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NOTE ON AUTHORITIES 

-
Tru: most important contemporary European authority for the 

early part of Aurangzib's reign is the French physician Bernier, who 
livod in India from 1659 to 1666, and whoso Tratels have recently 
been admirably edited by Mr. Con~table. Bernier writes a.e a 
philosophe~ and man or the world : his contemporary Tavernier 
(1640-1667) views India with the prof888ional eye of a jeweller ; 
nevertheleee h is Travels, of which I>r. Ball ha.e prvduced a acientific 
udition, coutain many valuable pictures _of Mughal. life and 
character. Dr. Fryer's New Accwnt ·q/ India is chiefly useful &.'I a 
d!'scripl ion of the Marlitha power under Sivaji, for the au thor 
during his visit to India (167:11- 81) did not extend his travob 
further north than Surat. Like Fryer, Ovington (1~) did n ot ·go 
to the Mughal Court, and hie Voyage lo Suratt contains little beyon,I 
what the English merchants of Bombay 1µ1d Surat (the only }>laet!" 
he visited) choee ·io tell him. Something may be gleaned from 
Yule's elaborate edition of Redg86' Diary 88 to the Mughnl pro· 
vincial administration in 168:11-4; and Dr. G-emelli C11rori'>1 ,·i:;iL 
to Aurangzib's camp in the Deccan in 1695 throws· light on 1,n 

obscure portion of the reign. Catrou's Histoira Gbterak th l' Em11irc "" 
Mogol (17r5), fol1!1ded on the Portuguese m.emoirs of ' M. Manoucloi ," 
would be invaluable if there were any means of authenticating it 
hy comparison with ldunucci's MS. ; as it is, tht> work i;. too full 
of error11, and savours too strongly of the chronique swndaleu.,;e of 
some malicious and disappointed backstairs underling at thu 
Mughnl Court, to be estee.med as an authority. The contemporary 
Indian chroniclers, Khiill Khan, Musta'idd Khan, 'Abd-al-Ilamid 
Lahori, Inli.yat Khiln, Bakhtawar Khan, a-nd others, may be co11-
8Ulted in Elliot and Dowson',. invaluablo lli,,!Qry ef India as told 

l,y it.~ own Flislf)rWns, vol. vii . Elphinstono'a Hist.ory of India has 
been followed in its admirable account of the Deccan c;ampaign11. 
All datc11 are given in New Style, and the ,·arying spellings of 
!ndi&u namts bll.ve been rqduced to uniformity. I have to e.xpres.~ 
my gratitude to Sir William W . Hunter, who had originally undor­
t,\kcn this volume of the series, for making over to me in tho most 
i;cnorous manner all the MS. materials which he had collected in 
In,Jia for thi,; purposo. 

S. L.-P. 



NOTE ON: 'I/HE FO"IY'EL SOUNDS 

'fht: orthography of proper names follows gt1nPrnlly thP 8y11tem 
adopted by t-he Indian. Government for the Imperial Gcuclll'<l,. of Jndia. 

TJint system, wh'ile adhering to tile nopular spelling of voa-y well­
linown places, suoh. air Punjab, Poona, Decean, &c., emplny9 in all 
other oases the vowels with the following. uniform sounds:-

a, as in woman : a, aa in fath11r: i, as in kin: i, as in intrigue : 
o, Min cold: u, .aa, in bull: ti, as in rule. 



INTRODUCTION 

THE H1m1TAOt OF AK.BAR 

THE gre11.tcst of Indian rulers, the Emperor Akba.r, 
died in 1605. Third in the succession of his dynasty, 
he was first in his genius for government the true 
foundct· of tho Indian Empire of the Great Moguls. 
He left a. · magnificent heritage to bis descendants.. 
His realm embra.ced all the provinces of Hindustan, 
and included Kabul on the west, Bengal on the 
east, Kashmir beside the Himl\laya.s, &nd Khandesh 
in the Deccan. H e he.cl not merely conquered this 
vast. douunion in forty yea.rs of warfare, but ho had 
gone far towards welding it into an organic whole. 
He united under one firm government. Hindus a.n.'1 
?tfoh.a.mma.da.ns, Shl'a. and Sunnis, Rajputs and 
Afghans, and all the numerous ra.cts and tribes of 
Hindustan, in spite of the centrifugal tendencies of 
castes and creeds. In dee.ling with the formidable 
difficulties presented by the government of a. pecu­
liarly heterogeneous empire, he stands absolutely 
supreme among ori~ntal sovereigns, and ma.y even 
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challenge comparison with the greatest of European 
kings. He was himself the spring and fount of the 
sa.gacious policy of his government, and the proof of 
tho soundness of bis system is tho dura.tio•1 of bis 
undiminished empire, in spite of the follies and viees 
of his successor8, until it was undone by the puritan 
1·eaction of his great-grandson Aurangzib. 

Akbar's ma.in difficulties lay in th~ diversity- and 
jealousies of the races and religions with which hP. 
had to deal. It was bis 1nethod of dealing with these 
difficulties which est11.blished the Mughal Empire in 
all the power and splendour that marked its sway 
for a hundred years t<1 come. It was Aurangzib's 
reversal' of this method whjch undid hil-3 ancestor's 
work and prepared the way for tho downfall of his 
dynasty. 

Akbar had not studioa the history of India in 
vain. He bad realized from its lcssonR that, if his 
dynasty was to keep its hold on the country and 
withstand the onslaught of fresh hord~ of invn.tlors, 
it must rest on the loyalty of the native lli11d1·,~ who 
formed the bulk of the population, supplied I.lie •1notn. 

of the army, and wero necessarily cntru:iL"d with 
most of the civil employments. His n.i111 was lo 

found a national empire with the aid of a uatimml 

religion. ' He accordingly constructed.a Stato Religion, 
catholic enough; as he thought, to be acceptable fo 

a.11 J1is subjects. Such a scheme of a universal religion 
had, during two hunched years, been the dream of 
Hindu reformers, and the text of wandering preachers 
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throughout India.. On the death of the Bengal saint 
in the fifteenth century, the Muhammadans and 
Hindus contended for his body. The saint suddenly 
a.ppeared in their midst, and, commanding the~ to 
look under the slu·oud, vanished. This th~y did: but 
under the winding-sheet they fou~d only & hea.p of 
beautiful flowers, one half of ~bich the Hindifs 
burned with holy rites, while the other ha.If was 
buried with pomp by the Musalmans. In Akbar's 
time many sacred places had become common shrines 
for the two faiths: the Muhamma.d&us venerating th~ 
st.me impression on the rocks as the footprint of their 
prophet, which the Hindus reve1·ed as the footpri]lt , 
of their god 1.' · / 

The inscription written by the Emperor's friend and 
counsellor Abu-1-Fa.zl, for a. temple in Kashmir, might 
1c1crve as a motto for Akbar's creed: 

0 God, in ovory tomple I see people that see t~ee, and in every 
l1u1gu,4,,o I honr spoken, people praise thee. 

Polythoimi and Ialam feel after thee. 
Each religion says, 'Thou art one, without equal.' 
1 f it be a mosque, people murmur the holy prayer; and if it be a 

Christil\n Church, people ring the bell from love to thee. 
Sometimes I frequent the Chriatian cloister, and sometimes the 

mosque. 
But it is thou whom I seek from temple to temple. 
Thy elect have no dealings with heresy or with orthodoxy : for 

neither of them stands behind the screen of thy truth. 
B:enisy to the heretic, and religion to the orthodox, · 
But the dust of the rose-petal belotigs to the heart of the perfume• 

seller. 

He discarded the rigid tenets of Islam, and __ ft:!iop.t:ed 
1 

Sir W. W. Hunter, The Rum of Aurang.:«>, 'Nineteenth. Century,• 
lltay, 1887. . . 
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in their stead an eclectic pantheism, in which he ir,­
corporated whatever he found admirnble in various 
creeds. 

• I CAn but lift the torch 
Of Reason in the dusky cnve of Lifo, 
And gaze on this great miraclP, thl' World; 
Adoring That who mnJt>, &nd mRkoa, 1md i11 

And ie not, what I gnze on- all <•l~o, Form, 
Ritual, vorying wilh the tribrn1 or men'.' 

Akba.i·'s State Religion was a failure. It never 
took hold of the people. No eclectic philosophy ever 
does. But his broad-mfoded sympathy drew the 
s;vered links of the empire together and for & while 
created a nation where there had been r&~es. His 
watchword wa.s Toleration. He was tolerant of all 
shades o( religion and every tinge of nationality. He 
encouraged Portuguese J esui.ts and a,dmired their 
painted and graven images; he presided over philo­
sophical discussions in which every received dogma 
was froely criticized ; he sanctioned the worship of 
the sun, 'Symbol the Eternal,' as the most glorious 
manifestation of Deity, e.nd would himself daily set 
the example to his people, and 

• Knoel adoring Him the Timeless in the flame that mcaaur1•s 
Time.' 

To carry out his public toleration in the privacy 
of home, he took his wives from different l'aces and 
religions. All this wa.a not done out of policy alone: 
he bad a distinctly philosophical ben

1
t of thought. 

The practical side of this open-minded attitude was 

1 Tennyaon, .Akbar', Dream (18g2)1 p. 33. 

THE H£/UT.AGE OF AKBAR It 

seen in the abolition of all t&1tes upon religious non­
conformity. The detested ji~a or Muhammadan 
p0li.t.a.x. upon unbelievers, was done away. In the 
eyes of Akba.r's tax-gatherer, as well as of his God, 
all men were equal, and nothing was ' common or un­
clca.n.' To conciliate the prejudices of race, he em­
ployed native Hindus, Persie.n heretics, and orthodox. 
Afghan and M ugbal Sunnis impartially in the offices 
of state and w the army, and conferred equal honour!l 
upon each denomination. To f onn the leading men 
of all races and creeds into one loyal corps, direct,ly 
attached to the throne, he established a sort of feudal, 
but not hereditary, aristocracy, called nianruixlu,·H, 
who were in receipt of salaries or held lands direct 
from the crown, during the pleasure of the sovereign, 
on condition of military service. The dangers 0£ a 
possible territorial aristocracy, into which this body 
of life-peers might have developed, were minimized 
by a rigorous system of inspection and a careful 
supervision of the rent-collectors 1 . The system worked 
admirably so long as it was strictly carried out. For 
nearly a century Hindu and Persian nobles loyally 
served their common sovereign in war and in the 
civil government of the country. It broke down only 
when religious intolera.nce sapped its strength. 

Akbar's son, Salim, who ascended the throne with 
the title of JaMngu, in October, 1605, at the age of 

1 See my Hi&turJI of tM Jloghwl Empm,r, illustraltd 'by tltdr O:,i,u, re­
Printed from the ' Catalogue of Indian Coins in the British Musoum,' 
PP. xv fr., from which pnrt of the preeent chapter is derived. 
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tbirty-sev-cn, offered .:a Btriking-eontrast to his .ieoom­
parable· fa.tber, age.inst -whom he had openly re'belle4, 
His temper was violent and he was & nofntiollfl 
drunkard. In his astonishingly candid •Memoirs; he 
rela.tes how (like his wretched brothers llud,d and 
J)e.niyal) he had been addicted to intoxicating .liquol'8 

froJn the age of eighteen, and used to drink as madl 
a.s tv.~.nty cupR a. day, at first of wine, then of' double­
distilled liquor ' of such potency that it made Sir 

Thomas .Roe, tho l3ritish ambassador, sneeze, to tho de­
light of tho whole Court. As he got older, he reduced 
his potations. but still W&S in the ha.bit of becoming un­

conscionably muddled every night, insomuch that at 

supper he had to bo fed by bis servants, after which 'be 
tw·~ed to sleep, the candles were popped out,' says 
Sir Thomns, 'a.nd I groped my way out in the da.1:k.' 
But, sot as he was, Jahangfr was no fool He kept 

his orgies for the evening, and during tho day he was 
s9briety personified. None of his nobles dared risk 
the faintest odour of wino at the daily levees; and 

rui indiscreet reference to the ' obliterated' revels of 

the previous night was -severely punished. The 
Emperor even werit so far as to· issue a virtuous 

edict l!-g~nst intemperance, and, like his contemporary 
James I, wrote a. treatise a.gain.st tobacco, though he 

$id nothing a.bout his favourite opium. 

He must ha.ve inherited a. splendid constitution 
from Akbar aud his mother, a. Rajput princess, for 
his debauehery does not seem to have materially 

injured his mind or body. Sir Thomas Roe formed 
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a. fa.vour.a.hle opinion of his intelligence, and there can 
be no question that he displayed commendable energy 
in Il}&intaining bis a;uthority throughout his wide 
dominions, m suppressing the rebellion of his eldest 
son, and in directing campaigns in the Deccan a.nd 

against the ~i put chiefs. Ja.hangir cannot be credited, 
it is true, with the genius of initiative; but be was 
wise enough to continue the policy of bis father, and 
this policy still retained the loyalty of the Hindus. 
His toleration a.rose more from indifference than from 
a. liberal mind; lrnt Muslim a.a he professed to be, he 
showed the same indulgence towards Hindus and 
Christians as AklJar had displa.yed. He too was a. 
patron of Christi.an a.rt : pictures and statues of the 
Madonna formed part of the decoration of his palacri:;. 

No doubt tho suce<!sS of bis government.was largely 
due to the abilities of his statesmen and generals; but 
the Emperor ha<l wit and power enough to have taken 

bis own line, if ho had not preferred wisely to follow 
in the steps of his father. Towards the end of his 
reign, indeed, ho fell completely under the influence 

of his imperious and gifted queen, the celebrated N ur­
Jahan, who practically ruled the empire, with th~ ai9, 
of her brother, .Asar Khan; and the effects of her sway 

were seen in the weakening of the old military spirit 
of the Mughals, the ch-iving of the most ca.p~ble of the 
Emperor's tiODS, Prince Khurram, into open rebellion, 
th.: increase of the pernicious practice of farming out 
the provincial governments, the spread of brigandage, 

and the m0nstrous c11pidity of ~he Court in the matter 
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of gifts. No one ever dreamt of coming to the Em­
fess or her ministers empty-handed. 

p Jaha.ngir died suddenly in November, 162.7, at the 

a.~e of 1ifty-eight, whilst on hi~ way ha.ck from his uau~l 
,mmer visit to the refreshing valleys of Kashmir. 

: fter a. brief ~ela.y, during which his gr_andson ~ulaki 
v/M provisionally i:-ct on the throne w1th the title of 

oawar-Bakhsb, Prince Khurra~n assumc_d the sceptre 
• Aura in January, 162.8, with the title of Shah­a11 o 

J ,ilian, or' King of the World.' . 
Like his father, Sbah-Jahan was the offaprmg of a 

,,Pion with a Rajput princess, a daughter of the proud 

Jtaja of Marwa1·, and had mo1·e Indian than Mughal 
lood in his veins. Yot he was a good Muhammadan 

bf the orthodox Sunni profession, compared with his 
" h' h ,nceston1. and showed a tinge of intolerance w 1c 
1 

.,.., wholly foreirrn to his easy-going father and 
,,.... 0 

1,road-minde<l grandfather. Ilis orthodoxy was fos-
cere<l by tbo influence of bis best-beloved wife, MumMz­
,Iaball, the mother of all his fourteen children, whose 

11100umcnt, erected by a. devoteg husband, is the famous 

l'aj at Agra. But Shah-Jaban was too prudent a king 

,o let religion override ata.tesr:pa.nship. He did not 
,,bjcct to the presence of J esuit missionaries, and, like 

\.kbax, he employed Hin<l(1s to command his a.rmies. 
rhe wars of his rdgn were unimportant: the Deccan 

,vas, as usual, a. source of trouble, but the kingdoms of 
Uijapur and Golkonda were brought to temporary 
~ubrou;sion and compelled to pay tribute; and so,·eral 
~ampaigns were unde1 ta.ken in the hope of recovering 
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Kandahar from the Persians. In these ware tho 

Emperor's son Aurangzib won his spurs. 
The rf'ign of Shah-Jah:in is notable chieily ft1r 

peaceful prosperity. His ministertl were men of the 
higbe8t ability. Sa' d-AUah 'AIM.mi, a con;verted 
Hindu, WM the most upright statesman of his ago ; 
and 'AH Jla.rJan and Asaf Khan were men of approved 
intearitv nod energy. The French traveller Tavor-o ~ 

nier speaks of the gracious government of tho Em-
peror as 'like that of a. father over his family,' a.nd 
hears witness to tho HCcurity of the roads and the just 
n.1lmini:.;tration of tho law. A Bindt't writer of the 
time vu•t1 with bis .M uhammadnn a.o<l Christian con­

t .. mporari<•s in extolling the equity of Shah-,Tab:h1's 
rnlc. hh1 w,s~ and lilwral adminii.;tration of the land, 

the probity of his courts of law, his personal auditing 
of the aceounts, and the prosperity of tho counLry 

rt>snltiog from all the:se cauS<.'l'I. 
The general tranquillity of the empire left Shah­

,Tahan ample leisuro Lo indulg<' in bi::\ favourilu pa .. ;i;ion 

for display. To this day, his great works at Agra. 
anJ his :,;plemlid palace at Now Delhi te:-. tify to his 
grandiost: couccptionl'I of architcr.ture. He chris tened 
his new city Shahjahanal,a,i, an,! for generations this 
was tlu• only nnm,, given to 1>1·lhi on coins an,l in 

official 1locuments. It was ,·omplotc<l in 1648, :ift.M· 
being ten years a-building, uud; acconling to all 
accounts, it mu:st have been the mo:-,t magnificent 
palace on the face of the earth 1• H e is saiJ to hav~ 

1 See below, p. 93. 
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possessed a set of travelling tents, ma.de in Kashmir, 
which took two months to pitch in succession. His 
coronation anniversaries were kept with the utmost 
splendo1;1r and extravagance. Ou these festivals he 
was weighed in the Mugha.1 fashion a.gs.inst the 
precious metals, nnd bowls of costly j ewels were 
poured over him, a.11 of which, to the value of a. 

million and a. half, were ordered to be distributed 
to the people on the following day. Yet with all 
his magnificence, Shab-Jahan was never a.r rO!•ant. 
He discontinued the obnoxious ceremonial of pro­
stration before the royal presence ; and h(' was 

renowned for his kindness and bonevolenc1), which 
endeared him to the peoplo. No other Mughal 
Emperor wa.'3 ever so beloved 88 Sbab-Jahan. 

As he grew old, bis benevolence and popularity 

did not decrease, but he abandoned himself mor~ 
and more to pleasure, and allowed himself to be 

managed by his children. His favourite wife, the 
lady of tho Taj, had died in 1631, in giving birth 
to their fourteenth child, and her husband bad 
centred his affection upon his eldest daughter, J &.han­
Ara, with so much fervour as. to cause D'> Httle 
scandal, while he also denied himself none of the 
more transitory joys of the zenana. He hr~ been 
a grave stern man in bis prime, an energetic 
Rolclier, and a prudent counsellor: at the age of sixty­
four be was a sensual pleasure-loving pageaut of 
roy&lty, given over to ease and the delighf.6 or the 

eye:-

T H E HERJTAGE OF AKBAR 

, Oh ! bad be still that. ChRJ"&Ctf'r maiotain'd 
Of Valour, whid>. in brooming Youth he pln'tl, 
He pn,mis('d in hi& Ea:1t a gfori(H, .. Rilrf-': 
Now, sunk from his Meridian. ll<lt~ apn,·•·. 
Rut :l!I lhu Sun, when hfl from Nv"n •l1:..llnns, 
Anet with a l>n.tfod h('At ll'"l! ln·nel'ly sho,11_, ... , 
84,,.m,,; t n ltT()W mild!'I' t\.'4 hfl !toed nvrtl)', 

P t...a,in~ lt10&11eli ,, ith t he re01uius ,,f n,,Ji , 
-;,, be "·hn, ,n hill You th~ for Gl,iry strvvc. 
Would reeom:pen.<ie hut age with f a,..• ,uul Lovn'.' 

17 

The harden of state- interfered with his enjoyment, 
and he sought to de-vel ve his power upon his four 
sons. tt, ea.ch ~ wh-em he ga,n the vieeroyo.lty of 
ono or b is distant provinces, in the hope 0£ sLillini 
tb,•ir n e-ver-rnding jenJ0usics, and cemoving them 
fn m opportunities fo_i: unfiUal ambition. The s1!eptre 
was fa}ljng from• his ha.nd, and he sought to sr cnre 
p<'a.<'t' for his old age by brea,king- it into pieces. ThP 
m1stn.kc soon beeaime apparent. The fragments of 
thl· S<'t>ptrc, like the rods of the Egyptian sorcl'rcrs, 
turn<'•l into i;o many serpent.'i, which hissed about 
his throne. and strangled the 11umnOJ1tt of his power, 
till tl,e rn,l of Aurangzib swnJlowc,I up the rest , a.nd 

wiLh them the Peacock Throne. 
lt wal-' t lw tradition of Mughn.l monarchy that the 

dv in~ H<'S of Lhc father· al\oulJ w itnci;a the r<'bellion 
• 0 ~ 

of till' :11,n. AkbR.r had forgiven his undutiful heir 
Ja.hangir on h is death-bed. $hab-Jahan was himself 
in r(•volt when his parent died. It was now his turn 
to !\uffcr tho Ii kc fa.lo. In 1657 he was afflicted with_ 
n mnla.Jy ·which, in the words of Bernier, the ever 

• J ry,l ,•11 , hr,ny Z,ti.,, • Con,;l.nble's Oriental M.isc.,llauy,' vol ,ii. 

• 892 ) l'· 55. 
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polished French physician and traveller, 'it were 
unbecoming to describe.'. The self-indulgence of the 
old sensualist ha.cl hrouglit its retribution. It was 
generally fearc1l tlia(, the d i:-c1tsc 'YOU 1<1 prove fa.ta.I: 
reports of his death were freely circuhLtcd, and each 
of the Princci. at oucc prepared to fight for tho 
crown:-

• A"' ~t a i.i::unl, tf rc,ight th,, s,•ns pn·p.1r«1 
Fnr ,.,w.-11 fore,•, aud ,u~h to 1<ud<lt•n "· r: 
:Mcc-,l.Jng r,kr ,•i nd.I l ,rok,, 1,,..,, .. upon lhe M"n in. 
Tr> pron, by Arms, who,,c J:':\lt' H ,,.,~ lo R?iCTi.' 

Whoscsocvcr fa.ti•. it should be, th,• m:w Emperor 
v.oul<l hav~ to con tro,nt <lifft•r('nt circum:;lanccs frum 

hls predecessor~. AkLar's 0 1·6anizati<Jn ha<l wol<le<l 
un empiro out of heterogcm,oui.; materials wilh mar­

vellous aucceS:-, Lut tLcre w,•re flaws in the work, 
which tbreabmc<l to develop mto s, rious cleavage. 

T ol~ra.lion La,l hi-od inditforcuco, and succcs::. hrul 
cnifJ\dt,ed lux ury. the hardy tr(Jopcr~ of Ba.lJ..h hail 
gro'A., sofl in Ll10 Capua of the Ja.rnna, allll their 

rel_igioui co11v11·tio11s had gom! tho way of tLc Depnly 
of ;,ehaio. 'they had thrown away their old standard 
of manliness m11l lrn.<l 1,ecome fops and cpicw~s. Two 
of A k b11 r ·~ son,-, dtl-d of <lriuk, and the ha.bit of in-· 

loxi1·1ui1111 had licco1M so un iversal among the nobles 
mid ofliciuls that c,·cn the chief Kazi used to smu,,.,te 

00 

Li~ ,laity dram ioto hii; house of a. morning. In short, 

'the heroic soldicr8 of the early empire, and their 
not l1 ·:--s l1noic .wives, had givi:n placu to a viciow1 
and ddicutc hrced of grandees. 'l'Lu a.ucc1;lor:- or 
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Aurangzib, wl10 swooped down on India. from thu 
north, were ru,ld y men iu Loots: the courtiers n.m91tg 
whom Aurang-.tlb grew up were pale persons in petti­
coats. Bal,a.r, the founder of the empire, ha.tl swum 

every river which ho met with dul"ing thirty yeari.' 
campaigning; tho luxurious nobles around the youthful 
Au1 angziu wore skirts made of innumerable fol, Ii of 

tho finest white muslin, and went t..o war in pa.hin­
kins.' The rough l,reath of their higl1lan<l birth-place 
was changed to sickly essences; an<l tlw ol<l hattlc-cry 

of Allah had become a hollow symbol of the rel igion 
thry hail stu,lie<l to forget. Chihli.-ih t-u pt:n,Lition or 

i111potc1tt indifference had ta.ken tho place or the o!J 
failh; anJ immorality and debauchery had followed 

close upon the loosening of the religious bond. 
Against tho Mughals-a. term which by tbiR time 

meant nny Indian Muslim with a fair complexion, 
and implied very little Mugha.l ulood-thc new Em­
peror could set tho Rajput.-;, the pick of tho warriors 

of llinM1st.fo, who had been loyal servants to three 

successive '.\fogha.l kings, but whoso fidelity Jepcnde<l 
upon the respect paid to their prejudices an,l customs. 

They might either be the flower of tho Imperial army, 
or its most formidable foe. The new E111pcror had 

it in his power to deeidc which it ahou lJ Le. 
To ntrieve tho growing effeminacy of the Mughals, 

to atla:ch or curb the Rajputs, t,o check tlio tendency 
of pToyincial governors to transmit their presl ige to 
their s<Jts and found dynasties, to put a I.cart into 
a dccn.ying system and a. faith into a listless 1:,oul,-
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such were the problems whi-ch confronted. the Eon 
of Sha.h-J"a.han. who shouid succeed: to, hi& father'a 
11plen,lid but cankering power. It was a. task for a 
prophet like· Muhammad, or such a king as Theodoric. 
The qu('stion wrut, shomd it be done by the zeal of 
the Lorcf, or by the compromise of the man of the 

world1 



CHAPTER I 

THE PRINCE 

TuE four sons of Shah-Jabf.n who made ready in 

1 657 to fight for their apparently dying fa.ther'a 
throne were Dar, the eldest, a ma.n of forty-two, 
Shuj~', a ycnr younger, A.urangzib, almost thirty-nine, 
nn<l Mur~d-Ba.khsh, the youngest, then in his thirty­
fourth )Cnr 1. Their char&ete1'8 have been dr&wn by 
Bcrnit'r, who knew Dua and Aur&ngzib persone.lly, 
l\Dd 11.ctcd a.q physicie.n to each in succession. Dul. 
~huk6h, he tells us, wa.s not wanting in good quali­
til's, anJ could be both gracious and generous; but 
he was inordinately conceited and self-satisfied, very 

prnuu of his intellectual gifts, a.nd extremely intole~t 
of advice OJ1d contradiction, ,vhich easily roused his 
imperious and violent Mugha.1 temper. Though 

, Tlw t mn,-1:'ltivn nf thNll' 1mmH i8 Dlinl, King; Shoji', Valiant; 
Aurnng1.ih, Thro11o•nru1W1ent; Munld -Bnkhsh, ])o,ii.re-at.tai~ 
Sh:lh-.Talu\n Ju\d nltogutbor fourt1'<'n childron, all b! ~ wife 
Mumtaz M11hnll whom hi' married in 1612, nnd who died 1.n r63L 
8i'C wcro girlg ~ 11 ,•ighL boys. Sov1•n of Lhem di!\d ininfAlncy_; the 
unmes of thosu who grow up 11ro given in the ann_ex:ed pedigr~e, 
whcl"\• tho prin1."t'N!e:1 an• printed 1n italics. Th1t Princess Kudi,1ya 
ww, I\Pl'&nnlly allJO known as Gohar-Ani.. 
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nomin ,lly a Muhammadan in outwa.rd formi-, ht> wa ~ 

n•a11) all thint-r'> to all men, and prided hirnSt>lf on 
hi,; lirl' tull h of ,iew; accepting uhilosophi«·nl i'1<'ns 
from Ll1c Jhahnmu~ who lived upon rus bounty anu 
kw lint, a ,yr 1r··1thNic ear to tbe religious 1<11t:t:t-'I 11ms 

of th( Ht. v .. 1('1111 Father Bu6l:o of the Cv•n F>:rny uf 
,Jt-!.u.,. Il e wrntt• Lrcatises on compa.ro.Ltv4' ~h~vloty , 
in whi~h 111' mui11taiocd that 'infidelity' and r~:l:1111 

wcr ' , h 11 •f. b, in sisters. 

H h·i h<'en suggested that Dara's wide rcligiou~ 
sympal h ic:. were assumed for political 1·('n.1;o11::;. i11 ordnr 
lo wi11 t V,: •· the trihuta.r1 H.\Jai;, and tht• Cl,ristinn~ 
v.h,, I nu lii:J di tbE: Lc~t gunners for tit<• artill<'ry. 
witl1 :.i. v, cw fo Lliu coming struggle (o:· tl1c tli ro11l': but 

ii i, 1 wrc l,l~cl_y tl1ttt he WWi huncl)tly tr) ing. ncco1d­
in!;! t,, l, j,; li:..(11(::1. to trcatl the pa.th \\l11·n·m Aklmr 
lirvl \', I • . .\s \\ ill bl. seen, Dar:'i.':, '•~111111 1"1 pated 
itli-Hs ,1 11 h 1111 lllOl'C hurm Llia,t goou, :uad ti,rn,,,d U 

p 1·•l1 xf 111r 111-; u, ,- truclion. Hut a.part fr11111 his crc-;d 

rn· · .;1· 1ici,m, lio \\l\S a. n ervous, scnsi ti v~. impvlslvo 
,..- ltm Juli of fine fceling1:; and vi, irJ e1noll11 'lsJ 
1" "·, r 111 1'-lu· of h.ii,,sclf or of others, a.11d lio blo r o 
lu:-,• 1,i: "l'lf-control just when cool jmlgr111t-u1 1,111" 

nu,,,t 111 l'<·~•ary. HP might have l><'ell JI. Pf)"~ ot 
n t1 arn,,;1·111knlal philosophe,:; he could 11 .. ver b, ,e 
b, ,,.,., 1l• :' ltulcr or l11d1a. 

H's n,-~ I rolhcr, Shaja', had rnoro will ond j ,,~, 

"1 ,·.,um <•f cLamcti·r than Da1·a. Ifo "ag b, 11 v•. 
di,, r~·l'l, ~ulille, 1111(1 a dexterous diplomutisi., H• 

" ' " w 110,~ LV LriLc lhe Hiudu chiefs, arni succtridtd 
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in jntnrosting the gl'eat Maharaja. of M.arwar, Jaswant 
Singh, in his cause. He professed himself a Sbfi, or 
follower of' .A.li, in order to secure the adhesion of tho 
powerful Persian lords. But he had a fa.ta.l weakness: 
• he wa.<J too much a. slave to his pleasures; and once 
surrounded by his women, who were exceediJ1gly nu­
merous, he would pass whole days and nights in dan­
cing, singing, and drinking wine. H e presented his 
favourites with rich robes, and increased or diminished 
thmr allowances as the passing fancy of the mo1nent 
prompted. No courtier who consult.etl bis own in­
tcrc::;t would attempt to detach him from this mode of 

life: the business of government [be was viceroy of 

]3cnga.l] therefor e often languished, and the affections 
of hh3 subjects were in a great measure a.lienateu 

1
.' 

It is recorded of the !rreat Kbalif Al-Mans(u·, the true 
~ 

founder of the 'Abbasid empire,_ that when he was 
cngngcd in a war, b e never looked upon the face of 

woman till be hau triumphed. Shuja.' might well 
have emulated bis example. No Mughal sovereign 
who shut himself up in the seraglio, and neglected to 

sbow himself constantly to his subjects a.n.d listen to 
th1:ir complaints, hacl any chance of retaining bis 
m,ecndancy ove1· them. Shuja's zenana.·wa.s the p1·ison 

of his career. 
M ur{\u-13akbRh, the youngest son of SMh-Jahan, 

wu.s 11, gallant swashbuckler , brave as a lion, frank 

1 
1:,,rni,,r, Tra«ls, translated by Arch. Constable 189r) , T'P· 1, 8. 

'To I lo i t< 1Hlition, published as vol. i . of • Cun,11.lbl,.'s Orie ntal 
Mi,.,·,,11:iny,' all s11bse4uont quolntions from Bernier refor. 
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and open as the day ; a. fool in politics d . , a. espiser of 
statecraft, a.nd a. firm believer in ru<ld t l H y see. e wai:1 
the terror of th.e battle-field and th b t f ' e es o good 
fellows over a. bottle. No one could b bette . e r trusted 
in a melley; none was more fatuous 1·n il . coul).C or more 
reckless in a debauch. The he edi'-A . -. . r .,,,.ry passion for 
wme, which bad descended from Baba to b' . . . r 1s pos-
terity, found a. w1llm"' victim · this aJ..i n· . . 0 m v a.nt boor 

1B name Justified itself in accordance ·th h' . lim · · . WJ 1s mental 
itat1ons: his 'desires' were indeed 'attained', but 

they were the sort of desires which lead to p d't' T . · er 1 10n. 
. ':'o prmcesses played an important pa.rt . th 
llltngues which circled round the sick-bed o;nthei; 
father. The elder, Jahan-Ara, or 'World-adorner' , 
known a!! Begam Sahib, or Princess Royal was h ' . 
father's da.rlin17 B ·r 1 ' er o' eaut1 u and' of lbely parts' h 
devoted herself to the solace of his old a 'sh_e 
unbounded nfid . aoe, won 18 

.. . co ence, and, m the absence of any 
preemmcnt Quee t d li . M n, exer e un m1ted influence in th 

_u~ha.l C~urt. No intrigue or piece of jobbery coul: 
p1osper w1thout her aid and the b d she ' a.n some presents 
thin::: al~ays receiving from those who had any­
fi, o . ga.m from the Emperor, added to her m1.1,17ni-

cent pm-mon d h o ey, ma e er extremely wealthy Sb 
was condemned to th I . e 
the state f . 1 e usua. fate of Mugba.l priuoesscs 
India. o sin~ e blessedness, because no a.lJ is.nee i~ 

was coD1ndered rtb f or be wo y o the Princeas Royal 
cause no great Lord d ' with the 

O 
. • care to burden himself 

of an im ~press1:e glory of becoming the husband 
penous wife. Princesses did not conduce to 
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I b b ld ~1'he domt·stic peace in a, po yga.mous ousc o . 
Prine<.·,.., Royal is said, howuver, hke some other 

9Mndrs <'l hon11ttes dnme.-i de 1x,r le 'l>t011Cle, to bavo 
eon:-,,lPcf hcllielf. In politics, she was a warm all) of 
Di'in'i. and cxertec.l all her influence.wit,h the King on his 
behnll' Her younger sister, Haushan-Ara, or' Brilliant 
Orna111t·nt,' on the other hand, was a staunch support.er 
of A urang1.ib, and cordially hated UJC Princess ltoyal 
:md her eldest brother. So long a::; Dar6. liveu, she 
had 1i ttJo power, but she wo.t.chcd zealously over 
A urn11g1.ib's interests, ancl kept him const.antly iu­
fol'llH'tl of all that went; op. at Court. She was not 
so l1arnh;ome as 'lier sister; but this dio not prevent 
her liavino- her little affairs, without whicl.i a spinstor's 

0 

life in the zenana bad few distra.ctiona. 
Amangzib, the third son of Sblib-Jahan, was born 

on the night of the 4th of November, 1618, a.t Dhucl, 
on the Lorders of l\Ulwa, neru:ly half-way Letwren 
Barnun. and Uljain. His father ,~as at that time 
Viceroy of the Deccan province, but tho future em­
peroi· was only two years old when Sbah-Jaban fell 
into disgrace with the Court, and was forced to fly, 
fighting the while, through Telingana and Beng~, 
and three or four yea.rs passed before he could again 
r esume his place in the Deccan. At last he offered 
his submission and apologies to Jabangir, and was 
allowed t o r emain undisturbed, on condition that be 
sent two of his sqns, Dara and Aurangzib, as hostages 
to the Court at Agra (1625). Nothing is known of 
the life of the child during the yea.rs of civil war, or 

27 
of bis captivity under the jealous eyes of Queen N t"rr­
J a.Mn. Nor is anything rooorded of Lj,s boylJood, 
from the clay when, at the age of nine, Le 1,aw his 
father nscencl the th1·one, to the year 1636, when the 
yo~th of i;evu,tt-en was appointc<l to the important 
otlfoe of Governor of the Deccan. The chiltlhood of 
an eastern p1:i11ce is usually uneventful. Aurangz1b 
Jou btless 1·ccc1 vcd the ordinary education of a :\Iuslim 
w~ taught hi~ Kornn, and ,veil grounded in the mys: 
ten es o~ Ara}nc grammar and the various scholastic 
accomplishment.'! wliich s till make up t.ho orthodox 
body of learning in the East; H o certai'nl . d . . . · y acquire 
a fac1lit! m verse, au<l tho prose style of his Persian 
letters JS much atlu1in•d in India. In later y ca.rg 

he com~aincd of Lhc r111.1Tow course of ::;tudy set 
heforc him 1,y J,is iguorn,nt-or at lea..c::t conventional 
-t1.1_tor 1, and llrcw a skeldt of what the education of 
a Prince ought to he. 'l'o his early religious ti·aining 
howover, Le prohablv owed his decided bent t d' 
M ,r . . · owar s 

us t'.n p~ntamsm, wl1ieb was at once his distinct.ion 
anJ 111s rum. · 
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Aurnng-,dl/s earl.r government of th D 
nomin 1 . 1 e eccan was a 

a Ju e. The young prince seems to have been 
more occ · d 'l 
t'- . uprn w, h thoughts of the world to come 
uan with meas ' Ji h . . 

l.c h . urea or t e subJugat1on of the earth 
neo.t Ins cy·es p . bl h 

. oss1 j t e pomp and t J>agea.ntry of h. f. L , . emp y 
''ll-rne~L J~ at er s aumptuo.us Court set the 
.. L . ) vu11g mind thinking of the 'vanity of bu 

\\ 1:-. t•s ' . . . man 
, or some Judicious friend may have instilled 

' Sec liefow, p . 76. 
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into the receptive soul the painful leeaons to be drawn 
from the ea.relea self-indulgenoo of too ma.ny of his 
royal relatives. Whatever the in6oimce, it is clear 
that he had early learnt to look upon fife as & serious 
business. In 1643, when only twenty-four, he an­
nounced his intention of retiring from tile world, &nd 

a.etua.lly took up his abode in the wild .regions of the 
West.ern Ghats (where Dr. Fryer was shown his re­
treat) a.nd adopted the rigorous system of self-morti­
fication which distinguished the fakir or mendicant 
friar of I.slam. 

This extraordinary proceeding, far more bizarre in 
a ;-outhful .Mugh&l prince than in the elderly, gouty, 
and disappointed Emperor Charles V, has beon set 
down l,y some of his critics to Auraogzib's subtle 

calculation e.od hypocrisy. It is insinoak"<i that the 

pretence of indifference to the seductions of power 
was designedly adopted with a view to hoodwink his 
contemporaries as to his rea.l ambition. There is, 
however, no reasonable ground for the inllinuation, 

which is but one of many instances of the way in 
which Aurangzib's biographers have ridden to death 
their theory of his duplicity. So fa.r from prov­

intr o( service to him, bis choice of a life of devotion t, 

only drew down hie father's severe wrath. The P1·ince 

was punished by the stopping of his pay, the loss of 
his rank and estates, and his deposition from the 
governorship of the Deccan. Hie own family were un­

do\1bte<l1y impressed with hie religious character, and • 
his eldest brother Paira, with the superior air of an 

29 
' emancipated ' &gn08tic, called him , that . t , . b . 

· b sam , ut 1t 
remains to e proved that·they were d . d . 
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ece1 ve m their 
est imate of their brother -a rare . 

. • experience among 
eJose rdat1ona,-or that hie accepted 'iu d 

· I h · 1 .,.~ as a evotee 
ratse1 ts c iara.cter in the estimation of either the 
noh)<•s or the people. Moreover h d h be 
d J • • ' a e on so 

~<'Py dcs1grung an impostor, he would have pl&yed 
lus part so long as was necessary to d 1 hi 

eve op 8 plans . 
he would ha.ve waited till the op rt 't ' 

. . po uni y came to 
str1kc. for which ho was wat.ehio., . hi 

1 I . . . g m s onely cell. 
n11t('t1.tl of tins, m a. year's time A .tb 
f I . . orangz1 was out 

o us $Cclus1on, exercising all the po f v· 
. . wers o a 1ceroy 
in 

thc n nportant province of G(1J·a...<t H r 111 
• ence,orwa.rd 

we shn.11 see him always to the r h 
. . ,ore w en war was 

gomg on , kecpmg himself steadily befiore th f 
th J e eyes o 

~ J>l'Op e. The truth seems to be that his tem orar 
n•ttromeu~ from the world was the youthful i!puls~ 
of a. ruorb1d nature excited by religious enth . 
Th~ novelty of the expt>riment soon faded awao~~a.sm. 
fakir g rew heartily tired of hie retreat. and th ) , the 
l')riuce return d to . • e young 
. e ca.rry out his notiona of asceticism 
in a sphere where they were more credit.a.bl I. h' 
Bl'lf d · l e to 18 
. - ~nui. • a.nd more operative ·upon the great, world 

: :~h: ch he was born to work. . He was not destined 

' Deedless dreamer, lazying out a life or self-11uppl"8il&ion : • 

his ascet" · d 
. . ic mm was fated to influence the course of 

an empll'e. 

The youthful dream W"° soon d" 11 d 
~ 1spe e , and the . 
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erewhile fakir became a eta.tesman and a leader of 
armies. In February, 16471 SMh-Jahan raised him to 
the rank of a ?lta:naabdar of 15,000 personal and 1 o,boo 
horse, and ordered him to take command. of the pro­
vinces of Balkh and Ba.da.kbsMn, on the north-west . 
side of the Hindu Kush, whicij. had lately: been adqed 
to the Mugba.1 Empire. '£bey had once been the 
dominion of B'-bar, the grandfather of Akbar, and it 
had long been the ambition of SMb-J&han to a-ssert 
hie dormant claim a.nd recover the territory of hie 
renowned ancestor. He even aspired to use these 
provinces as stepping-stones to the recovery of the 
ancient kingaom of Samarkand, once the ca.pita.I of 
a. still earlier and more fa.moue ancestor, Timur, the 
' Scourge of God.' This kingdom: with the dependent 
provinces of Balich and Badakhshan, now belonged to 
the Uzbegs, who were gove1:11ed by a member of the 
Astra.khan dynasty, ultimately descended, like their 
Indian anta.goniste, from Jinghiz Kaan. Their sway, 
however, was but a shadow of .the power which 
Tamerlane had bequeathed to his successors; and 
the Persian general 'Ali Mardan, accompanied by the 
youngest Imperial Prince, Murad-Bakhsh, at the head 
of 50,000 horse and 10,000 foot and artillery, ha:d ac­
complished, though not without severe fighting, the 
conquest of Balkh and the neighbouring cities in 1645. 

The difficulty, however, was not so much how to 
ta.ke, but bow to keep, this distant region, separated 
by the snowy ranges of the Hindu Kush from the rest 
of the Empire, inaccessible in winter, and exposed at 
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all times to the attack of the indomitable hill tribes, 
who have always made tho government of the 
mount..'tm region a thankless task to every ruler who 
bas attempted to subdue them. When Aura.ngzfb 
reached the scene of his government, be soon per­
ceived the character of the country and its defenders, 
and like-a· wise general counselled a retreat from a.n 
untenable position. He made terms with tlie King 
of the Uzbcgs, restored the useless provinces, and began 
bis march home. It was now October, and no time 
was to be lost in re-crossing the mountains. A long 
scene of disaster ensued, though Aurangzib, in concert 
with his Persian and Indian advisers, took every 
precaution, and personally superintended the move­
~1cnt. The bill men hovered about the flanks of the 
retreating Rajputs, cut off detached partjes, and 
barasi;l•d every step. The baggage fell over preci­
pices: the Hazaras bristled above the narrow defiles· 

I 

the Hindu K11sh was under snow, which fell for five 
days ; ancl 5000 men, to say nothing of horses, 
elephants, camels, and other boasts of burden, died 
from cohl and exposure. It was but a dejected frost­
bitten reinnant of the anny that reached Kabul; and 
Shah-Jahau's precious scheme of aggrandizement bad 
cost the exchequer more than two million pounds. 

Aurangzib's next employment was equally un­
successful. Kandahar, which had belonged to the 
Shah <>f l>ersia., bad been suncndered to the Muo-ba.ls 
ten ~·ears hcfore (1637) by its able and ambi~ious 
governor, 'Ali Mardan, who speedily wiped out his 
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treachery to the old master by distinguished servicE'.s 
to the new, not o-nly in w&r, but in eucli worke of 
peace as the well-known canal at Delhi, which still 
be&re his name. Towa.rds the close of 1648 the 
Perei&ns besieged the city, and Aura.ngzib and the 
great minister, S&'d-All&b 'Allami, accompanied by 
Raj& Jai Singh a.nd his Raj puts, were sent to relieve it. 
The Mughal &fmy numbered 60,000 horse and 10,000 

inf&nl.ry &nd &rtillery. Before they reached K,bul, 
however, Kandab,r had fallen ; and measures were 
&ceordingly taken for & siege. In M&y, 1649, the 
M ughale opened their batteries, &nd mines and 
countermines, sallies &nd aas&ults, went on with great 
vigour for four months. The army, however, ha.d 
come for & pitched battle, not for a eiege, and there 

were no heavy guns. By September little progress 
ba.d been ma.de, and the winter was coming on. 
Aurangzib h&d experienced one winter retr..iat in the 
mountains, and he would not risk & second. The 
&nny retired to K,bul. 

In the spring of 1652, a.nother attempt was m&de to 
recover Ka.ndahu, &nd Aurnngzib was again sent 
with S&'d-All&h, at the head of an army 'like the 
waves of the sea,' with a siege-tra.in, including eight 
heavy and twenty light guns, and 3000 camels carry­
ing ammunition. But the frontiers were strong and· 
vigorously defended ; the besiegers' guns were badly 
served, &nd two of tbem burst; the enemy's sallies and 
steady fire drove ha.ck th~ engineers; and after two 
mont.hs and eight days the siege was again abandoned. 
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Nor was a.n even more determined le~l7tler by Prince 
Dua early in the following year any more successful, 
though some of bis 01·dnance projected shot of nearly 
a hundredweight. 

Th~ campaigns in Afghanistan a.nd beyond the 
Hindu Kush are of no impor-tance in the history of 
India, except as illustrating the extremA difficulty· of 
holding the mountain provinces from a distant centre, 
whether it be Delhi or Calcutta ; but they were of the 
greatest service to Aurangzib. They put him in touch 
with tho imperial army, and enabled him to prove his 
courage and genemlsh.ip in the eyes of the best soldiers 
in the land. It is not to be supposed that, with 
tried commanders like 'Ali Mardan, Jai Singh, and 
Sa'd-Alla.h, at his side, Aurangzib enjoyed the real com­
mand. He was doubtless at first more a nominal than 
an acting general,-a. princely figure-head to decorate 
the war-ship of proved officers. But as timo went on, 
opportunities occurred for the exercise of bis personal 
courage and tactical skill. The genera.ls learnt to 
appreciate him at bis true value, and the men dis­
covered that their Prince was as cool and stea.dy a. 

l~e~ as the best officer in li;tdia.. When they saw 
him, m the midst of a battle with the Uzbegs, at the 
hour of evening prayer, C&lmly dismountina and 
performing his religious rites under fire, 

0 

they 
recognised the mettle of the man. Henceforth every 
soldier and statesman in HindusMn knew that 
whatever time should briner forth in the future of th~ e . o 
mpire, Aurangzib was a factor to be reckoned with. 
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He ha.a gone 9ver the mountains a.n unltnown 
quantity, a. reputed devotee, with no military record 
to give him prestige. He ca.me ha.ck an approved 
general, a. man of tried courage and powers of 
endure.nee, a. prince whose wisdom, coolness and 
resolution had been tested and acclaimed in three 
a.rduous ca.mpa.igns. The wars over the north-west 
frontier had ended a.s such wars have o~.en en,ded 
since, but they had done for Aura.ngzib wba.t they did 
for Stewart and Roberts; they placed their leader in 
the front rank of Indian generals. After Balkb a.nd 
Kandahar, the Prince was recognized a.s the coming 
man. 

CHAPTER II 

THE FIGHT FOR THE THRONE 

THE inevitable destiny of a. prince who ha.d dis­
played such ability a.nd energy ID the campaigns in 
AfgMnistan was to govern the ever-disturbed province 
of the Deccan. The record of what Aurangzi"b did 
there in 1655-7 will find its place in a later chapter 1 ; 

here it s~ffices to say tha.t his dealings with the 
Muhammadan kingdoms of Golkonda and Bijapur 
added greatly to his renown both as a general a.nd 
as a diplomatist. In the midst of his successes, he 
was called away to face the crisis of his life. Tu tho 
autumn of 1657, as has already been · related, his 
father, Sha.h-JaMn, was reported to be · sick unto 
death. A fratricidal struggle for the crown at once 
began, in which Aurangzib took the principal part. 
It was no child's play, for all the four brothers were 
mature men of fixed cha.ra.cters and definite aims, 
and each had had experience in the art of war an·d .in 
the government of provinces. Their father, remember­
ing his own contumacy towards J abangir, and ever 

1 See below, pp. 147-151. 
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fearful Qf civil war and unfilial ambition, had en­
deavoured to minimize their jealousy and power for 
mischief by appointing them Viceroys of provinces 
as distant as possible from the capital a.nd from ea.ch 
other. Shuja' was a.way to the ea.et, Governor of 
Bengal; Aurangzib was down south in the Deccan; 
Murad-Ba.khsh ,vas in the west, Jll&king merry in the 
capacity of Viceroy of Gujarat. Dara, the eldest, was 
assigned ·the government of Multan and of distant 
Kabul, but had become so necessary to his father that 
he deputed his functions to others, and himself 
remained at Delhi attached to the King's person. 
Each of the princes behaved more like an independent 
sovereign than a lieutenant of the Emperor. They had 
the command of .large revenues, which they devoted 
to the formation of large armies in preparation. for 
the struggle which they knew to be inevitable. 

Dara was apparently the favourite, and as the Em­
peror grew older his eldest son's influence increased. 
After the last desperate assault upon Kandahar, the 
prince hadi-eceived many marks of his• father's 1·egard. 
He was given the title of Shah Bala.nd Ikba.l, ' Lord of 
Exalted Fortune,' and in'Vested with a robe of honour 
studded with diamonds and pearls, said to be worth 
50,000 rupees (£5600), and a splendid ruby for his 
turban, besides other jewels and money to the value of 
a third of a million. Mrnst significant of all, a golden 
couch had been placed for him below the imperial throne, 
and Dara, alone of all the royal family, was allowed to 
be seated in the presence of the King. No clearer sign 
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wa.s needed to show the Court that Sha'11-J'ahan in­
tended his eiciest son to,suceeed him. When the Kin(t's 

0 

dangerous illness withdrew him from the manage-
ment of affairs, it was naturally Dara. who took his 
place. In so doing he was with.in his rights as eldest, 
son aind presumptive heir to the Cl"OWn of Delhi. 
But he knew he· ha..d to reckon with three brothers . ' 
each at the head of an a.lllily wnd in' command of a 
province, and the measures he took to prevent the 
news of his father's illness reaching them show that 
he dreaded the consequences of his assumption of 
1·oyal functions. A singular- light is cast upon- the 
instability of the imperial organization when it is 
remembered that no Mughal king dared to absent 
himself from the public levees for more than a day or 
two, for fear of ai general rebellion. The people were 
satisfied only if th~y could see their king : if he were 
not seen he. must be dead. Even Jahangfr, after his 
night ly debauch,, had to 'pull himself together,' coate 
que coii;te, and make his punctual appeall'8.nce at the 
levee window. Sb.ah-J'ab.an'a absence, from his 
accustomed seat overlooking the great Hall of 
Audience could not fail to aroUBe suspicion, and the 
rumour that he was dead, in spite of Dara's assurances. 
spread rapidly throughout the provinces, and every 
man looked to his- weapons and mad~ ready for 
the fray. Bernier describes the tumult of this 
&nxious time :-

• Tlie :Mugbal"s iThrese filled' the whole extent of his 
dominions with agitation and alarm. Dara collected power-
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ful armies in Delhi and Agra, the principal cities of the 
kingdom. In Bengal, Sultan Shuja' made the same 
vigorous preparations for war. Aurangdb in the Deccan 
and Murad-Bakhsh in Gujarat also levied such forces as 
evinced a determination to contend for empire. The four 
brothers gathered round them their friends and allies ; 
all wrote letters, made large promises~ and entered 
into a: variety of intrigues . . . Meanwhile the King's 
distemper increased, and it was reported that he was 
dead. The whole Court was in confusion; the population 
of Agra was panio-stricken ; the shops were closed for 
many day~ ; and the four Princes openly declared their 
settleJ purpose of making the sword the sole arbiter of their 
lofty pretensions. It was, in fact, too late to recede : not 
only was the crown to be gained by victory alone, but in 
case of defeat life was certain to be forfeited. There was 
now no choice but be~een a kingdom and death.' 

Shah Shuja', the second son, was the fu:st in the 
field. He at once announced that his father had been 
pois9ned by Dara ; proclaimed himself E~peror ; 
engraved his name on tbe coinage of Bengal, and set 
out to niarcb upon Agra. Sha.h-Jahan luistened to 
reassure him on the score of bis health : but Shuja' 
declin~d to believe the good news. Almost at the 
same moment Murad-Bakbsh caused his coins to be 
struck at Ahmadabad and the Prayer for the King to 
be recited in his own name, and displayed his lordly 
instinct by immedi&tely assaulting the city of Surat 
and extorting six lacs of rupees from its luckless mer­
chants. Aura.ngzib, a.lone of the four brothers, as­
awned no royal function. Whatever his designs may 
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have been, he kept them to himself. It is possiblo 
that a.a yet he did not know them, but was led on 
by the hazard of events. ~t any rate he playcu a 

waiting game. He knew the impetuosity of Dara, tho 
sluggish inertness of Shuja', and the careless, happy­
go-lucky disposition of bis truculent youngest brother. 
He let them push themselves forward, and wait~d for 
the upshot. He did not declare himself even when he 
heard that Dara had seized his house and imprisoned 
his a.aent at Delhi. But he must · have known that I:) 

the accession 6f any of his brothers meant death or 
captivity for himself, and bis mind must soon have 
been made up. In self-defence he was bound to make 
his bid for power, and once this was determined, it 
only remained to choose the line of action. Others, 
like Murad-Bakhsh a.nd Shuja', might strike boldly 
at their quMTy: Aurangzib ever loved to stalk it by 
circuitous paths. His genius lay in dip~omatic craft, 
and his approach to the throne was ma.de by round­
about curves and zigzags. 

Dara was prompt in asserting his authority. He 
lost no ti.me in sending out the impef-ia.l armies to 
chastise Shuja' and Murad-Bakhsh. In DeceQ}ber , 
1657, he despa.tchea his own son, Sula.imb ShtJk6b, 
under the tutorship of Raja Jai Singh, to suppress 
Shuja'; whilst the Ma.hf.raja.Jaswa.nt Singh of Marwar, 
&Sais~ by Kasi.m KMn, mar~hed to meet the a.dvance 
of Murad-Ba.khsh, with inst.ructions to out the lino 
of communioa.tion between the rebel viceroy of 06-
je.rat a.nd his wary brotber of the Deccan. Dua was 
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more anxious about Anra.ngzib's movements than the 
others, but he feared to let Shuja' approach the capital 
and possi bly seize the person of Shah-Jahan, who was 
the key of the situation. His forces were so large that 
he thought he might safely divide them. The result 
proved that he had committed a false move. He had 
hotter have left Shuja' a.lone for a while, and concen­
trated all his resources upon the task of crushing 
Aurangzib. Shuja', it,,_is true, wa.s easily rep-ulsed. 
Jai Singh surprised him at his camp near Bena.res, and 
attackc1l before sun-rise, while the careless bon vivant 
was yot heavy with wine. After a brief contest the 
relu•ls gave way, and the dazed Prince, hardly a.wake, 
Jm.-;lily took to flight, leaving his ca.mp and treasure, 
1irt i I lury and ammunitio~, in the hands of Dara's 
oflil'1·11:1. The pursuit _was merely perfunctory, for 
~lii'd,-Jahan had strictly enjoined leniency towa.rds 
ltiH n·hcllious son. 

M,·anwhile Aurangzfb pursued bis policy of playing 
n i-;trictly subordinate pa.rt. He 1VfOte to congratulate 
'M 11r/'id-Dakhsh on his successful capt1:1re of Surat, and 
ntldrnl, 'Whate~er course you have resolved upon in 
op1,08it.ion to the shameless and unrighteous conduct 
of our abandoned bl'Other, you may count · on me a.s 
n staunch ally. Our father is still a.live, and we two 
a.re Lound to come to his aid, and punish the pre­
a-u111ption and pride of the apostate.' He threw out 
lii11ls, quite after bis puritan ideas, that after restoring 
vrdur, they should try to reclaim the ma.ligna.nt and 
send him on a. pilgrimage to Me_cce.. He urged an 
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immediate advance against.' that presumptuom1 inli,lcl 
Ja.swant Singh,' promised to join the army of u,·,j,u,ftt 
on the north of the Narbada, and ended by invuk i11g 
' the Word of God as bis bail for this com pa.ct..' ;-;, i II 
more to the purpose, he sent a lac of rupl'<'R I a:-1 

earnest of his sincerity. Aurangzib's policy wa,.. 
actuated as much perhaps by hatred of Dara and tit,· 
dread of hie tyranny, as by persona.I ambition. TL,· 
eldest Prince had used his influence with Shah-Jnha.u 
to thwart his brother's plans in the Deccan, Lad re­
stricted bis powers, countermanded his campaig~aud 
placed the Persian Jumla, formerly a distinguiHLl·ll 
officer of the King of Golkonda, in supreme comman,l 
of the army of the south. Fortunately for Aurangzib, 
the Amir showed himself devoted to his ca.use, and 
allowed the Prince to lead the whole Deccan army to 
meot the imperial host. 

At the end of March, 1658, Aura.ngzfb left Bur­
hanpur on his progress to the capital. His younger 
brother joined him nea.r the Narba.da, and towards the 
close of April the combined forces ca.me upon the 
enemy near Dha.rmatpur in the territory of Uija.in. 
The invalid Emperor at Agra. had sent repeated 
messages to Aurangzib, assuring him of his convales­
cence, and commanding him to retire to his govern­
ment in the south. But the brothers knew it was too 
late to go back ; they pretended, or perhaps really 

1 
The rupee at that t ime wae worth o,. gd. The lao (la/rh) ia 

IC>o,ooo rupees (.eu,250), nnd the orore tkaroi·) 100 lace, or 10.000.000 
lUJ)81!4 (£1,105,00Q). 
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lu·lioved, that the Emperor's letters were forged by 
I Jiir{~ ; they declared that their father was either dead 
or <lying, and they announced their determina.tlon, if 
he were still living, to throw themselves at his feet 
and deliver hL.n from the tyranny of ' the apostate.' 
In accordance with this l'esolve, which may have been 
genuine, Aurangzib sent a Brahman orator to the Ma.­
haraja. Jaswant Singh with a message to this effect: 
'1 desire. to visit my father. I do not wish for war. 
Either come with me, or keep out of my way, that 
no blood be shed.' The Rajput returned an insulting 
ropl,Y, and both sides made ready for battle. 

Tile nccounts of the engagement of the 25th of 
April are in many respects conflicting. It is evident 
tl1u.t Shab-Jahan's temporizing policy, and possibly 
J\ 11rangzib'1:1 promises and bribes, had divided the 
,· .. 1111111'1~ of the generals. Some were for carrying out 
l >a :·ii':-1 t'u rious orders and exterminating the rebels ; 
ull ... rn paid heed to his father's command to deal 
g1•111 ly with the misguided princes. Had Jaswa.nt 
l:>in~h attacked as soon a.a Aurangzib appeared on the 
oppw;itc bank of the Narba.da, the history of the 
1\111gl1nl e·mpire might have been turned into a. dif­
frrunt channel. Dara as.Emperor might have played 
till' pa.rt of a. lesser Akbar; the Hindu element might 
l11w1· Lccome supreme in India.; and a. united king­
dom, dominated by Rajput chiefs, might have offered . 
n stubborn resistance to the encroachments of the 
l<:11~li~h traders. But Shah-Jahan, in his weak desire to 
play off the ability of Aurangzib against the overbearing 
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pretentiona of Dara, had ordered his troops merely to 
dispute the. passage of the river, not to cross to the 
attack. The enemy was thus a.llowed two precious 
days in which to bring up hi,s entire forces, and when 
M:ura.d-Ba.khsh at length rode over the ford, under a. 
withering storm of arrows a.nd j avelins, the whole 
sttength of the Deccan followed, an<l crashed into the 
royal army with an overwhelming shock. Kasim Khan 
and his Muhammadans fled from the field like traitors 
or politici~. The Rajputs fought desperately, till 
only 600 r~ained out of their 8000 men. The 
wounded remnant sadly followed their Raja. ·back 
to his desert fastness in Marwar. There he was re­
ceived with bitter scorn. His high-mettled wife 8hut 
the castle gates in his face, saying that a man so dis­
honoured should not enter her walls. ' I disown him 
as my husband: these eyes can never again behold 
him. If he could not vanquish, he.should die.' This 
was the true Rajput spirit, and the fa.ct that the 
princess eventually became reconciled to her husband 
only proves that, though a daughter of the proud 
house of Chit6r, she was, after all, a woman. 

The Mughal capital was in an uproar. All aorta of 
plans were devised and rejected. Shah-Jahan wished 
to go himself at the head of his army to confront the 
insurgents, and had he done so the issue might have 
been different; for his sons would hardly have ven. 
tured to attack him, lest theii· own troops should 
desert them for the standard of their revered Emperon 
But Dara was full of rage at the defeat of Jaswa.nt 
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Singh, and 1'810lved to wipe out the disgrace by a 
victory which ahould glorify bis own name. He 
wanted no one to share bis coming triumph. He 
would not even wait for his son Sula.iman Shuk6h 
a.nd the victorious &rmy of Bengal, lest he should find 

an ambitious partner in his exploit. He longed for 
a persona.I glory such a.s the mighty Rameses recorded 
in the proud inscription which we read on the pylons 
of Karnak : ' The princes and captains joined not 
hands with me in fight. By Myself have I done 
battle. I have put to fl ight thousa.nds of the nations: 
and I was awne I' But there were other and better 
reasons for D'-ra's precipitate attack. The enemy 
were exhausted by long marches ; they had not then 
crossed the Cha.mbal; and the imperial army was 
more than et.rong enough to crush the jaded invaders 
as they struggled &e:roS8 a. ra.pid ford. Moreover, every 
day's delay wa.e an encouragement to the enemy, and 
an opportunity for Shah-Ja.han to exercise his fatal 
bent for diplomacy. If the blow were not struck 
now, it might n ever be struck at all. 

The Emperor was too weak to resist his son's eager 
importunity. He let him go, with tears. Had he for­
bidden, it would have been useless, for the troops 
were under Dara's orders, and k~ew his violent 
temper too well to disobey him. The lowest calcu­
lation pla.ces his army at 100,000 horse, 20,000 foot, 
and 80 guns; but the unpopulari ty of their headstrong 
commander, a.n~ the growing belief in the Puritan's 
fortune, bred traitors in the camp. Aura.ngzib openly 
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_ _,.,,. •d •h.,.1, he had 30,000 adherents a.mon~ h 

,.0 ,...my, &'ld the result showed at le.sat that there, t'' 

103 1 , half-hearted fighters in their ranks The pI 

pbets ,ve e gloomy; no one preMged succe-i., for tli 
Crown Princo : the temper of bis troops w11,s not that. 
of men gr1ing to victory. 

H cedh•ss of these orninon11 forecasts, and full of tbr 
lust of per~onal eclc,t, such as ho had sought and 
missed at, K'l • Mr Dal'a led a splendid array to tho 
~ncounter. 011 i.r1· Y ng at the Cha.mbal, he found 
ra~ Aurangz 1 ... rl ~n him the slip, and ma.king a, 

c-ircuit bad crns.-1!U \h, rjver on tho 20,d of June, in 
srito of the imperin.l outpuats Tho two armies ca.me 
m sight . ·u.ch otn"r on the ~th, a.t Samugarh, 
afterwards 1,nown as Fathal,ac.l, ' The place of victory. 
~o, a. day 1,r mcrP they t'<M1ainc•d observing one 
1.uotner. Th11 hcaG "do} ;;:.ich ll-8 s only known on the 
puuna of Inrli:\ It was a trn€ Agr11. s ummer, and thE> 
"C"'l WCl'f> foinLing and -iyiI1g 1 tlwtr heavy armour 

During the pause, letters came "'O>n the Empcrot· 
annouu('ing the near n.pproa.ch of 'hf' Ben~al army 
and urging D!ra. to "Mut for this re. t, ~. • ,t. His 
JJ.nswor was cba.racteris .ic: Before three d'\y he would 

i rmg bis brothers, ooun.:i hauc: and fool l re~cive 
theu father's judgment. 

Early in the morning, or il" Peis.wn meta.phor' wht>n 
the sun, the mighty monarcl, c, the golden now n 

with his world-conquering sword, rose brightly ,·~ 
fulgent from bis eastern bed, and the king of the 
stan·y host put his head oui of the window of the 



AURA. 'GZfB 

horizon,' Aurangzib manhalled hi, tr en Keeping 
the command of the centre for himself he placed 
Murad-Bakhsh in the left wing, a.ppointe2 BaMdur 
KhAn to lead the right, and sent forwar1.. 1 is own 
son Muhammad with the advance guard to act with 
the artillery, which were, as usual, in the van. Dara 
meanwhile disposed his forces in a similar order. Be 
placed his cannon in front, linked t,ogethel' by nm 
chains, so that the enemy's cavalry might not b •iik 
thiough. Jmmeiliatcly behind the ca.nnon, hE· ranged 
a line of light artillery-camels, mounting Lrass pi ecl!i 
worked on swivels. and fire1l by Lhc ri,ler. 'Then 
ca.mo infantry armed with mu:.kcts. The mass of 
the army was composed, a& usual, of cavab·y, armed 
with sabres, pikes. and arrows. The last wae; tl1•3 
favourite weapon of tho MugbaJs a.nd Persians; Lho 
lian.!-1,ikc he,ng the special arm of the Rajputs. 
h.Lu.ld-AJJaL Khan commanded tbe right, Rustam 
Khan lhc left, a.nd Dara himself was with the 
centrf'. 

Tho battle began, as Mughal battles alwa.ys did, by 
an artillery engagement; cannon were .fired ; rockets 
or hand-grenacles wero thrown to create a stampede 
amr,ng t.he cxiem) 's horses and elephants; and then 
the infantry came into action w th their clumsy 
matchlocks, whilst flights of a.nows ~ew over their 
heads from the archers behind. Dara's advance guard, 
under his son Sipihr Shuk6h, then came out and 
drove in Prince Muhammad's squadrons, and this 
advantage was immediately followed up by bringing 
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the left ·wing to bear upon Aura.ngzfb'e 1 ight, which 
waHrcd, and seemed on tho point of breaking, when 
n'infvrc(•ments opportunely camo up from the centre. 
Afl.l•r this tlic engn~emcnt became general Dua, 
t,1\\ •ring bi~h abovti his horsemen on a beautiful 
C1.ylon ell'phn.nt, led his oontre against Aurangzib, 
c-n11wd th" <'nemy 's guns, after eovere loss, and 
niukd the cnmd corps ancl infantry. With the shock 
A lwrscml"n against horsemen the i:enl struggle be!!'&D. 
No Mughnl Prince, as yet, knew tho colour or°the 
· wh1u- frill ner,' nnd DAm uh,plnyod all tho splendid 
vnlour of h1q famous blooJ. Emptying the.;. .. quivers 
1:pon tht1 Dtcmn ho11>0, he and his men came to the 
sworn. nnd fought hnud to hand till the enemy began 
to brc-ak nnd tty. 

It WI\~ thl· cr~ticnl monwnt of the fight. The day 
,n1."I g11mg n_:mm,t ·\u rnngzih. Tho flower of hi!i 
cnrnJry wns drivc-n J,ad. nn1l !Jc was DO'\\' standing 
w~tli ::-r.iu·cl·l,v ii thousand men about him, awaiting 
l>arn" on:,;lu •~h t. \ 1 v~r "a.-. cool courage put to 
i\ ;"~V~re :- It ,. t . hut Aumng1ih0

d nerve waa Att•d. 
'.Di{'• Y ci ra 11ci, Tnkt• h<'nrt, my friends,' be crH'd. 
· Khuda-hr l'ben.• i1:- a God! what hope have we in 
flio-h t e K b . :" now ye not w c·rr 1:,1 our Deccan 1 Kkuda-
h~ ! Kli uda 111 ! ' Thc:-reupon he orJcred the leg<1 of 
~is t•lt·t•hnut to be cltnined together, to make retreat 
uupossiblo. The mero order was CllOUO'h to restore 
the l'lil · , o 

'
11

~ coumge of the few squadrons the.t still 
st00<l hcs1dc him. 

A fortunate distraction at this instant diverted 
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'Dara's a.tta.ck. Instead of annihilat ing Aura.ngzib, 
he went to support his own left wing which had at 
length b~n repulsed by the enemy's right, a.nd thus 
be lost the best cha.nee that fate ever threw in his 
way. 

¼ea.nwhile M urad-Bakbsh was hotly engaged with 
Dara's right, and was fighting like a. lion and reekmg 
·with sla.ugbter. Three thousand Uzbegs cha.rged up 
to his .ensa.ngui.ned elephant, and arrows, spears, and 
ilattle-axes rained so thickly that the frightened 
Afl.irual turned to fly. The Mugha.1 courage was a.gain 
put to the test. 'l'he elephant's legs were quickly 
chained. Then Raja. Ram Singh, of the valiant 
.Rantela. stock, ca.me riding up with his Rajputs 
insolently shouting, 'Dost thou dispute the throne 
with Dara Shuk6h i' and hurling his spear at tbe 
Prince, tried to cut his elephant's girths. The 
.Mugba.l, wounded as he waa, and sore beset on all 
}rn.nds. ca.st his shielu over his little son, who sat 
beside him in the howdah, and shot the Raja. dead. 
The fallen Rajputs, in yellow ~b, and stained with. 
their warpaint of turmeric, were heaped a.bout the 
elephant's feet, and I made the ground yellow as a. 
field of saffron.' In another pa.it of the field, the 
Rahtor Raja Rup Singh sprang from · his horse, 
and having 'washed bis hands of life,' cut his way 
through the Mugba.ls, and throwing himself beneath 
the elephant strove to cut the girths of Aura.ngzih:s 
howdah. The Prince ha.d enough to do to hold bis 
own without this desperate assault; but he found 
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t,imc to a.dmu-e the gallant attempt with disinterested 
coolness, and bade his followers take the daring 
:Rahtor alive-too late. 

The cool courage of the one Prince and the fiery 
valour of the other daunted Dara's division. Tho 
Rajputs ha.cl been slain in heaps, many of their 
chiefs wNe dead, and now Rustam, the commander 
of the .imperial left wing, ha.d fallen m rallying 
bis men to one more spinted cha.rge. The advan­
tage wa.a stm on the side of the Agra army, and 
Aura.ng;.:b and Murad-Ba.khsb were perilously hemmed 
in by rnving Rajputs, maddened with bang, anu 
furious at the death of their chi~fa : but it needeJ 
little to turn the ha.la.nee of fortune either way. It 
was Dara's unlucky destiny always to turn it against 
hiruself. At this crisis be committed the most fatal 
l'rror that an Indian commander couJd perpetrate. 
All the army looked to his tall elephant as to n. 

standard of victory. Yet now, when t he clay !;C<'111ed 
almost his own, he must need dismount. 1-!o may 
have been alarmed at the rocket which just then 
titruck his howdah, or listeueJ to the treacherous 
coun,sel of Khalil-Allah, the commander of tho 1·ight 
wing. who had chosen to consider himself held in 
reserve, and bad looked on with his 30,000 .l\fogha.l 
troops without stirring a finger in the fight. What­
ever impelled him, Dani descended. Murad-Bakhsh 
was still there on his gory elephant, with his howdah 
stuck as full of arrows a.s a porcupine with quills 
grimly dealing blow for hlow and sLaft for shaft. 
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Aura.ngz.U, towered high above & seething scrimmage 
of Rajput.s. But where W&B Dara 1 

It was as though the sun ha.cl vanished in mid 
hea.ven. Darn is dead, ol'ieu one ; we a.re· betrayed, 
~d another: .Aurangzib will have vengea.nce, tho~gbt 
all. A blind panic seized upon the all but victorious 
army, and every man 6cd for dear life. Once a panic 
bas got hold of an Indian army, no power can save or 
check it. Like a river which has burst its banks, it 
pours over the land, and none may du.m or guide its 
widening wavos. In p. brief moment the tide had 
turned, a.nd the all but vanquished became the victors. 
For a terrible qu&rter of an hour Aura.ngzib had 
stea<lily maintained hi,'3 seat on his besieged elephant, 
and his reward was the Pea.cock-'I'hrone. A little too 
soon Dara had dismounted, to be 'numbered among 
the most miserable of Princes,' a fugitive and a vaga­
bond in the earth. The unlucky Prince,' prizing life 
more than the hope of a crown,' turned and fled. A 
few of his once superb host followed him to Agra.. 
Then, and not till then, did Aurangzib descend from 
his elephant, and prostrating himself on the bloody 
field otfere<l thanks to God for this great aL:l glorious 

victory. 
' Nothing succeeds like success. The battle of 

Sa.muga.rh was the signal for all the worltl to come 
and tender their homage to Aura.ngzib, who remained 
for some days on the :6eld of his triumph, bu_sily en­
gaged night a.nd da.y in negotiating with his father's 
Amin;. They required little inducement to oome over 
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to the 1.,,[e of t.ht: rising man. It was a.n ~tructive 
and )irn11mtablc sight to behold them trooping to the 
.,.,o::w colours, totally unmindful of the olJ Emperor, 
v,ho with all his senile faults had been a. kind and 
,,1,nerous master. Among those who offcrr;d Aurang­
"',-b their services was his uncle, the Kha.n-Jahan 
~ , ~ 
Sbayista Khan, son of the late minister Asaf 1\.h{U1, 

and brother of the Queen Mumtaz-Mahall. He ha,l 
already used his great influence with the Emperor on 
behalf of bis successful nephew, and Shah-Jahan was 

persuaded to mingle paternal reproof wit;h conciliatory 
overtures. He senli his triumphant son a sword en­
graved with the auspicious name 'Alarn9£r, 'world­
compeller.' The Raja Jai Singh, who commanded 
die army which had successfully repulsed Shujr~· in 

Bengal, was quickly advised of Dara's fall, and ga~e 
;n his adhesion tc- the coming man. The Ma.hara.Ja 
Jaswa.nt Sinali l,uryioll' the hatchet, presently followed b , b . 

his example, anJ t.ondcred his fealty to the new power 
Fortified Ly these signs of support, Aurangz1.b 

turned his attention to bis most dangerous rival, the 
still popular Shab-Jahan. Dara had already fled 
with a few hundred followers, and his father had 
sent money and 5000 horsemen to assist him. I t 
was evident that t he Emperor's sympathies were with 
pis vanquished son, whatever he ma.y have written 
in the futile hope of throwing dust in the eyes of 
the very ·clear-sighted victor. Aurangzib was not 
deceived; he bad ta.ken his father's me:i,snre with 
great accuracy, and never intended to give him an-
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at.her Ch&l"Cc. Sha1i-Jahan b&.J ,11iS.S(l. ·,u, oppo ~,.:i=ty 

..,vhen he waa Ji.~:maded from puh·1.~· himself at toe 
·u~ad of Dara.'s army a.nd -0orupelling i,he submission 

of the oppo8ing for ces, wht, were still loyal to thei. 
&;mpcror. He missed it again " hen he neglected to 

vme out in atate, su1wunded by his n obles and re-
tinue, a.nd compel the filial h oma.gu -0f his sons on the 
hold of their victory. The luxuriou1< old epicure ha.11 
lost his chauces and exposed llis weaknc.is of pu!'J)ose 
To restore such a. ma.11 to 1po\\er m<·ar t tlJP. recaL )i 

Dara and the revival of t ho honors of civil war. 
E1-cu to he friendly w1Lh him, and visit h'm in his 

pa.lace, was to court assassination a.t the nands of the 
imperial guards, or the 'large an,l robust' Tatar 
au1awns ,of the seraglio-so Aurn.ngzib was wan:.ed 
b.) hiti faithful sister Rausha.n-lra. There was l,ul, 

,,ue possible course: the wea.k-kDceJ E mperor must 
he ma.de a pnso~er. The trap wh.ch Shah-Jahan 

l..i.icl, to ensnare his son to bi" rwll, ;!;l.ught the olcl 
kmg himself. Instead of A urangz, b co1Lmg to bt:i 
-;._iurclcrecl, his son Muhammau entered the fortress on 
t 1u 18th June, 1658, overcame the guard, and turned 
tho palace into a. prison. Aurangzih preLendoJ, in bis 
u.xce.s.<i of politica l pradence, that the u.;tent1on wus 
;nly temporary, ancl that he hoped to see 'iis father 
ga.m restored to power as soon as the evil m1.1.Cllina.­

f,10us of Dara should be finally 1:mppressed. But this 
.. as mere talk, intended to reconei.lo t be people Lo the 
aep0sition of a popular sovereign : and it ruusl. be :~1-

lowed that they were very speedily consoled. Shah-
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,la.li~n n ·, r left the fo1tress of Agra during the seven 
,•11. r1:1 01 1f e that remained to him. At first a bitter 

correspondence wiJened the breach l:>etween the cap­
ti ves and his j a ilor, and Sha.h..Jahan had th~ baseness 
to try lo corrupt Prince Muhammad and induce him 
to raise lii,1 &landard against his father. But the 
l'rineo knew Aurn,ngzib, and did not feel sure e(his 
i;ran <lfather, so the expefrnent failed. After this 
Shah-Jah{Ul became gradually more r econciled te his 
captivity. aml Aurangzib <lid all that was possible to 
ruitigatc his d istress. He was a.llowed every enjoy-
111ent. that his scnsnous nature demanded, loa.ded with 
vrcscnts, and sapplied with such amusements as most 
entertained him. His daughter, the Begam Sahib, 
anu ·all his numerous women, kept him company. 
Cooks skilfully ministered to his appetite, and dancers 
and singing girls enlivened his senile revels. Like 
111any another a.ged voluptuary, he became wondrously 
d1•vout at times, and holy MulJas came and read the 
l,lcs1;cd Koran to him. Bernier, whC:> disliked Aur­
ang;,;il,, says that the indulgence and respect he showed 
lo liis captive father were exemplary. He consulted 
l1i111 Ii kP an oracle, and there was nothing he would 
11111, ~ivc him, except liberty. The two became partly 
rP<:or1<,ilcd, and the father bestowed his blessing and 
forgi vcness on the son : but they never met. Shah. 
l,1.h.1.11 dte<l 1 at the beginning of 1666 at the a.ge of 

. ' 'rla<'n• i~ 110 foundnliou for Mr. TalboY11 Wlieeler's story of the 
I• rri1~·rnr·~ having been poiJ10ned by .A.urangzib, except the insinua-
1 '"" ,.f <'atrou, whoi.e e ,·idence dc,serves little credit. It is incon-
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seventy-six. The Emperor hastened to Agra. to pay 
:respect to his obsequies, a.nd tho body was la.id i~ a. 
tomb near the beautiful Taj, which the la.to sovereign 

had set up in memory of bis wife. 
The Princess Royal, wbb had shared his ca.ptivity 

with more than a daughter's devotion, was a.llowed to 
keep her state, in splendid seclusion, llnmolcsted by the 

brother she ba.d con11istent,ly opposed. 'She died with 
the fame c-{ her pa.st beauty still fresh, unmarried, at the 
a.geof sixty-seven. H er grave lic1,1 close to a.saint's a.oil 
to a. poet's, in that cur,i:po santo of marble lattice work, 

near the Hall of the Sixty Four Pillars, bcyornl the 
Delhi walls. But only a. piece of pw·e white matl,lo, 
with a little grass piously watered, marks tho Prin­

cess'r; grave. "Let no rich canopy surmount my 
resting-pJo.ce," was her dying injunction. inscribed on 
the headstone. '' This grass is the be.c;t covering for 

the grave of a lowly heart, tbe humble and transitory 

Ornament of tho Wol'ld, the disciple of the H oly Man 
of Chist, tho daughter of the Emperor Shah-Jahan 1.'' • 

H or publlc memorials are the great rest-houao for 
travellers at Delhi, and the splendid mosque of A~rra. 

The fate of the other princ~s must bo told in few 

words. The day after Shah-Jaban had been safely 

locked up Aura.ngzib, who ha.d been in camp till now, 
entered Agra., occupied Dani's house, seized his trca-

ceiv11hlP tllllt the dt'nth ,ho11ld have been kopt '""rot for mnrl'l lhan 

11 year, as Mr. Whee!M would hllve it; or that A~1~ang1.1b t.ho_u hl 
uave wait<>d <1ix yean to perp<'lrato so obvious a political exHnlwn 

• Sir \V. W. Hunter, in• Ninut~ Century May, r881, 
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surt· (amounting to 17 la.es of rupoes), anJ the ~amc 
day sci, 011t in pursuit of his fugitive brother. Mura.d­
Bakhi;;h, who had all this time been enjoying t.t e 
honours of kingship, and had r ' vclled in the title 
of Jlazrnl, You1· Majesty, which Aurangzib lav­

ished upon him, accompanied the 1a.tter in all the 
glory of 1nock sovereigPty and twenty-six lacs of 
rupees in bis money bags. They bad not put uumy 

miles between their camp and Agra, when Auraug?.ib 
co11nivcd in making bis boorish brothei· di1:1grae<•fully 
drunk, a.ncl, virtuously expressing Lis horror a.t iJ n 

sight, and his conviction that so indiscreet a violator 
of the law of Islam could never be permitted to sit. on 

the throne, threw him into cha.ins (5th July). That 
night he wa.~ secroLly convoyed to tho state prison in the 

isbn<l fort.rnr;s of Sa.limgarh, opposite Delhi. It 111.;l.Jcu 
all A ura.ngziu's smooth eloquence and a lavish expcmdi­

ture of bakhshish to ' square' the army, who had nil 
the l!oldier's respect for a brave officer a.ntl t ho ,1, -
1mnc<l trooper's toleration of a. drunken man · lm t 1t 
,, as done, and the successful diplomatist led the colli­

binctl forces iu the footsteps of ~ a.r~. 
li e went by forced marches, day and nigh .. , with 

his usual unflagging energy; lived the lifo of a ~ m­
mon soldier ; ate nothing but meal, drank bad water. 
ant! slept on U-ic bare ground. His endura.ncb o ·· 
hardships awed his followers; but Darti's o,vn fatal 
t1•111h·ncy w polilical suici1le _saved his brothFJr furtht•r 
l roublf'. 'fhp 111isguided prince·, when aware of Aur­

l'l1g,.ih"i- purnuil, 111st.+>ad uf sc,kmi! to build up a for-
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midable re11iatance at K,bul, where he was sure of the 
support of the governor, Mah,bat Kh,n, turned south 
to Sind. Aurangzfb at once eaw that the enemy had 
practically disarmed himself; and, leaving a few thou­
sand horse to keep up the chase, he returned to the 
ea.st, where Shuja' had again raised the standard of 
civil wa.r. To Elum up many months of misfortune, 
Dara onco mol'(' braved the army of Aura.ngzib in the 
hills near Ajmir, and, after four days' hard fighting, 
wa.EI a.gain put to Bight. With his wife e.nd daughter 
and a. fow servants he made for Ahmadabad. Th<­
i,crvnnt~ plundered his baggage and ravished the 
jewel$ of tho princesses, and, to crown hiH misery, when 
the fugitivo at length reached tho once friendJy city. 
he found its gn.tes closed against him. The Governor 
dared not risk his life in a hopeless ca.use. 

'I l1r11l now he<'n three days with Daro.,' says Bernier, 
' whom I met on the rol\d l1y the stmngcst chance imagin­
able; nnd, hl•ing 1lei:tit nte of nny metlicl\l attendnnt, he 
compellt•d me to 11ccompnny him in the cnpncity of phyt'icinn. 
.. It wns nt brenk <if day that the Governor's mel'sage wa!I 

dPli\'ere<l, :rnd the shrieks of t:he females drew tears from 
every eye. We wl'rc nil overwhelmed· with confusion and 
dismny, gnzing in speechle~s horror at each other, at a loss 
whut plun to r(·commend, aud ignoront of the fate which per­
haps nwnited us from hour to hour. We observed Dani 
st.epping out, more dead tha.n alive, speaking now to one, 
then to nnother; stopping and consulting even the com­
monest soldier. He 81\W consternation depicted in every 
<'ountenance, and f Plt aesured that he i,bould be left without 
a single follower: but what was to become of him 1 Whither 
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must he go 1 To delay hi8 <l.:parture was to accelerate his 
. ' rum. 
So be took refuge among the robbers of Kachh. His 

wife died of hardship and misery, and he deprived him­
self of his scanty escort in ol'der to send her body to L,· 
honourably interred at Lahore. His host, the Afghan 
Malik Jivan of Dhandar, seized the opportunity of 
his guest's defenceless condition, and carried him to . 
Aurangzib. Thus after few welcomes and many re­
jections, after bitt.<: r lirreavement and weary wander­
ing8, the Crown ~-rince and would-be Emperor of 
India was betrayed into the bands of bis enemy. 
He was paraded through the streets of Delhi dressed 
in the meanest clothes, on a wretched elephant. 
covered with filth, and the tumult which this bar­
barous humiliation stirred up among the people nearly 
amounted to a rebellion. 'Everywhere,' says Bernier, 
'I observed the people weeping and lamenting the fate 
of Dara in the most touching language: men, women, 
and children wailing as if some mighty calamity had 
happened to themselves.' They went near to mur­
dering the Afghan who had betrayed his guest, and 
showed such .alarming sympathy with Dara, that Aur­
a.ngzib resolved upon his speedy execution. He could 
not feel safe while his brother lived. A council was 
held, in which Rausban-.A.ra exerted all· her eloqu~nce 
age.inst her unhappy brother ; he was found to be an 
apostate and the ally of infidels ; and on the 15th of 
September, 1659, he was ordered to execJtion. When 
he was dead his body we.s ca.rried round the city to 
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prove to &11 men that the deed was done, and • manv 
wept over his fa.ta.' His bead was ta.ken to Auraog­
zib, who had it carefully washed from blood, to make 
!-!Ure of it.'3 identity, and then ordered it to be burieJ 
in the tomb of Humay(m. 

Shuja' gave more trouble than his elder brother. 
In response to Dara's 11.ppeal he had again risen in 
arms in Bengal, (where be still held the position of 
Vi-ef'l'o'-·,) and even pushed his successes so far as to 
occupy Benti.res and Allahabad and annex Jaunpur. 
Aurangzib bad turned from the pursuit of Dara 
to meet this new danger, and. Le bad an admirable 
Jieutenant in Mir Jumla, who came from the Deccan 
to join his ancient ally. Together they defeated 
8huja.', iu spite of the support he 1eccived from the 
Portuguese of Hugli. and the treachery of ti.le ~fabaraja 
Jaswant Singh, wbo put the imperial ca:.np in con­
fusion by endeavouring to desert ~u his .)kl friend 
Shuja' the night before the b11.ttle. Anrangzib's cool­
ness and Mfr Jumla's strategy and valour won the 
day, and Prince' Valiant ' was bunted away to Arakan, 
whither he was conveyed by Portuguese pirates, who 
robbed whilst they saved him ( 1660). The last glimpse 
we get of him is tragical : wounded and insulted, he 
fled over the mountains, with but one woman and 
three faithful followers-and was heard of llO more. 

By this time there was not a rival in the field. 
Death or the dungeon had accounted for all other 
aspirants to ·the throne. The gloomy fortress of 
Gwalior held Dara's two sons, Sulaiman and Sipihr 
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Sbuk6l1, and Aurangzib s eldest son Muhamma 
in a rash inon~ent had gone owr lo the side 
mcle Slwj,1', and repented of it i II p1·ison till he died 

iu 1ti76. .Vfurad-Bakhsh, who had also been removed 
11 , r,•. attempted to escape, and was in consequence 
t ;e,l ,,n. a.n old count ot' murder and executed in 
Deeember, 1661. Two daughters of Aurangzib were 
sri vcn in ma.n-iage to the prisoners : one was allotted 
t,> the younger son of Dara, and a similar consola­
tion was awarded to the son of Murad-Bakhsh. It 
seemed that old sores did not rankle with these com­
pla.ii;a.nt, bridegrooms. 

There remained no further obstacle in the pa.th of 
Aura,ngzlb: He had already assumc<l tbe insignia. of 
royalty. He had indeed first been lmstiJy proclaimed 
Empt·ror in the garden of Shalimar outside Delhi, in 
tbe last days of July, 1658, without asserting the 
prerogatives of sovereignty, the coinage and public 
Prayer for the King. But on the 26th of .May, 1659, 
he had formally ascended the throne in state. 



CHAPTER m 
THE P URI TAN 

Wmnr Aurangzt'b was for & second time proclaimed 
Emperor in Ma.y 1659, he took for h1s title the Per 
sian word engraved on t he sword which his ca.phve 
father h&d given him-'Alamgir, •World-compeller ' 
- and b,- this title he was known to his subjects and 
to e~eding generations of Muslims. .BPfore .. c 
consider the use he made of his power '"\'O muPt 
realiu something of his character. in Muhammadan 
writel'B extol him as a saint ; a.11 con temporary 
Christians-except Dryden, and he wa.s no histoiia.n, 
-denounce him as & hypocrite who u~ed religion 
as a cloak ·for ambition, and said prayers to cover 
the most unnatural murders. Aurangzib has ex1•e­
rienced the fate of his great contemporary, Crom­
well, whom he resembled in many features of t he 
soul He has h&d his Ludlow among his biographers 
and his Ba.xter, with their theories of selfish ambition 
and virtue vitiated by success ; he has a.lso been 
slavered with the panegyrics of Muhammadan Fleck­
noes and Dawbeneys. These opposite views, how­
ever, &re less contradictory than might be supposed. 
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They merely represent the difference between Christian 
· .1,igotry and Muhammadan bigotry. To tho Musal­
man of India. Aurangzib is the ideal type of the 
devout and uncompromizing Muhammadan King, and 
his sanguinary advance to the throne is forgotten in 
hia l!ubsequent zeal for the faith and undeviating 
observance of the law and practice of Islam. On the 
other hand, Christian observers of the Great Mogul 
could not divest themselves of the western idea. that 
a. prince who says his prayers in public, like the 
Pharisee in the street, must necessarily be a.n ostenta­
tious hypocrite; while they failed to reconcile the 
enormity of fratricide with piety .or even common 
humanity. They did not understand the nature of 
the religion which could be honestly profe:sscd by 
:-;uch a. man as Aure.ngzib, a.ny more than the roya.li8 t8 

of the Restoration could discover in the a.ml,itious 
regicide the sincere Christian that Crom:we1:} really 
;wa.s. 

The executions which paved t he path of Aurangzib 
to the throne lie at . the root of the denunciations 
of his detractors. They forgot the proverb which 
S~ltan _ Bayazi<l used effectively in his negotiation.'\ 
w_itb ~~~ brother, Prince Jem: 'Kingship counts no 
kmsh1p. They did not remember the repeated les­
sons of oriental history wliich taught Aure.ngzib, 
and many before and after him, that a. monarch's 
<lea<llicst enemies a.re those of hie own 'household. 
~he 'Othmanli Sultfos had long recognized the prin­
ciple of political fratricide. Muhammad• the Gentle-
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man,' father of Murad the Great, humane as he wa.'i 
by nature, blinded his brother and slew his nephew. 
He had witnessed the disastrous eftects of civil war 
among Ottoman scions, and he would not suffer the 
empire t9 , be again plunged into the like intestine 
troubles. An oriental prince cannot be happy with­
out a throne, and ' it becomes a. matter of sheer 
necessity, and not a question of jealous suspicion, to 
make it impossible for him to attain his ambition. In 
the present day this is done by imprisoning him in 
'the seraglio till he becomes idiotic. The old, and 
perhaps the more merciful way, was to kill him 
outright 1 .' 

Aurangzib, in his heart, wa.s at least as humanely 
disposed as the Gentleman Sultan of Turkey, but he 
ha.u equal reason to dread the ambitious tempers of 
his brothe'rs a.nd. kindred. His forefathers had suf­
fered from the rebellions of their nearest relations. 
Akbar had to fight his brother; J ahangir rebelled 
against his father, and in turn was resisted by his 
own eldest son, who was condemned to pass his life 
in prison, where he was . a perpetlia.l anxiety to the 
government. ; Shah-Jahan had defied bis father, and 
ca.me to the throne through the blood of his brother 
Shahriya.r. With such warnings, Aurangzib could 
expect no peace whilst Dara, Shuja', and Murad­
Bakhsh lived. Each of them had as goocl a right to 
the throne as he had himself, for there was no law of 
succession !3-mong Mughal princes; and each of them 

1 See my Histury of Turkey ( 1888), p. 83-
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llJllDiste.kably intended to grasp the sceptre if he 
could. Aurangzib might indeed have rencunced the 
droa.m of power, and reverted to the ascetic ideal of 
his youth : but Dara and Sbuja' were infidels or 
heretics whom it was his duty, as a true Muslim, 
to drive from t h throne; moreover, the lust of power 
was hot in his 'blood; besides, the Prince-Fakir would 
never have been aa.fe from the knives of his lirot-hers' 
agents. Dea.th or imprisonment for life was the 
alternative ia.te of rival aspirants to the throne, a.ntl 
Aurangzib chose-to inflict the former. It was shock­
ing, but safe, and on the whc.lP more merciful: but 
to men of generous hearts it might have been im­
possible. 

The shrewdest of all contemporary European wit­
nesses, the French doctor Bernier, who was a spectator 
)f the horrors of the fratricidal war, a sympathizer 
with Dara, and no lenient critic of Aurangzi'h. at 
whose court he spent eight observant . years, sums up 
the ·.vbole matter with his usual fairness : 

'My readers,' he says, 'have no doubt condemned the 
means hy which the reigning l!ugh:J attained the summit 
of powP;r. These means were indeed unjust and cruel ; but 
it is not perhaps fair to judge· J1im by the 1·igid rules which 
we apply .to the character of European princes. In our 
quarter of the globe, the succession to the crown is settled 
in favour of the eldest son by wise and fixed Jaws; but in 
Hindustan the right of governing is usually disputed hy nil 
the Eons of i he deceased monarch, each of whum is reduc, d 

t~ the cru~·l alternative of sacrificing his brothers that he 
himself may reign, or of sufferiug his own life to be forfciteJ 
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for the eecurity and stability of the dominion of another. 
Yet enn th~ who may maintain that the circumstances of 
co11ntry, birth, and education afford no palliation of the 
conduct pursued by Aurangz(b, must admit that this Prince 
is ~udowed with a verse.tile and rare genius, that be ie a 
consummate etatceman, and a great King 1 

.' 

The hostile criticisms .of travellers regard ohiefty 
Aurangzib's conduct a.s Prince: to his acts as Em­
peror they ma.nifost little save admiration. Through­
out his long reign of nearly fifty yea.rs no single 
deed of cruelty has been proved against him 2• 

Even his persecution of the Hind6s, which was of a 
piece with his puritanical character, Wa.8 admittedly 
marked by no executions or tortures. Hypocrite as 
he was called, no instance of his viola.ting the pre­
cepts of th~ religion he professed ha.s eve~ been pro­
duced, nor is there the smallest evidence that he ever 
forced his conscience. Like Cromwell, he ma.y not 
have been 'a. man s'crupulous a.bout words, or names, 
or such things,' but he undoubtedly 'put himself 
forth for the cause of God,' like the great Protector, 
· a mean instrument to do God's people some good, 
and God service.' 

Aurangzib was, first and last, a. stern Puritan. 
Nothing in life-neither throne, nor love, nor ease­
-weighed for a.n instant in his mind a.gs.inst his fealty 

1 Bornior, p. 199. 
• 'fho bru-b:u-ous execution of Sambhaji ia an exception, perhaps ; 

but it was provoked by the outrageous virulence of tho prieouer. 
Catrou's allegations of cruelty are merely general and supported 
by no individual instanoes, or by any evidence worthy the name. 
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to the prinoiples of IsU.m. For ~on he pe~ 
ted the Hindus and destroyed their temples, while 

:: da.maged his exchequer by abolishing the ~e-

h ured ta.x on the religious festiv&la and f&11'11 of 
~ hi the unbelievers. For religion's sa.ke he waged e 

nding wars in the Deccan, not so much to stretch une . 
wider the boundaries of his great empire as to bnng 
the lands of the heretical Shi'a wifoin the dominion 
of orthodox Islam. To him the Decca.n was Dar-al,­
Harb: he determined to make it Dar-al-Islam. Re­
liton induced Aurs.ngzib to abjure the ples.sures of 
the senses as completely as if he had indeed become 
the fs.kir be ha.d once desired to be. No animal food 
pa.sseo his lips, a.nd hi8 drink was water; so tba.t,. as 
Tavernier says, he bees.me 'thin and' mes.gre, to which 
the great fasts which he keeps have contributed. J?ur­
ing the whole of the duration of the comet [four weeks, 
in 1665], which appeared very large in India., where 
I then was, Aura.ngzi'b only dmnk a little water and 
ate a. small quantity of millet bread ; this so much 
affected his health that he nearly died, for besides this 
he slept on the ground, with only a. tige1:'s skin over 
him ; and since that time he has never bad perfect 
bes.Ith 1: Following the Prophet's precept that every 
Muslim should practise a. trade, he devoted bis leisure 
to ma.king skull-caps, which wer8' doubtless bought 
up by the courtiers of Delhi with the 1:1&me enthusiasm 
as was shown by the la.dies of Moscow for Count 
Tolstoi's boots. He not only knew the Koran by 

' Tavernier's Trawls, transl. Dr. V. Ball (1889), vol. i. P· 33lt 
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heart, but copied it twice over in his fine c.alligraphy 
and sent the manuscripts, richly adorned, as gifts t, 

Mecca and Medina. Except the pilgrimage, which ht 
dared not risk, lest he should come back to find a.n 
occupied throne. he left nothing undone of the whole 
duty of the Muslim. ~n the English mercha.nts of 
Sura.t, who had their own reasons for dislikin~ the 
Emperor, could only tell Ovington tha.t Aura.ngzib was 
' a zealous professor,. of Islam, 'never neglecting the 
hours of devotion nor anything which in his sense 
may denominate him a sincere believer 1.' • 

The na.tive historians have nothing but praise to 
bestow upon Aura.ngzib's character as a true Muslim. 
A contemporary historian, who lived some time at 
Court, and wa.e a favourite with the Emperor, has 
recorded an elaborate description of the Great Mogul's 
religious practices 2, which is worth quoting. Its tone, 
fulsome as it appears, is not more adula.tory than Ber­
nier'e letter to Colbert of the same period:-

' Be it known to the readers of this work that this humble 
slave of the Almighty is going to describe in a correct 
manner the excellent character, the worthy habits, and the 
refined morale of this most virtuous monarch, Abu-l·Mu.z.atfar 
Muhyi ad din Muham,mad Aurangzib 'Alamgu-, according as 
he has witnessed them with his owu eyes. The Emperor, a 
J.(reat worshipper of God by natural propensity, is remark· 
aule for Lis rigid attachment to relig ion. H~ is a follower 
of the doctrines of the Imam AM Haniia (may God be 
pleased with him!) and establishes the five fundamental 

1 Ovington's Yoyag,e to Suralt i 11 IM year 168g (Lond. 1696), p. 195. 
' Miriu-i 'Alam, Elliot and DowJ10n's Jfisl. qflndi(I, vol. ,·ii. pp. 156- 162. 
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doctrines of the Kanz. Having made hia ablutions, he alwaY9 
,,ccupies a great part of bis time in adoration of the Deity, 
"nd 911ys the usual prayers, first in the fflafjid [mosque] and 
then at hoo1e, both in congregation and in private, with the 
11w~t hcnrtfelt devotion. He keeps the appointed fasts on 
1-'ridnys 11nd other sacred dl\ys, and he reads the Friday 
pm~·rrs in the j1i111i' fflafjid [ cougregl'tionnl mosque] with 
the c,,mmon 1woph• of the Muhammadan faith. He keeps 
\'igils during the whole of the sacred nights, aml with the 
light of the fovour of God illumines the lamps of religion 
and pro~1writy. l<'rom his great piety, he ·passes whole 
11i~hts in the mosque which is in his pal11.cc, and keeps 
,·,nop:my with men of devotion. In privacy he never sits on 
a throne. He go.ve nway iu alms before his accession a 
port ion of his nllowance of hiwful food and clothing, and now 
,levotes to the same purpoi:e t~ income of a few villarree 
. .. aud l'alt-produciug h'acts, which are appropriated to 

1

hia 
privy purse. Duriug the whole month of Rama.zan he keeps 
ti,,;t, roys the prayers appointed for rthat month, and l'ea<ls 
the holy Kor!\D in the ni,aembly of religious and learned 
llll'D, with whom he site for that purpose duriug six and 
:1omctimes nine hours of the night. During the laat ten 
,lays of the mouth he performs worehi p in the mosque; and, 
>tlthough 0 11 account of several obstacles he is unable to 
proceed on a pilgrimage to Mecca, yet the care which he 
t-1\kes to promote facilities for pilgrims to that holy phlce may 
1,., cousid~red equivalent to the piigrimage. . .. 

' He never puts on the clothes prohibited by religion, nor 
•foes he ever use vessels of silver or gold 1• In his sacred 
court no improper conversation, no word of backbitin" or 
of Ii l h d · 

0 

a se oo 1s allowed .... He appears two or three times 

1 
'.i!:everthelesa Tavernier (vol i. p. 2138) ~YII Ile saw Au:rangzib 

~.n, /ut of a rock-crystal cup with a gold cover and saucer, en• 
"' ic wiUi diam onds. rubies, and emeralds. 
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every day io bi.a Court of Audience with a plt>asing counte­
nance and mild look to dispense jru>tice to complainants, who 

. come in numben witJiout any hindrance; and as he liaten11 
to them with grel\t attention, they make their representn­
tion1.< without any fear or hesitation, nnd obtniu redre8ll from 
his impnrtialjty. If any person talks too much or act.a in an 
impropt>l' ml\nner, he is never displeased, and be never knits 
hii- brows. His courtiers have often desil"('d to prohibit 
peoplE' from iahowing so much boldness, but he remnrks that 
hy hr11ri11g their very words and seeing theix· gestures, he 
ncquires n hahit of forbearance n.nd tolerance .... Under 
tlw dictntcs of anger and pnssion he never issues orders 
of dt'ath .... 

' lie is n very elegant' writer in prose, nnd has acquire1l 
profi<·iency in versification; but agreeably to the words of 
0011, I'<>rts deal in falsehoods, he abstains from practising 
it. Ht' dors not like to hear verses except those which con­
fain a mornl. "To please Almighty God, he never turned 
his eyr townrds n flatterer, nor·gave his ear to a poet."' 

This is the cha.r&.eter of a. strict Muslim. The descrip­
tion is 11,vowedly a panegyric, but nevertheless perfectly 
natural and probable in the judgment of every ma.n 
who 1.--nows what the life of a. really rigid Muslim is, 
such a life as a strict Wah ha.bi's. There is nothing 
in the portrait which is inconsistent with the whole 
tenour of Aura.ngzib's career or with the testimony of 
Europe11,n eyewitnesses. Exaggerated as it must seem 
to a western reader, the Indian historian's picture of 
his revered Emperor does not present a single touch 
which Cl\.nnot be traced in the writings of contempo­
rary French and English travellers, and in the state­
ments of other native chroniclers who were less under 
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the influence of the sitter for the portrait. Dr. Careri 
dra.WB a. precisely similar picture of the Emperor as 
be was in bis old age in 1695. But the practice of 
such austerity as we see in this description is not t,he 
Jess remarkable because it is no more than what the· 
religion of Islam exacts of the true believer. Aurang­
zib might have cast the precepts of Muhammad to the 
winds and still kept-nay, strengthened-his hold of 
the sceptre of Hindustan. After the general slaughter 
of hi~ rivals, his seat on the Peacock Throne was as 
secure as ever had been Shah-Jahan's or Jahangir's. 
They held their power in spite of flagrant violations 
of the law of Ialam; they abandoned themselves to 
voluptuous ease, to ' Wein, Weib, u:i:id Gesang,' and 
1,till their empire held together; even Akbar, model 
of Indian sovereigns, owed much of his success to his 
open disregard of the Muhammadan religion. Tho 
empire had been governed by men of the world, and 
thier government had been good. There was nothing but 
h1s own conscience to prevent Auran.gzib from adopting 
the eclectic philosophy of Akbar, the luxurious profli­
gacy of Jahangir, or the splendid ease of Shah-Jahan. 
The Hindus would have preferred anything to a Mu­
hammadan bigot. The Rajpnt princes only wanted 
to be let alone. The Deccan would never have troubled 
Hindustan if Hindustan had not invaded it. Probably 
any other Mughal prince would have followed in the 
steps of the kings his forefathers, and emulated the 
indolence and vice of the Court in which he bad re­
ceived his earliest impressions. 
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Aurangzib did none of these tb~gs. For the first 
time in their history the Mugbals beheld a. rigid Mus­
lim in their Emperor-a. Muslim as sternly repressiv, 
of himself a,a of the people a.round him, a. king whc 
wa.s prepared to sta.ke his throne for tbe sa.ke of th, 
faith. He must have known that compromise a.no 
conciliation formed the easiest and safest policy in an 
empire composed of heterogeneous elements of race 
and religion. He wa.s no youthful enthusiast when 
hE! ascended t 'le throne at Delhi, but a ripe man of 
forty, deeply experienced in the policies and prejudices 
of the Yarious sections of his subject.s. H e must ha.vf' 
been fully conscious of tbe dangerous path he WM 

pursuing, and well awa.re tha.t to run a-tilt against 
every Hind(1 sentiment, ~o alienate his Persian ad­
herents, the flower of bis general staff, by deliberate 
opposition to their cherished ideas, and to disgust hiR 
nobles by suppressing the luxury of a jovial court. 
was to invite revolution. Yet be chose tbis course. 
and adhered to it with unbending resolve through 
close on fifty years of unchallenged sovereignty. The 
flame of religious zeal blazed as hotly in his soul 
when he lay dying among the 1·uins of his Grand Army 
of the Deccan, an old man on the verge of ninety, as 
when, in the same fatal province, but then a. youth in 
the springtime of life, he had thrown off the purple of 
viceregal state and adopted the mean garb of a. men­
dicant fakir. 

All tbis he did out of no profound scheme of policy, 
but from sheer conviction of right. Aurangz.ib wa.-; 
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born with a.n indomita.ble resolution._ He ha~ e~rly 
formed his ideal of life, and every spnng of h1s vigo­
rous will was stretched at full tension in the effort to 
attain it. His was no ordinary courage. That h(• 
was physically bra.ve is only to say he was a ~ughal 
Prince of the old lion-hearted stock. But he w~ 
a..nong the bravest even in their V!3-liant rank. In 
the crisis of the campaign in Balkh, when the enemy 
, like locusts and ants ' hemmed him in on every side. 
a.nd steel was clashing all around him, the setting sun 
heralded the hour of evening pra.yer: Aurangzil,, 
unmoved amid the din of battle, dismounted and 
bowed himself on the bare ground in the compli­
cated ritual of I slam, as composedly as if be had been 
performing the rik'a in tbe mosque at Agra. 'l.'ht­
king of the Uzbegs noted the action, and exclaimed, 
'To ficrht with such a man is self-deatructir'n I ' In 

b 

the decisive battle with Dara, when the fortune of the 
day seemed ca.st against him, and only a. small band 
surrounded· him, he revived the courage of his waver­
ing troops by a simple but typical act: he ordered 
his elephant's legs to be chained together. 

On bis return towards Lahore from the pursuit of 
Dara in Multan, pressing on with his customary forced 
marches, and riding ahead of his army, as usual, 
he was amazeci. to see the Raja Jai Singh, whom 
he believed to be at Delhi, advancing upon him at 
the head of 4000 or 5000 Rajputs. T~e Raja. had 
been a loyal servant of Sbah-Jahan, and it was 
rumoured that he bad hurried to La.bore with th,· 
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design of i:eizing the usurper and restoring his old 
master to power. Aurangzib knew he was in immi­
nent poril, hut he lost not a jot of his self-possession. 
' H:1il, 111y Lon.I Raja!' he cried, riding straight up to 
Ju.i Sini;h, 'l lail, my Lord Father! I have impatiently 
awaited you. The war is over, Dara. is ruined and 
wanders alone.' Then taking off hia pearl neckla.ce, 
and putting it round the Rajput's neck, he said, 'My 
army is weary, and I am fain that you should go 
to Labore, lest it be in revolt. I appoint you 
Governor of the city and commit all things to 
your hands. We shall soon meet ; I thank you 
for disposing of Sulaiman Shuk6h. Haste to La­
hore. Hala:rna t l-acldst: farewell! ' .And J ai Singh· 
obeyed. He did more-he persuaded his neighbour, 
Jaswant Singh of Marwar, to abandon the cause of 
Dani an<l submit to Alll'angzib. 

When stric_ken down with an agonizing malady 
the Emperor never lost sight of his duty. Fr.om his 
sick-bed he directed the affairs of his kingdom, and, 
as Bernier 1·ecords, with the wonder f# an experienced 
physician, 

' On the fifth day of his ilh1ess, dur.ing the crisis of the 
disorder, he causeil himself to be cal'l·ierl iuto the ,assembly 
of the Ommhs [ or uobles 1], for the purpose of undeceiving 
those who might believe he was dead, aud of preventing a 
}J-Opular tumult or any nccident by which Shah-Jahan might 
effect his escape. The same reasons induced hi~ to visit 

1 'Omrah' i~ the usual form employed by the old tl'avellers for 
.\mir, of whfob the plural is Umarli, whence' Omm4.' 
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tbJlt assembly on the seventh, ninth, and tenth days; and, what 
,\ppcars almost incredible, on the thirteenth day, when 
scarcely recovered from a swoon so deep and long that his 
ileath was generally reported, he sent for the Raja Jai Singh 
and two· or three of the principal Omrabs, for the purpose of 
,·erifying his existence. He then desired the attendants to 
rl'ise him in the bed ; called for paper and ink that he might 
write to Etbar-Khan, and despatched a messenger for the 
Great Seal. ... I was present when my Aga became 
acquainted with all these particulars, and heard him exclaim, 
·· What strength of mind I What invincible courage ! 
Hea.veu reserve thee, Aurangzib, for greater achievements ! 
Thou art not yet destined to die 1." ' 

Bernier's scholarly patron, Danishma.nd Khan, said 
no more than the truth. There is something greater 
than common courage in these actions. Nor was such 
contempt of danger and pain limited to his younger 
days. The. old Emperor in his last campaigns in thES 
Deccan shared the perils and hardships of the common 
soldier, and recklessly exposed himself to the enemy's 
sharpshooters 2• 

Aurangzib was n.ot only brave in face of danger 
and in battling with bodily weakness : he ha.d e.n in­
vincible moral courage-the cour~e of the man who 
dares to act unflinchingly up to his convictions. He 
showed this in his dealings with the powerful -.but, to 
him, heretical sect of the Persian Shi'ia, who had 
been the backbone of Akbar's army and still formed 
the best tacticians on his staff. Akbar hac). adopted 

r 

' BerniPr, pp. 125, 126. 
2 See below, pp. 195 196. 
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the solar year of the Persians, and bad.authorized the 
celebration of the N a.ur6z, or New Year's festival, a 
characteristic national institution of Persia. One of 
Aurangzib's earliest acts after his accession r.as to 
prohibit the Naur6z and revert to the clumsy lunar 
reckoning of orthodox Muhammadanism. In vain did 
scholars and mathematicians point out · the incon­
venience of the lunar method, with its ever-shifting 
months, for the purposes of administration, collection 
of revenue, regulation of sea.sons, harvests, and a thou­
sand other matters. All these things were patent to 
a man of Aurangzib's shrewd intelligence ; but they 
weighed nothing against the fact that the lunar system 
was the kalendar of Muhammad the Prophet, and 
whatever Muhammad the Prophet or<lai.nl'd :-;hould lw 
law whilst Aurn.ngzib wa~ king. 

CHAPTER IV 

THE EMPEROR 

IN mat ters of religion the Emperor was obstinate 
to the point of fanaticism. In other matters' he 
displayed the wisdom and judgment of a clear and 
thought ful mind. As be bad his ideal of faith, which 
he fought for a outmnce, so had be his standard of 
kingly duty and his theory of the education of pl'inces 
for the responsibilities of government. 

'}lo mu.n,' soys Bernier, ' can be more alive than Aurangz(b 
to the necessity of storing the min<ls of princes, destined to 
~ule nations, with useful knowledge. As they surpass others 
Ill _powe~ an~ elevation, so ought they, he says, to be pre­
emment 1n wisdom and virtue. He is very sensible that the 
cause of t he misery which afflicts the empires of Asia. of 
th_eir misrule, and consequent decay, should be sought, ~nd 
:9"111 be found, in the deficient and pernicious mode of 
~ structing t he children of their kings. Entrusted from their 
1~fancy to the care of women and eunuchs, slaves from Russia, 
Cu-cassia, Mingrelia, Georgia., or Ethiopia, whose minds are 

debased by the very nature of their occupation ; servile and 
mean to superiors, proud and oppressive to dependents·-
these pr· h ' mces, w en called to the throne, leave the walls of 
the seragr ·te . b . 10 qw ignorant of the duties imposed upon them 
Y ibeir new situation. They appear on the stage of life as 
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if they ca.me from another world; or emerged for the first 
time from a. subterraneous cavern, astonished, like simpletons, 
at all around them 1.' 

A.urangzib's notions of what the education of a. 
prince should be a.re set forth in the reproof he a.d­
ministered to his old tutor when the latter hastened 
to Delhi in the bop~ of a. handsome reward from his 
newly-crowned pupil. After taxing the venerable 
preceptor of his boyhood-who appears to have been 
an ordinary Muslim schoolmaster, such a.s may still 
be met with all over the Ea.st-with his ignorance of 
the geography and relative importance of European 
States, the Emperor went on thus :-

, 'V'i7as it not iucumbent upon my preceptor to make me 
acquainted with the distinguishing features of every nation 
of the earth ; its resources and strength ; its mode of warfare, 
its manners, religion, form of government, and wherein its 
interests principally consist; and, by a regula1· course of 
historical re-;iing, to render me familiar with the origin of 
States ; their progress and decline ; the events, accidents, or 
E!rrors, owing to which such. great changes and mighty 
revolutions have been effected 1 . . . A familiarity with the 
lo.nguage of surrounding nations me.y be indispensable in a 
king; but you would teach me. to read and write Arabic ; 
doubtless conceiving that you placed me under an everlasting 
obligation for sacrificing so large a portion of time to the 
study of a language wherein no one can hope to become 
proficient without ten or twelve years of close application. 
Forgetting how many important subjects ought to be 

'f ·, embraced in the education of a prince, you acted as 1 1 

were chiefly necessary that he should possess great ski' 
1 Bernier, pp. 144, 145. 

' 
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in grammar , and such knowledge as belongs to n Doctol" 
of Law ; an<l thus did you waste the precious hours of my 
youth in the dry, unprofitable, and never-e~ding ta.sk of 
learning words! . . . Ought you not to have mstructed me 
on one point at least, so essential to be known by a king, 
namely, on the reciprocal duties between the sovereign and 
his subjects 1 Ought you not also to have foreseen that I 
might at some future period be compelled to contend with 
my brothers, sword in band, for the crown, and for my very 
exjstence 1 Such, as you must weH know, bas been the 
fate of the chil<lrep of almost every king of Hind6.atan. Did 
you eve1 instruct me in the art of war , bow to besiege a 
town, or dra~ ·up an army in battle array 1 Happy for me 
that I consulted wiser heads than thine on these subjects ! 
Go I withdraw to thy vilJage. .Henceforth let no person know 
either who thou art or what is become of thee 1.' 

The theory of royal education, thus expressed with 
some French periphrasis, would have done credit to 

. Roger Ascham when he was training the vigorous 
intellect of the future Queen Eliza.beth in her seclusion 
at Cheshunt. Aurangzib's ideal of enlightened kingship 
is further expressed in a. speech addressed to one of the 
most distinguished of the nobles, on the occasion of & 

remonstrance with the Emperor on his incessant ap­
plication to affairs of State, which it was feared might 
endanger his health-and which very probably inter­
fered with the licence and perquisites of the ·landed 
nobility. 

'There can surely bt bat one opinior 1 • said the Emperor, 
' among you wise men as to the obligation imposed upon 

' liernier, pp. 155- 16•. 
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a FOvereign, in seasons of difficulty and danger, to hn1.:,11l his 

life, and, if nece!iso.ry, to die sword in hl\nd in defen ce of Int· 

prople committed to his care. A11d yet this goo<l aud 
t·ousiderate man would fain persuade me that the public 
wenl ought to cause me no solicitude; that in devi1<ing 
means to promote it I should never pass n sleepless night., 
nor spare a single day from the punrnit of some luw nnd 
sensual gratification. According to him, I am to Le ~" 1y,·d 
by considerations of my own bodily health, and d11efl y to 
study what may best minister to my penional e.\Se anti 
enjoyment. .No doubt he would have me al,andou the 
government of this vast kingdom to some vizier; he ,;1·cms 
not to consider that, being born the son of a king and plac1>d 
on the throne, I was sent into the world l,y Provideuc1, to 
live and la.hour, not for myself, but for others , that it ii, my 
duty not to Uliuk of my 0W11 ha}'pinc~s, ~xc~pt "° fo.i- 11• it 
1s iuseparably co11nected with the happ,"1e .. -; of my pcoplr. 
Lt is the repose and prosperity of my aubjecti:> t ht. it b,·hu ,·~s 
me to consult; nor are tlu.:se to bf· ·r1fir I to ,mythit1f{ 
besides tho demands of just1.:c, the me.i11ten;i11ce of lht• ru11ll 

authority, and the ~ecurity of lhe St.ah . 'l'lii,· man c1umut 
veuetrate into the consequem·e;, of the inertness be recom 
mcn<ls, and he is ignorant, ol th~ evils that attend upon 
!l1•l1 r;ated power. It was not without reason th1.1t our great 
:-;a'di emphatically extll\i.mcd, "Cease tu be KinAJ8 ! OJ,, eta/le 
to be Kings ! Or determin, that yMr dmninions slwll be 
yoverntd only by vom·selv& 1." ' 

This ideal of kingship accords with the tenour of 
tho numerous letters which have been preserved from 
Aurangzib's correspondence. In oneoftbPse, addressed 
to bis captive father. he says:-
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Almighty God bestows his trusts upon him who dischargc:1 

1
_ e duty of cherishing his subjects and protecting the people. 
It is manifest and clear to the wi!;e that a. wolf is no fit 
,-hepherd, neither can o faint-bea.rte<l mau carry out the great 

duty of government. Sovereignty i~ the guard.ians~p of t~e 
people, not self-indulgence and pi-ofhgacy. The Ahmghty will 

,!diver your humble ~crvant from all feeling of remone as 
regards your Majesty'.' 

He made it absolutely clear to Shah-Jahan that 
his usurping son would suffer no sentiment of filial 

piety to stand between him a.nd his duty to the 

people:-

. [ wish to avoid JOUr censure,' he wrote in another lettel' 

to his father, ' and cannot endure that .yon should form a 
wrong estimaw of my chantcte1·. My elevation to the U1roue 
has uot, as you imagine, filled me with insoleuco and pride. 
You know, by more than forty yeurs' expe1·ience, how 

hurthcnsomc an ornament. a crown is, and with how sad and 
aching an heart ·a. monarch retires from the public gaze . 
. . . You seem to think that I ought to devote less time and 

attention to the consolidation and security of the kingdom, 
a11d that it would better become me to devise and execute 
plans of aggrandizement. I am indeed far from denying that 
1·onquests ought. to distinguish the reign of a great monarch, 
a11d that I should disgrace the blood of the great Tunur, our 

honoured progenitor, if I did not seek to extend the bounds 
uf my prtl9ent territories. At the same time, I cannot be re­
proached with inglorious inaction .... I wish you to re­
collect the greatest conquerors are not always the gr~atest 
kings. The nations of the earth have often be~ subjugnt.ed 
hy IUPre uncivilised barbariaus, 11.Dd the most extensive con-

1 Kha.ft Khan, in Elliot und Oow110u, vol vii. p. 253-
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quests have in a few short years crumbled to piece,. }fo is 
the truly great king who makes it the chief business of his 
life to govern his subjects with equity 1.' 

One is naturally curious to trace how far Aura.n<r-o 
zib ca.med these a.dmira.ble theories into practice-IA, 
discover whether he really tried to rule aft.er tbr 
exalted standard he set up in his letters a.nd conver­
sation, or whether thc.<Je were merely fine phrases and 
diploma.tic assurances, such as the Emperor was only 
too fond of using. He wa.s undoubtedly 'reserved. 
subtle, and-a. complete master of the a.rt of disi;imu­
Ja.tion,' as Bernier says ; and the utterances of a man 
so iittle frank, atid so prone to the art of managing 
men by diploma.tic era.ft rather than by an outspoken 
candour, require to be watched and weighed befor~ 
they can be accepted as his honest convictions. All 
wo know of his methods of government, however. 
goes to prove tba.t his fine sentiments were really the 
ruling principles of his life. No a.ct of injustice, ac­
cording to the la.w of Islam, has been proved against 
him. Ovington, whose· personal a.uthority is worth 
little, but -yvho derived bis opinioDS and information 
from Aurangzib'a least partia.l critics, the English 
merchants at Bombay and Surat, ea.ya that tho Orea! 
Mogul is 'the ma.in ocean of justice . ... He generally 
determines with exact justice and equity; for there is 
no ploac.Ung of peerage or privilege before the Em­
peror, but the meanest ma.n is as soon heard by 
Aurangzib as the chief Omrah: which makes the 

' Bernier, pp. 167. 168, ,.,ho sa71 he u.w tht feller. 

THE EMPEROA 81 

omrahs very circumspect of their actions and punctual 
n their payments 1.' The native chronicler, already 

quoted, has told u11 that the Emperor was a milcl and 
pa.instaking judgo, easy of a.pproa.cb. and gentle of 
manner . and the same cha.meter ii:; given him by 
Dr. Ca.reri, who ea.w him in the Deccan in 1695 2• 

Generosity was not a. salient virtue in the charaetet· 
f Aurangzib, who was reputed to be ava.ricious and 

mgga.rclly in ma.tters of money a.nd presents-though 
not in a.lmsgiving: be could be gene1·oue to his poorer 
su bjecta. Soon after hie accession to the throne he 
fo und thu.t the late deva.stating movements of the 
,•ort~nding armies, combined with a. drought, bad 
.,roduced a. fa.mine in the land. He at once estab­
, 1<1bed houses for the distribution of free dinnt!rs, a.nd 
\ lered the remission of a.bout eighty taxes, induding 
tlic vexatious highway and ferry tolls, the ground cess 

,1. house'I and shops, &c. Other taxes, 1:iuch as thoicie 
on Hind(1 and Muhammadan fairs, licences for spirit.a, 
hambling-hells, and houses of ill-fame, were probably 
ni1olishetl from r('ligious motives : tbc Puritan Kin~ 
would not tuke toll for iniquity. But the rci;t could 
•mly 111.1.vL• lieen remitt.ed for the sa.ke of helping i~ 

lll'Ccssitous population. Aura.ngzH, had t-00 strong an 
~rmy at bis back to be obliged to cultivate popularity 
it the cost of a. serious loss to bi1:1 exchequer. It i:-1 
true the remission of many of these taxea was ovaded 
b tlw local oflicia.lq and landowners, who continued 

• S<·c li<•low, p. 198. 
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to co11cct. U1c1n with the connivance of the imperial 
inspectors ; but this was the fault of a defective 01· 

corrupt exocutive, not of the Emperor's good inten­
tion. When t-iuch infractions of his orders came to 
his knowledge the offenders were fined; but tho 
royal anger was shortlh•cd, o.nu the Cl.\lprits were too 
soon forgivon, and returned to their old ways of 
oppression. So mild. indeed. was the Emperor's rule 
that ' throughout the imperial dominions no fca.r and 
dread of puniAhment remained in the hearts' of the 
provincial and district oflicia.la, and the result was 1L 

state of ndministrati vo corruption and OP.pression worse 
than harl <'vcr been known unclcr the patrrnal hut 
watchful rule of Shah-Jahan 1. Cynical crilirs lmv\: 
explained Aurang7.ib's ineffectual generosity 11s an 
ingenious co11trivance to curry favour with the people 
witliout impoverishing the treasury. Dr. CaTen seems 
to incline to the opinion that the Emperor cc.nnived 
nt his Amh-s' misdeeds in order to gain their suppl)rt. 

A cortttin amount of conciliation of' powel'ful el1ief\ . 
and even winking at their irregularities is inse.parablt: 
from a qua.:;i-fcuda.l administration.and Aurang~ib 111ay 
have felt himself compelled som<'timc•s to shuL hi:. 
eyes lest worse things should happen. The pin i11 i tl­
tcrprcta.tion, however, of the remission of tax ,•s a:s an 
ar.t of bounty, dictn.tcJ by the Koranic injnncl ion of' 
benevolence to ' I he nce,ly nnJ the son ol' the road ' 
is simpl~r and more consistent with nil we know 
of t,h6 F.1nperor·s disposition He was 11ot Lhe 011111 

1 Kh:ifl Khan, I . , .. v.,I yj j pp 2 16 8 
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· e a.t ill"'"m1.l extortion or the oppression to coruuv - «=>-

of the poor; a,nd his _n.e.ti~e Indi~ ~en~ _for _craft 
a.nd dissimulation, which aided h1m m hia ~trigues 
f, the throne, and form a tradition in all Indian 

0
°:tive government, were probably discounted by hie 

r, ll w countrymen. Europea.ne · a.re a.lwa.ys apt to 
e 

O 

gera.te the success of oriental guile, which ma.y 
eng b · t · indeed deceive the plain man of the west, u 1s 
oompa,ra.tivP-ly innocuous among brothers of the era.ft. 

Indeed, Aura.ngzib's ha.bit of mind did not lend 
itself to trusting his oflicia.ls and miniatet'S overmuch, 
whether they were efficient or corrupt. As has been 
seen, he was no believer in. delegated a.utbority; and 
the lessons in treachery which the history of his 
dynasty afforded, and in which heh~ hims.elf born_e a 
pa.rt during the wa.r of succession, sank deep mto a. mmcl 
naturally prone to suspicion. His father, Shah-Jo.ban, 
said of him that, able as he was in wa.r and in counsel, 
in a.otion and administra.tion, Aurangzib · was too full 
of subtle suspicion, and never likely to find anyone 
whom he could trust.' The prophecy ca.me only too 
true. Aurangzib never trusted a soul. That he lived 
in dread of poison is only what many Mugha.l princes 
endured : be had of course a. taster-some say his 
daughter-to test the wholesomeness of his food, and 
if he took medicine his physician had to ' lead the 
way, take pill for pill, dose for dose,' that he might 
see their operation upon the body of the doctor before 
he ventured upon it himselfl. His father had done 

1 Ovington, p. 209. 
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the like before him. Aurang1.(b w&a served by 11. 

large staff of official reporters, called Waki' 7ICLIJ~. 

such as his forefathers-and for that matter th~ 
Kha.life of Baghdad, to quote high precedent-had 

also employed. These men. who wore locally too 
well known to merit the opprobrious title of spies 
~ent regular letteni from a.11 the chief places in tlu­
provinces to keep tho Great Mogul informed of all 

that went on 10 the mo8t distant a.,q well as the· 

nos.rest ~istrict..q_ Their nows-lotter1-1 011,en brought, 
information of the most important ua.tur~ to the 
court; but they also cominunica.t{•d tho rnollt trillinir 

• b 
event.a an<l conversat1ons that ca.me> under the writ<'n, 
notice. Those corre.qpondcnt.<i wen• of course lia.l,le to 

be hribed by dishon~t governors, an,! <louhtlci-;s oftPn 

impprcsscd what they should have reporter!: l111t they 

acted a.s a sa.lut.ary check upon tlie locul ollir1:ds. 

They were, in fa.cL Crown inspcc-torl:I a nd Wc.'rP h&ld 

in 11omo drood by corrupt aAlm inistre lors and laud 

owners By their aid Aurangzih wai; ,1bli· lo cxtr­
cii.e his passion for business, to examine the minutt 

details of administration an,! to cxcrci:,(' hi:1 i,a­

lronagt; down to till appoinlint'nt or thio m~r,.,1 
clerk. 

There wa." noth ing new in t l11::i sys tc:"'"I of prccau­

~ion : it wnx the usual oriental method. Rut he 
carrie,i bi-; check upon ' dc-h•ta.tcd authority ' furtlt .. r 
than bis prc<lccl!issm·s. He o.uoplcd much t l\c ~a1110 

1>lan as that which prcva.ib in our own police !.jsll'in 

he: kt:pt I.Iloving lti~ officiul!i ahou~. and pla<'cd 1,h.,111 
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M far as possible from their est.awe. In the words of 

Dr. Fryer. Aurangzib 

govern~ by thii> m1u.i1u : To cre11te as many Omrahs or nobles 
out of the Mughols or Pea-sian followers as may be f11irly 
entru~~d. hut. nlw11ys with this policy-To remove them to 
n•mote clutrie11 from tlmt wlll't't' thei~ j,gfr or annuity ar111t-s , 

09 uot thinking it fit to trust them with foi-ces or mo1111y i11 
their l\llotted prinripalitie1<, lt!et they should he tempted to 
uuyokc th,,mi-rh-ee, 1L111l slip tht•ir neck fnim the scrvitud,· 
1:npos<'<l upon thl'lll ; for which purpose their wives and 
ehild1·~n un• luft OR plt'tlge~ l\t C\lurt, while they follow the 
wars ur art' ntlmi11iste1·i11g in cities au<l provinces; from 
wllt'm.-e, wlwn tlwy retur11, thoy h11,ve 11othing they can call 
their own, 011ly wlmt thl'Y hnve cheated by false muetere and 
a linnl l111ncl ovf'I" lioth soldiers o.ud people; which many times 
too, whe11 m1u1iff11I, they are forced to refund to the king, 
lho11gh uot re~tore to the oppressed; for nil money, as well 
.u go11d11 1md l1111ds, ore properly his, if he rl\ll for them 1.' 

This is a. wider genera.lisa.tion than is justified by 
the fncts, a.n,l it a.ppe.ars from his letters that Aurangzib 

repud ia.ted the esta.blished M ugbal custom of confis­
cating to the Crown the estate~ of deceased owners to 
t he detriment of their na.turai heirs. But that he 

look every precaution tha.t his ever alert suspicion could 
devis1:i to paralyze the possible turbulence of his chief 

officers is true, and the growing family prestige of 
some of the gren.t houses rendered it necessary. He 
carried his llistrust to the point of nt:rvous appreht>n­
s ton. He treated his sons as he treated bi!i nobles. 
iniprixoned his eldest for lifo, and kept his second 

' l >r Jol,11 Frypr'~ Ne,p AttoMnl oj Lrnt,a Lond. 1~), p. r95. 
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son in captivity for six year11 upon a. mere su1:,picion 
of disloyalty. It is true· he had good reason to 
know the da.nger of a son's rebellion. His fourth son, 
Prince Akba.r, joined the insurgent R,jputs against 
hm father; and another, Prince A'zam, was always 
intriguing against the heil- apparent, in a way that 
must have reminded Aura.ngzib of his own treat­
ment of Mur,d-Bakhsh. But, however well-founded 
in some cases, this general ha.bit of distrust was fatal 
to the Emperor's popularity. Good Muslims of his 
own and la.tel· days have sung his praises and ex­
tolled his virtues ; but the mass of his court.iers and 
officers lived in dread of a.rousing his suspicion, and, 
while they feared, resented bis distrustful scrutiny. 
Aura.ngzib was universally respected, but be was 
never loved. His father, Shah-Ja.Mn, in his graceful. 
indolent, ~elfish old age, even more tbau in his 
vigorous prime, waa JX4er pat1·iae, adored of his suh­
jects. Aurangzib was incomparably his father's 
superior-a. wiser man, a ju1:1ter king. a. more clement 
and benevolent 1·uler ; bis greatest calumniator, 
Manucci, admits that his heart was really kinJ ; yet 
all his self-restraint, his sense of duty, his equity, aud 
laborious care of his people, coantod for nothing iu 
their hearts against his cold reserve and distrust. 
His very asceticism and economy and simplicity of 
life were repugnant to a nation nccustomod to the 
:-plcndolll' of Shah-Jahan's magnificent court. 'The 
111a.'3s of bis subjects felt that if t,lwy must have an 
alien in race and ·religion for their king, at least let 
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_ h , himself a king right royally, and shed his 
h un s OVI ' hil I . . radiance on his subjects, even w e ie 
soveie1gn Tb" 

. 1 ti .. purses upon his stately pleasures. 1s empt.1l'< ,e11 

. t "hat Aurangzib could not do. The very 
was J us d' ~--. f bis nn.turc kept bis people at a. 1s= ce, loftmess o . . . 
while his inflexible uprightness and fr1g1d virtue 

chilled their hearts. , . 
This cold austerity, of Aurangz1b destroyed Ins 

ti Few kings have ha.cl better intentions. but. 
1u uence. , . 
the best will in the world will not_ briu~ iiopu a.nty. 
or make men <lo what you think n ght. n erely 
heca.uf;e they know you think it so. T~e peo~le _s~w 
through t.he suave manner and placid n.nuaoil1t?• 
of lhc- judge who list.med so indulgently_ to their 
petitions, and perceive<l a bigot's atroptued heart. 
behind th<' gracious smile. It has been usu:i.l to call 
the <'ha.ra<·wr of Aurangzih a puzzling compound or 
contradictiorn;. \'ct, there i'l no inconsistency in his 
:1cts or words. Hi:,, character is that of the Puritan. 
with all its ficl'y zeal, 1(,; ascetic restraint, its l::!l' l f-

1lenial, its uncompromising tenacity of righteous pur­
pose, its high id<'als of conduct and of duty ; and also 
with its cold bc,·crity, its curbed impulses, its fana­
licism, it..-i morbid distrust of 'poor human nature: 
its essential un lovableness. Aura.ng:db possf'S!!cd 
1nany great qualities, be practised all the virtues: but 
he \\U.S la.eking in the one thing needful in a leader 
of men : ho could not win love. Such a one may 
1tdi11mi,,ler an 1.:mpirc, but he cannot rule the ht:aru 
or llll'n. 



CHAPTER V 

TH£ COURT I 

S IMPLE of hfc :1wl ti. cctle' u,-, lw \\ as by ilii,po::;itio1, 

Aura.ng:Gib coulii not nltog1•tber do aw:iy with the 

l'omp a.nu coreinony of a. Court which hnd attained 

the pinnacle of splendour unil<'r lHs m:ignificunt father 
l_n private lif<' it wa,._ possthl<' to ohi~<'n't- Lh, 1 ig1d 
rul<•s, and pra<'tise tho priv11tions of n i;aiHt: buL in 

public th,, Empe1"'1 must ronfon11 to the oroetd,-ots 

set. l>y l1is royal n.neestors from th<' d u.vs 01 A k l,at , 

rnd hold his state w1th all th'" impo ... id~ muj~.~ty 

which bad boen so d~a.r to Shah-Jahan. Little 11.s he 

was himself dii-pui:;t'd to t>11lti vu.te · the pm11p8 and 

vanities of this wiekt-d w orld' be wa.-. perft>c·tly "wart: 
of their importanc~ i11 thl f'y1 ·s of l11<1 subjt"t"ts 

A Grc-.t 'Mnsu,, w ,tJ1011 JOrg<'ou:-. d:ub, ~ tla -lin~ 

Jt,Hls. a. 6 litiieting as,t-mblage of amwcl nd richly 
hn.hited co'-lrt10rs. 1wd nil the pagc.-nntry o,· royal 

state, would have ol'en iJH·uu c, , ival,lt-, or c ,11"e111pti bl1 

' 'l'he prime nut hority " " A11r:1nir1.11,•, c .. u,·t al Dell, ,t .B#•n,erlS 
r,.,,,~~- lli I ndmirnl,lo 1!f ,cripl1•,11. full .,f tltt l.r. 1•, • : "",r el 
nu 0 hservnnt eyl·-wit11r~, hllll b,•en exn•llrnth ,-eoJ-,rc:d lliy Ill• 
Arl'hihahl Consla "le i11 11ls 1r.,n~lalio11 C.11uahl; i 0,,,,.,,,1 71,vr/11J" 
WI i 1891), whil·h I havn b~"" p,1rmitt,,,J lu q1101c. 
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to a people who had been accustomed for centurie::; 
to worship and delight in the glorious spect;acle of 
~ugust monarchs enthroned a.mid a blaze of splendour. 
With Orienta.ls, more even tha.n with Europe&ru1. the 

clothes ma.ke the king; and not his own subjects 
only, but the ambassadors of foreign Powers 'would 
have thought meanly of the Emperor if be had 
"'holly ca.st off the purple and fine linen of his rank 
and neglected to receive them sumptuously,~ became 
a grand -nwnarque. Accordingly Aurangzib followed, 
at lea.st in his earlier yea.rs a.nd in the more essentia.l 
ceremonia.l details, the Court custom which had been 

handed down unchanged from the first organizer of 
the Empire, bis great-grandfather Akbar. 

The Emperor divided his residence bet.ween Delhi 
and Agra, but Delhi wa.s the chief capit;al, where 

most of. the state ceremonies took place. I>elhi 
wa.s the creation of the Mughe.ls, for th~i old city of 
former kings bad been dismantled and neglected to 
form the new capital of Shah-Ja.han-abad, ' The Citv 
of Shah-Jahan,' which that Emperor huilt iu 1638-48, 
i\nd, -nun·e 1lfon9oliro, named after bimi.elf. ·Agra had 
bet>n the metropolis of Akbar,'a.nd usually of Jahangir; 

hut its sultry climate interfered with the enjoyment o( 

their luxurious eu~, and the ( ·ourt was a.ocord­
ingly removed, at lea.st for a large pa.rt of the year, 
t o ~ ew Delhi, the 'City of Sbah-Ja.han.' The ruins o( 
this apl d'd · 1 . en 1 cap1t;a , its mosques, and the noble 
remains of its superb palace are !a.miliar to every 
reader To "e 't 't . . I · ., e 1 as 1 was m its g ory, however, we 
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must look through the eyes of Bernier, who saw it 
when only eleven yea.rs had passed since its comple­
tion. His <lescription was written at the capital itself, 
in 1663, after he had spent four yea.rs of continuoui. 
residence there: so it may be assumed that he knew 
his Delhi thoroughly. The city. he tells 'us, wru; 

built in the form of a crescent on the rjgbt bank of 
the Jamna, which formed its north-eastern bouo<lary. 
a.nd was crossed hy a single bridge of boats. The fiat 
sunonnding country was the11, as 110w, richJy wood1.;d 
an<l cultivated, and tho city was famous for its 
luxuriant gardens. Its circuit, sa.ve on the river side. 

b 

was bounded by brick witlls, without moat or fosSt", 
and of little value for the pw·pose of defence, i;ince 
they were scarcely fort.ifie<l, save by some · flanking 
towns of antique shape at interval!:> of a.bout <)lie 

hundred paces, and a bank of earth forming a pl:ir­
furm behind t~e walls, four or five feet in thickness.' 
The circuit of the walls was six or seven 1rulcs; but 
outside the gates were extensive sul,ur1,s, where the 
chief nobles and wealthy merchants had their lux11rious 
houses; and there also were the decayed and straggling 
remains o[ the older city just without the walls of its 
supplanter. · Numberless narrow streets interseeteJ 
this wide area, and displayed every variety of build­
ing, from the thatched mud and bamboo huts of ~he 
troopers and ca.mp-followers, and the clay or brick 
houses of the smaller officials and merchants, to ,the 
spacious mansions of the chief nobles, with their 
courtyards and gardens, fountains and cool matted 
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chambers, ope~ to the four winds, where the a.ftemoou 
siesta. might be enjoyed during the heats. 

T~o ma.in streets, perhaps thirty paces wide. a.u<l 
very long and straight, lined with covered arcade:,; of 
shops, led into the ' great royal square ' which fronted 
the fortress or palace of the Emperor. Thi;:-; square 
was the meeting-place of the citizens and tho an uy, 
and the scene of varied spectacles. Hei·e the Raj put 
Rajas pitched their tent.<; when it was their uuty to 
mount ·guard; for Rajputs never consented to be 
cooped up within M ughal walls. Here might bt- i-;een 
the cavalcade of the great nobles when their turn to 
watch arrived. 

Nuthiug can lie co11ceived mnch more brilliant than the 
great square i11 front of the fortress at the hours when the 
Omrah~, H.ijas, and Mansabdiirs repair to the citadt>l to 
mount guard or attend the assembly of the Am-Khas ror H all 
of Audience l The ) la,nsnhdArs flock thither from all parts, 
well mounkd ,L11<I rc1uippctl, Rnd splendidly accompanied h.v 
four H·rv1tuts, two behind and t wo before, to clear the street 
for t li,·ir muster:;. Om rahs aud Rajus ride thither, somt: 011 

hur,;,·l,ad, some 011 majest ic elephants ; but the greater :part 
are rnme_yed on the i,houlders of six meu, in rich palankius, 
lcanin/.! 11gai1 ,;t :L tl11ck cushion of bl'ocade, and chewing their 
betel, 1or th1. double pnrpose of sweetening their heath nud 
redclr,mn« 1)i., r lips. On the one side of every palankin i :< 
seen a SE!rvant Leariug the pfkdan, or spittoon of porcelaill or 
silvt-r; ou tl1,• other side two more servant-a fan the luxurious 
Ion!, ancl fl q, awny the flies, ol" brush off the d11St with a 
peacock's-tail i'nn; thrPe ur four footmen ma1ch in front to 
clear tlie wuy, a11d a choseu nu111Ler of the best formE!d ru1d 
best mou11tcd horsemen follow in the rear. 
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· Here too is held a bazar or market fof an emllcMi 
Vi\ricty of things; which, like the Pont Neuf at Paris, is thl· 
r,mdezvous for all sorts of mountebanks and juggle1·s. Hither 
likewise the astl'ologers resort, both Muhammadan and 
Geutile [Hindu]. These wise doctors remaiu seated in the 
sun, on a dusty piece of carpet, handling some old mathe­
mntical inetrlfl1ents, and having open before them a large 
book which represents the signs of the zodinc .... They tell 
a poor person hie fortune for a pa-isa ( which is worth alJOut 
one sol) ; aud !d'ter examiiiiug the hand and face of the 
:lpplicant, turning over the leaves of the large book, and 
pretending to make certain calculations, these impostors 
decide upon the sa'at or propitious moment of commencing 
t,he business he may have in hand.' 

Among the rest a half-caste Portuguese from Goa 
sat gravely on bis carpet, with an old mariner's com­
pass and a. couple of breviaries for stock in trade: he 
could not r ead them, it is true, but the pictures in 
them answered th6 tum, and be told fortunes as well 
as the beat. A tal, Bestias, ta.l Ait'rolog'U,I), be un­
blushingly observed to the Jesuit }father Buzee, who 
saw him at his work. Nothing was done in India in 
those days without consulting astrologers, of whom 
these baza.r humbugs were the lowest rank. Kings 
and nobles granted large aala1:iea to these crafty 
diviners, and· never ·undertook the smallest affair 
without taking their advice. 'They read whatever 
is written in heaven; fix upon the scf.'at, and soln 
any doubt by opening the Koran.' 

Beyond the 'great royal square' was the fortress, 
which contained the Emperor's pa.lace an<l maltoll or 
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seraglio, and commanded & view of the river acro:ss 
the sandy tract where the elephant -fights took place 
and the Raja.'s troops pa.raded. The lofty walls wen· 
i_,lightly fortified with battlements and towers and sur­
rounded by a moat, and sma.11 field pieces were pointe<l 
upon . the town from the embrasures. The palace 
within was the most magnificent building of its kinu 
in the Ea.st, and the private rooms or mah.all alone 
covered more than twice the space of the Escuria.1 
or of any European palace. One entered the fort 
hctw~n two gigantic stone elephants carrying tl1e 
:st.atu'3s of Ea,jas ·Jai Mal and Patta of Chit6r, who 
offorml a determined resistance to Akba.r, and, soone1· 
than submit, clied in a last desperate sally; so that 
thoir memory was cherished even by their enemies. 
Passing between these stone heroes ' with indiscriba.bh· 
a.we and respect,' and crossing the courtyard within. 
the long and spacious Silver Street stretched before Ont!, 
with its canal running down the middle, and its raised 
pavements and area.des on either side. Other street-< 
opened in every direction, and here and there were seen 
the merchants' ca.1-avanserais and the great workshops 
where the artisans employed by tho Emp,•ror arnl tlw 
nobles plied their hereditary craf"ti; of c111l,ruidny . 

silver and gold smithery, gun-ma.king, lacquer-work. 
muslin, painting, turning, and so forth. 

Delhi was famous for its skill in the arts and crafts. 
It was only under royal or aristocratic patronage that 
the artist flourished ; elsewhere the artisan was at 
the mercy of his tempora.1-y employer, who. pa.id !aim 
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as he chose. The Mugha.l Emperors disP.la.yed a. la.ud­
a.ble a.pprecia.tion of the fine a.rte, which they employed 
with la.vish ~ands in the "decoration of their p~. 

' The arts in the Indies,' says Bernier, 'would long ago 
have lost their beauty' and delicacy, if the Monnrch and 
principal Omrahs did not keep in their pay a number of 
nrtists who work in their houses.' Yet there' a.re ingenious 
men_ in every part of the Indies. Numerous are the 
instances of handsome pieces o( workmanship made · by 
persons destitute of tools, and who can scarcely be said to 
have recei vcd instruction from a master. · Sometimes they 
imitate [ alns !J so perfectly articles of Europ<>an mannfuctnre, 
that the difference between the original and the copy could 
hardly be discerned. · · Among other things the Indians make 
excellent muskets and fowling-pieces, and_ such beautiful 
gold orn,,ments that it may be donoted if the exquisite 
workmanship of those articles can be exceede<! by any 
European goldsmith. I have often admired the beauty, 
softness, and delicacy of their paintings and miniatures, and 
was particulauly struck with the exploits of Akbar, painted 
on a shield, by a celebrated artist, who is said to have been 
seven years in completing the picture. · The Indian painters 
are chiefly deficient in just proportions, and in the expres­
sion of t he face.' 

The orthodox Muhammadan objection to the repre­
s~nta.tion of living things had been overruled by 
Akbar, who is recorded to ha.ve expressed his views 

on painting in these words :-

: There are many thnt bate painting; but such men I dis­
like. It apptlarS to me a.s if a painter ,had quite peculiar 
means of recognizing God. For a painter in sketching any­
thing that has life, and in devising its limbs one 11fter the other, 
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must come to feel that he cnnnot bestow individuality upon 
his work, aod is thus forced to think of God, the giver of 
life, and will thus increase in knowledge.' 

A large number of exquisite miniatures, or paintings 
on paper designed to illustrate manuscripts, or to form 
royal portrait-albums, have come down to us from the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, which fully bear 
out Bernier's prai!',e. The technique and detail are 
admirable, and tho colouring and lights often a.stonish­
ingly skilful. ':['hey include portraits of the emperors, 
princes, and chief nobles, which, in spite of Ben;iier's 
ci-i.ticism, display unusual power in the delineation 
of individual countenances ; and there are landscapes 
which are happily conceived ~d brilliantly executed 1• 

There is no doubt that 'the Jesuit missions at Agra. 
and other cities of Hindustan brought west:em ideas 
to bear upon the development of Indian painting. · 
Jahangir, who was, by" his own account, ' very fond 
of pictures ·and an excellent judge of them,' is re­

corded to have had a picture of the Madonna behind 

1 Mr. Archibald Constable hill! brought two of these interesting 
relics or a little-known art within the reach of all by reproducing 
them with marked success in his Orient.al J,[i:;ullany, where the 
frontispiece to Bernier's Trllffi8 is a fine portrait of Shah.Jaban, 
and a landscape of Akbar hunt ing by nigbt illustrates Somervile's 
?7111<:e, appended to Dryden's .A.ureiag-Zebe. Both ii.re after originals 
•n Colonel H. B. Hanna's collection. The portrait of A=gzib 
prefixed to thls volume is after a drawing by an Indian artist, con­
tained in an album in the Briti~h Museum (Add. 18,8o1, no. 34 , 
Which bears the seal of .A.tiliraf Khiin an<\ the date A. H. 1072 

(~661, 2 ). It represents Aurangub at about the time of his acces-
sion or p '-- . fin ' eruaps somewhat earlier, and belongs to the rarest and 

est olags of Indian portraits. 
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a curtain, and this picture is represented in a. con­
temporary painting which has fortunately been pre­
served 1. Tavernier saw on a gate outside Agra a 
representation of Jahangir's tomb 'c.-u-ved with a great 
black pall with many torches of white wax, and two 
Jesuit ]fathers at the end,' and adds that Shah-Jahan 
allowed this to remain because ' his father and himself 
had learnt from the Jesuits some principles of mathe­
matics and astrology 2.' The Augustinian friar Man­
rique, who ca.me to inspect the Jtisuit mu;sions, in the 
time of Sbah-Jahan, found the Prime-minister Asaf 
Khan, at Lahore, in a palace decorated with pictureis 
of Chri1:1tian saints a. In most M ughal portraits, the 
J1ead of the Empero1· is sunounded by an aureole 
or nimbus, and many other features in t_he schools 
of painting at Agi-a, and Delhi remind one of con­
temporary Italian art. The a.rlists were held in high 
favour at Court; and many of their names have been 
presei·ved. Their worki; added notably to the deco­
ration of the splendid and elaborate palaces which 
are amongst the most durable memori~ls of the 
Mughal period. 

Leaving the artjsts· workshops, a.nd traversing tht• 
guard·s quadrangle, one reached the cynosure of all 
courtiers' eyes, the Hall of Audience, or Am-Kha.a; 
a vast court, surrounded by covered area.des, with 
a great open hall or sublimated portico, raised above 

1 In the collection of Colonel H. B. Hanna. 
• Tra1>els, vol. i. p. 1 n. 
• ::Manrique, Itimrario , 1049), p. 374. 
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the crround, on the further side, opposite the great 
«o.t/ The roof of this hall was supported by rows 
~j columns, and beautifully painted and gilt, and in 
Lh1.' wall which formed its back was, and still i!-1, the 
fo,rnous.7/iw·iiklia,-the ample open window where the 
Great Mogul daily sat upon hii; throne to be secu of 
all t,hc people who thronged the spaciou!'l court. On 
h 8 right and le~ stood the Princes of the Blood ; anrl 
henuith, in the hall itself, within a-silver railing, were 
grouped the four Secretaries of Stat(.}, and the chief 
uoi>lcs and officers of the realm, tho Raja.s, and the 
ma.. y amuaissa.dors who came from foreign States, 
all standing ,vith eyes cast to the ground an<l hands 
cro:,sed in the customary attitude of respect, whil<' 
the Kin,Y's musicians discoursed 'sweet and pkasant 

I:> 

tnu~ic., Further oft~ and lo,ver <lO'\\'ll, out::iidn the 
silver rail, the arrn,y of M:ansa.bdars and lesser nobles 
and officials gleao:..ed with colour and jewels and 
~tecl. ,, hile t he rest of the hall and the whole court 
were Lhronged with every class of the subjects, high 
and low, rich and poor, all of wbo·rn had the right to 
sec and have audience of the Emperor. Once there, 
however no one mio-ht leave the Presence until the , I:> 

lev<:e was over. 
Tho scene on any State occasion was imposing, and 

almost justified tho inscription on the gateway: 'If 
there be a Heaven upon earth, it is Here, it is Here.' 
The approach of Aurangzib ,vas heralded by the shrill 
piping of the ha.utboys and clashing of cymbals from 
the band-gallery over the great gate:-
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'The King appeared seated upon bis throne at the end or 
the great ball in the most magni6ceut attire. His vest wa~ 
of white and delicately flowered sa.tin, with a silk and goM 
embroidery of the finest texture. 'rhe tul'bau of gold cloth 
had an aigrette whose base was composed of diamonds of au 
extraordinary size and value, besides an orien.to.l topaz which 
may be pronounced unparalleled, exhibiting a lustre like'thll 
sun. A necklace of immense pearls suspended from his ue<·k 
reached to the stomach. The throne was supporte<l by six 
massy feet, said to be of solid gold, ap1·iukled ove1· wil h 
rubies, emeralds, and diamonds. It was constructed by-Sh«h­
Jahan tor the purpose of displaying the immense quantity of 
precious stones accumulated successively in the Treasury 
from. the spoils of ancient Rajas and Patans, and tilt' 
annual pr~uts to the monarch which- every Om rah is bou11<I 
to make on ce1-tain festivals 1. At the foot of the throne w,,r,· 
assembled all the Omrahs, in splendid apparel, upon a 

platform surrounded by a silver- railing and covered by ;1 

spacious canopy of brocade with deep fringes of gold. The 
pillars of the hall were hung with brocades of a gold groull(I, 
and flowered satin canopies were raised over the whole ex­

panse of the exteusive apartment, fastened with red silhe11 

1 Tavemit>.r t i. 381-5) has recorded an elaboratedescriptionofUu· 
famous Peacock Throne, which resembled, he say", a bed, stand in(( 
uron four (not six) massive foot, about two feet high, and wa• 
covered by a canopy supported by twelve columns, belted with Jim• 
pearls, from which hung the royal sword, mace, shield, bow nnd 
arrows. The throne was plated with gold and inl.Jlid with dwmondR. 
emeralds, pearls, and rubies. Above the canopy was a golden 
peacock with spread tail, wmposed of sapphires and other stonch, 
On either side of the peacock were bouquets of golden flowers inlaid 
with precious stones ; and in front were the parasols of state. 
fringed with pearls, whieh 110110 l,ut lhe Emperor was permit_ted_ to 
\1116. The throne is now prc,jOrved in the Shah's palace atTibnu~. 
and is 'Yllluejl at about .t2,6oo,ooo. Berni.er and Ta-vernier priced lie 

much higher. 
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rd from which were suspended large l&SSels of silk anJ 
rolds The floor wae covered entirely with cnrpt>t.s of the 
(.t'() • 

"'. h t s'ilk of immense length and b1·eadth. A tent, called r1c ee , 
the aapJ<,, WllS pitcl1ed outside (in the court], larger th1111 
the hall, to which it joined by the top. It sp1·ead over ·half 

th court 11nc1 was completely enclosed by a great bnlustrnd1•. 
e I • 

covered with plates of silver. Its supporters were pillars ovt>r-
laid with silver, three of which were as thick and ns high aF­
the mas~ of a barque, the others emallel'. The outside of thi11 
magnificent tent was red, an<l the iuside lined with cleg1111t 
Ma.snlipatnn chintzes, figured, expressly for that very purpo~e. 
with flowers so natural aml colours so vivid that the te11t. 

eeem<!d to be encompni1Bed with real parterres. 
' As to the arcade galleries round· the court, every Omm11 

had received Mders to decorat.tl oM of them at his own 
expense, and t11ere appeared a spirit of emulation who 
sliould best ncquit himself to the Mono.rc1's satiefacti<m. 
Cou~equently all the arcades and galleries were covereJ _ 
from top to bottom with brocade, and the pavement with 
r ich ca1 pets.' 

The scene <lcscribed so minutely by Bernier wai­
exceptionally brilliant, and the reaaon assigned for 
the unusual splendour and extravagance of the decora­
tions was Aurangzib's benevolent desire to afford the 
merchants an opportunity for disposing of the large 
stock of brocades and satins which had been ac­
cumulati ng in their warehouses du1i.ng the unprnfit­
able years of the war of succession. But festiva.li; 
of similar though less magnificence were held every 
year, on certain anniversaries, of which the chief was 
the Emp(?ror's birthday, when, in a.ccor<lan.ce with 
time-honoured precedent, he was solemnly wei_ghed 
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in a pair of gold 8C11.les against preeioua metals 
s~nes and food, all which was ostensibly to be : 
tributed to the poor on the following day ; and when 
the nobles one and all came f orwa.rd with h ds 
b. hd &n ome i-:, ay p~nts of jewels and golden vessels &nd 
coma, sometimes amounting altogether to th _ , f .£ . e viu.Ue 
0 2 ,000,000• On these occasions the fairest ladi 
of the ~hief no~les s?metimes held . a so11. of fan: 
bazar in the imperial eeragij.o, where they sold 
turbans worked on cloth of gold brocades d 

b "d ' ' &D. em ro1 eries to the Emperor and hi . . s wives and 
pnncf'!sscs a.t exorbitant prices, governed chiefly b 
the wit a.nd beauty of the seller. A vast deal ?r 
good-humoured banter a.nd haggling went on over 
these b~gaini~, and ma.ny a young lady made & 

reputation which. served her in good stead when it 
ca.me to the question of marrying her to a. Court 
fa.vourite. Of course no man but the Emperor was 
allowed to s~c these unveiled beauties, but the Mughal 
and his Bega.ms were excellent match-makers, a.nd 
could be trusted to do the best for the debut.antes. 
Th~ fcstiva.ls generally endaj with an elephant-fight, 
which was ~ popular in India. as a bull-fight in Spa.in. 
Two elepha.nts cha.rged ea.ch other over a.n ea.rth wall, 
which they soon domoliehed; their skulls met with 
a. tremendous shock, and tusks and trunks were 
vigorously plied, till a.t length one was overcome 
by the other, when the victor was sepa.ra.ted from bis 
prostrate adversary by an explosion of fireworks 
between them. The chief sufferers were the mahouts 
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or riikrR, who were frequently trodden under foot a.ml 
kilktl on the spot; insomuch that they a.lwa.ys took 
fonn»1 lea vc of their families before mounting for tbe 
hn

7
.nr,lou!I encounter. · In spite nf their growing 

,•ffeinina.cy, there was enough of the ·ol<l savage 
.M uirhal blood in Aurangzib'1, courtiers t.o mo.kc them 
tld~ht in these dangerous and cruel exhibit.ions. 
lndcou, lllOSt of the spectac\1 s that_ enlivened the 
Court w t·rn of a. warlike character; and luxurious as 

were their habits, the petticoated Mugha.ls could i;till 
l,t· rousc<l to valour, while no xmtion produced k1.,-cm·r 

i;portsmeu. 
In the jovial days of Je.hangir and Shab-Jahan, tl1c 

blooming Kenchens or Nautch girls used to play a 
prominent part in the Court festivi.ties, and would 
keep the jolly emperors awa.ke half the night with , 
their voluptuous dances and agile antics. But \ 
Aurangzib was ' unco gude' and wou.id as soon 
tolerate idolatry as a Nautch. He did his best to 
Ruppress music and dancing altogether, in accordance 
with the example of the Blessed Prophet, who was 
born without an ear for music and therefore hastily 
irncribcd the invention of harmony to the Devil. 

·The musicians of India were certainly noted for a. 
rna.nner of life which ill accorded with Aurangzib's 
strict ideas, and their concerts were not celebrated 1 

for sobriety. The Emperor detehnined to destroy 
them, and a severe edict was issued. Ra.ids of the 
police dissipated their harmonious ,meetings, and 
their instruments ·: were burnt. One Friday, as 

~{- vP( 
(.fr~ 
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Aura.ngzib was going to the mosque, he saw an 
immense crowd of singers following & bier, ant.l 
rending the ah- with their cries and lamentationl!. 
They seemed to be burying some great prince. The 
Emperor sent to inquire the cause of the demoµstra-­

tion, a.nd. was told it was the funeral of Music, slain 
by his orders, and wept by her children: ' I c..pprove 

their piety,' ea.id Aure.ngzib gravely: 'let her be 
buried deep, and never be heard again 1.' Of course 

the concerts went on in the palaces of the nobles, but 
they, were never heard at Court. The Emperor 
seriously endeavoured to convince the musicians of 
the error of their ways, and those who reformeq were 

honoured with pensions. . 

Even on ~very day occasions, when there were no 

festivals in progress, the Ha.11 of Audience presented 
&n animated appearance. Not a. day passed, but the 
Emperor held his levee from the jha.rukha window, 

whilst the bevy of nobles stood oonea.th, and the 
common crowd surged in the court to Jay their 

grievances and suits oofore the imperial judge. The 
ordinary levee lasted a. couple of hours, and during 
this time the royal stud was brou.ght from the stab}cf; 

opening out of the court, and passed in review bcforo 
the Emperor, so many ea.ch day ; and the household 

elephants, washed and painted black, with two ml 
streaks on their foreheads, ca.me in their ~m broidercd 
ca.pa.risons and silver cha.ins and bells, to be inspected 

1 Khifi Khlln, in Elliot and Do~son, vol. vii. pp. 283-4 ; Catrou, 
lfutoir, genh'alo cu l'Empire dw M~. Troiaiilme Partie (1715), p. 5· 
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d t the prick and voice of their 
hv their lllaster,: .:.mperor with their trunks and 

r;J.ers salutebd . etasUni or homage. Hounds and 
tcd . t e1r buffaloes and 

trumpe tin leopards, 1hinoceroees, , . 
ha-wks, bun g were brough_t forward in their 
righting antelopes tested on dead sheep ; and the 

. a-words were 
turn' ' were pa.1·a.ded. 
11obles troops tnlY int.eTludes to more 

b things are so tn l 
'But all t ese . t ly review11 his cava ry 

The }{mg no on 
:1Crious matters. . but there i.s not, since the war has 
with po.rticulnr attent1cm, ther soldier whom be bas 

ded sm"le trooper or o ted . th 
been en , a "' d him elf personally acquain Wl ' 

not inspected and ~a \e a o[ some, and dismissing others 
increasing or reducmg t pay titi held up in the crowd 
from the service. All the pe b ons ht to the King and read 
"ssembled in the Am-Khas are roug ned being ordered to 

. d the =rsons concer 
i n his hearing; au r th ,.c- ch himself who often 

· d b e monor ,.,., ' 
approach are exo.IIlllle y . n of the aggrieved party. Ou 
redresses on the spot the wro gs te t o hours to bear in 

f tl ek be devo a w another day o ie we 1 ted from the lower 
private the petitions of ten pers?ns se ec od and rich old 
orders, and presented to the Kmgd btby a _gou·ce chlltllber on 

b f il to atten e JUB 
man. Nor does e a d ,d I., the two priucip11,l 
,\llother dny of the wct•k, atte~ c "dy t therefore, tb1~t 
. . 1 . f . t· es It 18 ev1 eu , Kaz1s or c 111! JUS 1c · · of Asia . d . the sovereigns ' 

h.irl>arous Ml we nre npt to con!U er . . tl t . due to 
. dful f the Justice iu 18 they nre not alwnys unm111 o 

their subjects 1.' t 
The lewe iu the beautiful Audience Hall wlnas ntho 

· · tbe day e 
1he Emperor's only reception lD. ._ l . th 

£ eve.ry nob e in e 
l·venina be ret111irNl t.he presence O hi d 

0 
• tehallbe n Uhuzl-KMoa. a smaller a.nd more pnva 

1 Bcmior, p. 263. 
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the Am-Khaa, but no less beautifully c.)C()rated. Here 
he would sit, surrounded by hie Court, and , gr&n\ 

private audiences to his officers, receive their reporta, 
and deliberate on important matters of state.' Thia 
later reception was almost a.s ceremonious aa the 
earlier one, but there was no space fo1· revie\\'I of 
ca.va.lry: only the officers who bad the honour to 
form the guard para.ded before the Emperor, preceded 
by the insignia of royalty, the silver fish, dragon, lion, 
hands, a.nd sea.lea, emblems.tic of the va.rioua function11 
of sovereignty. 

Close to the Hall of Audience was the imperial 
mosque, with its gilded dome, where Aura.ngzfb 
d&ily conducted the pra.yers. On F1·ida.ys he weni 
in state to the Jami' Maejid, the bea.utif ul mosque 
which Sbah-Ja.han completed just before hie de­
position. It stands on a rocky platform in the 
centre of Delhi, in a. great square wliere four 
streets meet. The roads were watered before the 
procession passed, and so]diers kept the way. Ao 
adva.nce guard of cavalry announced the approath 
of Aura.ngzib, a.nd preEently the Emperor appeared, 
riding beneath a canopy on a. richly capa.rieooeJ 
elephant, or seated upon a dazzling throne borne 
by eight men upon a gorgeous litter, whi1e the 
nobles and officers of the Court and ma.ce-bearen 
followed on horseback or in pa.lankins. 

• If we take a review,' concludes Bernier, 'of this met~ 
polie of the Indies, and observe its vast extent and itl 

1wmberlesa shops; if we recollect that, besides the Omrahf, 
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tains less than 35,000 troopers, ne11rly all of 
tbe city never_ con children, and a great number of i,ervunts, 

·born have wives, . ters reside in sep11rate houses; 
" ell as their mas ' · ·~-.1 bich does who, as w. h by whom1-oever inbabu,eu, w 
that there is _no ou~:n and children ; that during the hours 
not sw11r111 with wo f the heat pernuts the inhabitants to 
when ibe abat~me::e:t,; arc crowded with people'. alt.bough 

·nlk abro.'\d, tie s ry wide and excepting a few 
.. I street11 arc ve ' , . te 
many of t ,oee d with wlieel carriages; we shall he81~ 
carts, unencumbere . . . . ·n 1·ea11.rd to the comparative 

· . positive opun~u 1 i,- • 

before we 1-(1' e a . d D 1h· . and I conelude, that if the 
· f Pans on e 1• · population o l in the latter city os Ul our 

'·-r of soulb be not as ar~ numu,; 1 1 ' . 1 ·t cannot be great y ess. own c11p1tn, 1 



CHAPTER VI 

THE Gov£Bs)tE~T 

~o Turk '-to uae the tenn of the olcl travdlf'ra­
was ever' brought into more difficult aml dd,cat~ 
rel&tions with 'infidels and heretics ' than the Great 
Mogul. The Grand Signior at Con::;tantinople ha.cl 
his own troubles in this same seventeenth century 
with his Christian subjects in Hungary an1l Grt-cec. 
Hut Aurangzib bad to govern a people of whom at 

lea.st three-fourths were what he termed infidels, anJ 
ho had to govern them with the aid of offic.-crs whu 
were no better than heretics to an orthoclox 8u11ni. 

Tbo v&St majority of bis suhj ..;cts were Himlus; thr 
best of his father's governoni and generals had been 
Persians of the sect of the Shfa.; and Aurangzib, in 
spite of his pr~iudices, found he could not do without 
those tried officials, if he was to make hoau age.inst 
the leaders of the Hindus. The downtrodden peasan­
try coulcl never give him serious trouble, indeed; b,~t. 

the Hindu Chiefa, the innumerable Raj&S of the RaJ · 
put blood, dwelling in their mountain fB.lltneR."e~ about 
the Ara.valli range anJ. the Great Desert, of wd1a, were 
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tual source of danger to the throne. There 
a. perpe . . 

than a. hun<lred of these native pnnccs, were more 
of whom could bring at least 20,000 horsemen 

some . h ' 'l<l 1:.r· d, , f . t'on. and far from bemg t e m1 :110 us o ,nto ac 1 , 

t.he plains, they were bo-rn fighters, tho bravest of the 
brave, urged to fury by a keenly sensitive feeling of 
honour and pl'ide of birth. and always ready to con­
quer or die for their chiefs and their privilege:-1. :ro 
see the Rajputs rush into battle, maddened w1tll 
bang and stained with orange turmeric,_ and throw 
themselves reckles.-,ly upon the enemy m a. forlorn 
hope, was a. spectacle never to be forgotten. Ilad 
their Rajas combined their forces, it is probn.ble thn.t 
no Mughal army could have long Rtood aga.i11;;t thl•tn. 
Happily for the empire they were wet..kencd hy in­
ternal jealousies, of which Aurangzib was not slow to 
take advantage. They could be played off, one against 
the other. Moreover, the wise conciliation vf Akbar. 
following upon his triumphs in war, had <lone much 
to win the Rajput leaders over to the si,lc .of the 
invaders. There are few more instructive ll'ssons in 
Indian history than the loyal re§_ponse which the 
Hindu Chief:,; ma.de to the conciliating policy of Akbar . 
It was a. Hin<lu, Todar Mal, who rctluce<l Bengal to 
the imperial sceptre, and then organized the financial 
administration of the empiro. Hin<lu gcm·rals &nd 
Brahman poets led Akbar's armies, an<l governed somf 
of hi~ greate1;t provinces. Hind (1 clerks formed the chief 
official class in all departments where education was 
essential, and Ra.jput clans furnished the thews and 
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t1inews of his armies. Every Mughal Emperor, even 
the orthodox Aurangzib, had carried on Akbar's polic 
of marrying Rajput princesses, a.nd seeking them ~ 
wives for his sons. It was a. d istinct loss of caste to 
the queens, anc1 the Rajput priJc k icked sorely at it; 
but there were counter-balancing advantages in such 
alliances, and they undoubtedly tended to bind the 
Native Chiefs to th~ Mugha.l throne. . 

What with Rajputs, Patane, and Persians, to B&Y 
nothing of the parties in the Decca.n, Aurangz{b had 
a. difficult population to deal with ; and his first 
object, in self-defence,· was to ma.iota.in a sufficient 
standing army to overawe ea.ch separate source of 
ins~rrection. He could indeed rely upon the friendly 
RaJas to take the field with their ga.lla.nt followers 
a.gaiust a. Shi'ite kingdom in the Deccan, or in 

Afg Mnistan, and even against their fellow !Ujputs, 
when the imperial ca.use happened to coincide with 
their private feuds. He could trust his Persian 
officers in a. conflict with Pat.ans or Hindus, though 
never against their Shi'ite coreligi~nists in the 
Deccan. But he needed a force devoted to himself 
a.lone, a. body of retainers who looked to him for rank 
and wealth, and even the ha.re means of subsistence. 
This he found in the species of feudal system which 
had been inaugurated by Akbar. Just as the early 
'Abbasid Kha.life had found safety and a sound 
imperial organization by selecting their provincial 
governors, not from the arrogant chiefs of the Arab 
clans, but from smong their own freedmen, people 
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of no family, who owe_d ~verytbing to their lord, 

1
d ,vere devoted to bis interests: so the Mughal 

; :mperors enJea.voured to bind to lhcir personal 
i~terest a. body of adventurers of any i;ort of or igin, 
generally of low descent, perhaps formerly slave!:!, 
and certainly unqduca.ted, who derived their power 
a.nd aflluencc soll'ly from their sovereign. ·who 'raised 
them to dignit) or degraded them to oLscuriLy 
according to hjs own pleasure and caprice.'. Thi.-; 
body was called Jfo 11N1lich'o-s, or grant-holders, be­
cause c·ach memhcr rcccivetl an income in money (.ll' 

land from the ~111peror. The jagfr or estate ,,f 
the rnansah<lar was tho · Mughal equivalent of the: 
timc11· of the Ottoman timariot.<i, and the fcof of the: 
F,gyptian Ma.rnh'1k. The value of the 11wn.~al,, or 
grant, whether paid in cash or lantls, waH carefully 
<rracluated ~ so that there wore a i:,cries of rnnb 
C 

n.mong 'th1• grantees corresponding to the clegre:ci:; of 
,lti11 in the Rusl:!ian bureaucracy. The n.1.nk1-1 were 
distinguished in accordance with the number of 

horse a 111ansabclar wa.s supposed to maintain : and 
we rca.<l of mansabd:hs of 500, or 1 ooo, or 5oco, and 
t vcn 1 2cco hor:,c. The higher ranks. from 1 ooo horse 
upwards, received the title of Amir\ of which tLc 
plural is rmani. The writings of European travellers 
nrc full ol' rrfcn:nccs to these 'Omrahs,' or nolilcH, a::; 

tlt<'y l'all tl1cm,- though it must not be forgotten tba.t 
the 1iohility was P'Jrcly oflicia.1, and had no necessary 
cimHi·:-..ion with l1irth or hcrcwtary es~atcs. The term 
au · Awir of 5000,' uow_cvcr, did not' imply a following 
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of 5000 horsemen; though it doubtless meant th· 
. • 11 119 

or1gma. y. It was merely a. title of .ra.nk, and t.bo 
number of cavalry that ea.ch Amir was bound tu 

ma.int.a.in was regulated by the King h imself. An 
Amir of 5000 sometimes ~a.a ordered to keep only 
500 horses; the rest was on pe.per only. As a. ma.tter 
of fact, he often kept much fewer than he was paid 
for; a.nd what with fal~e returns of his efficient force 

. ' 
and stopping pa.rt of the men's pa.y, t he grantee 
enjoyed a large income. Yet the heavy expenses of 
the Court, the extravaga.nce and enormous establish­
ments of the Amfrs, and the ruinou.s p resents they were 
forced to make to the Emperor at the a.nnuaJ festivals, 
exhausted their resources, and mvolved them deeply 

. in debt. In Bernier's time there were &lwa.ye twenty­
fiv~ or thirty of these higher A.mirs a.t the Court, 
dra.wing salaries estimated at the rate of from one to 
twelve thousand horse. The number in the provinces 
is not stated, but must bo.vo been very grea.t, besides 
innumerable ma.nsa.bdars or petty vassals of less than 
a. thousand horse ; of whom, besides, ·there were ' never 
less than two or thrro hundred at Court.' These lower 
officers 1·eeeived from 150 to 700 1·upecs a month, and 
kept bu.t two to six horses; a.nd beneath them in 

rank were the .R«'Wi<Lndars, who were paid de.ily, and 
often filled the posts of clerks and secretaries. Tbe 
troopers who formed the following of the A.mfrs· and 
ruansa.bdars were entitled to the pay of 25 rupees • 
month for each horse, but Jid not always get it from 
their masters. Two ho1'Ses to a. man for med the u,ual 
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Uowa.ncc, for a. one-horse t rooper w~ regarded a.s 
;ittle better than a one-legged me.n. 

The p0ssessions and la.nds of an Amir, as well as 
of the inferior classes of mansa.bd&rs, were held only 
nt the plea.sure of the Emperor. W hen the grantee 
dicJ, bis title and aJl his property passed legally to 
the Cn~wn, and his widows a.nd children had to begin 
life a.gain for themselves. The Emperor, however, 
was generally willing to make some provi:iion for 
them out of the flither's savings and extortionate pecu­
lations, and 11. ma.nsa.bdar often ma.naged to secure a 

grant. for his sons during his own lifetime. Careful 
Amira, or their heirs, moreover, were expert in the 
art of concealing their riches, so aa to defeat the la.w 
of imperial inherits.nee; and it is a. question whether 
Aura.ngzib did not repudiate in practice, as he cer­
tainly did in writing, the obnoxious principle tha.t 
the goods of the grantee should lapse to the Emperor 
to the exclusion of his natural he.ire. The object. 
however, of keeping the control of the paid army, 
which these mansa.bdars mainta.in_ed, in the royal 
ha.nds, was offectuaJly socure<l by the temporary 
cha.racter of tho rank. 

The cavalry a.rm supplied by the .Amira and ltli.'it·r 

mansabdars and their retainers formed the chief part 
of the Mugha.l standing army, a.nd, including thl' 
troops of the Rajput Rajas, who were also in receipt 
of a.p iwperial subsidy, amounted in effective strenb1.L 
to more tha.n 200,coo in Bernier's time (1659-66), of 
whom perhaps 40,oco were about the Emperor's pcrwn. 
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The regular infantry was of small account ; the 
musketeers coulJ only fire decently 'when squattin., 
on the ground, and resting their muskets on a kind 
of wooden . fork which hangs to th~m: a.ncl were 
tcr~ibly afraid of burning their beards, or bursting 
their guns. There were about 1 .5,000 of thi:,; arm 
about the Court, besides a larger number in the pro­
vinces; but the hordes of camp-foUowera, sutlei'S, 
grooms, trailers, and servants, who always hung about 
the army, and were often absurdly reckoned as part 
of iLs effective strength, gave the impression of an 
i11fa.ntry force of two or three hundred thousand men. 
All these people had directly or indirectly to be paid, 
and considering that there were few soldiers in the 
Mughal army who we1·e not encumbered with wives, 
childt en, and slaves, it may be imagined that the 
army budget absorbed a very considerable part of the 
impe1·ial revenue. There was also a small artillery 
arm, consisting partly of heavy guns, and partly of 
lighter pieces mounted on camels. 

Whilst the Emperor kept the control of the army 
and nobles in bis own hands· by this system of 
grants of land or money in return for military 
service, the civil administr ation was go~erned on the 
same principle. Indeed, the civil a~d military char­
acters were blended in the provincial administration. 
The ·rnansab an<l jagf-r system pervaded the whole 
empire. The governors of provinces were man­
sabdars, and received grants of land in lieu of 
salary for the maintenance of their state and their 
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troops, aml were rt·quircd to pay about a fifth or 
the rcnn uc to the F:111 pcror 1. All the land in Lhc 
realm "a.:-1 thus parcellc<l out among a numuor of 
iiuuuiots, who were practically absolute in their own 
districts, all(l extortc<l the uttermost farthi~g from 
the wrctcht>,1 peasantry who tilled their land::i. The 
only exceptions were the royal demesnes, and these 
wcTc farmc~l out to cont.ractors who hacl all tbe vicl'R 
withuuL the clistinctions of tho mansabdars. As it 
was always the policy of tho Mughals to frcqm·nLly 
shift the vassa.1-lor<ls from one estate to another, in 
order to }H'CYent their acquiring a perma.nent local 
inBuencc uml prestige, the same disastrous results 
cnsucJ as i11 t]1<; prccru:ious appointJllcnts of Turkt•y. 
Each governor · or feudatory sought to exact all he 
coulJ po:,sibly get out of his province or j agfr, in 
onler t.o have capital in hand when he should l,e 
tra.nsplan tcJ. or <leprive<l of his estate. 'fhei1· autho­
rity in lbc outlying districts was t o all intents a.nu 
purpoi-cs supreme, for no appeal from their tyranny 

an<l opprc~siun existed except to tho Emperor him­
self. n.nJ t.licy took good caro that their proceedings 
shoultl not Le reportctl at Court. The local kur.is or 
judges were the tools of tho crovernor and the imnc-

• I:> ' 1 · 

nu.I iuspcctors <louLtlcss bacl their price for silc11cc. 
Near Delhi or Agra or any of t.hc larger towns such 
oppi·etision and corruption coul<l scarcely Le conccalcll, 
and A ·1.· 11 ur.augz1u s we -known love of j u!;tice would 
have instantly inflicted condign punishment : but in 

1 See below, p. 124. 



AURANGZJB 

the r:moter parts of the Empire the cruelty and 
rapae1ty of the landholders went on almost unchecked. 
The peasantry and working classes, and even the 
better sort of m~rchants, used eve1·y precaution to hide 
such small prosperity as they might enjoy; they dressed 
~d lived meanly, and suppressed all inclinations to 
r&.1Se th,emselves socially in the sea.le of civilization. 
Very_ often they wero driven to seek refuge in neigh­
bourmg lands, or took service under a native ~ja 
who had a little more mercy to people of bis own 
faith than could be expected from a Muhammadan. 
adventurer. 

Such was the administrative system of the Mughal 
Empire in the time of Aurangzib. In principle it was 

the same as in tho days of Akbar; the differ-ence lay 
·only in the choice of an inferior, ill-educated class of 
Muslim officials, to th,·.~cncraJ exclusion of the more 
capable Hindus, and in tho inadcqnate measures taken 
for lo~l inspection aml supervision. Aurangzib him­
self strove to be a righteous ruler, but he was either 
afraid of arousing the discontent of his vassals by 
stringent supervision, or he was unable to secure the 
probity of a faithful body of inspectors. In either 
case the fact remains that while the central government 
was rigidly just and righteous, in the :Muhammadan 
acceptation of law, the provincial administration was 
generally venal &nd oppressive. Whether we look at 
the military or the civil aspect of the syi;tcm, it is 
clear that the Mughal domination in India was even 
more in the nature of a.n army of occupation than the 
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, ca.mp, to which the Ottoman Empire has been com­
pared. As Bernier says, 'The Great Mogul is a 
foreigner in Hindustkl: he finds himself in a hostile 
country, or nearly so; & country containing hundreds 
of Gentiles to one Mugha~ or even to one Muhamma­
dan,' Hence his la.rge a:x:mies; his network of feudatory 
go~ernors and l&ndholners dependent upon his coun­
tenanco alone for their dignity and support ; hence, 
too, an administrative policy· which sacrificed the 
welfare of the people to the supremacy of an armed 
minority. Had the people been other than Hindus, 
accustomed to oppression, the sys11em would have 
broken down. As it was, it preserved._internal peace, 
an.d secured the authority of the throne dcuing a long 
and critical reign. We read of few disturbances or 
insurrections in all these fifty yea.rs. Such wars as 
were waged were either ca.mpaigns of aggression 
outside the normal limits of the Empire, or were 
delibera.t.Aly provoked by the Emperor's intolerance. 

The external wal's are of little hiatorica.l significance. 
Mir J umla.'s disastrous campaign in Assam was typical 
of many other attempts to subdue the north-east 
frontage rs of India . The· rains and the guerilla tactics 
~f the enemy drove the Mugha.1 ·army to despair, and 
its gallant leader died on bis return in the spring of 
1663. ' You mourn,' said Auranuzib to Mir Jumla's 

0 

son, 'you mourn a loving fath~r, and I the most 
pow~rful and the moat dangerous of my friends.' The 
war m Arak an had more lasting effects. That king­
dom had long been a standing menace to BengaJ, and 
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a ca.use of loss and dread to the traders a.t the mouths 
of the Ga.oges. Every kind of criminal from Goa or 
Ceylon, Cochin or Malacca., mostly l,ortuguese or 
half-castes, flocked to Chittagong, where the King of 
Ara.kin, delighted to welcome any sort of allies 
against his formidable neighbour the Mugha!, per­
miLted them to settle. They soon <lcvolop .. J a busy 
trade in piracy; 'scoured the neighbouring seas in 
light galleys, called galleasscs, entered the numerous 
arms and branches of the Ganges, ravaged the islands 
of Lower Bengal, and, oflien penetrating forty or fifty 
leagues ~p the country, sui·p1·ised and carried away 
the entire population of villages. The marauders 
made slaves of their unhappy captives, and burnt 
whatever could not be removed 1.' The Portuguese_ 
settled at the Hugll had abetted these rascals by 
purchasing whole cargoes of cheap slaves, and had 
been punisheu for these and other misdeeds in an 
exemplary manner by Shah-Jaha.n, who took their 
town and carried the whole Portuguese population 
captive to Agra (1630). But though the Portuguese 
power no longer availed them, the pirates went on 
with their rapine, a.nd carried on operations with even 
greater vigour from the island of Sandip, off Chitta· 
gong, where ' the notorious Fra Joan, an Augustinian 
monk, reigned as a petty sovereign during many 
yea.rs, having contrived, God knows how, to rid him­
self of the go-yernor of the island.' It was these free­
booters who had sailed up to Dh~kka., a.nd enabled 

1 Bernier, pp. 174-18'?, 
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Prince Shuja' to escape with them to Arakan, robbing" 
.him secretly on the way. 

When SMyista Khan oame as Governor to .Bengal, 
in succession to Mir Jumla, be judged it high time to 
put a stop to these exploits, besides punishing the King 
of Ara.Kan for his treachery to Sbuja', who, though a. 
rival, was Aurangzib's brother, and a.e such not to be 
treated with disrespect. Strange to relate, the pirates 
su bmittcd at once to the summons of the Bengal go­
vernor ( 1666), ha.eked as it waa by the support of tho 
Dutch, who wen~ pleased to help in anything that might 
still further diminish the failing power of Portugal 
The bulk of the freebooters were settled under rigoroui1 
supervision at a place a few miles below Dha.k ka, 

benco called Firingi-btiza.r, 'the mart of tho Franks,· 
where some of their descendants still live. 8hayi:sta 
then sent an expedition against Ara.kin :i.nd annexed 
it,, changing the name of Chittagong into Islamabad, 
'the city of I.slam.' He little knew that in s11pprri1s­
ing piracy in the Gulf of Bengal he was materially 
assisting the rise of that future power, whose cmnin~ 
triumphs could scarcely _have been foretold from Llw 

humble beginnings of the little factory estahlislw1l 1,y 
the English at the Hugli in 1640. Just twenty y<'iLrs 
after the suppression of the Portuguese, Job C'ham,wk 
defeated the local forces of the fauj<lar, arHl in I r .. ,o 
received from Aurangzib, whose rcvonue wM p1Llp:d,ly 
suffering from the loss of trade and custunis i11-
volved in such hostilities, a grant of lan1l n.t. ::;11-
tanati, which ho immedfo.tely clea.re<l of junglo ancl 
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fortified. Such was the modest foundation of Cal­
cutta. The growth of the Ea.st India Company's 
power, however, belongs to the period of the decline 
of the Mughal Empire: whilst A~ngzib lived, the 
Jisputes with the English traders were insignificant. 

CHAPTER VII 

T·m: REVENUE 

IT mny well bo nskcd what resources the Emperor 
pl1~i-l'""1'1l t.o 1kfrn.y tho cost of his splendid Co:urt, 
t11 provi,11, Llw immenso sums required for the salaries 
of t lt11 1111 hlos arnl mn.nsabdars, and to maintain the 
,n"t :-.~m11li 11~ nrmy and multitudinous civil staff of 
t l1,, E111pir1i. Tho revenue of the Mughal Emperors 
hai- r, T1' 11 ti _y h1•1•H the subject of controversy, and I 
mny l,1, p11nl1111pd if I am the:r-efore obliged to 
1•1111'1' i11t11 $11m1•whnt minute details. A good many 
rdurn::; 11f the nctnal sums annually paid by each 
proYincc to the imperial exchequer have been pre­
~1·rw1l. both by Nativo and European contemporaries, 
nud 11f the C'ousistency and rough accuracy of these 
rotnms thl•re cnn be no doubt whatever. The contro­
,·e1'l>y " ·hich ha.s been raised docs not impugn their 
cr1•dil,ility, but merely r elates to two points: first, 
the eo1wcrsion of the Indian revenue into English 
money of the time; and secondly, the question 
whetlwr these returns include tho gross revenue 
froru all sources, or merely the income from the 
land-tax. 
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The former difficulty is easily disposed of. The 
a.verage value of the rupee a.t the period, covered by 
the returns, from 1594 to I 707 was 28. 3d. in English 
money of the time. The value of the rupee va.ried a 
little with the condition of the coin. If much worn it 
fell to perhaps 28, ; i f quite new and of full weight it 
may have been worth 88 much as 2s. 6d.; but that 
28, 3cl. was the ordinary rate of exchange is a.bunda.ntly . 
cloa.r fr_ m numerous records 1• · Mr. H. 0. Keene, the 
able historian of Hindustan, bas fallen into the error 
of estimating the rupee as low 88 1s . 3d.1 from a. 
mistaken valuation of the French liv,-e, which he 
would make equivalent to 101.l. Apo.rt from tho fact 
that we have Ba.illy's authority for estimating the 
lii·1·e of the poriod at 1 8. 6d,, it is inconceivable t hat 
English travellers should have exchanged their money 
at the rate of 2 8. 3d . for the rupee, whilst French 
travellers of the same period shou]d have obta.ine<l 
the rupee for 1 s. 3d. We may be perfectly certain 

1 The following ftre some- of the chief estimntes : 1615, SirThomnq 
Roo, ,as. ::id. ; Torry, :a.•. to ::i•. 9'l. ; t638, Ml\ndeMo, J ~; 164er67. 
Tavernier,½ ecu or 1 ! litre or 30 sols, which t he Englii1h trnui1lntor of 
1684 renclen by :i.•. 3d. ; 1659-66, Bernier, 30 sols; 1666, 'J'hovonot, 
30 aols ; 1673. Fryc-r, :as. 3d. ; 168g, Ovington, ru. 31'l. ; 1697, M1mueci, 
30 sols. The cic" w 11s 3 l,vrt$1 ond tho lfore contllined 20 sols. Tho /il'l'a 

tounwis of 1643 61 ( i.e. the livra of account as known to Bernic-r, 
Ta\'er nior, and Thev<>not) was worth r-95/m,w;, a nd tha t of 1684-
1715 ~i. e. tha t nf M,mucd) a trifle less ~1.8o), according to Bailly'" 
H i.'rt. fina11c(b·, d,;/C1 J'rana, vol. i i. p. :ag8. T he livr, was thus (.'(JUIII 

to about u. &I. 1 h,-. agrees with S ir lsnoo Newton's estimato of 
the"" l\t 411. 6d. tn 17 q . See ali;o J. A. Blnnch et , Noureau Manulll 
d, Numismalique ( 1890) , vol. i. p. ::i6. The rupee, estimated at ! icu 
or I t l1l'l'e or 30 so/,i by Mandelslo, Taver nier, Bernier, Thevenot, 
and Man11cci, was t herefore equal to 2s. ~d. English. 

TH R REVEiV{IE J 2 ! 

that when Dr. Fryer and tho Rev . J ohn Ovinrrton 
.:::, 

chwge<l their money in 167j and 1689, they got 
as good value for it as Bernier in 1666, or ~Ianucci 
in 1697. So great a. discr epancy as is involved in 
Mr. Keene's estimate of t.be Ii'rench [i,.,.e is clearly 
inadmissablo. · 

The fiscal unit of the Native returns is the clani, and 
forty dams went to tho rupoe: of t h is there is no di1:1-
·put<' , The European returns aro given in rupceR, 
which may be taken, as I have sa id, on the averm•t· 

"' at 2$. 3d., or in liv1·~ of about the viilue of ,~. 6,l. 
Reducing clams to rupees, and 1·npees and li ,·,-r~ to 
pounds, in accordance with t hese val ues, wo obtain 
the following returns of the annual rcv<•n uc for 
different y<'ars 1, expressed in r ound figures:-

£ 
Akbar 1594 18,640,000 (Ahn-l -F:11.I ) 

" 16o5 19.630,000 ( D,• L:h't , 
Jahlinglr 1627 19,68o,ooo (H:hhh;ih-n;inrn' 
S!wh-J,1h,ln 1628 . 18,750,000 ( Muh. :-.J,,1r1f 

" 1648 :a+,750,000 JlitJ, h:ili-n ,11na) 

" 1655 30,o8o,ooo 10 fli1· inl n ,turui<l 
Aurangzib r66o circ. :a5,4ro,ooo • Horn1(;r) 

1666 26, 700,000 ·T1i,,, ·,•1wt1 
1667 circ. 30,850,000 ( Ilukht:iwnr) 

" lnlc-r 40,100,000 (Olli<· ial rl'lurn .. ) 

" 1691 43,550,000 ~fo n m·ci) 

" I'/07 33.950, 000 ( RilnlUlliO ) 

Tho preceding figures show a reasonal •le and 

f 
I 

Tho nuth,,rities from which the r<•lurns 11r,• .torivNI will hc­
ound f•1ll.1· tlc,eribed in l he lot(' Mr. Edw,1 rrl TJ, .. mo~·, I" n<•tr·1l it1" 

"''-1\' Tit 1, • R ' ~ 
ti 

· r _-r.,,.,, ,- ·,r s ti lh• IJ,,q/1t1l 1:,11pir , ,,,.,.,. 1871 • " 11 I, 
10 1'"-1·•·1>t1on , f U · " 6 8 J. , · . 

f ' 10~0 , or r 2 , an cirm 1667, wl11c li 1 1111,·o t:ik,· 11 
roni 1111• 11,, • ;r Sal r B· kl · " ., rrs-, "m of Muhamnrad Shnnf lfanufi, 11 11d r,-11111 
'
1 •taii·a r Kltan, r11,1..:~tively. 
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consistent progress in the prosperity of the Empire. 
The increase in 1655 is exple.ined by the addition of 
the tribute from the Decca.n kingdoms. The decreaae 
in revenue &bout 1660 and in 1707 is satisfactorily 
expl&ined by the civil war and ensuing famine which 
&eeompa.nied Aurangzib's accession in 1658, and the 
protracted ca.mpaigns and losses in tho Deccan which 
preceded hie de&th in 1707. The figures here given 1 

&re in excess of those stated by the late distinguished 
nnmisma.tist, Mr. Edward Thomas, in proportion aa 
the rupee is here valued at 28. 3d., inste4d of at his 
admittedly conventional estimate of 28. 

We may take it, therefore, that the revenue returns 
of the Mugb&l Emperors show a steady increase from 
a.bout .t19,ooo,ooo towards the end of Akbar's reign, 
to over £40,000,000 when Aurn.ngzib was at the height 
of his power. The second disputed question here 
a.rises : Do these return.~ include every regular sourco 
of income, or do they merely relate to the revenue 
from land 1 The answer must be unhesitating: they 
represent only the land revenue, induding, how­
ever, the tribute which took the place of the land­
tax in those half-subdued States where the imperial 
collecto1· did not penetrate. Bernier and Manucci 
distinctly state that the returns they quote relate 
only to the revenue from land, and, though the Native 
historians do not qualify their returns by any such 

1 I have neglected certain variJ'.llions in the returns cau;;ed by the 
sQbtraction of the tax-gatherer's percentage, which a11101U1tcd lo 
4 per cent. in Aw;angzib"s tim11, but was higher under Akllar. 
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statement, it is obvious that, writing for Natives only, 
they would pre-suppose that the system of the 
imperial accounts was familiar to their readers. It is 
evident that, since Bernier's £25,410,000 about 1660 
refers only to the land-revenue, the .£24,7 50,000 

mentioned in the Badshah-nama. of 'Abd-al-Ha.mfd 
µ_bod in 1648 must be limited to the same class of 
revenue ; and by the same reasoning the £40,000,000 
of the official records (dat.tur-i-'arn,al) of a.boot the 
middle of Aurangzib's reign cannot include a wider 
basis of revenue than Ma.nucci's £43,550,000 of 1697. 
The whole series of returns is consistent, and the 
fa.ct that two of them a.re distinctly restricted to the 
land-tax limits the whole series to the ea.me source of 
revenue. 

The Mugh~l Emperors, therofore, drew from lantl 
alone a. revenue rising from a.bout 19 millions in 1600 
to 43 111illions in 1700. The Emperor was titular lord of 
the soil, but in practice he restricted his ip.tercst to levy­
ing a tax of a.bout one-third the gross produce. Akbar 
established an admirable a.gdcultural department, and 
lai1l <lown rules for periodical valua.tioµs of the land, 
and for the allowance to be ma.do for impovorishmont, 
bad seasons, and the likl3. These rules prevailed in 
the reign of Aurangzib, and though they may have 
be en largely evaded by corrupt officials in remote 
J i~trict:-. there i-. no doubt that tho system was 
equitable in theory, and was strictly enforced wherever 
the l::rop4,:ror·s intluence and inspection reached. L 
1 

.,.; prc,.cnt J.i.:}' tbe revenue from. the land is about 
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24 millions; but the British govemment is contented 
with 1888 th&n lll'th of the gross produce, instead of 
ird. Were the Mughe.l third exaoted, the present 
land tax of British India (which is of course & much 
larger area than Mugba.l India) would probably 
amount to 80 millions. 

Some idea may be formed of the surplus of the 
land revenue over the expenses of e.dministra.tion, 
from a statement in the !f ir-at-i '.A'la-ni a.scribed to 
Be.khU.we.r Kh§.n or Muhammad Bak§.. 'l'his history 
fixes the revenue at 9,24.17116,082 dams (a.bout 
.£30,850,000)1 and adds' out of which the KMlise., or 
sum paid to the Royal Treasury, is 1,72,79,81,251 

· dams, and the assignments of the jag!rda1·s [ or 
grantees of'the lands], or the ha.la.nee, is 7,.51,77,34.731 
dams.' There is a. slight error in the arithmetic, hut 
t.ho important deduction may be drawn that, after 
paying the cost of 11.dministre.tion, including tho high 
Ro.laries of the ma.nse.bdars, to whom the estates were 
as.signed as jigire, a.bout a. sixth to & fifth of the total 
land revenue accrued as surplus to the imperial 

Pxch1·quer. 
Tu arrive at a.ny definite estimate of the gross 

n •v1 nue is impossible, owing to the fluctuating 
rhnrtu·ter of the taxation apart from the rent 
drawn from land. 'fhe Mugbal Emperors were 

""n~tamly n •mit.tiog taxes, hut it is not olenr how- f~ 
t libt! remissions wore temporary, or whether their 
pln.re w n.-; taken by other imposts. A list of thirtt 
eight .taxes remitted or reduced by Akbar is given Ul 

--- ·-· ..._.~ ---· 

the ~1 fo -i Akbari, some of which we.re certainly 
1·et-torcJ or increa.sed by the time of Aurangzib's 

aceessiou. :hat Emperor himself began his ~nn by 
remitt ing nearly eighty taxes., to relieve the poverty 
produccJ by tho civil war and the famine that 
followed it. These truces &re vaguely sta.t.ed by 
KMfi Khan to have ' brought in . crores of rupees to 
the puLlic treasury 1.' But it is added that the local 
u'Iicials paid l ittlo heed to the imperia.l edict of 
remii;sion. Lat-er in the reign, all import duties on 
the goo\1s of )Iuhammadan traders were aboliabed. 

' but this wns modified in so far that the 5 p. c. duty 
on Hirnh'i goods was reduced to 2i p. c. on those of 
.\luhnrnmadnus. It is evident that the numerous 
to1l:,:, tnxes, anti ccsscs <Jut.side the )and-tax were 
\'ariablc :-:ourccs of revenue, and no returns of their 
totali; sct•m t-0 have been preserved. Again, one 
would expect a considerable riso in the revenue after 
the 1·0-imposition of the jwJa or poll-tax in or about 
167 J ; for it is recorded that the city of BarMnpur 
alone paid 26,000 rupees on account of this tax, and 
~he t otal for all Hindustan m11St have been enormous, 
if tbe tax ,vas ever strictly enforced, which is doubt­
ful. Of tLe sum derived from this and all other taxes 
except the land-tax, the native historians mve n~ 
definite "-

. aceoun t. Nor are we able to form any 
~c;tunate of the a.mount reec-ivcd from the Emperor's 
t itle to the effects of the man!i&b<lars from confiscations 
or from tl t . • 

•a. perenmal source of wealth, the constant, and 
, Jl1w t"1Jta1, al-lubub, in ElHot. and Dowson, vol 'rii. p. 247. 
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costly presents of money and jewels which it was the 
custom of every noble, every official, every suitor,and 
every traveller., to offer to the Great Mogul. Ta vernier's 
present to :A.ura.ngzib on one single occa.sion amounted 
in value to 12,119 lim·ea, ·or over £900, and this was 
a trifle compared with the vast sums presented by the 
nobles to his · Majesty on bis birthday and otller 

occasions. 
"But if detailed returns of these numerous sources 

of income a.re wanting, we have three separate sta.te­
ments by Europeans which may guide us to a. rough 
estimate of the gross revenue. Their consistency adds 
to their probability ; but they a.re only vague guesses 
at the best. The first is the statement by William 
Hawkins, who lived on intimate terms with Jaha.ngfr 
from ·1609 to ·16u, that the Emperor's revenue was 
fift,y crores of rupees (t56,ooo,ooo). It is true he 
damages his evidence by saying that thi~ w~ t~E> 
King's ' yearly income of his crown land, which 1s 
manifestly absurd in the fa.ce of other returns already 
quoted : but if the 50,00,00,000 rupees be taken to 
mean the gross revenue from all sources, or more tha.n 
double the revenue from land, it is not perhaps much 
exaggerated. The second statement is tha.t of Catron 
or bis authority Manucei (the two a.re ·unfortun­
ately inseparable), who, referring to 1697, says ~bat 

milli · den ved the recorded revenue of 43t ons 18 h 
solely from the fruits of the earth, and t hat t 

8 

. • d fl. J a.ting revenue, 'casuel' or extraordinary an u1; .. u 
• 1 :-.... enses ' egal,e, a, peu, pres, O'U, 8'U,?-pct.88e me11ie es uu-
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richesses qui l'Empereur per~it des seuls fonds de 
terre de son Domaine 1.' This 'oasuel' consisted of 
thejizya, or poll-tax on Hindus, the transport customs 
a.nd port dues, the tax on the 'blanchissage de cette 
multitude infinie de toiles qu'on tra.va.ille aux Indes,' 
the royalty on diamond mines, the royal right of inherit­
ance of all official estates, and the tribute of various 
Rajas. Catron is not able to give details of these 
receipts, save in one instance. He mentions that the 
port dues of Surat &m?u:nted to thirty lacs, and the tax 
on the mint-profits of the same city to eleven lacs of 
rupees. In other words Surat contributed something 
like half-11,-million sterling in addition to the land tax. 
At this ra.te it is not difficult to believe that the 
•ca.sue! ' revenue amounted to as large an income a.s 
that de.rived from the land. The third statement is 
that of Dr. Gemelli Ca.reri, who visited Aura.ngi.ib in 
the Deccan in ·1695, and 'was told' that the Emperor's 
revenue C frOffi only his hereditary countries 1 

Wa"1J 

eighty crores of rupees (or *inety millions of pounds). 
Now we have already seen that in 16971 the land 
revenue amounted to 43½ millions. Careri'i estimate 
of the gross revenue is therefore equivalent1 to rather 
more tha.n double the land tax, which accords very 
accurately with Catrou's stateme~t that the ' ca.sue!' 
was as much as, or more than, the land revenue, and 
with Hawkins' rough record of Jahangir's fncome of 
fifty crores or mo1·e than double the land tax of his 

1 Catron, ~ istoire oeneralo do !'Empire du Mogol, (1715\ p. 267 .• 
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time. Ca.reri's qua.lifica.tion tba.t this revenue of 
eighty crores was derived only from Aurangzib'@ 
'hereditary countries' does not in any way confuse 
the 1·esult, for it is unlikely that he drew much from 
the Deccan dlll'ing the stormy period of conquest and 
devastation, and extremely improbable that he tlre\\ 
even as much as the ten crores which formed the tribut« 
from Bijapur and Golkonda. in Ca.trou's total of 43! 
millions of revenue. From the three statements 1 o 
Hawkins, Catrou, and Careri, we may conclude tha.1 
the gross revenue fro~ all sources was equal to a.1 
least double the land revenue of the Grea.t Mogul 
and to obtain the total income we most double the 
sums given in the returns quoted above. In other 
words the gross revenue of the Mughal Empire may 
be taken at fully £36,000,000 in 1594, and gradually 
rose to £90,000,000 in 1695. 

1 I have not mentioned Thomaa's theory ihdt the gross income of 
Akbar in 1593 was (at 2s. 3d. the rupee) £36,000,000, bocnuse it is 
based. on the assumption that the 640,00,00,000 nmracli i<Znka8 ot 
Nizam-ad,clin Al1mad's return for that year (which I havo pur· 
posely omitted in the list given above) were equivalent to doubu 
dams. The terllUI dciin and umka are interchangeable, ·as is proved 
by the inscriptigns on the coins themselves, and though tlie':8 
were undoubtedly double clams, as well as <k>uble tankas, there 18 

really no valid ground for assuming in this single iltstance a 
different fiscih unit from that employed in all the other returns. 
Tbomas·s doubling of the 640 crores in 1593 is, moreover, reuderod 
still more improbable by the fact that 66~ crorell form the total 
for 1594-a perfectly possible increase. I therefore {ake Niz:t~·ad• 
din's return to represent £18 000,000. Whilst disbelieving m the 
mu.rcidi tanku theory however·, as a ground for the higher e,,timate, 

' have I do not doubt that the gross reveDue of Akbar in 1593 mny 
been quite thirty-six millions. 
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, JJoubtlcss,' remnrks Catron, 'such _prodigious wenl~h ii; 
. · . 1,ut it must he remembered thnt all these nches a1nazmg, . . 

I enter the i\I u<rhal tremmry to go out ngnrn, nt least 111 

"
11 Y ,, H lf' I prwt, evE-ry yenr, u_nd flow n).!nin over the laud. n t ~fl 

t-mt'irc ;:uhsists 011 the houuty of the "Em11eror N' ut leas~ 1~ 
· I · k ep Re~iclt•s the multitude of officers :rnd i,olcher,; 111 US t: • , 
who live by their p11y, ,~11 tl1e rurnl pea~autry, who toil 011ly 
for the sovcreig11, ure 1:1upported llt his c,.st, 111111 .clm~st all 
tlw arlisn.ns of th1• towrn,, who nre mnilc to work for tilt' 
\hi:,rhnl, 11,re paid out of the roy{I.I cxclie'}ner.' 

When it is remembered that one Uughal Amfr, and 
that an hom·st one, is recorded to have saved 'nearly 

_;coo cro,n1s ,i 111011th,' or mm:c than l 1 :3;~~o a_ ye1u:, 
•Jut of liis H,llowa11cc as • Amir of :,ooo, it will lw 
readily 1111dcnstuo1l how enormous wen· the outgoing:-
0f tlu: treasury fur the support of the Jife-p.cer .. alont'. 

In ,-;pilu of his imm011so revenue, the cxpeu,liture of a 
)I ugl11'1-l Emperor was so prodigious that he was nl,le 
to sa,·e little. Notwithsta,1llli11g all his hoa,nlings, a•ul 
hi:-; lung reign of peace, :-:iluth-Jab&n 'never amas~ctl ~ix 
,·n1i-cs of rupees,· npart from jcwds aud oruan,euts, 
\\'ltilst Aumng;,;iL ld't nnly thirteen lacs, or less tl!a11 
LI io,ooo in the treasury wlicn he died, and wits 
frt•1pll'l1lly hard prcssetl tu n11tl tho money for the pay 
of hi::, aru,y. 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE HINDUS 
~ 

THE expeditions into Assam and Arakan did not 
disturb the general p~ace of Hindustan. A profound 
tranquillity, broken by no rebellion of any political 
importance, reigned throughout northern India for 
the fu-st twenty years of Au1~angzi'b's i-ule. The 
Deccan troubles, which will be described latei;, awoke 
no corresponding excitement in the north. So quiet, 
indeed, w~j,he country, so absolute the security of 
the crown, that Au1:angzib was able with an easy mind 
to allow himself a rest and change of scene, after 
the dangerous illness which prostrated him in 1664. 
Leaving his father still a captive at Agra, but fearing 
no revolution in his behalf, the Emperor set out in 

December, 1664, upon the journey to Kashmir, oi 
which Bernier has preserved ·a vivid· diary. The 
holiday was to last eighteen _ mon~bs, at least six ot 
which wt-re consumed in coming· and going. ThE 
Mughal travelled in a leisurely· manner. as befitted 
his state, and often stopped for a few days' hu_nting, 
or deviated from the direct route to search for water. 
It would have been impossible to hu1Ty with such an 
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unwieldy following as always accompanied the Em­
pei·or on his journeys. His regular body-gua.rd of 

,, 000 horsemen of course went with him, besides 
~~~r 10.ooo infantry, and the heavy and light artillery, 
con~isting of 100 or 120 brass pieces, some of which 
were dragged over the rugged places of the road with 
consideral,le difficulty. ·A large body of Amirs and 
Raj.is and lesser va.ssa]s was always in close 
attendance on the royal person, mounted on horse­
back, to their infinite disgust, instea.<l of their usual 
comfortable palankins. The Emperor hlmsdf tra­
velle<l either in a throne borne on men's shot;l<lers. or 
mountccl on his horse or elephant:-

, Imperial Delhi op'ning wide her Gates, 
Pours out her thronging Legions, bright in Arms, 
And all Lhe Pomp of War. Before them eound 
01.L.rions and Trumpets, breathing Martial Airs 
And bold Defiance. High upon his Th;one, 
Borne on the Back of hls proud Elephant, 
Sita th e great Chief of Tamur's glorious Race: 
Sublime he sits, amid the radiant Blaze 
Of Gems and Gold. Omrahs about him crowd, 
And rein th' .A.-abian steed, and watch his Nod : 
And potent Rajahs, who themselves preside . 
O'er Realms of wide Extent; but here subllllSS 
Their Homage pay, alternate Kings and Slaves. 
Next these with prying Eunuchs girt around, 
Tho fair Sulbllla!I of his Court; a T-roop . 
Of choi;cn Beauties, but with Ca.re conce.'lled 
From each intrusive Eye; one Look is Death1

.' 

The Seraglio formed a striking f ea.tare in the proces­
sion, with the gilded and silken pa.1~ and 

' Somervile, The Chace, Bk. ii. (' Constable's Oriental Miscellany, 
vol. iii. p. 2o8). 
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tra.velling coaches· of the princesses, the gorgeou11 

litters hong between two e&mels or elepbanta, or the 
high howJabs loaded with eight women, and covered 
with rich silks and emb~oidery. 

' l cannot itvoid dwelling on this pom1>011s proce~siu11 

of the Seruglio,' wrot.e Berni,·r. 'Stret.ch irnaginatiou to 

its utmost limits, aud you can imagine no exhibition mo1"t­
grand and imposing than wht-n Raushnn-A.ra Begruu. 
mounted on a stupendous Pegu elephant, and seated iu a 
,,v,ghda111bM.r Mazing with gold and azure, is followed 1,y li\'.­
or six elephants with fM{JluJambM.n nearly as resplendt>nt 
as her own, a1Jd filled with ladies attached to her .:ou~­
hold. [ and succeeded by the most distin.,nuisbcd ladie11 of 
the Court] until fifteen or ai.""Cteen females of quality 
paas with a gr.wdeur of appearance, equipa~e and h•ti1111e. 
more or less proportionate to their rank, pay, aud office. There 
i~ something very impressive of state and royall.y iu the marrli 
of these sixty or more elephants; in their solemn and 11~ it 
were measured step!!, iu the splendour of the fMflhd,amb/wrx. 

aud the brilliant and innumerable _followers in attendance : 
and if I had not regan.led this d.ii,play of magnificence with a 
sort of philosophical wdifferenc.-e, I should have been apt. to li,· 
carried away by such flights of imagination as inspire m,,,-t 
of the Indian poets, wheu they represent the elephants 1u, 

conveying so many goddesses concealed from lhP \'lll_g:tt· 

gaze 1: 
Bernier was fortunate in seeing so much of tlw pro­
eeseion., for it was as much as a. man's life was worth 
to be foond too nea.r the Seraglio, and once the F,"ncl, 
doctor had to fight his way through the eunuch!!, 

sword in hand, to escape a. mereiless beating. 

' Bernier, pp. 37a-3. 
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Besides these important memb:ers of hie family a.nd 
uite, the Emperor's ~ch wa.s followed by an in­
lumerable multitude of servants· and tradespeople. 
ndeed the whole of Delhi turned out to fol:low its 
ustomers, since there was no alternative.but to join 
he procession of ita sole employers or to stay at home 
,nd starve in a. deserted city. The same tradesmen 
vho kept shop in town, were obliged to keep shop in 
he field, while 

Delhi mourn1:1 
H er Nllpty And depopulat.ed Streeh . 

The total number of pe~one in the camp was 
stimated at between three and four hundred 
housand. They had to carry all necessaries with 
,hem', except forage ; for to pillage the country they 
Jassed through, would have been to r ob the Emperor, 
who was, at lea.st in theory, ita sole owner; and 
but for the ext reme simplicity of the Inclian soldiers' 
diet and their avoidance of animal food, the camp 
must have exhibited a scene of appalling starvation. 
'l'he usual Eastern plan of double camps was \ bserved, 
one to sleep in, the other, ca.lled P aish-khti:na, to g(? on 
in front to be pitched ready for the following night. 
In each was pitched a travelling Audience and Presence 
Chamber, where the Emperor held his daily levees 
and councils, un der silk and velvet canopies, exactly 
~~ he <lid at Delhi or Agra. The royal tents were red, 
lined with hand-painted chintz from Masulipatan, 
beautifully embroidered and fringed with crold and 
l\ilv,,i· 11nrl <\ilk: and the tent poles were pai~ ted an~ 
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gilt. Hard by the Emperor's were the Bega.ms' tent.a. 
The whole was enclosed in a square fenced in with 
wooden screens ; a.nd outside the gate were the qua.rtera 
of the guard, the music, and the principc..1 officers of 
state, while the smaller folk ranged their tents at proper 
distances, the entire ca.mp forming a. circle of about five 
or six miles' circumference. Over a.11, shone the light of 
the Akasdis.h, or La.mp of Heaven, a.n imperial beacon, 
comiisting of a. lantern hanging at the top of a. maat 
forty yards high, to guide wanderers to their tent.I 

by night, while.wa.tch-.fires blazed round the camp and 

the sentinel paced his silent round. 
On his return frotn his long repose in Ka.shmir, 

where be seems to have spent the. greater pa.rt of 

1665, Aurangzib found. his empire a.a tranquil a.a he 
had left it and a. soru·ce of danger was removed e&Tly 
in 1666 b~ the death of his fath~r Sbah-Jahan in his 
splendid prison at Agra.. The news of Shayieta. Kh'-n'a 
successes in Arakan reached him in. the same year, 
and the most troublesome · of his antagonists in the 
DeccaJl, the Maratha Siva.ji, made b;s subinission a.na 
actually ventured to present himself a.t Court. Soon 
afterwards, in 1668, the greatest of tho friendly but 

formidable Raj put Rajas died: Ja.i Singh, who be.d ~ eD 

a. loyal and energetic servant of the Emperor ever smce 
h~ accession, and had led many a. campaign in t.be 
Deccan at the head of his valiant tribesmen. Tbf 
other famous Rajput general, Jaewant Singh, was.Cai 
away in his government at Kabul, and was a}S( 

approaching bis end. At last the Emperor was fret 
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to carry out the repressive policy towards the Hindus 
,rhich must be the aim of every good Muslim. So 
11.l' there had been 1;10 persecution, no religious dis­
,bilities : but there can be no doubt that Aura.ngzib 
was only nursing hie zeal for the Faith, until it should 
be safe to dispfay it against the unbelievers. 

It seems to have b~en in 1669 that the storm began 
to gather 1• In April of that year Aurangzib was in­
formed that the Bd.hmane of Benares a.nd other Hind(1 
centres were in the habit of teaching their 'wicked 
aciences,'_not only to their own people but to Muslim:-. 
Thia.was more than the orthodox Emperor could toler­
ate ; but the severity of his measures shows that he 
bad been only waiting for a pretext to come down 
like a thunderbolt upon the unf ortuna.te ' heathen.' 
' The Director of the Faith,' we a.re told,' issued orders 
to all the governors of provinces to destroy with a 
willing hand the schools and temples of the infidels : 
and they were strictly enjoined to put a.n entire stop 
to the teaching and practising of idolatrous forms of 
worship.' It is not for a moment to be supposed that 
these orders were lite1·a.lly carried out. Even the 
English Government would not dare to risk such an 
experiment in India. All that was done wru; to mah 
a few signal examples, and thus to warn the Brahmans 
from attempting to make proselytes among the Trut-

' The first notice of any religious persecution occurR in th,• 
M<ui;,'ir•i :Alam!Jfri of Must,a'idd Khan, under the date 17 Zu-1-k.n"dn 
1079 18 April, 1~ ; but the dates become very hnzy nflcr An· 
•ang£ih'~ prohibition ot official chronicles in the eleventh year .,f 
his r1eign. 
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Believers. With this object the temple of Vi.abnu 
at Benares ,va.s destroyed and a. splendid shrine 
at .Ma.thura was razed to the ground, to make room 
for a magnificent mosque. The idols found in the 
temples w:ere brought to Agra. and buried under the 
steps of th.e mosque, so that good Muslims might have 
the satisfaction of.trea.ding them under foot. 

Three yea.rs later the fanaticism of the Hindus found 
vent in an insurrection of four or five thou!\a.nd 
devotees, who ca.lled themselves Satnamis, in }fowat, 
which gave the imperial officers no little trouble to 

subdue. The quarrel arose from a blow given by one 
of tbe Government inspectors, but. the hostility oft-be 
~ect must have been already at fever-heat to firo up 
at so slight a. provocation. The Satna.mis assemblocl 
iu their thousands, wreaked their vengeance on the 
officials, occupied Na.m61, and hogan to levy the taxes 
and administer the district themselves. The ordi­
nary provincial forces were repeatedly worsted; even 
several expeditions despatched from Delhi only met 

the riote~ to be discomfited and put to Aight. ' It 
was sa.id that swords, aITows, and musket ball11 had 
no etfoct on tliese men, and that every arrow anti hall 
whicl1 they discharged brought down two or three 
men. Thus they were credited with magic and witch­
cmft, and were said to have magic wooden horse!i like 
live ones, on which their women rode as nn advanced 
gua.r,l 1.' The neighbouring Ra.jputs a.nd other Jlin_dus 
began to become infected with the spirit of rebellion, 

1 Kluifi Khaio , I. c. \·ol. vii. p. 295. 

THE HINDCIS 137 

10d every day saw fresh additions to the strength of 

the rioters. 
Aurangzib saw that his troops were demoralized 

hy fear of the enemy's supposed magic, and he resolved 
to counteract witchcl'l\ft. by holy charms. He wrote 
~01nt' pious texts, and had them sewn to his be.nueri1. 
To him, the devico probably meant no more than 
the expression of his zeal : ' In the name of tbe Lord 
will I destroy them.' But to his soldiers the blessed 
words from the Koran were sure amule~ age.inst the 
:-vrcery of the enemy. Led by Persian nobles, always 
keen to do bA.ttle with HinduA. the imperial troop:-1 
f<•ll upon the badly armed rebels like avenging zealots, 
and :-;oon the conflict became a. massa.cre. The Sat-
111,m ls fo ught with the coura.ge of despair and the ex­
iutation of martyrs, but tLe t>nd was not doubtful: 
thousand~ wore slain ; and the insurrection was 
:::uppressed . 

I t iA very difficult to trace the cause and effect of 
Aurangzib·s succes::in o steps in his reactionary policy 
to~,·a.rcls the Hind1."ts. ln the eleventh year of his 
1
•
1•igu he 111.1dc.lcnly put a stop .to the system of offioiai 

1·~u·on'.rles. which had been minutely Tecorded by 
!11~tonographcrs royal since the time of Akbar. Now, 
i t w.is '-trictly forbidden to write any chronicles at aJl 
·Ln1l I • 
: t 10:-e that have come down to us were recorded 

1
111 i:eci-,•t, or 111erely treasured in the memory and 
in.,·e II I , 

I a t 1e confusion nod fragmentary character of 
1a.pLa7.ar l · · 
I. < rem101scences. There are probably several 
lllks 111• • h . 

· u,smg 1n t e chatn of events which oonnecte,l 
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the first. destruction of Hindu temples in 1669 with 
the imposition of the hated ji~ or polUu on 
unbelievers, & few yea.rs later 1• The revolt of the 
Sa.tnamis is one of the few links that ha.ve been pre­
served by· the secret chroniclers, who were naturally 
disinclined to soil their pens with the doings of 
C unclean infidels.' Another event is the rs.sh inter­
ference of tho Emperor in the matter of Jaswant Singh'a 
childr~n. 

The death of a powerful Raja. would naturally 
lead to a. fresh encroachment a.ga.inst the Hindus, 
and the desire of Aura.ngzib to meddle in the family 
a.tfa.irs of the Raj puts is a sign that he felt him­
self strong enough to impose a. strict Muhamma.da.n 

1 rule all over India.. He wa.s not deterred by the 
hostile demonstrations which the 1-e-imposition of the 
bated poll-tLx a.roused &t Delhi. In vain the people 
wailed &lid cursed a.round the pala.ce. Aurangzib 
had by this time abandoned the salutary custom of 
appearing at_ stated hours . before his subje~ at 
the levee window: the adulation of the multitude 
savoured of idolatry to his·. puritanical mind. But 
seclude him$elf a.a he might-a.nd thereby lose ~e 
sensitive touch of the populace which b.a.d been bis 
father's strength-he could not shut bis eyes to the 

. t "ted When be uproar which the new enactmen exc1 . 

1 Dr. Fryer, writing in 16751 mentions the mio lax on 1lind: 
which, ht' SllYij, nmouuted to as much :is a gold mobur:no\3:i'-pee, 
for n Bnihman. llianucei stntes that the tax ranged fro ! sos- +d-
1 .. dc.11 on th~ poor to 13} on merohants, i.e. Crom abOut Ss. 
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-went to the mosque, crowds of expostulating and 
even riotous Hindus blocked his way ; and though his 
elephants forced their way over the~ bodies,he could not 
subdue their invincible r epugnance to the new instru­
ment of bigotry. His dealings with the Raj put prince~ 
kindled these sparks of discontent into a. flame. Ht> 
endeavoured to get Jaswa.nt Singh's two sons sent to 
Delhi to be educated, and doubtless made i\lusli~1s. 
under his own supervision. Of course the Rajputs 
would not 'bear of th.is: their loyalty and theil· pridl· 
a.like forbade such ignominy to their hereditary chiefs. 
And when they learned that the bigoted Emperor had 
revived the ancient law of Muhammad which imposed 
a tax upon eve1·y soul who did not conform to Islam 
-a tax which Akbar had disdained, and Sbah-Jahan 
had not dared to think of-their indignation knew no 
bounds. Tliey repudiated the religious tax, and they 
contrived_ to spirit away the infant princes of Ma.rwar 
out of the Emperor's reach. 

It was the first serious rebellion during the reign. 
and its provoker little realized the effects which 
his fanatical policy would produce. He marched at 
once upon Rajputana, where he found two out of tht 
three leading States, U daipu.r (Mew·ar) and Jodhpur 
(Marwar) united · against him, and only Raja Ram 
Singh of Jaipur (Amber) still loyal ~o the empire. · 
The Rajputs kept 25,000 ho1·se, mostly Rahton; of 
~o<lhpur, in the field, and although frequently driven 
into their mountains were never really subdued. At 
one time they seemed to be at the point of a decisivl: 



AURANGZiB 

victory, and the Emperor's ce.uee appeared lost. 
1 )irecting vpera.tions from Ajmir, he had placed hia 
ma.in body under hie fourth son Akbar, at the e&me 
time oa.lling up his elder sons Mu'azzam and A't.t.m 
with their contingents from their commands ~ the 
Deccan and Bengal. The three princ~s were busy 
ravaging the Rajput country, e.nd Aurangzib was left 
at Ajmir with hardly a thousand men, when tidillgli 
came that PrincEI Akbar had been seduced by the 
diplomacy of the Rajput leaders, had gone over 

with. the ma.in army to the enemy, 11.nd proclaimed 
bimseif Emperor of India; nay, lllore, he was now 
ru&1·ching upon his father at the head of .70,000 

men. Aurangzib must have th6ught of the fate of 
Shah-Jahan, and feru:ed 4-b&t it was now his tum to 
make room for a.n ambitiouR son: but his presence 
of mind did not desert him even a.t this crisis. 
Summoning Prince Mu'azzam to come to hie aid 
with such troops a.s he could gather, the Emperor 
essayed a counter-move in the game of diplo­
macy. He wrote a letter congratulating the ~ bel 

Prince upon his success in de~iving the RaJputs 
and luring them on to their destruction, and_ oon­
trived that this compromising epistle should be inter­

c<r,,,ed by r, .e of the rebellious Rajas 1• The effect. 
· · M hal ot ... l 1, vt exceeded all expectatlons. The ug 

df:',• ·· 1 ~~ .l"l', •d ha.ck to the imperial s,ta.nda.rd, Jed 

f h ' t It is c1t,11r, 
;: ,,, ~ 1, 11 1,i.e!ltions the nccumcy o t u1 11 ory. . .. dll' 

A 'b •. ed to WIii baC• \, ,····\\ r, tlia, 1,y ~om~ mc;1ns ur;mgz1 con.riv 
,J, .... , 1 , • a11ti t·lw letter i11 11~ -probn\ile II ruse as any other. 
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by their repentant general Tubawwa.r KLan, who wa:!I 

at once decapitated ; the Rijput army melted a.way ; 
and Prince Akbar. with a. following of 500 men, fled 
to the Deccan ( J uue, 1681 ), and became the guest of 
the Ma.ratha chief at Rabiri. whence he eventually 
SA.iled for Persia, and never again set foot in the 1·ea.lm 
of hi1:1 fathers . 

Th i• Rajput suake was i.cotche<l, but far frow 
1.illed. The imiults which had been offered to their 
c.:hiefo and their reHgion, tLe ruthless and fillnecm,­
!'ary ~everity of Aurangztb's campaigns in th•1 1· 
rounLr3, left a sore wh ich never healt:d. A race wLwh 
ha I been tbe right arm of the Mugha.l empire at tht 
tltiginuing of the reign was now hopelessly alil\na.ted . 
nnd never a.gain served the throne without dist ru~t. 
The war went on. The Mughah; 1·a.va,red t ht rich 

I:) • 

lands of Odaipur, and the Rajpots retalia'tE:d by 
throw_ing down mosques and insulting the M.nHltms. 
The cities were indeed in the hands of Aura.ng?Jb, but 
the mountain defiles were tlu·ooged with i rnplaca.bfo 
foe~, who lost no opportunity of dealing a blow at tLc 
invaders. The &tna of U da.ipCu·, who was the chief 
sufferer on the Raj put side, succeeded at last in making 
aii honoural,lc peace with Aurangzib, who was tired of 
the struggle and anxious to gi,e his whole mind to 
his allairs in the Deccan. The hated jizya was not 
evto na1nl'd in the treaty; a small cession of territory 
W•s 111n<l(, by tho Rana. as an indemnity for siding 
"'•th P1111oe Akbar; a.nd Jaswant Singh's son, the 
Young Raja of Jo<lhpur, was acknowledged heir to his 
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fa.ther's principality. But while the trea.ty enabled 
Auraogzib to beat a fairly credita.ble retreat , it did 
not appease the indignant Ra.jpute of the.. west ; even 
the Rana. of U da.ipur soon rode his elephants through 
the treaty; and all Ra.jputana., sa.ve J aipur a.nd the 
ea.stern parts, was perpetually in a state of r~volt until 
the end of the reign. Tantum ?·elligio potuit ! But 
for his tax upon heresy, and his interference with their 
inborn sense of dignity and honour, Aurangzib might 
have Rtill kept the Ra.jputs by his side as priceleBB 
a.Jlies in the long struggle in which he was now 

to cnga.ge in the Dooca.n. As it wa.s h~ a.lienated the~ 
for ever. No Rajput Raja. would agam ma.rsha.11 his 
williou mountaineers to support a Mughal throne, as 
had b:cn seen in the days of Je.i Singh. So long as the 
!!Te&t Puritan sat on the throne of Akba.r, not a 
Ra.jput would stir a finger to save him. A~b 
bad to fight bis southern foes with the loss of hlS right 

a.rm. 

CHAPTER IX 

THE DECCAN 

'DELHI is distant,' says an old Deccan proverh, 
and many a.n IndiA.n king bas re&lized i ts force, when 
grappling with the ineradicable contumacy of his 
southern province. The Deccan (Dakbin, Da.k-han, 
'the South') w-a.s never intended by nature to have 
any connexion with Hindustan. The Vindhya and 
Satpura. mountains and the Na.rbada river form a 
triple line of natural barricades, which divide the 
high table-land of Central India from the plaim, of 
the Ganges an<l its tributaries, and should have 
warned the sovereigns of Delhi that it wa..'3 wiser to 
keep to their own country. But the Deccan lands 
were fertile; their wealth in gold and diamonds WM 

fabulous ; and every great ruler of the northern 
plains has turned his eyes to tho mountain barriers and 
longed to enter the land of promise beyond. They 
entered, however, at their peril. To conquer the 
Deccan was another phrase for risking the loss of 
Hindustan ; for he who invaded the southern people 
who clwclt between the Ghats was in danger of 
teaching them tho road to the north. 
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The first Muha.mma<la.n sovereign wl.o oro11~ bl 

the whole of the Deccan under the away of Delhi 
was Muhammad ibn Taghlak, in the fom-t.eent h 
century. His sagacity and eccentricity wern equally 
displayed )n his choice of a new capital and m his 
singular mode of supplying it with a reo.dy-made 
population. He wisely fixed upon Deogi.ri on account 
of its central situation- for in tho!'e dayR, at. le&..;'. 

before railways nr.id telt'graphs. he who would n1l~ th­
Deccan must live there :-and he ruthlessly trani;. 
ported the whole population of Delhi backwards and 
forwards, between his old and his new capita.I, hencfl 
forth to be known as Daulatabad, or ' Empire-city. Hi!; 

ilC'ath put an end to the dominion of the north over tlH' 
. south. and a great Afghan dynasty, the Bahmanf king~. 
· took pos!>ession of the Deccan. About the cJ"se <Jf 

the -fifteenth centml their broad dominions wcr, 

split ur into :five distinct kingdoms, of which the 
most important were those of the Kutb Shah dyna!lty 
at Golkonda, the idil Shahs of Bijapur (Vijayapura), 
and the Nizam Shahs of Ahmadnaga.r. Upon tht!se 
rich Sta.tea the Mughal emperors oftf>n casL longing 
eyes ; but it was reserved for Aurangzib tt• be th" 
first to set foot in theil· prostrate cities. 

Akbar was too wise to me<ldle seriously iu Deccan 
politics. All he wanted was to secure himself against 
invasion from the south ; and with this view be 
a.nnexe<l the rugged bor<lerla.nd of Khiinde,ab, and 
used its capital, Burhanpu.r, with the rocky fastness of 
Aslrgarh, as outposts to defend bis southern frontiet · 
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He alho subdued .Berar, and took the fortl"l's::. of 
Ahmadnaga.r So long as his reign lasted, no 1,arlll 
came of this forward policy: the k;.ngs of Bija.pur 
and Golkonda. were impressed by bi.~ boldncs!3, sent, 
embassies to assure him of their admiring goodwill. 
anJ consented to pay him tribute. It may be doubted, 
however, whether he would not have been wiser to 
c.Lraw his scientific frontier at the Narbada. He set 
an example which led his successors on to further 
aggression,_ and for more than a century the governor 
of what was known as the subah of the Deccan 

J 

which included Burhanpur and the country round 
al,out, was perpetually striving to enlarge l1is bor<lers 
at the expense of the dominions of the Nizam, '1\ dil, 
or Kutb Shah of tho period, with the result that 
tranquillity was unknown to the inha.Litant.5 of the 
Jnarches. During th1., reign of Jahangir the sLrugglo 
went on without advantage to the MughaJs; Ahma<l-
11agar was lost and regained; and when 8h:ih-Jahan 
ascended the Peacock Tlu:one, the three southern 
dynasties held most of their old territory, whilst 
th~ Mughal province consis~ of little more than 
part of Khandesh and Berar with the fort of Ahma<l­
nagar as a lonely outpost. The new Emperor, who 
had shown his prowess a.a a general in the Deccan 
in his younger days, renewed the contest, extin­
guished the Nizam Shah's line, and compelled the kings 
of Golkonda. and Bijapur once more to pay homage in 
the form of a. usually unpunctual annual tribute. 

Prince: Aurangzib was Viceroy of the Deccan at. the 



AURANGZIB 

time when these important successes were completed. 
As has been seen, he was appointed to this, his first 
official po.st, on the 10th. of .May, 1636, when in his 
dghteenth year. The war wa.s practically over before 
he arrived on the scene, and all he had to do was to 
receive the last representa.tivo of the Nizam dynasty 
and send him to join others of his kindred in the for ­

tress of Gwali6'r. The province of the Deccan at this 
time is described a.s containing sixty-four forts, fifty­
three of which were in the hills, and it wa.s divided into 
four provinces :-Daulatabad, including Ahmadna.ga.r, 
its old e11.pita.l ; Telingana; Khandcsh ; and Berar 
'capital, Elichpur). The revenue of the whole was 

reckoned at five crores, or more than five and a 
half million pounds. The only addition made durin:r 

Amangzib's first government was the reduction of 
tho territory of Bagl,na, between Khandesh and the 
W cstern GMts, to the posit.ion of a tributary State 

m the winter of 1637-8. In J1 ne, 164_'3, the Viceroy 
adopted the profession of a fa.kb, and was deprived of 
his office. 

Twelve years passed before Aurangz{b returned to 
the Deccan. The campaigns in Afghanistan had di­
verted his energies, and the interval bad passed pe~­
fnlly in the south. Shah-Jahan's officers were busily 
employed in completing the revenue survey of the 
Deccan provinces, and the kings of Bijapur and Gol­
konda "ere c1uite content to Jet well a.lone, so long as 

the Murrhala observed the same maxim. ey · Th paid 
their tribute, ns a. rulo, and in return only asked to be 

THE DECCAN 

left in pea.cc. This was just what the ne'; Vi~oy was 
t disposed to gra.nt. He had done with h1s drea.m 

leas . d h' . f of a. hermit's contemplative life, an . ~ exper1cn~ o 
Ul. Af.tt)u'inistan had roused all his mborn passion war i:-

for conqul'st. The fa.ct that the Deccan kings were of 
the bcn•tirnl sect of the Shl'a, or followers of 'Alf, gave 
his dcsignR tho sacred chara.-0tcr of a. J ih&l. From this 
time t,> h i'i <lying day he never for a. moment lost 
~irTht vf' his ambition to l'ecovur the empire which had 
o:ce ll(·longed ·to Muhammad ibn Ta.ghlak. At last his 
ambitio11 lt-d him on and on, till for twenty-six yea.rs 
he ne ,er s<·t foot in Hindustan, a.nd finally found the 
grave of 

0

h is hopes, as of bis body, in the land which 
even his iron will could not subdue. 

llis first decided step towards tho goal he was 
fated nt! Vl r to reach was an unprovoked attack upon 
'Al,ua.llah, tho Kin~ of Golkonda. The pretext was 
an intcrmLl dispute with which the ~ughals had no 
concern. but it i.;~rvc<l their purpose. Mir Jumla, the 
vizier of f;olko11da., was by birth a Persian, and a 

1lia.1oond u wrchant by trade, who had ri~en to his 
high offic,. a.'i 11111clt by transcendent ability as by 
fabulous wt·:i1t,h. I le was wont to reckon the pro­
cluco of LiR d.i. ,~rnond mines by the sackful, and used 
his riches a~ a. servieea.ble grea.<1e to the wheels of 
~llccess. But he WU6 also a brilliant general, and 
his campa.ibms in the Carna.t,ic had brought him fa.me 
as well &.'l treasure. In pursuit of both he ha.d shown 
himself a. very ~courge of idolatry, and plundered 
letnplPs a.11<1 violu.tcd idols throughout the peninsula. 
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bu ·1; • n<;ss l<> hil'l ioouocla,;t1c zeal. W i t.li aucb &. 

Ill ti h ';tngzih bad lOall) g:rounus oi :.suipn.thy · 11.0.d 

wlwr .Mir Jumla. fell out w;th his Killg :md throw 
lwu,.: f IJJO U tho protection of the Mugha.l it ·,-. 1 ut 
sU1·prsiDg that he was w<;foorne<l with ctfuiji ,m, nml 
u.cc.>rded tbe rank of n 'Comman<ler of _,uor .' l hvi,w 

t:, 

:-...:cnrcd !h is valuable n.lly A.uru.ugzib warrnl.\ e· nunRed 

his ~ LU"~ and 1:11c1t about n·dressing ll,e wrc111g;-1. H 
sent h.is eldest ::Jon, thaL · tcmlcr sapling in th,, ~:mlcn 
of success,' Prince Muhammad, to dC>ma.ud 1t,,,t.ic1· for 
Mir T umla. from his former sovereign {Jan .. 1 '>56) u.nrl 
took so much pa.ins to disguise hil:l intentronR tb.~t tlie 
a.o-;tonishod King had l,ar~ly time to escape !'torn hit1 
capiLal, .Bbagnagar, aftei-wa.nls ca.lied Ifai<larabacl, to 
th<> 11cighboui-ing fortreSl-1 of Golkonda., before liili 

em~1nics were in the city 1. 

Am·aogzib then advanced in person, o.nu Ja1<l sic~c 
to Golkonda, whorn he repulsed the King's first sallJ 
with a. furious charge of the Mughal horse, lea.ding the 
way on his war-elephant. In vain 'Abda.llab sent 
baskets of gems and gorgeously caparisoned chargen­
a.nd elephants to appease the besieger : Aurangzil, 
would listen to no terms ; a.nd when the Kinb, as 11. 

last roso1uce, begged to be a.Jlowctl to send bis mother 
as a mediator, the Prince refused to see her. Dn vcn to 

bay, tho King fought ha.rd, but the siege wa..'i pn1~etl 

harder , and wLcn Sha.yista. Khan ca.me up at tlic 

1 S,1 B t·rnior: Klt:ill Kluin say1:1 nothiug of this dec.,it : Cao·.,u 
11 

. . . h. , ,nH1u~11- '' the othor lrnull, 1110 10 ~ttu, ilil.ate;i.upon 1L w1tl1 ,s mma " 

in de11"dio11. 
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head of t,he noble.c, of Malwa to reinforce the Prince, 
'Abdallah submitted to the humiliating terms of the 
conqueror. He consented to engrave Shah-Jahan·s 
name on his coins, in token of vassalage, to give his 
daughter in marriage to Aurangzib's eldest son, with 
some fortresses to her dowry, and to pay a crore of 
rupees, or more than a million sterling, in annual 
tribute to tho Emperor. These terms would never have 
been off2red had Aura.ngzfb had his own way. But 
Shah-Jahan was growing jealous of his son's success, 
and dreaded the consequences of his increased power 
in the distant provinces of the south ; while Dara, ever 
envious of his brother's renown, and anxiou,ti to curb 
hi~ ambitious spidt, exerted all his great influence over 
his agctl father to excite his too-ready suspicions of his 
other sons. Pcrem.Ptory orders arrived for Anrangzib 
to rel.in.: from Golkonda, the motive of whicl.. the-Prince 
pc·rfcct I y understood, though he did not feel that tho 
moment for resistance had yet come. But for this 
inLcrfcrcncc, Golkouda would have been incorporated 
in the l\1ughal Empire in 1656, instead of thirty yea.rl4 
later, nncl inuch subsequent bloodshed and disorder 
Wuu ld bav, been. avoided. As it was, Aurangzib 
ca1n1; to terms with the King on the eve of victory, 
a.nil withdrew to Aura.nga.bad, which he had ma.de the 
capital c,l' hi::i province, to nurse his grudge against 
Dai-a. an1l to plot further schemes of conquest with 
)lir Ju111la. 

'I 111• 1·Nmlt oft.heir deliberations was that Mir Jum.la, 
"Ii,, 110w received the title of Mu' azza.m Khan, went 
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to Agra., and pleaded tho cause of Deccan aggrandir.e­
ment with Shah-Jahan himself. He told the Grea.t 
Mogul of the _wealth and treasures of the south, de­
scribed the decrepit kingdoms that invited annihilation. 
and in glowing colours painted the glory that would 
redound to the name of his most religious Majesty 
from the extirpation of the effete colony of Portu~ese 
infidels on the Ma.la.bar coast. The Mugba.i, he a&id, 
:-ibould never rest till bis sway was supreme from the 
Himalayas to Ca.po Comorin. The crafty Persian did 
not trust to argument a.lone : he brought the Emperor 
~ pricelc~ diamond, from the mine of Kollu.r on the 
Kistna, no less a stone than the famous Koh-i-t1u·r or 
· Peak of light'; which, after adorning the ' Great 
Moaul,' was carried a.way to Persia. by Nadir Shah, 
bro:ght back to Afghanistfu by Ahmad Durrani, and 
eventually came into the posacssion of Ra.njit Singh, 
from whom it was transferred to the regalia. of England 
on the annexation of the Punjab in 1849 1

• Fortified by 
so splendid a. gift, Mfr J u~la.'s a.rgumt•nt.'I prevailed, and 
$ba.h-Jahan authorized a. further reinforcement of ~he 
army of the Decca.n with a view to a. spirited foreign 
policy. Dara fought to the last agaimit this str~ngth­
l·ning of his bi-other's hand, but all ho coul1l obtain was 
the stipulation that Mir JuJ.tlla, and not Aurangzib, 
"hould have the command of the new ant1) of aggres­
., · ·1 t 
sion, and that the general should lca.v<; lus fanu Ya 

J ·d 11t1Ly wilh 
1 The history of this ce lebrated diamond, :1 111 •lS I e . hiJ 

Mir Jumla's gift, have been conclu.sively tracctl hy U• Hl\ll , ,n 
edition ofTavornier's Trawls, vol. ii. App. I. 
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Agra 88 hostages for his loynlty. Tho chnnge of com­
xna.nd mnd<' no differt>ne.e, n.s it happened; for Jumla, 
st once joined his troops to Aumngzib's, in close 
alliance, and tho two proceeded to wrench the castle 
of Bida.r from tho poS8('ssion of 'Adil Sh~h of Bfj,pur. 
KaliMi a.nd Kulbn.rga. were then taken, and the con­
quest of Bij~pu.r itself ~ccmed imminent, when the 
serious illness of Sh~h..Jahan summoned Aurangzib 
away to graver matters 1• 

Seven yea.rs passed before tho troubles in the north, 
the war of SUCCeRSion, and the initial difficulties Of 
settling his kingdom, teft the new Emperor leisure to 
attend to the affairs of the Deccan. Meanwhile a new 
power bad a.risen in the sout~, a power which spr&ng 
from such needy and insignificant beginnings that no 
one could ha.ve foretold its future malignant domina­
tion. The Me.ratha.s began to ma.ke themselves felt. 

This notorious Hindu people inhabited the country 
lying between the Indian Ocean and the river Wards.; 
their northern boundary was the Sa.tpura range, and 
on the west coast they extended as f a.r south as Goa. 
Their strength la.y in the inaccessible fastnesses of the 
Western GMts, which cli~b precipitously to the great 
plateau that stretches right across the Deccan to the 
Bay of Bengal. 

'The whole of the Ghats and nt:ighl10uriog mountains 
oCkn terminate toward.a the top in a wall of emooth rock, 
thc highest points of which, Jl,S well as detached portions on 

1 See above, p. 35. 
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insulated hills, form natural fortresses, where the only 
labour required is to get access to the l~vel space, which 
generally lies on the summit. Various princes at different 
times have profited by these r,ositions. They have cut 
flights of steps or winding road11 up the rocks, fortified 
the entrance with a succession of g;ttcways, and erected 
towers to command the approaches ; :wll tl1en st11dded the 
whole region about the Gh{~t!- a 111I !heir branches with 
forts, which, but for frequent 1·x1wril·11ce, would be deemed 
impregnable 1.' 

Between the Ghats and the sea lies the na.rrow 
strip of rugged country cnJlcJ the Konka.n. Here 
deep valleys and ton-P11t-l>ods lead from the rocks 
and forests of the mountain ridge to the fertile plains 
of the humid tract near the sea, where the torrents 
merge in sandy creeks among thickets of mangroves. 

'The broken anll contorted land, writhing from the rugged 
and indented sea-margin, shoots aloft in steep and terrific 
cliffs and craggy summits, whose beauty and majeet,y must be 
seen to be understood. Magnificent forests clothe these 
elevations, and spread far down into the wild country below, 
and extend their mysterious and treacherous shade for many 
a mile along the table-land above. Impetuous tonents leap 
from the mountain sides, rive, in their headlong career 

astla d . 
se1Yward, the uneven and craggy surface of the co D • 

and the hollow ntdla8 of the tlry season are, on the a~ 
proo.ch of rain, transformed in a few hours into deep{ 
furious, and impassable cataracts. The thunderstoi:ms 0 

these regions are terrific: the deluges of rain, viol~ t, 
copious, and frequent, beyond all comparison e~ewbere lJl 

India. Roads throughout the greater pa1·t of the country 

1 Elphinstone, Hisutry of Jndi11, 5th ed. ( 1866), P· 6r5. 
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there are none ; the character of the ground and the 
)uxuria.nl:e of. the forest jungles alike preclude them I_' 

The Ghats and the Konks.n were the sa.fe retreats of 
wild beasts a.nd wiry Marathas. . 

These people had never ma.de any mark in history 
before the r eign of Aurangzib. They had been peac;. 
ful, frugal husba.ndmen, like the ma.ss of the lower 
orders of H indus, and had given no trouble to their 
rulers. Their chiefs, or village headmen, were Sudra.s, 
of the lowest of the four castes, like their people, 
though they pretended to t race their pedigree to the 
Rajputs, and thus connect themselves with the noble 
caste of Kshatriyas. In the silent times of peace, the 
Marlithas enjoyed the happiness of the nation that 
haa no history. War brought out their dormant 
capacities, a.nd their daggers soon cut their name 
deep in the annals of India.. 

'They are small, sturdy men,' says Elphinstone, 'well 
made, tho~gh not handsome. They are all active, laborious, 
h~rcl?'• and persevering. If they have none of the pride and 
dignity of the R ajputs, they have none of their indolence or 
their want of worldly wisdom. A Rajp~t warrior, as long 
as he does not dishonour his race, seems almost indiffel'ent to 
the result of any contest he is engaged in. A Madtba. thinks 
of 'hin no. g but the r esult, and cares little for the means if 
h~ can attain his object. For this purpose he will strain hie 
wits, renounce his pleasnres, and hazard his person; but he 
has not a conception of S!lcri.6cing his life, or even his 

D; !idney Ow~n, India_ °'.1 tM E w oftM British. l»)l(Jtiest (1872), p. 22. 
'Y tyer h11S given a v1v1d accQunt of his ascent of the Ghats in hi9 
• etc Account qf India. ( z6g8), Letter III, ch. i v. 
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interest, for a point of honour. This difference of sentiment 
effe~ts ~he outwa~d appeara~1ce of the two nations : there is 
somethwg noble m the carriage even of an ordinary Ra· 

d t] 
. vul . Jput, 

11n some nng gar m that of the most distinguished 
Maratha.' . 

The vulgar Maratha, nevertheless, gave more trouble 
t~ the rulers of Hindustan, whether Mughal or Eng. 
hsh, than even the proud dynasties of the Rajputs. 
The King of Bijapur was responsible for the disas. 
trous policy of educating this ha.rdy race for their 
career of rapine. They forml.\d a large proportion of 
his subjects, a.nd their language, a peculiar offsho~t of 
Sanskrit, became the official script of the revenue 
department of his kingdom. Gradually they came to 
be employed in his army, first in garrison duty, and 
then in the light cavalry, a branch of service for 
which they displayed extraordinary aptitude. Some 
of them rose to offices of some importance at Bijapur 
and Golkonda. One of the most distinguished of 
these officers, Shahji Bh6sla, governor of Poona and 
Bangalore, was the father of Sivaji, the founder of 
the Maratha power. 

CHAPTER X 

SIVA.Ji THE MARA1'llA 

S1vAJ i was born in May, 16z7, and was thus eight 
yea.rs younger than his great adversary Aurangzib. 
He was brought up at his father's jagfr of Poona, 
where he was noted for his courage and sh1·ewdness, 
while ' for era.ft a.nd trickery he wa.s reckoned a. sharp 
:;on of the Devil, the Father of Fraud.' He mixed 
with the wild highlanders of the neighl::ouring Ghats, 
and listening to their native ballads and tales of 
adventure, soon fell in love with their free and reek· 
less mode of life. If he did not join them in their 
robber raids, at least he hunted through their country, 
and learnt every turn and path of the Ghats. He 
found that the hill forts were utterly neglected 'or 
miserably garrisoned by the Bija.pur government, and 
he resolved upon seizing them, and inaugurating an 
era. of brigandage on a heroic scale. He began by 
surprising the fort of T6rna, some twenty miles from 
Poona., and a.fter adding fortress to fortress at the 
expense of the Bijapur kingdom, without attracting 
much notice, crowned his iniquity in 1648 by Dia.king 
a. convoy of royal treasure' bail up,' and by occupying 



AURANGZJB 

the whole of the northern Konkan. A few yea.rs later 
he caused the governor of_ the more southern region 
of tho Ghats to be assassinated, annexed the whole 
territory, captured the existing forts, and built new 
strongholds. Like Albuquerque, bwt ,vith better reason. 
he posed as the protector of the Hindus against the 
Musalmans, whom he really hated with a righteous 
hatred; and his policy and his superstitiQus piety 
alike recommended him to the people, and, in spit<: 
of bis heavy blackmail, secured their adhesion. 

So far Sivaji had confined his depredations to the 
dominions of the King of Bijapur. The :Mugha.l terri­
tory had been uniformly respected, a.nd in 1 649 the 
MaratM had shown his political sagacity, a.nu prevented 
a;ctive retaliation on the pa.rt of the '.Adil Shah, by 
actually offering his services to Sha.b-Jahan., who had 
been pleased to appoint him to the rank of a' Mansa.bdar 
of .5000.' The freebooter fell indeed under the tempta­
tion set before him by th~ war between Aurangzib 
and the Deccan Kings in 1656, and profited by the 
preoccupation of both sides to make a raid upon 
Junir. But Aurangzib's successes soon convinced 
hiin that he had made a false move, and he hastened 
to offer his apologies, which were accepted. Aurangzib 
was then marching n01·th to secure his crown, 11.Ild 
could not pause to chastise a ridiculously insignificant 
marauder. 

During the years of civil war and ensuing reorgani­
zation in Hindustan, Sivaji made the best of bis · 
opportunities. The young king Sikandar, who had 
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lately succeeded to the throne of Bfjapur, in vain 
sought to quell the audacious rebel. An expedition 
sent against him about 1658 was doomed to ignomin­
ious failure, and its commander met a treacherous 
fate. Sivaji 1rnew better than to meet a powerful 
a.rmy in the field; he understood the precise point 
wher~ courag3 must give plac~ to cunning, and in 
dealing..,with a Muslim foe he had no scruples of 
honotl!, When Afzal KMn advanced to the forts and 
forests of the Ghats at the head of a strong force, the 
Maratha hastened to humble himself and tender his 
profuse apologies, and the better to show his sub­
missive spirit he begged for .a private audience, maxi 
to man, with the general. The story is typical of the 
method by which th~ Marathas aequired their extra­
ordinary ascendency. Afzal Khan, completely de­
luded by Siva.ji's protestations, and mollified by his 
presents,. consented to the interview. Sure of his 
enemy's good faith, he went unarmed to the rendezvous 
below the Ma.ratha fortr~s, and leaving his attend­
ants a long bowshot behind, advanced to meet the 
suppli~nt. Sivaji was seen descending from the fort, 
alone, cringing and crouching in abject fes.r. E;very 
few steps he paused and quavered forth a. trembling 
confession of his offences against the King his lord. 
The frightened creature dared not come near till Afzal 
Khan had sent his palankin bearers to a. distance anc.l 
:tood quite.solitary in the fi)l·est clearing. The s;ldicr 

ad no fear of the puny qua.kinO' fiO'ure that came 
W • . 0 0 

eepmg to his feet. He raised him up, and was 
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e.bo t to r,mLraci' him round tho shoulder in the 
fr-fondly or~"'ula1 \ 8.), wJ n he was suddenly clutched 
wii.h fingers of s l!"l. 'l'hc Mal"atha's hands were armed 

with' tign s clu \'d -st.eel nails as sharp as razors­
aml his embrace was 11.s deadly as tho Scottish 
'Maiden !i ' Afzal died vdthout a gro.;.n. Then the 
:Ma.rath.6. trumpet sounded the attack, and from every 
rot k • nd tree armed ru11ians fell upon the Bijapurfs, 
who were awaiting the l'l'turn of their general in care­
less &ecurity. 'fl,ere was no time to thi:::ik of fighting, 

it was &. case of l'UWM (1111 J>t.'Ut. They found they 
bad to deal ,vitl. ~ Jen1c11 t 'oi . however bi vaji had 
ga.it, ,J his ,)l>Jccl and ht ue, er in<lulbell in useles~ 
blccd,,.hed. lie oth ·ed quo.1ter, and gained tho sub­
dued trooper$ "' er to hi.<:1 own standard. It wa 1 

enough 101· hiw lo ha.vi" secured all t,he bagga.g~. 

stores, treasure, hol'l!OS, and elephants of the enemy, 
without slaking an unprofitable thirst for blood. 

Once more the forces of Bfjapur !'.ame out to crn. h 
him, and again they l'etreated in confusion. / 1 er 
this the Deccan sovereign left him unmolestet to 
gather trcah recruits, build new forts, and plund• r ns 
he pleased. His brigandage was cplossa.l, but it wa, 

conducted under stl'ict rules. He soizecl caravans a11cl 
convoys anJ i,,ppr.>priatciu their ti-ea--nrc. DUt he per ­
mitted no sacrilege to moi:r1ucs aurl no dishori•m..;ng of 
women. If a h.onh, were ta.ken, he ga.vo it r ev ... r tntly 

to some Mulu.,mmadan. If women w1,;re ca.ptured he 

protected them till they were mm,orncc.l . 'l'h~re w&' 
nothing of the libertine or brute about Sivaji In the 
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!!.ppropriation of booty, however; he was inexorable. 
Common goods belonged to the finder, but treasure, 
gold, silver, gems, &nd satins, must be surrendered 
untouched to the State 1• 

Sivaji's 1·ule now extended on the sea. coast from 
Ka.lyini in the north to the neighbourhood of Portu­
guese .Goa, a distance of over 250 miles ; east of the 
Ghats it reach!;ld froqi Poona. down to Mirich on the 
Kistna ; and its breadth in some parts was as much 
as 100 miles. It was not a vast dominion, but it sup­
ported an ~y of over 50,000 men, and it had been 
built up ~th incredible patience and· daring. Like 
the tiger of his own highland forests, Sivaj1 had 
crouched a.nd waited until the moment ca.me for the 
deadly spring. He owed his success as much to feline 
cunning as to boldness in attack. 

He was freed from anxiety on the score of his 
ea.stef'J?- neighbom· the King of Bija.pur, whose lands 
he had plundered at his will, and he now lonaed for 

0 

fresh fields of rapine. The Hindus had become his 
friends, or bought his fa vow-, and offered few occasiomf 
for ~ pillage. · He therefore turned to. the Mughal 
temtory to the north. Hitherto he had been careful 
to avoid giving offence to' his adopted suzerain, but 
n~w. he felt himself strong enough to risk a quarrel. 
~lS ~epressible thi~t for plunder found ample exer­
cise m the Mugha.l districts, and though he deprecated 
an assault upon th~ capital, lest he should provoke 
the ~peror to a wa.1· of e:xtermination, be pushed 

-
1 Khili l(hlLll, (, c., v•I. vii, pp. 200-1. 
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hi.a raids almost to the gates of the 'Throne-City,' 
Aurangabad. which was now the metropolis of the 
Mue;lial . power in the D~_cca.n. Aurangzib's uncle, 
Shayista. Khan, then Viceroy of the Deccan, was 
ordered to put a stop to these disturbances, and 
ac~ordingly proceeded, in 1660, to occupy the Mara.th! 
country. He found that the task of putting down the 
robbers was not so easy as it looked, even with the 
best troops in India. at his back. Every fo1t had to 
be reduced by siege, and the defence was heroic. A 
typi~ instance ma_y be read in Kha.ft Khan's de­
scription of the attack on the stronghold of Chakna, 
one of Sivaji's chief forts:-

• Then the royal armies marched to- the fort of Chakna, 
and after examining its bastions and walls, they opened 
trenches, erected batteries, threw up intrencbments round 
their own po~ition, and began to drive mines unde1· the fort. 
Thus having invested the place, they used their best efforts 
to reduce it. The rains in that country last -nearly five 
months, so that people ·cannot put their heads out of their 
houses. The heavy m888es of clouds change day into nigh· 
so that lamps 111'8 often needed, for without them one 1111 

cannot see another man of a party. But fo. all the musketi 
were rendered useless, the powder spoilt, i.!\d the bows 
bereft, of their strings, the siege ,vas vigorously prei.sed, 11Dd 
the walls of the fortress were breached by the fire of th·• 
guns. Th.,!3 garrison were hard pressed and troubled, but on 
dark nights they sallied forth into the trenches antl fought 
with surprising boldness. Sometimes the forces of the f~ee­
booter on the outside combined with those inside in malmig 
a· simultaneous attack in broad daylight, and placed th8 

trenches in great danger. After the siege had lasted ftfly or 
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sixty days, a ba.stion which had been mined was blown up, 

1u1tl , tones, bricks, and men flew into the air like pigeons. 
'fhe lm1.ve soldiers of Isl~l!!, trusting in God, and placing their 
shields before them, rushed to the assault and fought with greet 
determination. But the infidels had thrown up a barrier of 
earth inside the fortress, and had made intrenchments and 
plans of defence in many parts. All the day passed in fight­
ing, and many of the assailants were killed. But the brave 
warriors discbined to retreat, and passed the night without . 
footl or rest amid the ruins and the blood. As soon as the 
.. un rose, they renewed their attacks, and after putting many 
of the garrison to the sword, by dint of great exertion and 
determma.tion they carried the place. The survivors of the 
gar1 ison reti red into £he citadel. In this assault 300 o.£ the 
royal army were slain, besides sappers and others engaged in 
the work of the siege. Six or seven hundred horse and 
foo• were wowided by atones and bullets, arrows and 
i::wor.Js.' 

t :ventually th citadel surrendered, and Chakna. wa.s 
re-c:li1 istened ' Islamabad ' : but assaults and sieges like 
this 1•ost more than the conquest was worth. Even 
wher the :llugha.ls seemed to have brought the northern 
part of the :llaratba coqntry under control, and Sivaji 
ha.d buried himself in the hills, a fresh outrage dis­
pell~d the illusion. Shliyista Khan was carousing one 
night in fancied security in his winter quarters at 
Poona Suddenly the sounds ·of slaughter broke 
upon rhe ears of tbe midnight banqueters, who 
were regaling themseh"es after the day's fast, for ·it 
wa..s the month of Rama.za.n. · The Ma.d.thas were 
butchering Shayista.'e household. They got into the 
guard-house, and killed every one they found on his 
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pillow, crying, ' Thia is how they keep watch I ' Then 
they beat the Mughal drums so that nobody could 
hear his own voice. Shayista.'s son was killed in the 
scuffle, a.nd the general himself was dragged away by 
some of his faithful slave gh-ls, and with difficulty 
escaped by a window. 

This happened in 1663, after the Mughal army had 
been occupied for three yea.rs in subduing the robbers. 
The prospect was not encouraging, and to make 
matters worse the Mughal general laid the blame of 
the midnight surprise upon the treachery of his RAj­
put colleague Jaswa.nt Singh. The Raja:- had played 
the traitor before : he had tried to desert to Shuja' on 
th~ eve of the most decisive battle in Benga.l ; he had 
pledged himself to Dara, and then thrown the unfor­
tunate Prince over for Aurangzib ; and he was sus­
pected of being peculiarly susceptible to monetary 
arguments. Nothing, however, was proved agai~et 
him in the Poona affair, and Aurangzib found his 
military science and his gallant following of Fajputs 
too valuable to be lightly discarded. Accordingly, 
Shayista. was recalled and transferred to Bengal 1, a.nd 
Prince Mu'azzam, the Emperor's second son, was ap­
pointed to the command in the Deccan, with the Raja. 
Jaswant Singh as his colleague. Sivaji celebrated 
the 0001aion by sacking Surat for (Fryer says) forty 
days (Jan.-Feb. 1664): Sir George Oxindon indeed 
repulsed him from the English factory with much 
credit, but he carried off a splendid booty from the 

1 Seep. I 17. He died in Bengal in 1694, aged 93-
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city. Nothing more outrageous in the eyes of a good 
Muslim could be conceived than this insult to Sura.t 
the 'Gate of the Pilgrimage; until the sacrilege was 
cclipsctl l,y th~ fleet which Sivaji fitteJ ont at forts 
which 111.! ha<l built on the coast, for the express purpose 
of intercepting Mughal ships, many of which werP 
full of pilgrims on their way to or from the Holy 
City of .Mei;:ca. It seemed as though there \\·ere no 
limits to the audacity of this upstart robber, who 
now that his father wa..c; dead, presumed to style him­
self Raja., low caste Maratha. though he was, and t,r 
coin· money 'as an independent sovereign. 

A fresh change of generals was tried. Jaswant 
Singh's previous record justified the suspicion that he 
had turned a blind eye to the doings of hia fellow 
Hind-us, the violators of Surat ." He was superseded, 
and Raja Jai Singh and DiH.r Khan were appointed 
joint-commanders in the Deccan. Aura.ng?.fb never 
trusted one man to act alone; a colleague was always 
sent as a check upon him; and the divided command 
generally produced vacillating half-hearted action. 
I~ the present instance, however, Jai Singh and his 
colleague appear to have displayed commendable 
~nergy. Five months they spent in taking forts and 
devastating the country, and at. length Siva.ji, <lrivcr 
to earth, opened negotiations with Jai Singh. which 
ended in an extraordinary sensation : the Ma ratM 
chief not only ¾<>Teed to surrender the majority of his 
strongholds, and to become once more the vassal ol 
the Emperor, but actually went to Delhi a.n<l apptaren 
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in person· at the Court of the Great Mogul, to do 
homage to his suzerain for no less a. f eof than the 
V iceroyalty of the Deccan. No more a.mazing a.p­
.pa.rition than this sturdy little' mountain rat' among 
the stately grandeur of a. gorgeous Court could be 
imagined. 

The visit was not a success. Aura.ngzib clearly 
did not understand the ma.n he had to <lea.l with, and 
showed a. curious ]a.ck of political saga.city in hie 
reception of the Maratha. No prince or general in all 
India could render the Emperor such a.id in his 
designs against . tho Deccan kingdoms as the rude 
highlander who ha.d· a.t last come to his feet. A good 
many points might well be stretched to secure so 
valuable ·an ~lly. But Aura.ngzib was a bigot, and 
'inclined to be fastidious in some things. He could 
not forget tha.t Sivaji was a. fanatical Hindu, and a 
vulgar brigand to boot. He set himself the task of 
showing the Maratha. his real place, and, far from 
recognizing him as Viceroy of the Deccan, let him 
stand unnoticed among third rank officers in the 
Hplendid a.ssembly tha't daily. gathered before t he 
throne in the great Hall of Audience 1• Deeply 

1 There is some mystery about this interview. Kbafi Kblin says, 
with little probability, that A.urangzib was not aware of the lavish 
promises which had been m11de to Sivaji in his name by J11i Singh. 
Bernier and Fryer explain A11rangzib's coldness ,by the cln.mour of 
the women, who, like Sb11.yista's wife, had lost their sons by tho 
hands of the MaratMa. The risk of assassination by the injured 
relatives of his victims may well have given Sivaji a motive for 
e&eape from Delhi, but the vengeful appeals of the women could not 
have dictated Aurangzib's policy. Ho never budged an inch from 
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affronted, the little Maratha, · pale and sick with 
shame and fury, quitted the presence without ta.ki11g 
ceremonious leave. Instead of securing a.n importan t 
ally, .A.urangzib had ma.de an i;.oplaca.ble enemy. 

He soon realized hie mistake when Sivaji, after 
escaping, concea.led in & hamper, from the guards who 
watch~ his house, resumed his old sway in the Ghat~ 
at the close of I 666, nine months after he had set 
forth on his unlucky visit to Court. He found tha.t 
the Mughals had a.lmost abandoned the forts in the 
Ghats, in ord_er to prosecute a. fruitless siege of Bija.pt'1r, 
and he immediately re-occupied all his old posts of 
vantage .... No punishment follow-ed upon this a.ct of 
defiance, for Jaswant Singh, the friend of Hindus a.n,l 
affable pocketer of bribes, once more commanded iu 
the Deccan, and the result of his mediation was a. fret1h 
treaty, by which Sivaji was 11:cknowledged as a Raja. 
and permitted to enjoy a large amount of territory 
together with a. new jagir in Berar. The kings of 
Bijapur a~d Golk.onda hastened to follow the amicable 
lead of the Mughal, a.nd purchased their immunity 
from the Maratbas by payi~g an annual tribute. 
Deprived of the excitements of war and brigandage, 
Sivaji fixed his capital in the lofty crag of Ra.hiri, 

his set pmpose to gratify a woman's wish. The runwur that h• 
connived at Sivaji's escape, as mentioned by Fry1rr, in ortlnr 1., 
make a friend of the m11n whose life he thus Sllved. i11 lmpr~,.t,I\•. 
Aurangzib certain!y believed that he had nrore to t.:ain ny Sto/njrv 
death tbnn by his friendship, \vhich he despised ; and ~vl'l'w•1ul'III 
events showed tr~'lt the Maratha did not ton~idor hi1ntl'lf at ull 
b;,J.i.old~n to the Emp..ror for his aafety. · 
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afterwards R'-fgarh, due ea.st of Jinjara, and devoted 
himself to the consolidation of his dominion. Hia 
nrmy was admirably organized and officered, a.nd the 
mm were highly paid, not by feudal chiefs, but by 
tho government, while &ll treasure trove in their 
raids bad to be surrendered to the State. His civil 
officiah1 were educated Brahmans, since the Ma.rath'8 
wen, illilcrate. Economy in the army and govern­
ment, and justice and hon·esty in the local adminie­
iraiion, chara.cterized t~e strict and able rule of this 
remarkable man. 

Aurangzib·s brief attempt at conciliation-if indeed 
it were such-was soon exchanged for open hostility. 
Ile had, perhaps, employed Jaswant Singh in the 
hope of a.gain luring Sivaji into his power ; in any 
case tho plot had failed. Henceforth he recognized 
the deadly enemy he had made by his impolitic 
hautour a.t Delhi. The Maratha, fo1· his part, was 
nothing loth to resume his old depredations. He 
rocovered most of his old forts, i3acked Surat a second 
time in 1671, sent his nimble horsemen on raids into 
Khn.o<Ush, even defeated a Mughal army in the open 
field, brought all the southern Konka.n-except the 
por18 n.ncl L<•rritory held by the English, Portuguri-e, 
,~llll Al1yHi-.i11i1rnH- under his sway, and began to l~vy 
U10 fn111011~ M1mttl11i. ,·liauth or blackmail. a.mouuting 
tu orn•- li11irth of the revenue of ea.ch place, a.~ th!.' 

prico of i1111111mity from brigandage. He even curded 
liiH ravagcH UR fnr north as Bai·6cb, where the Marathli11 

Met an ominous pr(;cedent by crossing the NarbadM 
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(i6" 5). Then he turned to his father's_ old j"=,au in 
the south, which extended as far as TanJore, and was 

w held for the King of Bijap<ir by Siva.ji's younger 
no King 
brother. After forming an allia.noe with the 
of Golkonda, who was jealous of the predominance 
of Bijapur, a.nd after visiting · him at the bead of 

30,ooo horsemen and 40,000 foot!.Sivaji marched south 
to conquer the outlying possessions of . the common 
enemy, and to bring his brother to a. sense of fraternal 
duty He passed close to Madras in 1677, captured 
Jinji (600 miles from the K.onkan) and Vell6r a.nd 
Arnt and took possession "bf a.11 hi& fa.ther's estates, 
though he afterwards aha.red the revenue with his 
brother. On his return to the Ghats, after a.n absence 
o! eighteen months, be compelled the Mugha.ls to raise 
the siege of Bijapur, in return for large cessions on 
the part of the besieged government. Just as ~e 
was meditating still greater a.ggra.ndizement, a sudden 
illoe..c; put an end to his extra.ordinary career in 1680, 

when he was not quite £.ay-three yea.rs of age. The 
date of bis death is found in the words Kafir be­
;uha" ,iam ?'Clft, 'The Infidel went to Hell 1.' _ 

'Thou:;h the son of a 'powerful chief, he had begu.n life as 
a dnr111g :rnd o.rtful captain of banditt i, bnd ripened into a 
akilful general o.nd an nble eto.tesman, and left I\ character 
wlt icl bM ue,·er since been equalled or approached by any of 
hi, co1 tryruen. The distracted state of t he neighbouring 

Rh.,f1 Ku,\n is proud to be the discoverer of_thiis· ch TOnogram. 
It 1~, ,,1 , o• fl!, to be interpreted by the numencal values of the 
... ,., H,i r-.,.mt K :ao, 0Alif 1, F So, R :aoo. B 2,· J 3, H 5, N N 50, So, 

f( :ioo "f , T 400• 1091 ~ L 1.168o). 
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eo_nntriea p"'8ellted openinge by which an inferior lf'ader 
mag_h

1
t h~a-ve lfprofitedh ; ~ut it reqU1red a genius like hie to 

avtu Im.II(' aa e did of the mist.'llcea of Aw-an n,, 
ki?~ling a zeal for religion, and, through ~at, a : ~ 
11~int among the Madthaa. It w-as by these feelinga that 
h11 government waa upheld after it had passed int.o feeble 
h'."'da, &nd ~ k_ept together, in spite of numerous interaaJ 
disorders, until it· had eet&.blished ita supremacy over the 
grea~r _part of India. Though a predatory war, n ch u lie 
cond~ct.ed, m~ I*~ly inflict extensive miaery, Im 
~nenue" bear witness to his anxiety to mitigate the evils or 
1t by bu~ane regulations, which were strictly enforced.. 
His -devobou latterly degenerated into extravaguncee of 
superstition and austerity, but eeems never to have obeeured 
his talents or soured hie temper 1.' 

'Siva.ji always strove to mainta.in·the honour of the 
people in his territori~,' a&ys a Muhammadan hiato­
ria.n. 'He persisted in rebellion, plunde1·ing ca.ravaoa, 
a.nd troubling mankind. But he was absolutely guilt­
less of baser sins, a.nd w~ scrupulous of the honour 
of women and child.I-en of the Mus] ima when they fell 
into his hands.' Aunmgzib hnnself admitted that bis 
foe was ' a great captain'; and added • My armies 
have been employed against him .for .nineteen ye,,n, 

a.nd nevertheles,g his State has been alwa.ys in­
creasing.' 

1 Elphinatone, H~ ef lttdiG, 5th ed. 1866 , p. ~;. 

CH.APTER XI 

THE FALL OF GOLKONDA 

Auu.NoziB had been ba.clly served by his genera.Js 
in the Deccan: _but th'e fault was his own. His _ 
morbid distrnst had thwarted their effort.s; the com­
mand had been divided between jealous rivals; the 
forces a.t their disposal bad been insufficient to crush 
Sivl\ji or subdue the southern kings; and the com­
manders had been too frequently superseded to permit 
of connected and prolonged energy. It is possible 
that the languid p1·ogress of his arms in the Deccan 
was not wholly undesigned by the Emperor. He may 
have· intended to give the rival forces in the south 
time to destroy each other, and anticipated an easy 
triumph over a. disorganized and exhausted enemy. 
So fa.r as the two kingdoms o~ Bij6.pur and Golkonda. 
were concerned, his forecast was a.ccura.te enough. 
Their a.rmies seem to ha.ve melted awa.f; they had · 
fallen so low as to pa.y blackmail to the Marathas ; 
Golkonda. bad already grovelled before the Mughals, 
and it was only owing to the interference of Sivaji 
that Bijapur had not become a Mughal city in 1679. 
But the weakening of the old Deccan kingdoms had 
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been procurod at the expense of strengthening th 
Alara~has. Sivaj.i had a.n.nexed all the southern t.errle 
to_?'·~hich ~is father had lately won for the King~ 
B1;aptu·; he had.full . possession of the -western Obite 
rmd ~-o~kan ;_ and his forts continually sent out &nned 
exped1t1ons to harry the country north and 
wherever the blackmail h&d not been humbly ~ 
~he ' ~a.t Captain', indeed, was dead, but his :u, 
hveci m the na.tion he had created. AQ.r&Dgzib could 
not realize the power of these freebooters. He under­
stood the 11olid weight of organized states and dia­
ci~l~ed. armies; but he ne!er estimated the irregular 
dommat1on of the Marathas at its true value, until 
y~ars _of fruitless contest had sea.red the truth upon 
his mmd and spread its witnesses in the starved and 
butchered corpses of his Gra.nd Army t.hrough the 
length and breadth of the peninsula.. 

However little he.may have appreciated the gravity 
of the situation which he had .suffered to grow up in 
the Deccrui, Aurangzib sa.w tha.t the time had come 
for decisive action. He had by this time come to 
terms wit h the Rajputs of Udaipur1, a.nd.a.ba.ndoned a 
vain attempt. to subd~e the irrepressible tribes ·of 
Afghanistan; and, though in neither case could he 
feel satisfied with the makeshifts he ,had been obliged 
to adopt, he felt himself free for a while to dismiss 
Rajput and Afghan affairs fro)ll his mind, and to take 
the Deccan imbroglio into his own hand. At the close 
of 1 681, Aura.ngzib arrived at Burha.npur, and took 

1 See above. ti. 141. 
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~oU1mnnd of the army. He little thought tl1at be 
:ihould never see Delhi a.gain ; that after twenty-siJC 
years of stub~rn warfare he should die among the 
ruins of his hopes in the land where he had fin1t held 
government. Forty-five _yea.rs before, in 1636, he had 
come to Khandesh a youthful devotee of seventeen. 
As a man in the prime of life, he had gone near. to 
conquering the coveted kingdoms (1656). And now 
at the age of sixty-three he resumed his old work 
with all his former energy. He could not foresee that 
a quarter of a century later, a weary old man on the 
verge of ni• ety, he would still be there, still fighting 
the same foe, still enduring the same fatigues and ex­
erting the same iron will, till the wom out frame at la.st 
gave v.·ay, and the indomitable soul fled to its rest. 

Th~ Emperor's first step was to endeavour to strike 
a.we into the Ma.ratha.s by sending his sons, the Princes 
Mu'azzam and A.'zam, to scour the country. It was a 
useless proceeding. The Maratha.s offered no opposi­
tion, and left their rugged country fo punish the in­
vaders. Prince Mu'a.zmm accordingly marched through 
the whole Konkan, and laid it waste, and when he 
reached the end he found that he bad hardly a. horse 
fit to carry him, and that his men were marching 
afoot, half-starving. The enemy had cut· down the 
grass, so that no fodder could be obtained : the M ughal 
troopers 'ha.d no food but co~a.,-nuts, and the grain 
called kudun, which acted like poison upon them. 
Great numbers of men and horses died. Those who 
escaped death dragged on a. half-existence, and with 
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crying a.nd groaning felt as if every breath they drew 
was their last. There was not a. noble who had a. 
horse in his stable fit to use 1.' When they tried to 
victual the army by sea., the enemy intercepted the corn 
ships. The rocks and forests of the Ghat country had 
been quite ns destructive to the ca.va.lry as the spears 
of the Maratbas could ha.ve been. Fighting torrent.a 
and precipices, and enduring an unhealthy climate and 
scarcity of food, wa.s an unprofita.bl!' business ; and 
the Princes were ordered to converge upon Bijapur, 
whilst Aurangzib pushed forward to Ahm&dna.ga.r. 

As soon as t.he Elnemy's ha.ck was turned, Siva.jf11 
son, Sawbhaji, swiftly led his activ~ little horsemen 
behind their flank, and crossing over t6 Khandesh 
burned Burhanpur and set the whole country side in 
a blazo. Before the Mugha.ls could get a.t them, they 
were safe a.gain in their fastnesses in the Gb~ts. This 
stroke is typical of the Mara.th& method of wa.rfa.re. 
Thty never risked a.n. engagemeut in the open field 
unfot1ij their nllmbers ma.de victory a. certainty. 
When tho heavy Mugha.l cavalry attacked them, 
tho hardy little warriors, mounted on wiry steeds as 
inured to fatigue as themselves, and splendidly broken 
in for tl1eir tactics, would instantly scatter in all 
dircctiolll!, anu observe the enemy from a. neighbouring 
hill or wood, ready to cut off solitary horsemen, or 
Rurpri1;c small parties i~ ambush; and then, if the 

h l h · ment the punmers gave up t e use ess e ase, ma mo 
M,rnitbas were upon them, hanging on their BankS, 

• Khifi Khan, l. c.1 v9l. vii. p. 314. 
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despatching stragglent, anJ tiring at close quarters 
into the unwieldy mass. To fight such people wa..s 
to do battle with the air or to strike blows upon 
water: like wind or wa.ves they scattered and bent 
before the blow, only to close in again the moment 
the pressure was ta.ken off. They would dash down 
from their mountain retreats and intercept a. rich 
convoy of treasure ; a.nd before the Mugha.ls could get 
near them they were back in their rocky forts. Even 
if pursued to their lair and smoked out, so to speak, 
they only went to some equa.Hy convenient and almost 
inaccesi;ible stronghold to resume their usual ti-a.de of 
plunder, in which they took unfeigned delight. It i11 
true they Lad no longer a leader of Sh·a.ji's capacity , 
for his son was an idle dissolute ::sot, whose spasmodic 
days of daring rapine were separated by long intervals 
of languid inaction. But the time when a leader wa.s 
rssential was over. Siva.ji ha.d converted an easy­
going ra.ce of peasants into a nation of banditti, fired 
by a universal love of plunder, and in11p1red l,• a 
universal hatred of the Muslim. Thr Mnr4chas wn e 
'1C longer the fairly dis<'iplinrd .umy I hat R1 vaj1 
had organized ; they had 1,ccowc in ch•pendcnt ba11ds 
of brigands, ea.ch a.ctmg for itself, and grasping all 
that came within reach. But tho effect was the i;amP 

fK if they had still formed one force un<ler one lea<lc-r. 
Each man fought and trapped and pillaged in tJ,.., 
.ame common ca.use- the naliona.l war aga.inst Muhiirn-
111adan aliens- and their separate effor~ produced a. 

sufficiently alarming collective result. Like other 
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brigands, however, they were good to their friends. 
Those who paid the stipola.ted blackma.il had nothing 
to fear from their raiding parties. They were COil86-

quently popular enough with the country-folk, who 
regarded them as national heroes, and as their def~ndera 
age.inst the inroads of the infidels, and were always 
eager to keep thom informed of the movements of the 
enemy a.nd to warn them of any approaching danger. 
It is not too much to say that, except the la.rge 
cities, and the spots where the Mughal armies were 
a.ctup.lly encamped, the Decca.n wa.s practica.lly tnder 
the control of these highland 1·obbers. 

A good deal of this must have been appa.ren~.to the 
keen glance of Aurangzib, a.s soon as he had come into 
personal relations with the Mara.tb'5; but he was not 
to be turned from the course he had set . before him. 
The religious bigotry of the enemy only inflamed his 
own puritanical zeal, and he was imprudent enough 
to insist on the strict levying of bis poll-tax on Hindus 
- which bad considerably helped the popularity of the 
Ma.ratMs- in the very country where it was most. 
important to lay aside Muhammadan prejudices. His 
first step on arriving in the Deccan was to issue 
stringent orders for the collection of the bated jwya. 
The people and their headmen resisted and rioted in 
va.in. A tried officer was detached with a force of 
horse and foot to ex.tort the po11-tax &DC\ punish the 
recusants. It. is significant that in three months t.bis 
sagacious officer reported that he had collected the 
poll-tax of Burhanpur fol' the past year (R26,ooo), a.nd 
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begged the Emperor to appoint sQme one else to ~y 
on the unpleasant business 1• Latrr on a proclamation 
was issued that. no Hin<lu shou Id ride in a. palankin 
or mount an Arab horse without special permission. 
The inevitable result of these impolitic measures was 

to throw t'1e whole Hindu population into the arms 
of their friends the Marat11a.~, who indeed exacted a 
heavy blackmail, but made no invidious distinction 
of creed in ·their rough and ready system of taxation. 

Aura.ngzib's plan seems to have been, first, to cu t 
off tne sources of the Maratha revenue, by extir­
minating the kingdoms of Golkon<la. n.nd Bijapfu-, 
which paid tribute to the brigands ; and I htn to ferret 
the ' mountain rats' out of their holes. He clearly 
thought that the two kingdoms formed his real point 
of attack, and that after their fall it would be easy to 
deal with the Marathas. Evidently he did not. know 
bis men. 

The first pa.rt of his programme was the less diffi­
cult to carry out. The old Deccan kingdoms were in 
no condition to offer serious resistance to Aurangzib's 
Grand Army. They might have been annexed long 
before, but for the selfish indolence of the Mugha.l 
generals. The truth is, as Bernier 2 shrewdly remarks, 
that these commanders enjoyed their almost royal 
dign1Ly so much, while at the bead of large armies 

' Kluifi Khan, I.e., vol. vii . pp. 310, 311. 
' Bt'rnicr was at Golkoud11 in 1667, and b;is left on record a 

,ingular pouolrat ing 1,urvey of tl,e politir:11 condition of U,e Decra n 
l.111::tlnm s uud l heir relations willi the Mugha ls ( 'lTards, pp. 191-
1 r;U • 
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in a province far di.qtant from the imperi·al . 
h control 

t at they thought only of keeping their posts · 
t k li , and oo very ttle trouble to bring the enemy to th . 
knees. ' They conduct every operation with la.ngu e,r 
and avail themselves of any pretext for th or, . e pro~ 
longation of war, which is alike the source of th . 
em~lument and dignity, It is become a. proverb:: 
sa.ymg that the Deccan is the bread and support f 
the soldiers of Hindustan.' 

0 

Golkonda was the weaker of the two kingdoms 
It had always pushed forward its neighbour Btjapur 
as a buffer to deaden the shock of the Mughal assaults 
It had secretly subsidized its neighbour to <'nahle it 
t? defend itself against the Mughals, and a.t the same 
time bribed_ the Imperial officers to attack Bij{tpiir 
rather than itself. In spite of its ingenuity however 
0 1 ' ' o konda had bowed the knee before Aura.ngz1h in 
1656, and bad been growing more and more demoral­
ized ~ th~ quarter of a century which had rolled by 
uneasily smce then. It was practically n. province of 
the Mugba.l empire. Its King, Abu l Ra.Aan, had never 
recovered from the shock of that early humiliation. 
He had become a more tributary vassal, and had 
ceased to take any public pa.rt in the government 
of his kingdom. He never appeared in audience. or 
presided over a court of justice. In. 1667 he lived 
strictly secluded in the fortress of Golkonda.. and 
abandoned himself to debauchery. Meanwhile hia 
metropolis, Raida.rabad, was a. prey to anarchy anJ 
misrule. Relieved from the smallest fear or respect 
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fo1 tht K'i.ng, the nobles tyrannized over the people at 
their will. and the lower classes would sooner have 

511 J, 11iitted b Aurangzfb's just governance than con• 
ii1111c to en<lure the oppression of their many masters. 
Jndccd, the rule of the Mughal may almost be said t0 
hnsc been established at Ha.idarabad from the date of 
Lhe trPaty of 16.56, for Aurang7.ib's Resident there was 
aecustomed to 'issue his commands, grant passports, 
m(nace and ill-treat the people, and in short speak 
and act with the uncontrolled authority of an absolute 
sov..r~ign.' MirJ1,mla.'s son,li'Iuha.mmad Amin Khan , 
t.'Xerei-sc:d pracLically royal poweri:; a.t the principal 
port. Masuljpabrn; ancl Mugba.ls, Dutch, and Portu­
guese hail only to prefer their demands, sure of the 
fulfilm,nt of the prophecy,' Ask, and it shall be given 

unto you.' 
Jt Sl•emcd b11.rdly worth while to subdue still further 

1rn nh·c:-;1.dy prostrnlo kingdom: but the anarchical 
state of the goverument might well invite c.'\a even 
1~quire forc ible intei-vt>ntion. When Aun1.ngzib leunt 
that two Hindfos had possl'SSCd themselves of the chief 
power in tfaid.i.tabiid. and -.,·tr~ oppressing and per­
secuting the M11sn.lm1tns, he felt that the time for 
intervention hn.tl <'ome. A disordered State was 
un t"yeso1·e on his borders; a triuut.n·y State where 
the true believers were persecuted for righteousness 
sa.ke was intolenil>Je. Accordingly, ·in 1684, Prince 
Mu'azzmn wns despatched with Kb,tn..Jaban Babadur 
Kokalta~h to 1·cform the government of Oolkonda.. 
·rhe prince and the general appear to have fallen 



.AURANGZIR 

v ctirns t o th<' jnt1olcnce which was the besetting sin 
l)i Mughal commanders in the Deccan. Mu'azzarn 
was a. _milu a.nu dutiful son, whose gentle docility laiJ 
him perpetually open to the suspicion of designing 
subtlety. His father had suspected him of ambition!! 
which were wholly foreign to his placid nature, a.nJ 
few princes have won credit for so much devilry &.'I 

~lu'azzam acquired by the cornsisten·t practice of a.11 
the innocent virtues. Aurangzib 1111.d not. forgotten 
lbat his own l.,]arucless youth had v-,i led the fiercest 
ambition, and Lb other i;on, Prm(:e A ·zarn. was not 

slow to point t!b.e precedent to the ciuw or Mu'azza.111 • 

H~ Wa'l 'too gooJ to be true,' eviuc11tly. He wa::i 
et·1-La.inly too just and humane to be aont to WU{,rt· a 
pitiles:-i w:.i.r. Instead of attacking Hait!antl.1ad and 

Oolk011da with the energy which bis father expected, 
the Print<' &trove in every way to avert hostilities, 
and then, :4ftcr some futile skirmishing, for four or tivt: 

months he remained motionleBS. It is not surpris­
ing to hear that Aura.ugz1L administered a trenchant 
rcprimaud, which 'incell60d' the blameless PrinCC", 
Lut induced him at length to fight. Even when he 
had bea~ the enemy and pursued them into their 
camp, he gave them a truce for the alleged purpose of 
removing their women to sa.fety, and was rewarded 
by renewed rei;iata.nce. He then threw out a.n imbe­
cile proposa.l that the dispute should Le sf'ttled by a 
combat between two or three heroes on either side, 
the Horatii and Curiatii of Delhi and Golkonda I 
Thjs does not seem to have L~en ta.ken up, and at last 
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the Prince drew near to Raiua.i·,Md, where he ought 

to have been six months beforo. 
On his tardy approach, the greatest terror and con­

fusion prevailed in the city. The Hindus a.ocused the 
Muhammadans of betraying their country, and the 
Muhammadan general went over to the Mughals. The 
King fled to the fortress of Golkonda., and the city was 
given over to rival bands of rioters, who plundered 
and 1·apcd and destroyed a.t their plea.sure. There wa.s 
a stampede to GolkouJ1~, mid many thousand gentle­
men, unaLle to save their property or find horses, 
took their wives and children by the hand, a.nd led 
them, without veils and scantily clothed, to the pro­

tection of the fort. 

, &fore break of day, the imperial forces attacked ~he 
city, and a frightful scene of plunder and destruct10u 
follow<:d, for in every part and road and market the1·e were 
hu,~ npou lacs of mc·ney, stuffs, carpets, horses, and elephants, 
belon{;iug to Abu-I-Hasan and his nobles. Words cannot 
express how many women and children of Musalmms ~d 
Hiutlus were mode prieoners, or how many women of high 
aud low degree wtl!'e uishonoured. Carpets of g~eat val~e, 
which were too heavy to carry, were cut to pieces with 
swords and daggers, uml every bit was struggled for. The 
Prince ,~ppointt.-d officers to pr.!vent the plunder, and they 

did their best to restrain it, but in vain'.' 

After all these horrors, Prince M\l'azzam, or a.s he 
was now sty]oJ, Sha.h-'A.lam (' Kiug of the World ') 
made pea.cc (1685), on the King·~ ai,grceing to pa.y a n 

, Kh:lfi Khan, 1. <., vol. Yu. f>. ~~-
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indemnity of about a. million and a quarter, to sur­
render certain districts, and to imprison the two Hindu 
ministers- who in the meanwhile were murdered by 
the slaves of the harim. Aurangzib must have gnashed 
his teeth when he heard that bis son had tamely aur­
rcndered the fruits of his victory: but he pretended 
to approve the terms of peace, whilst privately telling 
Sbah-'Alam what he thought of him. The Prince wa.-t 

recalled. 
.Aurangzib, however, was not, perhaps, sorry to leave 

Golkonda. a.lone for a.while, as he was now fully occu­
pied wi~h his invasion of Bijapur. This kingdom, 
though more important, a.nd far less a.ccessible, 1,y 
reason of its fortified mountain passes and the scarcity 
of forage and water, was in little better case for re­
sistance than its sister State. lt.<1 outlying cities had 
already fallen to the Mugbals, and its west.em districts 
were in the greedy hands of the .Maratba.s, who, never­
theless, had been a chief ca.use why it ba<l not so far 
succumbed to tho imperial attacks. Now tha.t Sivaji 
was dead, this source of protection ha.<l vanil$be<l, 
and Prince A'za.m was deputed to achieve tho long 
deferred conquest. The Bijapu.rfa, however, resorted 
to their usoa.1 tactic.s · they laid waste al1 the country 
round the ca.pita.1, till tho Mugha.l army wa.'> half 
famished, and they hovered about its flanks and 
be.rassed. its movements with a pertinacity worthy of 
Siva.ji himself. In August, 1685, however, Aura.ngzib, 
appeared upon tho scene in person. Under his search­
ing eye t11e work of intrenchi11g a111I mining round the 
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six mile.s of ramparts went on heartily. A close 
blockade was eP.ta.blished, and at last after more than 
a. year's labour the besieged were starved out, and the 
keys of Bijapur were delivered to the Empe~or in 
November, 1686. The old capital of the •Adil Shahs, 
once full of splendid pa.laces, became the hom_e of the 
owl a.no. jackal. It stands yet, a. melancholy silent 
ruin. Its beautiful mosques still raise their minaret.'i 
a.bove tho stone walls, which are even now so inviolate 
that oue might fancy one gazed upon a living city. 
Within, a ll is solitucfo and desolation. The' Visiapur ' 
which a.stounc.lcd so many travellers by its wealth a.nu 
magnificence, was trampled under the foot of the 

Puritan Emperor, and fell to rise no more. 
Oo)konda soon felt the lol5S of her protecting sister. 

ln spite of the treaty concluded in 1685, Aurangziu 
resolved to make an end of tho Kutb Shah dyna.sty. 
Hjs sole justification seems to be that the King bad 
failC(I to pay the stipulattd tribute ; but instead of 
plainly setting forth this grounu of complaint, he 
acted with a dissimulation which was a.s unnecessary 
as it was unworthy. Under cover of a pilgrimage to 
a. holy shrine, he marched to Kulba.rga, half-way to 
Gol kornla. 1 [is agent at llaidarabad was instructed 
lllen.nwhile to extort the tribute from the King. 
Abu-I-Hasan eolleeted &ll the j ewels he could lay 
handh on, and deposited them in baskets a.t the 
Mughal Legation by way of security for his dcl,t. 
Then news came that the Emperor had left Kulbarga 
au<l was marching on the capital. His hostile intco-
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~o~e were unmistaka.ble. 'l'he Kin~ w~ naturally 
mdigna.nt a.t the breach of faith, demanded his jewels 
back, and pla.ced the Mugha.1 Resident under arrest . 
but on the latter pointing out the inevitable vengean~ 
that would follow any injury offered to Aumngzib's 
representative, and proffering bis mediation with bis 
master, Abu-1-Ha.san restored him to liberty. 

The Mugbal army was at his gates, and - the 
wretched King knew that hie fall was at hand. In 
vain he sent submissive messages to the Emperor, and 
laid his bt1mble protestations of obedience at his feet. 
Aurangzib'e reply was uncompromising:- · 

' The evil deeds of 'this wicked man ~ the bow1d11 of 
writing, but to mention one out of a hiµidred and a little 
out of much will gi-ve some idea of them. He has given tl1c 
l·cins of governmimt into the hands of vile tyrannical infid4l11 ; 
oppressed the holy men of Ieli'im ; and abando.ned himself 
openly to Nckless debauchery and vice, indulging in drunken­
ness and lewdness day and night. He makes no distinction 
between infidelity and Iillm, tyranny and justice, depravity 
and devotion. He has 'waged war on behalf of infidels, and 
disobeyed the lawll. of God, which forbid the aiding of the 
enemies .of I11lam, by which disobedience be has cast reprcach 
upon the Holy Book in the sight of God and man. Letters 
of warning and counsel have 1·epeatedly been sent to him by 
tbe bands of discreet meesengers, but he has paid no heed. 
Only recently he bas sent a Jae of pagoJas to th'e wicked 
Sambbaji. Io all this insolence and vice and depravity, he 
has shown no shame for his infamous olfeuces, and no hope 
of amendment iJ1 this world or the next.' 

Seein;:; that there was no hope of mercy, the King 
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of Golkonda. pr<'pn.red to di e like a soldier. He cast 
off his sloth ond luxmy of·life, and !:lCt about ordering 
h is army and ma.king ready for the siege of his cit.a.del. 
1n January, 1687, tho onerny took grounJ at gunshot 
range. anJ the leaguer Legan. Day by Jay and week by 
week the approaches were pushed forwarJ under the 
eommanJ of Ghazi-ad-din };'ir6z J11.ng. Abu-I-Hasan 
had fotty or fifty thousand bor!ie 0utsicle the walls 
which continually harass<.'d the engineers, and the 
garrison plied tht-ii· cannon anu rockets with deadly 
~fleet upon the trenches. The defence was heroic; fr~­
quent and deadly were the iallies of the bc1>icgcd. The 
fortrei.s was well founu in n,mmunition anu provisions. 
,rnd u. ceaseless fire was kept up night and da.y from 

lhe gates n.tHl towors ancl ramparts. Not a day pasRed 
without loss to the assailants. At la.st the lines were 
pus.hen Uf to the fosse, and Aurnngzib himself sewed 
the first sack that was to be fillet! with earth and 
thrown into the ditch. Heavy guns woro mounted on 
ea.rtb work!:i to keep back the dc.:f'crnlor~, and an attempt 
was mado to sea.lo the wallH by night. 8ome of the 
besi~gers ha<l alrea<ly g1tined tho ramparts, when a 
dog ga.vc the a.IA.rm, and the garri•:on speedily des­
patchc1l the climbers -and threw dO\Yn the ladders. 
'l'he dug was rewanloll with a goltl(·n co1lar. 

Meanwhile faml11c wn,.'l rcJucinc, the lilurrbal army o o 

to extremities. Thu f'ri c·11ds of Oolkoncla, a.nd espe-
cially the. M:u atha~ ol' ' I lint hell-clog' Sn.mLhaji, ha.d 
la.id the country w:ist1• : the f'Cll-"O ll was dry · and . , 
there was a tenil.,lc ~cm·city of ricr•. grain, n11Cl li,dcler. 
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Plague broke out in the camp, and many of the 
soldiers, worn out with hunger and misery, doserte<l 
to the enemy. When the rain came at la.at, it fell in 
torrents for three days, a.nil washed away much of the 
entrenchments : upon which the besieged sa.Jlie<l out 
in force and killed many of the Mughals, and took 
prisoners. The occasion seemed favourab-le for over­
tures of peace. Abu-I-Hasan showed his prisoners 
the heaps ·of corn and treasure in the fort, and offered 
to pay an indemnity, and to supply the besieging 
army with grain, if the siege were raised. Aurangzib's 
answer was full of hls old proud inflexible resolve : 
'Abu'..1-Hasan must cowe to me with chisped hands, 
or ho shall come bound before me. I will then con­
sidn· what mercy I can show him.' Forthwith he 
ordered 50,000 sacks from Berar to fill the moat. 

In June the mines were ready to be fired. A feint 
attack was made to drn.w o(f the garrison from the 
expected breach, a.nd the fuse was applied. The !esult 
was disastrous to the Mughals ; the defenders had 
skilfully countermined, and drawn the powder from 
one ID.lne, a;11d poured water into the others. The 
only pa.rt that exploded waR that nearnst to the be­
siegers, who were wounded and buried by the falling 
stones, and had sca.rcely recovered from the shock 
when the garrison were upon them @laying all who 
were found in the trenches. ' Great wailings and 
complaints arose from the troops,' and the cannona.<l~ 
from tb_e castle grew hotter as the besiegers' courage 
waned. Aurnngzih wa.s enraged at the obstinacy or 
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the defence and commanded an assault to be made 
uuder his own eyes. 

'Prodigies of valour were exJ1ibitecl. Dut a storm of wind 
a11cl rain arose and obstructed the progress of the assailimts, 
and they were forced to fall back drenched with rain. The 
garri,ou again mude a sally, took posses~ion of tl1e trenches, 
~piked the heavy guns, aud curried away all that was port­
able. They pulled out of the moat the logs of wood a1Hl 

tlie many thousands of bags which bad been usecl to fill it 
np, and us,·d them to repair tlie breaches made by the 
mines 1

.' 

Where courage and perseverance failed, treason 
succeeded. Mines and assaults had been vainly tried 
against the heroic defenders of Golkonda : money and 
promises at last won the day. Many of the nobles 
of Golkonda had from time to time ~one over to the 
enemy, and at length only two chiefs remained loyal 
to the King, 'Abd-ar-Razzak and 'Abdallah Khan. 
Both had been plied with rich promises by Aurangzib. 
'Abd-ar-Razzak, ' ungracious faithful fellow,' as his 
friend the historian relates, ' taking no heed of bis 
own interest and life,' showed the Emperor's letter to 
the men in bis bastion, and tore it to shreds before 
them. He told the spy who brought it to make 
answer that be would fight to the death, even as they 
fought who diJ battle for the blessed Husain aL 

Kerbela. But bis colleague, 'Abdallah Khaa, was 
open to a . bribe. He had charge of a postern gate. 
and admitted the enemy. The Mugha]s poured into 

1 KhMi Khan, I. c., \·ol. vii. p. 331. 
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the fortrc&s.-nn,I raised n. shout of triumph. 'Ahcl-ar­
Ra1.zak hcnrd it, nnd l<'aping on a liarcbn.cked horse, 

followed hy n dor.cn reta.incr1,1, gn.llopcd to the gate, 
thnmgh which the enemy wt-rt" rnshing in. Ho threw 
him!;df 1\lo11e into thc,ir midst, crying thnt ho would 

dit" fur Ab11-l-Ha..~n. Coven•d with blood and reeling 
in his s1uldh', he fought his way ou~, and they found 

him ntxt day lying 1:1cnsol~ uml1.1r a cocoa-nut tree, 
with more tluin sev0nty wounds. 

Mt1inwhile the King bad heard the shouts nm\ 

groans, and knt>w that the hour was come. He went 
into th<' hari111 nrni tried to comfort the women, and 

t lwn n::'lking tll<'ir pardon for his faults he bade them 
f1t.rewell. nnd taking his scat in the nuclience chamber, 

wn.itcd c11,]m]y for his unbidden guest~. H e wouJ,t 

not ::;ult'tr his dinner hour to be po:;tponed for sucli a 

trill0 nii th(' Muglml tri t~mph. When the office.rs o f 
Amnng~ib nppc1ired, he saluted them as becam<, a 
King rceeivccl them coul'tcously, and spoke to them 

in choirt Persian. H e then c.alled for his horse nntl 
rode with tlic\lu to Princo A'7.nm, who presented him 

to Aurnnl,!·l:ih. Tho Or('at Mogul tr<'ated him with 

~rave courtesy, as King to King, f~r the gallantry of 
hi~ defeuct' of Golkomla atoned for many !;ins of bis 
licentiout; past. 'l'lwn he was sc•nt a prisoner to 
Daulatabad, wh<'re his hrother of T1ijap(1r was alrl'n.dy 

n. captive. and both their tlynaatic·s disappear from 
history. Aunmgz11.J nppropriat.NI s')111c seveu m1ll1"lnit 

6ierlin~ from th<' royal property of Oolkont!A.. 
The hN·o of the siege was 'Ahd-ar-RazzAk. A .i -

THE FALL OF <JOLKONDA 187 

. "Zl,,__ 8 .. ;d that had Abu-1-Hasan possessed but one 
1ant> 111 - • • •· 

more servant as loyal as this, the siege might have 

gone on much longer. He sent a. European and a 
Hindu surgeon to attend to the wQunded man, 11n_d 
rejoiced when a.ftc1· sixt<'rn days he at last opened h1s 
,.;es. He showered fa.~eurs upon the he1·o's sons. ?ut 
nothing could shake the loyalty of the father. Lymg 

on his sick bed, he said that ' no man who had eaten 
the salt of Abu-1-Hasan could enter the service of 
Aurangzib.' Among the universal self-seeking of th<1 

M ugha.l Court, such faithfulness was rare indeed, a.nd 

110 one honoured it more 51ncerely than the Emperor 

who had never been disloyal to bis standard of duty. 



CHAPTER XII 

Tm: RUIN Of AURANGZl8 

W ITH the COI\quest of Golkonda and Bijapur. 
Aw-angzib considered himself master of the Deccan 
Y ~t the direct result of this destruction of the on1y 
powers that ma.de for order and some sort of settled 
government in the penirumla was to strengthen the 
hands of the M.arathas. The check exercised ·upon 
these freo-lances by the two Kingdoms ma.y have been 
weak anoliesitating, but it had its effect in somewhat 
restraining their audncity. Now this check w~ 
~bolished ; the social organization which hung upon 
the two governments was broken up; and anarchy 
reigned in its stead. The majority of the vanquished 
armies naturally joined the Marathas and adopted the 
calling of the road. The local vfficials set themselves 
up as petty sovereigns, and gave their support. to 
the Maratha.a as the party most likely to promote 
a golden nge of plUI\der. Thus the bulk of the popula­
tion of the two dissolved States went to swell the 
power of Sambhaji nnd his highlan lers, nnd the 
disastrous results of this r~volution in Deccan polities 
wero felt for more than a. century. The anarchy 
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ns surrounded Aurangzib in bis gigantic camp at 
Pairampur. Instead of hardy swordsmen, they had 
become pudded dandies. They wore wadding under 
their heavy armour, and instead of a. plain soldierly 
bea1·ing they luxuriated in comfortable saddles, and 
velvet housings, and bells e.nd ornaments on their 
chargers. They were adorned for a procession, when 
they should have been in rough campaigning outfit. 
Their camp was as splendid and luxurious as if they 
were on guard at .the palace at Delhi. The very rank 
a.no file "rum bled if their tents were not furni.i:ilied M -

~ . 
comfortably as in quarters at Agra, and their re-
quh-ements attracted a.n immense crowd o~ ca~p 
followers, twenty times as numerous as the effective 
strength. An eye.witness describes Aura.ngzib·s camp 
o.t Galgala in 1 695 as enormous: the royal tents alone 
occupied a circuit of three miles, defended all 1·oun<l 
with palisades and ditches and 500 f alconets :-

' I wns told,' he says, 'that the forces in this cnmp 
amounted to 60,000 horse and 100,000 on foot, for whcse 
bag~age there were 50,000 camels and 3000 elephants; 
hut tl1at the sutlers, mercbn.uts an~ nrtificers were much 
more numerous, the whole camp being a moving city COJI• 

tajuing five millions of eouls, and ahow1di11g. not only iu 
provisions, but in all things that could be desired.. There 
were 250 bazars or markets, every Amir or general ha~1f 
one to Eerve his men. In short the whole camp was thirt~ 

milaa about'.' 

1 Dr. J F. Oemelli Careri, Voyage Round the World, Churchill Col­
lection of Voyages and Travels, vol. iv. p. 221 (r745\. Ho ndds that 
the total ormy 1tmounted to 300,000 honie and -400,000 foot. H, 
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So vast a host was like & plague of locusts in a. 
country: it devoured everything; and thpugh 11.t 
times it was richly provisioned, a.t others tho Maratlu'is 

cut off communications with the base of supplio.-; in 
the north, and & famine speedily ensued. 

The effeminacy of the Mughal soltlicrs w&.13 en­
colU·a.god by the dilatory tactic.~ of their generals. 
The best of all Aurangzib's officers, Zu-1-E'ikar, held 
treasonable parley with the enemy and intentionally 
delayed a. siege, in the expectation that the aged 
Emperor would die at a.ny moment and leave him in 
command of the troops. Such genera.ls and such 
sohlfors were no match for the hardy Marathas, who 
were inspired to a man with a buroin~ desire to 
extirpate the Musalmans and plunder everything they 
posses.~. The Mughals had numbers and weight; 
in a pitched battle they were almost a.lways succc.~­
ful, and their sieges, skilfully conducted, were in­
vru:iably crowi:.ed with the capture of the fort. But 
the..e forts were innumerable ; and each demanded 
m~mths of labour before it would surrender; and in 
a.n Indian climate there are not many consecutive 
months in which siege operations can be carried on 
without severo hardships. Wo constantly hear of 
marches during the height of the rains, the Emperor 
leading the way in his uncomplaining stoical fashion, 
and many of the nobles trudging on foot through the 
mud. In a single campaign no less than 4000 miles 

doublles.q fell into the common error of including a large proportion 
of ump followul"d in U1e infantry. 
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which desolated the Deccan w&a the direct forerunner 
of the ha.voe wrought by the Marathas in Delhi in the 
time of SMh-'Ala.m and WellesJey. 

The evi~ effects of the conqoest were not immediately 
apparent. Aurangzib's armies seemed to carry all 
before them, and the work of ta.king possession of the 
whole tenitory of the vanished kingdoms, even as far 
south as Shabjfs old government in Mysore, was swiftly 
accomplished. Sivaji's brother was hemmed in at 
Tanjore, and the Marathas were everywhere driven 
away to their mountoin forts. To crown these suc­
cesses, Samoha.ji was captured by some enterprising 
Mughal.s at a moment of_ careless self-indulgence. 
Brought before Aurangzib, the loathly savage dis­
pla.yed his talents for vituperation and bla.spbe·my to 
such a. degree that he was put to death with circum­
stances of exceptional barbarity (1689). His brother, 
Raja Ram, fled to Jinji in the Carnatic, as remote as 
possible from the Mughal head-quarters. For the 
moment, the Maratha power seemed to have come to 
an end. The brigands wero a.wed awhile by the com­
manding personality and irresistible force of Ule Great 
Mogul Had terms with such a.n enemy been possilile 
or in any degree binding, Aura.ngzib might well have 
accepted some form of tributary homage, and retired 
to Delhi with all the honours of the war. 

But the Emperor was not the man to look ha.ck 
when once his hand was set to the plough. He had 
accomplished a. military occupation not merely of the 
Deccan, but of the whole peninsula, sa.ve the extreme 
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point south of Trichinopoly, and the marginal poe&:s­
sione of the Portuguese ~d other foreign natio11K. 
Military occupation, however, was not enough ; he 
woulJ m11.ko the southern provinces an integral part of 
his settled Empire, as finally and orga.nica.lly a memb-.:r 
of it as the Punjab or Beng,J. With this aim he 
stayed un and on. till e, hope and will unquenchable 
in 1ifc were stilled in death. The exasperating 
struggle lasted seventeen years after the execution of 
Sambhaji and the capture of his chief stronghold: 
a.nd' at the end success was as fa.r otr as ever. ' But it 
was the will of God that the stock of thia turbulent 
Ja.mily should not be rooted out of the Deccan and 

' that King_ Aurarigzib should spend the rest of his 
life in the work of repressing them.' 

The explana.tion of this colossal failure is to be 
found partly in the contrast between the characters of 
the invaders and the defenders. Ha.d the Mughalti 
been· the same hardy warriors that Bahar led from the 
valleys of the Hindu Kush, or had the Raj puts been the 
loyal protagonists that ha.d ao often courted destruc­
tion in their devoted service of. ea.rlier emperors, the 
Marathas would have been allowed but a short shrift, 
Bqt Aurangzib ha.d alienated the Rajputs for ever, 
and they could not be trusted to risk their lives for 
him in the questionable work of -exfRTmi.o.ating a 
people who were Hindus, however ~ior in caste , 
and dignity. As for the Mughals, three or four gener­
ations of court-life had ruined their ancient manliness. 
Plibar wou)J have scorned to command sur.h officers 
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They carried off the imperial elephants-within bail 
of the cantonments, and even ehut the Emperor up 
in hie own trenches, so that 'not a single person 

durst venture out of the camp 1 
·' 

The marvellous thing about this wearisome ca.m-
paign of twenty years is the way in whi~ the bra~e 
old Emperor endured its many ~pa and dis­

appointments. 

• He waa nearly sixty-five when he croseed the Narbada 
to be.gin on thia long war, and bad attaine_d his eighty-first 
year before be quitted hi.a cantonment at Ba1mmp'1r [ to ~ake 
hi.a fut grand sweep over the Marathi country J. The fatigues 
of marches and Biegee were little suited lo Much an age; and 
in spite of the display of l\1Xlll'Y iu hie camp equipage, he 
suffered bardahipe that would have tri11d the constitution of 
a younger man. While he was yet at Bairampur, a sudden 
flood of theBhuna overwhelm'ed hi.a cantonment in the darkness 
of the night, and during the violence of one of those fal~ of 
rain which are only seen in tropical climates : a great portion 
of the cantonment was swept away, and the rest laid under 
water; the alarm and confUBion increased the evil : 12,000 

persons are said t.o have perished, an~ ho~, ~mela, ~d 
cattle without number. The Emperor himself was 1n danger, 
the inundation rising over the elevated spot which be 
occupied, when it was arrested (as hi.a courtiers averred) by 
the efficacy of hie prayers. A similar dieaater was produced 
by the de8C8nt of a torr;.ent during the siege of Parli i and, 
indeed, the atorme of that incle~ent region must ~ve 
exposed him to many aufferingB during the numt:roWI rauty 
seasons be spent within it. The impoasable streams, the 
flooded valleys, the miry botto~ and narrow waye, cauaed 

1 Bu.ndela officer's wirrative, in Scott's Dea"-, PP· 109, n6. , 
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i;till greater difficulties when he was in mution; compell1•1l 
him to halt where uo provi,ious were t-0 be had; aud wtr,· 

SO destructiTe to his cattle as sometimes eutirely to crippl t• 
his army. The \'iulent heau,, iu teuts, .11111 lluriug marclws. 
were distressiug nt other se&soll8, ond often rendered ovN·· 
1ioweri11g by lbe failure of wnkr : general famines antl pt'bti­
lences came more ttuua once, in addition to tbe scarcity a11tl 
isickuess t-0 which his own camp was often liable; aud nil 
was u~grnvated by the accounts of the ho.voe oud d~t.ructiou 
committed by the e11e111y in t.he countries beyond the reau:h 
of these \'ii.itatious 1.' 

In the midst of t.hese manifold diecouragcmenti­
Aurnngzib displayed all his ancient energy. It waK 

he who planned every campaign, issued all the general 
orders, selected the points for attack and the lines of 
cnt,renchment, n.nd controlled every movement of hii­
,·arious divisions in tho Deccan. He conducted many 
of the sieges in person, a.n<l ,vhen a mine exploded 011 • 

the besiegers· at Sattara, in 1699, and general de­
spondency fell on the army. the octogenarian mounted 
his horse and rode lo the <.400D~ of disaster 'as if in 
search of death.' He piled the bodies of the dead into 
a human ra.vclin, and was with difficulty prcvcnk1l 
from leading the a&\ault himself. Ho was. still thl' 
man who chained bii- elephant at the baUle of Sa.m{1-
garh. Nor was his energy con.fined to the over­
whelming anxieties of the war. His ordc1-s cxtendc«l 
to affairs in Afghanistan, and disturbances at Agra ; 
he even thought of retaking Kandahar. Not a11 

1 Elphinslone ( ,866·, pp. 665, 666. 
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were covered, with immenee 1088 in elephants, hol'888, 
and camels. Against euob h&rdahipe the effeminate 
soldiers rebelled. They were continually crying for 
• the flesh-pots ot Egypt,' the comfortable tents and 
cookery of their C&11tonment at Be.ir&mpur. 

The Mmth'8, 01.t. the other ~d, cared nothing for 
luxuries: h&rd work and ha.rd fa.re were their accus­
tomed diet, and .& oa.ke of mill.et sufficed them for 
& meal. with perhaps an onion for ' point.' They 
defended a fort to the last, and then defended another 
fort. They :were p'lll'8ued from place to pl&oe, but 
were never daunted, and they filled up the interval~ 
of sieges by h&r&ssing the Mtrghal armies, stopping 
convoys of supplies, and laying the country waste in 
the path of the enemy. There was no bringing them 

I 

to a decisive engagement. It was ·one long series of 
petty victories followed by larger 106&e8. 

To narrate the events of the guerilla. warfare, which 
filled the whole twenty yean which elt.osed between 
the cctnquest of Golkonda. and the death of Aura.ngzib, 
would be to write a catalogue of mountain sieges and 
an inventory of ra.ids. N9thing was gained that wae 
worth the Jabour ; the Mat'Athaa became increasingly 
objects of dread to the demora.lized Mugha.l army ; 
and the country, exMperated by the sufferings of a pro­
longed occupation by a.n alien and licentious soldiery, 
became more · and more devoted to the cause of the 
intrepid bandits, which they id'3Iltified as their own. 
An extract from the Muhammadan · historian, Kbail 
Khf.n, who is loth to record disaster to his sovereign's 



AURANGZIB 

a.rms, will give a. sufficient idea. of the eta.te of the war 
in 1 702.. At this time Tara Ba.i, the widow of Ram 
Raja, wa.s.quoon-regent of the Marathas, a.a Sambbajfs 
son was a captive in the hands of Aurangzib. Tara 
Bai deserves a. place among the great women of 
history :-

'She took vigorous measures for ravaging the imperial 
territory, o.nd sent armies to plunder the six prov,ucee of 
the Deccau as for as Sironj. Mandisor, and M-'lwa.. She won 
the henrts of her officers, and for all the struggles and 
schemes, the campaigns and sieges of Aursuigz{b, up to the 
cud of his reign, the power of the ~fara.tlu\.s increased day 
by day. By hM"<l fighting, by the expenditure of the vast 
treasures accumulated by SIJfili.Jaha.n, and by the sncl'ifice 
of qmny thousa.uds of men, he had peuctra.led into tlieir 
wretched country, had subdued their lofty forts, and hnd 
d1·iven them from hou..c:e and home ; still their during 
increased, and they penetrated into the old territories of the 
imperial throne, plundering and destroying wherever they 
went. . . . Whenever the commander of the a.rmy hears of a 
large caravan, he takes six or ~ven thousand men and goes 
to plunder it. If the collector cannot levy the chauJ.h, the 
general destroys the towns. Tha head meu of the villages, 
abetted by .th~ :Mo.ratha.s. make their own terms with the 
imperial revenue-officers. They attack and desb-oy the 
country as far as the borders of Ahmadabad and the cL"tricts 
of :Malwa, and spread their devastations through the pro· 
vinces of the Deceau to the e11viro11S of Ujjo.in. They fall 
upon and plunder caravans within ten or twelve kos of tlie 
imperial camp, and have even had the hardihood to attack 
the royal treaaure 1 

.' 

1 See Elli~t and Dowson, vol. vii. p. 375. 
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as he had used hie own · father. Hie eldest son had 
pa.id the penalty of his brief and flighty trea.~on 
by a life-long captivity ; and Aura.ngzib had early 
impressed the lesson upon the second brother. 'The 
a.rt of reigning,' he told Mu'a.zza.m · is :;o delicate, that 
a. king must be jca.lous of h1 .. own sha.dow. Be wise, 
or a fate like your brother's will befall you also.' 
Mu'a.zza.m had been docility ' personified, but hie 
father's suspicion ha.cl been areiue~d more tha.n once, 
a.nd his next brother A'zam hall shown a strictly 
Mughal spirit in fanning the sombre glow, till the 
exemplary heir was thrown into prison, where he en­
dured a. rigorous captivity for seven yea.rs ( I 687-94). 
On bis release, A'za.m became in tum the object of 
jealousy, perhaps with better reason, and a curious 
story is told of the way in which the Emperor con­
vinced bis son of the futility of conspiracy:-

' Having imbibed a suspicion that this Prince was 
meditating iudependence, he sent for him to Court; and as 
the l'riuee made excuses and showed alarm, he offered to meet 
him slightly attended on a hunting-party. A'zam on this 

8et out, and Aurangzib secretly surrounded the place of 
llleeting with chosen ti·oops: as the Prince got more and 
more within his toils, the old Emperor found a succession of 
pretences fo1· requiring him gradually to diminish the 
number of his attendants, until, when they reached the place 
where his father we.s, they were reduced to three persons. 
As nobody offered to undertake the duty, he was obliged to 
leave two of bis companions to hold his horses; and he and 
the remaining attendant were disa,:med before they were 
admitted to the royal p1·~sence. On this he gave himself up 
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for lost, and had no doubt that he wns <loomed to a long or 
perpetual imprisoument. But when he was introduced to 
his f:-ther, he wllS received with an affectionate embrnce: 
.-\.urangzfl.>, who was prepared for i:-haoting, gave his loaded 
gun for him to hold, nnd then lt.>d him into ll retired teut 
wl1ere he showed him n curious family sword, and put i~ 
nakc<l iuto hfa hand t11at be might examine it; after which 

,. lie tl1rew open his vest, on pretence of heat, but really to 
i,how tlmt he had uo hidden ar-mour. After this dis1)l11y of 
confidence, he load<?d A'zam with presenh<, tmd at last said he 
had better think of retiring, or l1is people would be alarme11 
11t liis detention. This advice was uot premature: A'zam. 
.in his rctum, found his whole camp on the point of break-

. iug np, and his women weeping aud fomenting his supposed 
1j\te. Whether he felt grateful for hill e;isy dismisbion does 
1,ot appear; lmt it is recorded that he never after received 
a letter from his father without turning pale 1 • 

Ooe son after another was tried and found wanting 
1,y his jealous . father. Mu'azzam after his seven 

. years' captivity was eent away to govern the distant 
l?rovince of Kabul A'zam, who · had shown con­
s'iderabie r.eal in the Deccan wars, was dismissed to 

' the go'v~{n,:nenti of Gujarat. Aurang~b, though pain­
fully cox\ciliatoty to these two sons, and lavish of 
presents and kind words, seems never to have won 
their love. At one time 110 showed a. preference for 
Prince Akbar, whose insurrection among the R~jputs 
:.oured his fatherly affection a.nd increased his dread 
of his sons' ambition. Towards the close of his life 
Ire was dra,irn closer to his youngest son, Ka.m-Bakhsh, 

1 Elphin~louo \ 1866 , JIJI. 667, 668. 
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offioer, not a. government clerk, was appo1nted wnh­
flUt hie kno~ledge, and the conduct of the whole 
official staff was vigilantly scrutinized with the aid 
.,f &n &rmy of epiea. 

W o a.re fortunate in possessing- & portr&it 1 of 
Aurangzib, as he appeared in the midst of bis Deccan 
campaigns. On Monday the :ust of M&reh, 1695, 
1>r. Gemelli Careri was admitted. to. an a.uclienoe of 
the Emperor in his quarters, called 'Gnlalba.r,' at the 
ca.mp of GalgaJa.. He sa.w an old man with a white 
heard, trimmed round, contrasting_ lividly with his 
olive skin; 'he was of low stature, with~ large nose; 
:-lender and stooping v.-rith age.' Sitting upon rich 
carpet-a, and leaning ~o-ainst go-Id-embroidered cush­
illDS, he received the Neapolitan. courteously, asked 
his business in the ,camp, and, being told of Careri's 
ti-a.vela in Turkey, ma.Je inquiries about the war 
then raging between the Snlta.n a.nd the princes of 
Hungary. The doctor saw him ~'18.in a..t the public 
t\udience in the g,eat tent within a. court enclosed 
l1y screens of pa.i:nted calico. The M.ughal appeared 
leaning on a crotched st.a.fl: preceded bv several nobles. 
He was simply attired in a. white ro~, tied under the 
right a.nn, with a silk sash, from which his dagger 
hung. On his head was & white turban bound with 
a gold web, 'on which an emeraud of a. vast bigness 
a.ppear'd a.midst four little ones. His shoes were 
after the Moorish fMhion, and his legs n&ked without 

1 ~melli Caren, Yoyage Round Uu. World, ChllJ'cl1ill Coll., vol. iv. 
1•p. ~223-
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hose.' He took his seat upon a. square gilt throne 
raised two steps above the dais, inclosc<l with silver 
banisters ; three broca.ded pillows for med the side!! 
and back, and in · front was a. littlo silver footstool. 
Over his head a. servant held a green umbrella. to keep 
off the sun, whilst two others whisked tho flies a.way 
with long white horsetails. ' When ho was seated 

· they gave him his scimitar and buckler, which he laid 
down· on his left aide within the throne. Then ht• 
ma.de a. ~on with his hand for those that ha.d busines~ 
to draw ne&1 ; who being come up, two secre~iea. 
standing, took their petitions, which they delivered 
to the King, telling him the contents. I admir'd to 
see him indorse them with his own hand, without 
spectacles, a.nd by his cheerful smiling eountenanct, 
seem to be pleased with the employment.' 

One likes to think of Aura.ngzib as the N ea.politan 
aoctor sa.w hi~, simply dignified, cheerfully busy, 
leading hie - austere life of devotion and asceticism 
in the wdst of his great ca.mp in the Deccan. It i~ 
a. wonderful picture of the vigorous old age of om• 
who allowed no faculty of his active mind to rust, no 
spring of his spa.re frame to relax. But behind that 
s~ene mask lay a. gloomy, lonely soul It was th<• 

. tra.gical fate of the Mugha.l Empero1· to live and <-~i1· 

alone. Solitary state was _the heritage of his rank. 
and his natural bent of mirnl widcnu,1 the Lrcach that 
severed him from those arounJ hi111. The fate of 
Shah-Jahan preyed upon his mind. He wafi wont to 
remind bis sons that he was not one to l,c treated 
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the bead of a. splendid a.nd invincible host. Hie lo~g 
privations ba.d a.t length . told upon his he&lth, and 
when lie entered the city he sa.id that his journeys 
were over. Even when convinced that the_ end was 
near, his invincible sus~iciona still ma.stered his natural 
affectionii. He kept a.ll his sons away, lest they should 
do even 88 he bad done to his own father. ·Alone he 
ha.d lived, a.nd alone he made ready to die. He had 
all the Puritan's sense of sin a.n.d unworthiness, and 
his morbid creed inspired a terrible dread of death. 
He poured out his troubled heart to his eons in letters 
which show the love which all his s1;,.spicion could not 

uproot. 
' Peace be with you and you.rs,~ he wrote to Prince A'zam, 

• I am grown very old and weak, and my limbs are feeble. 
Many were around me wl1en I was born. but now I am going 
alone. I know not. why I am or wherefore I came iDto the 
world. I bewail the moment-1 which I have spent forgetful 
of God's worship. I have not done well by the country or 
its people. My years have gone by profitless. God bas been · 
in my heart, yet my darkened eyes have not reeognized his 
light. Life is transient, and ·the lost moment never com~ 
back. There is no hope for me U) the future. The fever is 
gone: but only skin and dried flesh are mine .••. 'l'he army 
is confounded and without heart or help, even as I am : 
apart from God, with no rest for the hea~. They know _not 
whether they have a KiDg or not. Nothing brought I mto 
this world, but I carry away with me the burthen of my 
sins. I know not what punil!hment be in st.ore for me to 
suffer. Though my trust is in the mercy '8Ild goodness of 
God, I deplore my sins. When I have lost ~pe. in myself, 
l\ow can I hope in others 1 Come what will, I have 
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Ltuoebed my ban upon the ,vatens. . 
'well! Fare~ l • 

Farewell! Fti.re-

To his fa\·ourite Kam-Ba.khsh be wrote:-

, $ouJ of my soul . . . Now I am going a.lone. I grieve for 
you,- helplesaness. But what is the use 1 Every torment I 
hl\ve in.flieted, every sin I have committed, every wrong l 
liav-e done, I carry the consequences with me. Strange thl\t 
I came with nothing into the world, a.n<l now go away with 
this stupendoos caravan of sin I ... Wherever I look I Eee only 
God .... I have gred.tly sillllOO, a11d I know not what tormeut· 
awa.iitt me •... Let not Mru;Jims be slain and the rep1uac.h fal l 
npon my useless beau. I commit yon and your sons to Oo<l's 
cue, iind bid ~-ou farewell. I am sorely troubled. Your 
l>ick motlier, l'daipuri, woultl flljn die with me •.. Peace 1 · 

On Friday, .the 4th of lfarch, 1707, in the- fiftieth 
year of his reign, and the eighty-ninth of his life, 
after performing the morning pr&yeTS and repeating 
the creed, the Emperor Aura.ngzib gave up. th~ ghosl 
In accordance with his command, • Carry this creature 
of dust to the nearest burial-place, and lay hiin in the 
earth with no useless coffin,' he was buried sjmpJy 
near Da~latabad beside the tombs of Muslim saints. 

'Every plan that he formed came to little good ; 
every enterprise failed:' such is the comment of the 
.Muhamma.dan historian on the career of the sovereign 
whom he justly extols for his' devotion. &usterity, and 
jm,tice,' and his' incomp&rab]e courage, long-suffering, 
and judgment.' .Aurangztb's life had been a vast 

fail~ indeed, but he had failed grandly. He harl 
pitted his conscience against the world, and th~ world 
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whose mother, Ud&ipuri Bai, was the only woman for 
whom the Emperor entertained anything &pproaching 
to pas.'lionate love 1. The young Prince was suspected 
of trafficking the imperie.l honour with the Mar6.thas, 
and placed under temporary arrest, but his fa~her 
forga.ve or acquitted him, and hie la.Ht letters breathe 
a tone of tender affection which contradicts the tenour 

of his domestic life. 
His officers were treated with the ea.me · coneiJera.­

tion, and the same distrust, as hie elder sons. 'l'o 
judge from 'bis correspondence, there never were 
generals more highly thought of by their sovereign. 
• He condoles with their loss of relations, inquires 
a.bout their illneBBee, confers honours in a flattering 
manner, makes his presents more acceptable by the 
gracious way in which they are given, and scarcely 
ever passes a censure without softening h. by some 
obliging expression: ' but he keeps all the ree.l power 
and patronage in his own hands, &J)d shifts hls 
governors from place to place, and surrounds them 
with spies, lest they should acquire undue local in­
fluence. It would be a gross injustice to ascribe his 
universal graciousness to calculating diplomacy, though 
his general leniency and dislike to severe punishments, 

t Aurt1ngzib's wives played but a small part in hie life. Accord­
ing to :Menucci the chief wife Wall a Rlijput princess, and bocamu 
tlie mother of Muhammad and Mu'a:uam, besido:s n daughter. A 
PersiAn lady wa.s the mother of A"zam and Akbar anti two daughter-. 
'l'ho nationality cf the third, by whom the Emperor had one 
ilaughlAlr, is not recorded. Udaipurl. the mother of Kam-Bakh_sh. 
Willi a Christian Crum Georgi11, and bsd been purchased by Dllnl, 
<ID whotie execution she passed to the harim of Aurangzib. 
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Kave when bis religion or bis throne was at stake, 
were no doubt partly due to a politic desire to avoid 
making needless enemies. Aurangzib was na.tm·a.lly 
clement, just, and benevolent: but all his really kind 
actions were marred by the taint of suspicion, and 
lacked the quickening touch of trusting love. He 
never made a friend. . . 

The end of thd lonely unloved life was approaching. 
}'ailure stamped every effort of the final years. The 
Emperor's long absence had given the rein to dis­
ordm·s in the north; the Rajputs were in open re­
bellion, the Jats had risen about Agra, nnd the Sikhs 
began to make their name notorious in Multan. The 
Deccan was a. desert, where the .track of the Ma.rathas 
was traced by pillaged townt:J, ravaged fields,_and smok­
ing villag~s. The ;Mugba.l army was enfeebled and de­
moralized, ' those infernal foot-soldiers ' were croaking 
like rooks in an inva.dd r(?okery, clamouring for 
their arrears of pa.y. The finances were in hopeless 
confusion, and Aurangzib refused to be peste-red about 
them. The Marathas became so bold that they plun­
dered on. the skirts of the Grand Army, and openly 
scoffed at the Emperor, and no man dared leave the 
Mugbal linea without a strong escor·t. There wa.s even 
a talk of ma.king terms with the insolent bai;idits. 

At last the Emperor led the dejected remnant of 
his once powerful army, in confusion and ala.rm, 
pursued by skirmishing bodies of exultant .Marathas, 
back to Ahmadnagar, ~hence, more than twenty ye~rs 
before, he had set out full of sanguine hope, and a.t 
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had triumphed over it. He had marked out a path 
of duty and bad steadfastly pursued it, in spite of its 
utter impracticability. The ma.n of the ,vorld smiles 
at his shortsighted policy, his ascetic ideal, his zeal 
for the truth as he saw it. Aurangz1b would have 
found his way smooth and strewn with 1·oses bad he 
been able to become a man of the world. His glo1-y is 
that he could not force bis soul, that he dared not 
desert the colours of hie faith. He lived and died in 
leading a forlorn hope, and if ever the cross of heroic 
devotion to a lost ca.use belonged to mortal man, it 
was bis. The great Puritan of India. was of su<:h stuff 
as wins the martyr's· crown. 

His glory is for himself alone. . The triumph of 
character ennoble<;l only himRelf. To his great empire 
hie devoted zeal was an unmitigated curse. In his 
last letters he besought his sons not to strive against 
each other. Yet-' I foresee,' he wrote, ' that there will 
be much bloodshed. May God, the Ruler of heai'ts, 
implant in yours t~e will to succour your subjects, 
and gi Ye you wis~om in the governance of the people.' 
His foresight pre8a;ged something of the evil that was 
to_ come, the fratricidal struggle, the sufferings of 
the people. But the reality was worse than his worst 
fears. lt was happy for him that a veil concealed 
from his dying eyes the shame and ignominy of the 
long line of impotent successors that <leaeerated bis 
throne; the swelling tide of barbarous invaders from 
the south, t.he rava.ges of Persian and Afghan armies 
from the north, and the final triumph of the infidei 
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traders upon whose sma.11 beginnings in the ca.st and 
west of his wide aominions he had hardly condescended 
to . bestow a. glance. When Lord Lake entered Delhi 
in 1803, he w~ shown a. miserable blind old imbecile, 
silting under a. tattered canopy. It was Shah-'Ala.m, 
'King of the World,' Lut captive of the Marathas, a. 
wretched travesty of the Emperor of India. The 
Briti:.h Gt;ner&l gra.vdy ea.luted. the shadow of the 
(;nw ~I,,.!nl. To such a. pass had the empire of 
• .\.k 1 .- i_ .. :._u bronght by the fatal conscience of Au­
raLL.!1. ,. The {u<li,b,.ium reriim J,1.1,mu:nct·1'U'YII, WM 

ne,·1::1 n.ure pathetically playe<l. No curtain eve1· 
dropped on a. more woeful tragedy. 

Yet Akbar's Dream bas not wholly failed of its 
fulfilment. The heroic bigotry of Aura.ngzib niigbt 
indeed for S: while destroy those bright hopes of 
tolerant wisdom, but the r~in was not for ever. In 
the progre.<Js of the ages the 'vision glorious' bas found 
its accomplishment, and the desire of the great 
Emperor has been attained. Let Akbar speak in the 
latest wOl"ds of our own lost Poet:-

' Me too the black-winged Azra<•I overcame, 
But Death hat1:. ears and eyes: I watched my son, 
And those that follo,v'd, Jooson, stone from stone, 
All my fair work; nud from tho ruin orose 
The shriek and curS() of trampled millions, even 
A$ in the time ·before; but wbilo I groan'd, 
From out the suneet pour'd an alien race, 
Who Mt"i\ stone to stone agnfo, and Truth, 
I •.• ,,, and Ju,tic& came IIJld dwelt therein.' 
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,lo.1N1 Fm, 116. 
,lnllJll•('H. 13y. 
,Jt:>11,A , '.\lir, .p, 5$, llfi, t.H-151, 
.I 1·~ ill, 1 5/1, 
J 1:S'l'lt'E, So, 103, 1 c3, ?98. 

J,,iRUL. "I, 3i, 134, 200, 
K,\<'UII , 57. 
KALEND \II, 7-I, 
'K.1Ll,'.:d. 1:,1, t;;9. 
K .\M•0.1K ll ',U, 200, ZOT, 204 . 
K.1NO,\HAR, 14. I f-,,31 3~. 19;. 
K.1SH}til1, inst:ril'ti .. n, 9; .,r ui;hal 

summer rc~i, l~uce, 14 i j,iurney 
to, 1 .lo-134. 

Kil!rn K 11.1 N, 39, 43. 
Kt:t:NE, H. H. , 120. 
Ku,irf K11,ts'a M1t11taklU1h-al­

l11/11i/11 qn,,u-,1, 82, 102, 125. t 3/i, 
l40. 159, 160, 161, 164, 167, 
I j2, I i4, I i9, I 8:,, H)3, I 94. 

Ku.,Ltt':'I of P.,,ghd:lll, 24,114, 10s. 
KH.UiL-ALL\H KH.iN, 46, 49· 
KJ1 ,i1Wt;:SH, q4-140, 166, lj1,17~. 
K1u:--J.,11.1:- K oKALT,i,m. 177. 
KHUllll,\~I, 13, 14. l)ee :,;n,iR 

J,\11\_N, 
K f!>CUl'SS, or nautcl, girl~, IOI . 
KINCSHJl'1 Auran!,.-z{b's ideal of, 

i5 Bo. 
Kr,1H-NUI'. tliamond, r50. 
KvLLUI\ ,.hnnoond ut.i111,•, 150. 
Koxt.,Ui, 152, J:,3, 166,17 1, 
K1'.LB.lllGA1 151, 181. 
.Kew l':!n.tu, dyu,1.oty ofGC1lk<inda, 

144, lilt. &t; GOLICOND.t.. 

Li\C, 4T n. 
LAHOKE, 9/i. 
LETTFR!l or .lumn:;:t!b, j8-8o, 203. 
LETEES, 36. 
LIVR.E, 120, T2T. 
Lo11..1.B year revived, 74. 
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MAOONNA, pictures of, 13. 
MAHABA'.l' KHAN, 56. 
M AHA.l,L, 92, 93· 
:MAMLIJKS, 109. 
MANBIQUE, Itinerario (ed. 1649), 

quoted, 96. 
?tiANSABDARS, H, 91, 109-115. 
MANSUR, Al-, tho Kluilif, 24. 
M°ANlJOOI, 86, 120-122, 126, 201. 

See CATROU. 
MAR!'.l'H.A.8, 141, I 51-202. 
'.M,UIRL.\OES, mixed, 10, 14, Io8, 

201 !I. 
M..l.nw.iR, 14,139. See JABWANT 

SINGH. 
MASOLll'ATAN, 177. 
M1!0HD.u188.AR, 132. 
M:&W..i.B, 139. 
MEWAT, 136. 
MI..NJATOBE p~VJting, 95, 96. 
l,fir-at-i 'Alain, quoted, 66. 
MIRIOB, 1 59. 
MoSQOB, 104. 
.Mo'AZZAM, Prince (SMh-'Alam), 

140, 162, 171, 177-180, 199, 
200. 

MocBALS, degeneracy of, 18, 191; 
mixed blood, 19. 

MuBAKMA.D Ar,d:; KHAN, 177. 
MUB.4llllfAD JBN TACBLAK, l4+ 
M OILUOIAD, Prioce, 46, 52, 53, 

59, 1 48. 
MUHAlUUI> SHABh- HANAFi, 

quoted, 121. 
Mo.11rAZ-MARALL, queen of Sbiili 

Jahan, 4, 16, :n *· 
Mo:s.AD, 11-0n of Akbar, 12. 
MoB...i.o,.llAKB.Sa, 22, 24, 30, 36, 

38, 40, 46, 48, 49, 55, 59. 
Mos,o, 97, 101, 102. 
.MOSTA'IDD KHA.N, Madair-' 

'.Alamgtrl, quoted, 135. 

N Al!llADA, battle near the, 41-43, 
145, 166 •. 

NABliOL, 136. 
NA OROZ a.boliahed, 7 4-
N AOTCB, 101.' 
Ntzu SHJ..H, dyuaaty of Ahmad­

nagu, lff-146. 
NuB-JABil, Empresa, 13, 27. 

02 

OMRAB, 72 n., 85, 91, 94, 98, 99, 
109. 

OVINGTON, Rev. J., Voya9e to 
Stiratt (ed. 11'i96), quoted 66, 
Bo, St, 83. 

OxumoN, Sir George, 162. 
OWEN, !:,idney, l11dia on th11 eve 

of the Brili$h Con211ut (1872), 
quoted, 153. 

P ,UN'.l'INC, 94-96. 
P.usa-&a.i.sA, 133. 
PALACE at Delhi, 92,f. 
P ATTA, Raja, 93. 
PEUlGREE (){ .A.urangrlb, 21. 
PBBSBCUTION of Jlindds, 135-142, 

-175. 
PERSIANS, 73, 1o6. 
PlKDAN, 91. 
PILGRIMS, 163. 
PIRACY, 58, I 161 t 17, 163. 
Pou,-TAX on infidel11. Se11 J1zTA . • 
POONA, I 54, l 55, 159, 161. 
PORTRAITS of Aa.ra.ngzlb, Shah· 

Jahan, and Akbiu-, 95)y. 
POBTOGUJCSE, Jo, 58, 92, 94-96, 

n6, r17. 
J>BESENTS, 14, 100, 126. 
PBtNCESSBa, MughaJ, 16, 2 I, 22 n., 

25, 26, :i.9, 200, 201. 
P80STRA'.1'10N, 16, 
Pll111TAN1811, 8 7. 

lUumf, 141, 165. 
RARTOBS, 48, 139. 
RAJ(;ARH, 165. 
RillOTII, 4, 19, 31, 32, 43, 46-

50, 91, lo6-to8, l ll, 134, l36, 
138-142, 153, ,70, 190, 202. 

RAMEBEII the Gree.t, 4+ 
RAM, Raja, 1 89 . 
R..iM Singh, 48. 
luBT.KW., 48. 
R.t.OSANDilS, lIO. 
RA08HAN•AIIA BBCAlll, 26, 52, 57· 
R&B.ELLIONB of :t4ugh&l princes, 17. 
Ril'oBHllS, official, ,8-4. • 
fuvENOEofMugbal Empire, 119-

129. 
RIYIKW8, 102,103. 
Ru.P s1Noa, 48. 
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Rur~:E, value ol, 41 n., 120, 121. 
}tu~TAll KU.\ll', 46, 49. 

SA 0

AT, 92. 
S.!'D-ALLAli 'ALL.a.Mi, 15, 32. 
:,;A'J)f1 78. 
::;ALi»G,A~B, pri~on, 55· 
SAMllHAJl, 64 1',1 I j:i.-173, 183, 

188, I 89. J 
S,u1uGARB, ba,Oe of, 45. 
SANOIP, I 16. 
SATN!~is, revolt of the, 136, 137. 
SATT,bu, 197. 
SERAGLIO, 92, 93, 131-132. 
$RAu-•.Ai.,1lt, 206. Ste Mu'AZZAlil. 
SalR-JA.HAN (Khurr11m) rebels 

a;;aioat J ah:lngir, 13, 17, 26: 
aoceesiun, 14 : Indian blood, 
14: orthodoxy, 14: ilte.teaman­
Mhip, I 4 : att.Mlu :Elortuguese, 
11fi: proeperity of the reign, 
lf,: pnlaces, 15: populauity, 16, 
86: deoa7, 16: illness, 17, 35: 
changes m the empire, 18: hia 
family, H-26 ~ captivity, 52: 
?eatb, 53: treasure, 129: policy 
•n the Deccan, v,c_,jf. 

Sa..ieJ.UJA.NAB..i.D(NewDelhi), 15, 
8_!)-105, 

Sa .... JJJf Buosu., 15,.. 
SBAHRIY AB, 6i. 
Su..i.1.1li!AB GAllDEN, 59. 
SUAYIS'r..!. XUAN, 51, 117, 134, 

1-48, r6o, 161, 162, 164 n. 
Sai'A, 73, 1o6, 108, 147. 
SuoJ!', n, 23, 24, 36, 38, 39, 40, 

58, 117. 
SJBGll:-TBA.JN, 32, 33. 
SIKA.NDAB, King of B!j:1pw-, 157. 
SIKHS, 202. 
SIPJUB Suux6u, 46, 58. 
SrvAJf, 134, 154-170, 173, 18o. 
So!raBVILB

1
8 Ohace(ed.Colllltable'a 

Or. ?i-fi.sc. 1892), quoi.ed, 95, 
131, 133. 

~TATf:~MEN, Mughal, 15, 30. 
8uc:oe111110N, war <Jf, 35 ff. 
SuL.uMi.ll' SuuK6e, 39, 4-4, 58. 
i;UN·WOkSBIP, 10. 

SUB.AT, 38, I 27, 162, 163, 166. 

TAJ MAB.AU., 14, 54. 
TANJORE, 167, 189. 
TANKA, 128 11. 

TiK..i. B.U, 194. 
TASTER, 83. 
TAV.ERNIER'8 Travel4 (ed. Ball, 

1889), quott.d, 15, 65, 67, 96. 
98, 126. 

TAX,\TION, l I, 81, 122-128, 
Tl!NNYSON's Akbar's Dream 

(1892), quoteJ, 10, 29, 2o6. 
TtNT8, travelling, 16, 133. 
TliEV&NOT, 1201 UI. 
Tuoiua, Edward, 121, 1u, 128. 
TURONS, Peacock, gS. 
'Tlo1m's CLAWS,' 158. 
1'rl4A RIOTS, 109. 
Tb,uB (Tamerlane), 30, 79-
TOOA.R M,-L, 107. 
TOLitRATlON, IO, I I. 
T6BNA, 155. 
TB1cu1soPOLT, 190. 
TUB.AWWA.B KB.61!, 141. 
TuBlll.ERJC, 48. 

UDA.IPOR. J,1Q, 141,142,170. 
UDAll'URi B..i.i, »•ife of Aurangi:fb, 

200, 204-
UJJ.UN, 41. 
UZBEQ8, 30, 31, 33, 48, 71. 

VIZI.&PDB, 181. Su BfJuUB. 
W.l10' NA.vis, 8~. 
WARPAINT OJ' RaJPDTS, 48. 
W&IGBJNG TBJI GBJU.'I' MOGDL, 16 

99. 100. . 
WU.U:L!!:B, Mr. Talboya, 53. 
Wrvxs 01" AURA.NOW, 201, 

Z11-1rFitl.a, 192. 

TIU END. 

CORBIORNDOK.-1 90, I. 16,for towns read t.owers.. 
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