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INTRODUCTION,

A king has come down to posterity
and 158 remembered not for his ex plaits
in arms, the strong imprints of which
he has left on the sands of time, but
for being a singer of spiritual  values,
whose songs, no less thad three bundred
slokas, usually quartets in numhber deal
with a wide range of sibjects, from the
love of the Creator and erotic poetry ta
etiical and moral advice and eppeals to
rentnciation of the world. Classified wnder
three heads they are generally culled
under, Srnghr, Nid and Valeagva.
They are as appears from  their ean
tents, written by him at different periads
of hiz life—irom the time when he deelt
in the midst of gaietr and was known
a5 Maharaja Bbastthari ruler of the
vast kingdbm of Uilain to the peciod
whent with the garments of the barks
of trees, e wandered with the nate of
Siva on his lips in  the midst of
beautiful scetes drawing hiz inspira-
tion from the wurmuting  brooks amd

1
A=H F. B



the bubbling springs. In these offerings
to poesy we have the glimpses of revolt,
of synipathy and of mystic raphites

Hermit Bhartrharl, iz the phasa
of his life with which we deal in this
book, and of his writings of that period.
This must not be naderstosd that e do
not consider them equally important or
excellent from the literary point of
wiew that we ignore the Srpgar and Niel
Satakas, but bacause that is bevond our
subject which ia Mysticism. And it i3 here
that we find fashes of it. As to biz first
twa works who will not step to brood
and marvel at the literary excellence and
imagrery of hiz poems in the Niti and the
Srngdr Satalas ? Therein, in choice similie
to take an tllustration, we have his descrip-
tion of the attribiutes of true friendship—

itoamaiEEm & g e 50 s
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JThe friendship that existz betwesn
two good persons firds its parallel in
that of mill for ‘water, Tt ‘iz wob
observable that when water §5 put into
milk, it disappears losing it3  yery
identity, becoming milk as it wete.
When the two together are placed on)
the beding pan, water sacrifices itsalf,
anbibiating ldto the fomm of vapour,
for it cannot exdure the sight of itz
friend, the millz heing bursts Milk then
wishing to give company to its de]]:l.:t-}
ing friend, the water, ebbulates and|
wants ta throw itself inte the fire. .-!u.n-:It
it 15 mot calmed dewn 6H water Lr.l
pottred Inbto it agaln, then alone it
stbsidez, The two friends, thus meet'
agnin.

In hiz Synpar Sataka speaking of
women he says—

af & 7 ghan i
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Evidently the poeeta have bo sedse.
i o P
Ihey call woemen yeak, Those whaose
amotods glances have CDH"'.I'.'E'E’I:I eV S
gods like Indra surely they are not weak.

A keen ohsetver, notie will deny. His
experiences sometimes hitter are  really
revealing, Here i3 one —

I speak the Truth without any
mi'ijra‘iuu Just listen: In  thiz  world
x ok bl a0 g wotiagn,

wothing & _seurce  of preater  bitterpess
&Ew

fm v 9 Ry
quEgsaadE: |

ifiaEEEd e
e @5 gegd feg )

In the pages following we Dave
selected  from  his Vairagra Sataka,
Suffice it to say that some of theac
Sloknz are really wondetiul and enmave
themselves on the hearts of peaple who
doe meditate on the nature of Mie We

&

have called them sopgs, and 30 tlice,
really are. It i3 possible that some
ather editors might have selected diffor.
ent omes from hia whole set of o
century of Slokas. It is all a matter
of one's tastes, Our only apology is they
have appesled to s more than otlers
and hence they find a place here.

The translation Is always a dificule
task. Owing to the method of Semise,
by which several words are joiued
together, in this compressed form a fat
wider amblt of ideas i3 covered in a
few words, Apain, a literal translation
seldom succeeds in expressing the beauty
of the original flokas and at the same
time makes the reading lifcless and
insipid. However, the throb and the
pulse is retained if while retaining the
eense the liberty is taken with words.
We have therefore tried to being out
the sense of the romgr by even adding
a few words of our own hers and
there, wherever we thouglht it poges-
gary, The book is primarily meant for

>



those English knowing pentleniea whe
are unadquainted with the Sanslerit
literature, However for benefit of those
wiho knew Sanpskrit also and would like
to remember the lines in the eriginal
and b0 enfoy their charm we have
givenl the original lines alse. There ate
many edifions of the text of Vairdpya

Satala and =everal translations also, by

Kale, Apte, and from EamEzrizhoa Mission
Inztitite. Bub they diffot only i mihor
points while the sense remains undis-
tuthed i the variows readings of the
texts. In our selectjions, however, we
have adopted the vefzion which appeared
to #5 to bring out the sense best

‘The: theme: ot the songs: i1 the
Vairagya Sataka 1s the trassitoriness
of the world, the ephemeral mature of
what passes for pleasure and happiness
i this _world. The appeal iz fo_a
situple life, which has an ideal and a
goal beiore ug gir,  seli-realization,
Bhartthari s equipped to speak on
the subject with ceafidence as he had

i}

seen Ehe material 1ife as intimately as
the spintual one. Apart from the melody,
one fz thrilled by the coberent exposi-
tl?l‘i':', and the wvigorous sppeal these lines
make to the niind. Bhartgheri i3 an
expopent of YVeddnta, and wo zeg  the
religions teacher in  him st various
places drawitp our  attention to the
injunctions of the Sastras. While advo-
cating Vairigya, Bhartebhari  does ot
point te any negative aspect of renun.
ciation that would make wu3s helpless
and laze, but advocates a spirit of
detachment. "Sensyal  indulgence jg
always attended by fear of  dissase,

is cyer exposed to the rigk of
old age and HEM name Ay
h;_;a:n:-n:d to gisk at_the !:;mds. S LR
wily and A ynsertpulous slmer, says he,
]]]:mrtl_‘im‘l insists op a logical approach
at theze subjects; However we fipd
with vehemetice he advocates individual
effort, and seems as ol old to point
to: the efficacy of Name—as the
pathway that will lead to seli-realization,
He i3 mnever tired of irsisting on

T
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chantirg the name of Siva, His theme
thtoughout iz the impermanence of
everything ‘all around —

I IAE! HET H T AT | A
qrf 7E | & meEEeeE RAEEan |
3 7 = rayafEEEe g 5
ot qep mmETTerfand FEm At A |

Brother, watch how painlully does
time efface, turning into dim memory
them that once were powerfnl kings
surronnded by ministers, counsellors;
queens with  faces beantiful =5 the
rays of the wmwen, impetuous priuces
afid. bards. - Time s  most powetiul.
Must we not make s bow unto it 7

And we are by now familiar with his
exhortation te give up these wvain
guests and “Seek ye, my dear [riends
oily That. Enjoy That the taste of which |
will make the very kingship of the three
wotids insipid. Once you have tasted|
this unfading enjoyment; you will ne
longret find pleasure in rich food and|
clotlies or even honour.” :

B

G S E R CE I L e
5w g Eafwakssy |
AEEO 1 sRATiag-
VI EYUREARAT AR ||

The hie of Bhartrhari fits in with
what we find in his songs. A few
words about it will not be out of place
and in apy case will elucidate  some
points in the following songs. We have
not been able to And any  authentic
datda about his life. All that has come
down Hltering through the ages is more
of less traditional and bearsay, But
pethaps all are agreed that a domestic
aversioty led Bhartrhari to forsake his
kingdom and take up Sannvyisa., It is
during this period of Sannyvasa that he
is ateredited with baving composed
theze songe.

He i3 =aid to hawve Bourished aliout
the #first of gecond century of the
Christian Era. He was the ruler of
Uiain aond was fortunate in baving for

¥




hle Ininister his bhrother the well known
VikrambAditva after whoin we have the
Vikrama Fra

The teadition has it that Bhat-
trhati had a favourite queen Lo whom
he was preatly devoted Probably the
gueenn was the youngest ol all cthn.?rs,
or mavbe between het and the Ling
there was a great disparity of age.
Whatevet be the cause, the gueen did
not return the love of the king, afthough
she apparently made great professions
while in her heatt of hearts she dis‘:ik?rl
Wim and had bet affections centred it
one of the Officers of the State, The
latter pretended to reciprocate, i the
hope of anticipated liits in his offico,
but genuinely he had regards only for
o couttesan in the Capital and for
none else, ‘The courtesan on  her patt
sold her love to any body who paid
the price for it and the afficer ?i the
state cowld lay no special preference
ta her love gpor did she in her heart
hold him in esteem.

14

While such intrigues were progresss
ing in the roval housebold and in the
capital, arsimple act. was, being dooe
that was to disturbh the equanimily oi
the FPalace. In the jupngle close by one
of the king's subiects, a Yopl, waa doing
penance for vears bo prepitiate his deity,
and lnckily for him, his penances proved
clficaciotts and his god rewarded him
by a letle unrivalled gilt It was al
{ruit, tha partaker of which i voung)
was to maiantnin  his  youthial -:harms,;
while, besides, anybody who would take|
it wonld get the hoon of life limmartal.

The Yozl thought that be wod fiet
a fit person to enjoy the blessings that
the fruit meant to  confer, and
conzidered the considerate King Bhar-
trhari as the right persen to enjoy ik
go that a just rale might be administered
in the realm. Having pondered thus
the Yopl decided to present it to the
kibg.

The next morning the Yogi visited
the king when he was holding his
cotirtt. He was readily admitted inte

11



the presence of the king, as was the
wont with' the latter who held (he
pious men in high esteems, The Vopi
entiidersted the wvirtues of the fruie
and offered it to the king. The
king gratefully accepted it and red
warded the Brabman, The king greatly
lowed his gueen, and she waz mors
preciouns te him than his own life. He
therefore decided to offer it to the
gueett that she might brave the effect
of time and staud it ravages. The
gueen after offering a few apologies
accepted  it. Then she thought that
bet patamour was more worthy than
hetself to eat the frait, for love Low-
ever ill-placed-effaces eell ana  deliphts
in the welfare of the beloved. The
queen gave the frult to her lover. For
the same reasons that prowmpted the
gueet, the froit was passed on by the
officer t¢ his beloved ecourtesan. The
courtesan had got tired of ber life
spent inm the house of i1l fame. She
would not like to perpetuate her youth
if it was to be passed in such unholy

12

surcoundings, She despised the cornipt
profession and would feign  like to
discontinue it for ever. She thonght
that the only person who was worthy
of the preat prize was king Rhartrhari.

The next day the courtesan took
the fruit 0 the king and enumerating
its virtues offered it to him. The king
recogniged it as the one he had offered
to his dear qieen amnd was taken aback
at bow it could fawl its way to the
courtesan. Immediately he sent for the
Yogl and inquired if he had a sgecond
friait, O seceipt of the: Yeogl's reply
in the negative, the king iostituted an
ingitiry and the Euth was revealed
to Jvimi.

1t was a critical moment for him.
and gne of {taric disillusionment: These
momients alyavs precede  the moment
of conversion. In aninstant the enlight-
enment comes and one feels that be
had been all the time in error; leading
a life for which he was never wmeant
and reposing his confidences and lave

13



at places and in people who were mot
deserving. When such shocks comte, tlie
petion of repentadce, at once  genuine
and true follows. 'T'his has been the
edzse with many a great devoless in
the world, The impact has heen sharp
and they have recoiled with 3t The
insipidness and hypocriay of life has
dawned as if by a stroke from the
miracle man. Sometimes hatred ond
tepulsion, at other times grief and loss
and yel at other moments the bare glimpse
of the heavenly light has changed the
careéets of many a great seul and guided
the pilgrims after perfection o thelr
Homie.  When the plass cage was broken
anid: the conventionnl forms passing
for love stood in their nakedwness the
griiesome aight was 2o hideous that Bhar-
tyhatl revolted and left the idle pursuit
in which he had been passing his life.
The llumination was to come later but
the Teacher in this case was a woman,
howsoever indirectly she contributed, as
in the case of Tulagidas towards the
featch, However he was bitter at the

14

autset when he received the shock, and
thiz bittersess J3 portraved by him in
his olt quetcd lines—

7i FwEl gad wiy @ i
arrgfesi ad g FasETE |
e A L s i A L
Freel o7 4 5 A =2 791 9 & =

\/'Ei:c who js always present in my
mind hkas wo love for ite,

She pines for one who is  attached
tn another,

Thiz another in her turn carves not
for bim and has her love placed
elsewhere,

A woman loves me [ though I care
net for her I

CGod of Love! vou are to be ptied
\:1:*1 eo am 1 and the sest of the lot"

Wandering fagquirs in echte-coloured
robes are still to be seen, every now
end then, moving from place ta  place,

]



playing on a stringed instrument and
singing socngs about Raja Bhartchari,
it would appear that a sect of Yogis
was founded by Bhacttbari himself or
sofrie disciple of his. Ra'a Bhartrhari
lives/in the zongs sung by him and
will' be: immertal in bis Tame so long
a8 there will be people to care on this
earth for the clegance and melody of
the Sanskrit literature,

Diarehra Dayp, LoG. M,
136, B. B
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BHARATRIHARI

Ir Bhoth verses the Hindue exesl, ":':u:u:
maeterysd form, their play af._fa.:.-y. the}:l
dapth pod tendernese of fasling F:a :a..l
exquisita, Of the many who Wrote Buch
vorses, the greatest ie Bharairibati.

—Arthue W. Rypder,

[An abthelogy of world postey
Edlted by M.V, Dorez, Catieil. ]

s Risgar faies sar i)
fefel: sfEmRdmar 237 saRan |
HE A 551 A= mm fan
A1 FIEURFISE 7 A adisga gw o |

In search of treasures did I dig up
the face of the earth. In pursuit of
alchemy many o ore did 1 melt. In
search of wealth did I crsss the very
oceans. To obtain power znd wealth
did 1 pass nights alter niglits in the
ttemation ground, chanting the Incanta-
tions. Vet all my efforte did not hring
me even a broken shell, I sougle for
the cause. Itlay in my desires. Accirs-
el are they. I pray thee 0O greed,
legve me now.
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wiE EmATEpIATW A A FRre
i) miFgEaemaad d3 39 AR |
g% AAEEEE  quE=mER WEe
A gAE g A s

In vain did [ trepd diffenlt paths
and roamed throuph inaccessible regions.
Usnimindiul of wmy high birth, did I
serve mean people bat with ne  pro-
fitable results. In shomie aud in disgrace
did I pass my days, terrified in approach-
ing un-welcome homes, and  Hving ot
cruinbs theeown in disdain at ine- as to
a crow, Yeb with all this far {oom
gight remained the goal, Accursed desire,
thou promptest one Lo evil deeds. Fie
ot thee, Art thou still unsatisfed with
my self-abassmient?

mimEn  AEn el mmead
fhpoeagd  efgaafy w38 o |
FAT T afaaframm ey
AREl Ama  Feegeaar  Aesfa Al

I put up with their light words to
propitiate the wicked ones. With sub-
dued tears and a bwoken heart I feigned
a vacant smile, [ suppressed my emotions
and  composed myself. In supplicatioo
I bowed even to those fools. Vet all
to no purpose, Accursed and  delusive
Hope, why playest thou thus with me
skill P
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mmdERamER: FE " B

TE  WRETATEA  Hme ARG
dhar Amedi  geEnREeEEEdE J |l

5
o/ With  the dally dawn and the
aunset, the destined days of lilg
are shortenipr.  Time flies. Engrossed
iin the afairs of the world we
do. not s=see it po. Birth, deacay
gicktiess, apd even death do mob arousc
ui to the consciousness of our sad
plight. All this i3 proof sure that the

!t pilded phepomensa ntound us like the
ruddy wine has intoxicated the worid
cand made it insensate to the Eue
"naktute of things.

s SErsn qewgaEl Ak
AT AT il g S |
ATl gAflReg 9 Ag4

W YL FgmEAl womEEsE:

V"ﬁw’.:h the approach of old age the
hunger for enjoyment have ’_’!isappﬂﬂ.mﬂ.\
The body is  enfeehled and all  geli-
reapect gome. The dear ones of our
age have already gone to rest in heaven.
On crutches we carry ourgelves and
with sight impaired wallk. Yet, how
shameless that this bedy trembles to
think of its ultimate disselution.



am A 4sl T gE-
=9 o7 o8 sgRg Aas |
FE A gEr S9RT AT
o o e R T TR

Innu ULerahe ate the efijevments in
life, We. could not exhaust them, _rather
ate we ourselves LHJJ&],HE’I’]. Infimite was
the number of penances. The body suc.
cumbed only to extreme misery. Time
did not knew its end rather we saw
aura. Oy -ﬂn:.a.gr&a nevet knew inhnnity
or old age, we eurselves have aged.

fi

g F sy qEIfEEgd A FEnT
iRt D i n ot R Wt My EM
a1 faaefast fgfkamsia o oF

AR TA 454 gl weaigan |l

I__n:r_g:_E:JEEE e pr chised Dbut not
eut of com Eb&-[ﬂ-!" TFhe comiorts of
home we renouncel but not willingly.
Ritter rigotrs of climate, weather and
geasons we bote but prompted by no
idea of austerities We practised night-
long meditation only {o please Mammaon,
The cootiel of breath we practized biik
ot with thoughtes centred at the feet
of the Lord. To all appearatices our
acts were the envy of sages, vet ro
beneficial fruits ever fell to our lot.

=1



AAMT TEEY  Taq sEueETEd
# ARsmmEgfneng  GfEr |
framisTs 3sfe FoEmaEen
7 HUW: FHEEE NgAr AEwEa |

\,/‘W]:at does the moth sea in the
catidleflame # It fails fnto it.  Life departs,
By ignorance prompted thus doth he
act, The fsh swallows the bait, Little
doth she see death sting behind the
meat; her act the frpit of igoorance
Tlow wonderful shonld the foree of ats
tachment be, that we, being thoroughly
conversant with the resule of actions,
do not eare %o cut asunder the net-
wotk whith brings distress and misery
i the end!

FEATIAAE FE 7 A
Fafein ooan amR aed T |
CERCULRIGE G R CUTaE
AigFmEgns]  AraE gdamE |

\/Fm food, fruits in plenty grow, For
dtink, the sweet streams Sow, Hor hed
is the earth. Vor dress the beautiful
trecs supply their bark., Showld man
then thos enriched, in supplication kheel
before the drunk and wealthy and
demoralize himself by thelr jeers?



B ot D e | G e
Frgandeds sFaafm ad
qu & wmra iivagie g
FmpaEry 99 & 0 g |l

~ The almighty Lotd created the
watlds in days of vore. Others—large-
bearted—were there who on  thewr
shouldets pladly bote the burden of
them, ‘There were some who conguered
many a kingdom pnd realizing their
worthlessness gave them away. Others
have flomrished who supplied the wants
of milliohs of allicted enes. In the
face of such personages, has the vanity
of the owners of a few actes any place?

71 [ wise Y = Ao geed
a7 AEselEAEAREE R A |
CEAR E s e e e G e AL
721 AElsHiiE s e wE | agwE: |

-~

v When T knew very little, [ thought
[ Ekpew all Vain T was like the mad
elephant, hlinded with passion. Hor-
finately as I came an beuch with the
cnlightencd ones I realized I had kuown
nothirg. Thus my conceit disappeared
with the dawning of Truth.



gfagr: 2 segzEA T
gnea: yrar &L giydfae dawamt |
e L B CEa T L e S R T U
gar: s e foa WAk naza: |

o

That wild passion of wouth Ehat
sought to devour the youthful charms
of jewel-bedecked ladies iz past. A
considerable portion of life has becn
wasted pursuing the phantoms of Fesh—
the objects of sensual pleasures. 1 feel
exhatsted, Now bave I determtined Eo
dencunce these temptresses who entangle
by their blandichments and te pass
my days on the boly banks eof the
Ganges, ever chanting the name af
Siva.

i veifafy efizh = agi awd mmAshi
Hift Fged T gfiAR AE geEled |
% FAwided  giml  gEEEAnd:-
gmEmniET gy e sl

v/ With powet and wealth turned

ahien: with the means of  bestowing
charity exhausted: with brothers and
sisters, wife gnd children, kinsmen and the
loved emes departed from life: szee the
right moment s come. Wise one, tetreat
infe’ solitade,, bosome holy cortier of
a hill entwined by the holy waters of
the Ganges

13



AR ned 32 sIET R osvead
qi A 59 figed mE s e |
& YT 09 awed R FArAEd
ng ge afad qf Aol s )

/ 1.-"

Satizfaction of zensual desires may
lead to disease, Glory of high birth
may. end in disgrace;, In wealth and its
ahbundance the wise one sees the watch-
ful jealous eye of the king. Pride
carties with it the f[ear of supplication.
Strength bas the fear of enemies. Heauty
iz ever threatened with decay. knowl-
edye  of Sistras is  threatensd  with
untwholesome discussions. This body i3
haunted with the fear of death, Away
from  theze abtachaients lies peace—in
ventnciation alone—for ever and ever

14

bt -~

w I miAferom vy @g A
A9 4 Hegn WEEWA Ash iEan |

Fal=RA L AR TR T
AT farfeaiamai |l
__,.i""

v Qur parents have long left us
Our friends who fourished and grew with
15 they foo ate now Jost to memory. We
are now like the trees that stand on the
sandy banks of a river, with yooks
gradually ctumbling and wasting away
with the dash of the inroshing
currents

1h



T &Esn R T AR
qArYTAaY AW Ar 7 H2w
i St eafeladl Smga pEm
FE: FEH GEARSH FiEid wEie |

The house that wa3a at one Lime
inbabited by sz many now  lies
degerted. Amother which was at  one
time occupied by only one i3 tow
tog. wnch crowded, Whe des3s not
kttow ‘that =z tHue shall eotoe wlien
nouc  will remain therein, We arc
like mete pawns.in this, wotld—a boatd—
whereon Ged Mahikal s plaping at
dice with hiz cotusort Kali, the dices
being the night and day,

AR g Pwfriaaam gead
AT AT Tk i O e
tam: e EETRsEaE
A B g wheafmgi w6

v"The space of life 33 so short and
there are =so many things to do. We
counet do all. Then which of these
ghall we cheose ? To pass our inements
in meditation on the banks of the
Ganges, or to devole ourselves to woineh
ol guality or to drink deep from the
fountain of the Sastras or to enjov
beautiful poems?



TR R
geeiAnggafaiyar Sinfai nae |
f Bnld am gialda 8 RfETg
e i B0 TG I ERFER eyl |

When wiil those happy days dawn,
swhen seated in the Padma posture on the
pire Himalyan peaks by the side of the
holy Gangez, unmindiul of the surcound-
ings, with cloged eves shall 1 contem.
plate the Brahma, absotbed in Vopa:
while the old deer shall fearlessly come
and rub its shoulders againit my body
to pacily its itching sensations ?

14

FATCTmMaETaE e gied
gadHr mmaly wEn gaf |
W B fim e
F AwEAsHEgEAr TR |

L 4

When will those happy days come
when tired of ministering to  the
whims, pleasures and enjovments of the
hody, we shall be chanting the Name
of Toed Siva, szeated on the hols
banks of the Gapges, ils waters glitter-
ing in the pervading brilliant moonlight
soitly plaving ot ity with silence reipning
throughout the night #

14



SN AW AL RS T
Unamadt  FaghEzm dEgeat |
AlEEagomaiEnEAr  SlggiEand
At A AT St dpEia ||

v Hope 15 like a8 rsiver:  desires
the water therein: avarice is the ripples
and attachment for the objects aof the
world are the alligators to be found in
it,  Doitbis are the water-fowls.  Glamour
of the veorld i3 the whidpeel in it
cares and’ auxictica the shippery banks,
slowly eating away the roots of the
Tree of Contentment that stande there,
How difficult to cress the River ol
Lifa | Blessed is the Yogl who does it
with a pure heart, and attains fo joyw.

A EEfAeEtEadiad e
ymARakAEA A Fangaage |
7 T 8
Ant gammiiafeged 9% g gan ||

s
q-‘\' ' The enjoyitents of the peagls of

the world, the satizfaction of senzes arp
like the flash of lighining i the rain-
cland, The life of man i3 transitory
like drops of water sticking to clouds
gcattered hither and, thither by  the
blast of winds, The passions apd
hopes of wvouth are turbalent, The
wise ones, therefore, collecting thelr
mind with patience enter Yoga.

21
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i J/ Mind calm thyself. To satisiy  the There wias n time when 20 dee
V' enses do ot exert strenuously for the | il athar Lt kst I wnat thoa
objects the worldlings aspire after. Seek atid thou I, Things have since changed
internal peace, which shall destror and what a changel 1 am now mysel
gorrews and lead to salvation. Etow and thou art thysalf,

thy nature. Restrain  the fruitless
ovements,  Mevet seek  what iz
transitoty. and liahle to  destruction.
Seck refuge in the Aim& wherein
alotie lies Feace.
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"I{JNM to kill any living beiug not
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to be tempted to steal other people's
property:  t2 speak  the ftrubln  to
distribute  in_ fharity according @ to
ofe's capacity: ot to parkicipate in
discussions about other people’s wives:
to cafh the fow of greed: fo he diieelc
before teachers: to svmpathise with all
creatures: to have faith in the Sastras
and to make no distinction’ between
faith and faith: these are the wvarious
paths leading to everlasting Bliss,

AAATER Aaw FfET wRiEd man
whites: sqeiedt A a9 o faegmaiy |
G ARETRER  afs
frgrmafits woft 3 37 wdEmR ||

O Mothet Laksmi, spread thou thy
sfiares elsewhere; scek thou now some
other more obliging  devotes, Abandon
hopes to entangle me. I have no
desire lelt for worldly enjoyments,  Belore
desireless beings like me, thou wilt
find thyself helpless. Determined am I
now to pass my days. llving on a
hardinl of firied grain flour got b
begging, using the Paiss leaves for the
princely crackety,

s
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Had net many of the s=aints, the
gtandest of the palices to dwell in and
the sweetest of zongs to hear? Was not
the company of ¢harming damsels ever
ready at  their beck and eall? What
was it then that drove them to the
forests ?

Yes, they were possessed of it all
They lorsook the wosld and jts allure-
ments because they saw the transient
nature of the world, like the iaE!in.g-|
witigs of the moth, like the Bickering|
shadow of the buarning candle-flame.
The instability of the world drove them
from it

24

AL T I s
fimd = srEARTEE SRt |
AT ECiGEIC Ol FTGGE
gd  mea i gfEgafry 3d )

The tages enioy the bare ground as
their bed on which in comiort they slecp
asthe kings on their elegant couches
Their arm serves for a solt pillow, the
sky for a catiopy, the iragrant breege
fpr a fan;, the wmoon for a Jamp
Renanciation is their comstrt in whose
warm embrace they enjoy the same
pleasute a3 a King finds in the company
oi hiz leving Queed,
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Tell me O S8iva, when shall ﬂ

find zolitude, be fread from desirss and ?GF'.,'?P
obtain peace? When shall _my  hand >
ServE, Ime a3 the sole. receptacle to
receive water, the space around cover |
me b5 with garnments 7 Whenr shall Il'
uproot the tree, born of the fruic of

my Karmas, and obtain liberation from
rehirth, the direct consequence of our
actions ¢

28
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In that great conflagration of
Pralava ewven the mighty Mount Sumeru
shall crumble to dust: the wide Oceana,
the home of alligators and  crode-
diles shall dry up: evenr the earth
on which these huge mountains find
support shall be destroved.. What aupport
does this frail human body expect that
flutters at every whif of the broeze
Jike the fap-like ears of the elephant
that are constantly restless?
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What matters, 1f thon art the master
| of goddess of wealth that could satisfy all
thy desires! What, H all thy cuoemies
are annibilated and friends rickly served
with wealth! What if the span of thy
life be lengthensd to n million years !

a0
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Agaitt, what if the tattered garments
seryed thee for a robe, or the silken
taszals and the fine white linen adorhed
thee! What 1i thou hast only one wiie
for a companfon ot if thou art surroranded
by beautiful damsels, clephants and
horses | What il fed on rich dishes
or forced to a fragal meal at the end
of the day] The heights reached or
privations suffered by thce are to no
purpose, if the lamp of knowledge is
not lighted in thee, and the dawn of
enlightenment has mnet been thy lot
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Reautiful  moonlight: the green
cvelvety glades covered with grass; the
/ coipany cof dear firiends; the cliarns

of  passiof-poetry: the pearly drops in
the agitated beloved's eves; all these
captivated my heart once. Since the
transience of the world iz depicted
vividly befors my mind's eve. all these
enjorments have now turpned inzipid
and lest their charing for me.

a2
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The study of the Vedas, the Smrtis,
the Furanas, the numerous Sastras and
the practce of the sacrificial rites can
at best altain for the devotee a small
place in_ Paradise, no other galn can
it ‘ensure. ‘Thege are like small gains
of traderz. Nothing but self-realization)
ghodl be the sole  opursuit of  the
devotee and it alome shall lead|
him to cut the honds of misery in_l
this world

33
1—5. B. R



o FETEE SRR dEad);
ol HFETEe SN WA |
g Aaft 9 7 fad afmafs gofid
g e apmeAteA afia )

Lile like the ripples om wafets _ia
uhgipble; youth logts but s few days;
wealth is like g flecting memory; cnjov-
ments of senses pfe  pomentary  like
the flash of lightning in the rainv
sedsof; 50 too 15 the delightiul embrace
of the beloved wife. Take hegd, O man,
to cress the ocean of life. Derge
thyself #n Brahma.
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Those on whom the Hght has davrned:
these who have attained to the koowl-
cadpe of Brabma, them the world can-
not win over, The frisking of the fry
can seldom oarouwse 4o wave in the
waters of the =zea.
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i

{) mother earth, father air, friend
light, kinsman water, brother sky, I
bid you farewell with folded hands,
Born of you I did perferm imady a
hioly act, the fruits whereof opened the
doots of eslightenment for me pod
destroved the evil attachments for the
world, Now I ierge inyself .  the
Supreme Brabma.

1]
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up colonred amy  wisfen  and

steeped fu ignorance I lay, The whole 3

world appeared to me full of beautiful
maidens. The collveivtm of discrimination
I applied to iy eves. Now [ zaw clearly
ad foumd that the three worlds wers

nething but the Lord Himself.
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5o leng as this: body iz in good
Tiealth, old age 15 at a distance, and
the senses maintain their vigeur, the
wise one shoudd viporously strive for
salvation: of else it would be too late
What _profitteth the man that starts
digging & weil when the house is already
on fire.

-8
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Everv thing in this world can. be
pit te misuse. Knowledge in the wise
destroys wvanity and iguorance. In the
wicked it develops arrogance, Solitude
to the devotee i3 apt to secure salva-]d
tion, In 'the adulterer, it only feeds)

the flamec of lust and passion

30
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v My Heart | vou knocked at the
deor of a petty man of the earth, Vou
were told:—

“The lotd sleeps, vou cangot ses
him mow.™ You prefer to wait, They
tell you “the lord would be angry i
he sees your here” Why not then sesk
the deor of the Lord of the Universe 7
S0 puatd stands tlere, MNone iz thers
ta utter a barsh word to you, The ap-
proach is withouta bar and peace reigns
supremie thepe,

40
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With gentle thumps, with a wooden.
piece, O Friend, on the revolving-wheel,
the potter moulds his wet lump of clav,
So. doth the Creator, the crafty Yolter,
tevolve miy mid Hiz clav, with vicisais
tudes for the wooden-piecs, on the wheel
of cares. [ stand aghast ignorant, watch-
ing, while the Potter has His way.

41
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""I' Why raisest thou, thy bew to shoot
the' shaft of love O Cupid ? In wvain
thou singest before me thy song of
separatien from thy beloved O cuckoo.
Why castest thou in vain thy lustful
glances O beautiful maiden? Ye cannot
cxetye me from the path of rght-
eotisness: pow that I have druwk deep
af the nectar flowing from a meditation
of the feet of Siva.

42
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Why should one be tempted by
even the kingdom of the three worlds?
Is it mot enough to bave a torn loin
cloth and a tattered rag to dresa inm,
te move shout catefree living on what-
ever i3 obtaided by hegging, to have
the forest-of & ciemetisn grouhd for
hiz dwelling place; to be allowed to
move about without any restraint in
entire peace and to have contentment
and the enjoyment of meditation ?

a3
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q'ﬂ" \/De.sl‘.rﬁ and their fulfilment are but
Passing  sensations leading to attach-
mients in the world  the cauze of
rebirth, Knowing this, beople engape
theiiselves in  the evcle of actions,
What good doss come o thiz  evil
desite? If vou have faith in what I
58%, then by all that liss in FOUL potrer
thatter this petworle of desires and
hopes and cleanse the mind of thai,
With the mind thus purified seek refuge
at all hours in the Supreme Self of
which you are a part

44
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Blessed are they that dwell in  the
mountain  caves meditating o the
Supreme Lights theéir tears of Joy lﬂlmr:'
down their checks and allay the thirst
of the chirping little birds that feu.r-
lessly sit on thelr lape. ﬁgd Qut _li_r.res.
vhat a regret, are spent in pursuit of
futile amusements, .stc'i::ng pleasire
amongst the bowers, ,&j:andi!_ira:. by..the
eparkling fountaing and in bir palaces
of Desires,

45



ifemirasaae  REdwrargay
A 3k A fgaam @ g |
e ST i B s e
waieh 5 g i ffar afafia e ||

Numerous are the diseasez of the
minid and the fesh that prev on the
human frame. Wherever dwelleth wealth
and power, misery and misbaps . cresp
111, as through an open door. Dreath s
sute to follow him soon, whe is horm,

He shall never escape its jaws. 1 gqueation
myself, where iz that ohject created
by the wilful Creator that miay lask
[oe ever?
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In his carliest stage man lies tortured /{
apd buddled up in the |11uth_er’s wotll,
enveloped in impurities. Faitl  crosses
the path of the passiomate youth, yearn:
ing for his separated beloved. In old
age, tan iz sneered at by hatdsome
voung women, Tell, me then O man,
if there iz any  thing in this. world
which may tlake you bappy.
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Like the dreaded woll old ape

sta.:n_ds at the door, Diseases like eremies
heseige the citadel of health. Life like

water from the cracked wa Eer-iug silently

flr_'uws away. What a wonder that, man,
in r:Jrje teeth of all these facks, should
ACt In a8 way barmful to bimself!
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O, the iiisery of old agel Thei
body shrivels up, The gait becomes!
feeble, The tceth give waw The 1:}':51

man's advice goes unheeded. The wile|
orrelations do not leck after him, And
ts crown sl even p son rises i rébellion.
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de not see; the ears do not heat, An old| .'u.;a
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{ How I wish I could pass my days
(in a sacred forest with the nawe of

| Lovd Siva constantly on my lips! How

‘1 wwish I could regard all as the same—
a feagment of the all pervading Bralsal
Would these eves leave making any
distinctions between reptiles and pets,

hetween  the

menacing  for and the

gentie friend, between a shining gem
and a clod of earth, between the velvety

sod and the

the insignifcant straw and the dazeling

damsel |

bard  stone-slab, between

60
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Barks of frecs for deess zatisfy some:
silk robes satlsly others.® Both find
cobtentient i an equal degren. TWhen
the mind is ‘contented, the distinction
between the rich and posr, vanishes.
Those alone are truly poor who can
find no contcntment owing to  their
inorpdinate preed.
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