be summarily dismi~sed as base:ess Every 

thing known about them indicates that they were a peninsular .· 

r tr.ibe or clan prbbably either identical or closely connected~ - · ace, , r 

with the Ku rumbas, an orginally pastoral people who play a prominent 

part in early Tamil tradition .'' (Oxford Histgry of I_odia p. 205), 
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Tsang visited Kanchi in his reign and speaks of it as a 
prosperous city, where Buddhism flourished along with the 
various forms of Hinduism, He mentions neither the 
name of the king nor the reigning dynasty but calls th~ 

country by the name of Dravida. 

The next ruler, Mahendravarman, had a short and 

uneventful reign and was succeeded by his son Parames· 
varavarman I in whose time the Pallava country was invaded 
by the Chalukyas. It was only with the help of other Tamil 
powers that he was able to drive the invaders out of his 
country. He was followed by Narasimhavarman II who 
enjoyed a peaceful reign and could, therefore, devote himself 

' to building. The most famous of his monuments is Kailas­

natha temple at Kanchi. His successor Paramesvaravarman 

as the last ruler in the direct line of Simhavishnu, 

Paramesvaravarman's death was followed by a civil war 
which ended with the accession of his cousin, N andivarman, 
who had an exceptionally long reign of about sixty-five years, 
In the war with the Chalukyas which was resumed in his 
time the Pallavas lost Kanchi. But Nandivarma seems to 
have ultimately driven back the invaders and regained the 

possession of his capital. Under his successors the Pallavas 
had to fight defensive wars against the Rashtrakutas and the 
Pandyas. The last of the Pallavas was Aparajita with 

horn their rule came to an end, 

The Pallava rulers were patrons of art and literature, 
Qme of them were great builders and have left noteworthy 

ments. Their patronage of Sanskrit had made their 
ital a great centre of Sanskrit studies, It appears that 



INDEX 
Adan I, 164 
Adan II, 164 
A dhirajendra, 160 
Agni, 17 
.A gnimitra, 88, 89 
A grammes·, 64 
A hichch:ttra, 29 
J\ jatasatru, 31 to_34, 44 
A jayadeva, 147 
Al-Beruni, 5, 67, 141 
AJ~xanderc '53, to -62, 64, 94 
Alexandria, 5 3 
Amara-Sinha, 48 note 
Am bhi, 55, 61 
Amoghavarsha, t 56 
Anga, 32 
A ntalkidas, 96 
Antigonos, o!:> 
.Antiochos, Qf> 
Anuradhapura, 48n 
Anus, 14 
Aornos. 54 
A prajita, 167 
Appolodotos, 96 
Arachosia, 63, 66 
Aria, 66 
Arjuna, 137 
A rrian, 4 
Arthasastra, ~, 72 
Asandivat, 29 

• • 

Asoka, 1, 46, 4 7, 7 ':{, 76 to 86, 90 
94, 95n, 105, 118, 

Attila, 124 
Avanti, 33 
Ayodhia, . 25, 26, 31 
A zes I, 98 
Azes II, 98 

Babylon, 58, 61, 65 
Bactria, 12, 53 
Ba] aditya- 121 
Balkh, 12, 53 
Bana, 128 
Banvasi, 154 
Barbur, !On 
Beni Pan~bad, 27n, 28n 
Besnagar, 96 
Bhadrabahu, 45, 66 
Bhagabhadra, 96 

Bharata, 25, I! 
Bhaskaravarman, 144 
Bbattiya, 33 
Bheda, 14 
Bhima I, 150 
Bhimal, 127 
Bhoja, 145 
Bhumaka, 91, 99 

• 

Bijjalla, 156 
Bimbisara, 32, 33, 44, 47, 48 
Bin dusara, 67 
Bogbaz koi, 51 
Brahamadatta, 31 
Bri hadratha, 33, 86 
Bucephala, 57 
Buddha, 31 to 34, 40, 48, 50, 81') 
Budha·Gupta, 121 
Buhler~ 28n 

Cambysei., 51 
Celebes lln 
Chamba, 32 
Chamunda, 150 
Chanakya,64, 70, 74 
Chandradcva, 148 
Chandra Gupta Maurya, 33, 45 

64 to 70, 72 to 74 
Ch~nna, 47 
Cbedis, , 2 
Cudra, 36 
Curtins, 4 
Cyrus, 51 
Dadda I, 145 
Dadda II, 145 
Damaoa, \12 
Dantidurga, 156 
Darius III, o2, 53 
n~saratha 25, 86. 
Datta Devi, 114 
Davids, Rhys, 46n, 48n 
Deimachos, o1 
Dcmetri 0s, 87. 95, 96 
Devabhuti, 89 
Deva Pala, 152 
Deva Pattana, 85 
Ohutarashtia, 24 
Diodotus II, 95 
Drangina, 60 
Draupati, ton 24 



H 
Druh,•us, 14 
Durlibha, 150 
Duryodhana, 24 
Dutt, 13n, 18, 22 

Eukratides, 95. 96 
Etbydemos, 95, 96 

Fabien, 5, 118 119 
Feroz Shah, 85 ' 
Gandhara, 31 
Gangaikonda Chola Puram 160 
Ganpati Naga, 111 ' 
Gautama, 46 
Gautamiputra, 91 
Gedr0sia, 61, 62, 66 
Gondaphores, 98 
Gomal, 13 
Gosala, 45 
Govinda III, 153. 
Govindchandra, 148. 
Grahavarmana, 129. 

Haihaya, 33. 
Hala, 93, 
Harappa, 5. 
Harichandra, 145. 
liariraja, 147. 
Harisena, 113. 

• 
.llarshacharita, 3,8ln. 
Harshavardhana, 12i, 127 to 139 

144, 145, 155 ' 
Hastan,pur, ::?4, 29 
Hastivaraman, 112. 
Heliokles, 96 . 
Hemantasena, 153. 
Henry Maine, 40. • 
Heracles, 54. 
Hermaeus, 96. 
Hiuen Tsang, 5, 103n, 106 110 

113, 120, 123, 12411, 127~. 128: 
130, l:36, 167, 168. 

Hugo-Winckler, 51. 
Huvishka, 195, 106. 
Hu vish ka- Pura, 1('6. 
Hyphaistion, 51, 55, 59. 

lkshavaku, 31, 
Jndra, 16, 17 
Indus Valley Civilizatio , 5, 7. 

Jalauka, 86, 
Jalalabad, 53. 
Janaka, 31. 

Janamejnyn, 30. 
J .i.malo, 45, 
Jatavarman Sundra Pandya 163 
Jaxartes, 97. 

1 
• 

Jayaswal, K. P, 102n. 

K
Ka~phises, IOl, 102, i(7, 

a1kai, 25, 
Kakka IH, 156, 
Kalanos, 55 
Kalidas, 87, 88, 
Kalinga, 67, 77 to 78, 87, 90, 
Kan piL, 29. 
Kanarese, 12. 
Kancbi, 155, 166 to 168 
Kanisbka, 102 to 105, ' 
Kanisbka-pura, 103. 
Kap 'la-rn~tu, 46, 48. 
Karmania, 61, 
1< arna, 150. 
Karri, 56, 
Karuvaki, 86. 
Kasi, 31. 
Kautilya, 69, 72 to 75 . . 
Kausamh1, 301 32. 
Keith, A, 8., 13, 36, 
Kharavela, 87. 
Kirti varm an, 155 • 
Koinos, 58. 
Koli, 46. 
Kosal,, 30, 11, 33. 
Krareros, :i9, 60. 
Krishna I, 156. 
Krishna 11, t '56. 
Kulottu11ga, 160, 161. 
Knmara-devi, 110. 

· K umara-Gupta T, 11 o, 120. 
Kumara-Gupta Ir, 1'.!0, 
Kumarila, 140, 
Kurrum, 1 I 3. 
Kurnkshetra, 25, 29. 
Kusinara (Kusinagara), 32. 

Lakshamana, 25, ,50, 
Lakshamanasena, 153. 
Lichchavis, 43. 
Lumbini, 46. 

Macedonia, 52, 60. 
Madhava-Guota 12 t, 
Madltya-deska; 29. 
Madhyamika, 87 
Madras, lln. 31, 

,. 

Manatltafah,., l On1 
Mahakantra, 11 t, 
Mahapadama, 34, 64. 
W.ahasena-Gupca, 121. 
Mahaviia, 42, 43, 45, 
Makajanapadas, 32, 
Mabendra, 820. 
Mahendravannan, 166, 167. 
Mahisharnan<lal, 82, 
Mahmud, 143 . 
Malavikagnimitra, 87. 
Malik Kafur, 164., 
MallaA, 32. 
Mandasor, 121. 
Manu, 27 ta 29, 37n. 
Massaga, 53, 54. 
Max Muller, 22n, 
Mc Crindle, 64n. 
Megasthenes, 33, 67, 72 to 75, 162 . 
Meghavarman, 113, 
Menander, 87, 06, 2. 
Mih'ra·Kula, 121, 
Milinda, 97. 
Mithila, 38 . 
Mirhradates II, 97, 
Moggaliputta, 82. 
Mohammad-bin- Brakbtiar 153. 
Mooknji R K., 795 n, 85, 9 '... n . . 
Mousikanos, 60. 

Nagabbata I I, 145 -
Nagasena, 97. 
Nahapana, 91 , 99. 
Nandivarmana, 16 7. 
Narsimha-Gupta, -izo, 
Narsimha-Varmaru , 167, 
Nasik, ~o. 91. 
Nayay3pala, ! 52. 
N iarcbos, O I, 62. 
Nicaia, 53, 57. 
Nichakshu, 30. 
Nysa, 53. 

Ohind, 55, 1 

Panchalas, 29. 
Pancbao, l O •'I 102.,. 
Pandus, 24. 
Paramardi, 147, 
Paramesvarman I ,. , 167. 
Panntaka, 159, I 0, 
Parbba-vati, 115, 
Parapaoisadae, 66 

Puihs it, 30, 
Parush i, 14. 
Patala, 61. 

111 

Patlipu ra, 64, 67, 68, 71, 82, 87. 
Patanj Ii. 88. 

5. 
, 60. 
as, 55. 

Persip Iii, 53. 
Pa~sva ath, 43. 
l'billip 52 . 59. 
Porns, 56, 57 
Prabh kravardhana, 128, 
Praya a, 29. 
Prady ta, 33. 
Prajap ti, 34 . 
P rase ajit, 31 
P rava sen a, 109. 
Prithi iraja, 147. 
P rithi isena, 109 . 
P ulak sin I, J 54. 
Pulak sin II, 131, 132, 155, 
Push lavati, H. 
Push gupta, 72 
Push a mitra, 86 to 89, 

Quilo , 164, 

Rahn :t, 47. 
Raja hiraja, IM. 
Raja riha, ]3, 45 47, 48. 
Raj a aja, 160, 165. 
Raje dra. 160. 
Ra je dra-Chola, 15:. 
Rajy vardhana, 129. 
Fam , 25, 26. 
Raps n, , , 28n, 52n 
Rava a, 25 . 
Ravi arrnan Kulasekhara, 165-
Ra w inson, 17n, 35n. 
Ray haudhuri, 3n. 31ln. 
.Rig- edc, 5, 18, 19, 21. 
Rud adarnan, 72, 91, 99. 
Rud adeva, 112. 
Rud asena, 109, lll, 115 . 

Sak a, 125. 
Sak ta, 87. 
Sa butavijaya, 45-
Sa meta, 43. 
Sa rati, 86. 
Sa udaraguota, 2, 32, 123, 109 to 

115,165 .. 



. . 
IV 

Samyogita, 148. 
Sa!ichi, lOn. 
Sangala. . 57,58. 
Sanghamitra, 82 . 
Sankaracharya, 148. 
Sarasvati, 17. 29. 
Sasanka, 12" 
Seleukos, Nikator, 65, 67. 94 . 
Seligman, 1 7n. 
~enguttuvan, 165 . 
Sbihabuddin of Ghor, 147. 
Siddharaja, 151. 
Sidra-Varma, 28n. 
Simhavishnu, 166, 167. 
Simukha, 90. 
Siri-Kakulam, 90. 
~irisatakarni, 90. 
Sirswagarh, 149. 
~isikotas. 54, 
~ita, 25, 26. 
~iva, 86 . 
~ kandagnpta, 120 
Smith, V.A, 4n, 21n, 28n, 3~n, 

79n, 85, 88, 89n, 18'n, t84n, 
115n, 116n, 123n, 125, 127n, 
129, 138 . 

Soma, 17 
~omesvara I, t 56, 
Sirinjayas, 30. 
:-,,tevenson Mrs . 45n. 
~ndas, t 4. 
Sndhodana, '46. 
Sumatra, j 1 n. 
Surashtra, 88. 
~ nrya, 1 7 
~wat, 13 .53 

Tailla II, 156 
Tr1x1la, 2, 3fl, 31, 55, 76 . 
Thurston, 11 n . 
T1lak, 13n. 
1 issa, 82 
Tivara, 86 . 
Tod, 3. 
Toramana, 125 
Tristus, 14 
Turvasas, 1-4 . 

U dayana, 3 3. 
lJ grasena, 112, 

U jjain, J3, 46, 73, 76. 
Upagupta, 77, 82. 
Upendra, 144. 
Uraiyur, 158, 163 . 
Uruvela, 47, 
t;shas, 17. 
Usinaras, JO. 
Vadarbha, 88. 
Vaidya, c· V, 127t 130n . 
Vaisali, 33, 34, 43. 
Vaisampayana, 30, 
Vakpati ll , 144. 
Valmiki, 25 , ~6. 
Vasas, 30. 
Vasishka, 105. 
Vasishta. , 15. 
Vasishtiputra, 91. 
Vasudeva, 89, 106. 
Vengi, 155, 156, 160. 
Vicvamitra, ! 5. 
Videha, 30, 31, 43, 44, 
Vijayasana. 153. · 
Vijayachandra 118. 
Vikramaditya, I, 155, 
Vikramaditya II, l SS. 
Vinasana, 29. 
Vindhyasakti, 109. 
Vira·Pandya, 164, 
Vira-Sena, t 08, 
Visaldeva, · 1, 1. 
Vishnu, 11. 
Vishu·gopa, 112. 
Vishnu-Gupta, 65, 165. 
Vishnu·mitra, 8, 89, 1 OS. 
Vishnu·vardhana I, 1.55 156, Ii l, 
Vrita, 17. 

.Wang Hiuen Tse 137. 

Xandrarr..as , 64. 

Yadus , 14. 
Yajina -Sri, 91,92 . 
Yamma, 18. 
Yasodhara, "1 6 
Yasodhar mana. l '. i . 

Yasovarman. 14G. 
Yavana, 87. 
Y samotika, 99n. 
Yudhishthira, 24, is. 




